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"Parental Alienation” & Domestic Violence:

an International Partnership

The project objective is to develop an international

partnership that brings together academic researchers and
community organizations interested in and working with women
who have experienced DV and have been seen as “engaging in
PA”.

Participating  countries:  Australia, Belgium,
Brazil, Canada, France, Italy, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, New Zealand, Spain, United Kingdom, and
United States of America.



Project Objectives

To examine how PA discourses are used
in family court and child protection
practices in the different participating
countries, particularly in situations
where women who have experienced DV

are seen as “engaging in PA” and identify
similarities and differences.

To document the impacts of PA discourses
and practices on abused women and their
children, and on community organizations
working with women
who have experienced DV.

3
. To analyze strategies used
by abused women, community

organizations and researchers to

challenge "parental alienation" discourses
and practices, and to counteract claims
made against women
who have experienced domestic
violence.

To develop tools to support
abused women, community organizations
and researchers who wish to challenge
"parental alienation" discourses
and practices, or counteract
claims made against women who
have experienced domestic violence.
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Survivors' Survey @[f@

- 18 years old or older;

- Woman has at least one child under 18 years old,;

- Woman has experienced domestic violence and abuse perpetrated by the child’s
father;

- Woman has been through either child protection or child custody proceedings;

- Woman has been seen as an "alienating" parent at some point during these
proceedings, whether or not the term alienation was explicitly mentioned.

1072 respondents.
911 answered at least 60% of the survey questions.

Parental Alienation and Domestic Violence: International Partnership for Innovative Strategies




Participants' profile

Country women currently live

Australia
Belgium

Brazil

Canada

France

Iceland

Ireland

Israel

Italy

New Zealand
Spain

United Kingdom
United States of
America

Other

Prefer not to
answer
Total

Frequency

26
11
109
143
147
77
2
15
130
4
40
105
73

23
6

911

Percentage

2.9
1.2
12.0
15.7
16.1
8.5
0.2
1.6
14.3
0.4
4.4
11.5
8.0

2.5
0.7

100.0

The majority of the study's participants were:

» Between 36 and 45 years old (457; 50.2%).
« Completed a higher education degree (597; 65.5%).

« Had one or two children (359 women had one child (39.4%) and
327 women (35.9%) had two children).

« Had one child involved in the PA allegations (511; 56.1%:;)
« Children were on average 10 years old.
« Girls (466; 51.2%) and boys (423; 46.5%) had similar numbers.

Parental Alienation and Domestic Violence: International Partnership for Innovative Strategies
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Domestic Violence and Abuse

Children and their mothers reported the violence and abuse that had been
perpetrated against them by the child's father to child custody or child
protection services and the police:

« 868 (95.3%) had disclosed the violence and abuse to at least one professional involved in
child custody or child protection proceedings.

« 532 (58.4%) indicated that the child had also disclosed domestic violence to at least one of
these professionals.

* 689 (75.6%) had reported the violence that had been perpetrated towards them to the
police.

« 244 (26.8%) indicated that the child had also reported or disclosed domestic violence to the
police.

Parental Alienation and Domestic Violence: International Partnership for Innovative Strategies



Child Physical and Sexual Abuse

Physical abuse towards the child by the father been Sexual abuse towards the child by the father been
raised as an issue raised as an issue
100% 100%
90% 90%
80% 80%
70% 70% 62.8%
60% 55.9% 60%
50% 50%
40.9%
40% 40%
29.7%

30% 30%
20% 20%

0 0 7.5%
10% 3.2% 10% 2

0% 0%

W Yes No Prefer not to answer W Yes No Prefer not to answer
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Child Physical and Sexual Abuse

Children and their mothers reported that child abuse had been disclosed to
at least one professional involved in child custody or child protection and had
been reported to the police.

Child physical abuse

* 479 (94%) had disclosed the physical abuse to at least one professional involved
In child custody or child protection proceedings.

« 394 (77.4%) stated that the child had disclosed this abuse to at least one of these
professionals.

« 382 women (75%) had reported it to the police.
« 242 women (47.6%) stated that the child had also reported or disclosed it to the
police.

Parental Alienation and Domestic Violence: International Partnership for Innovative Strategies



Child Physical and Sexual Abuse

Children and their mothers reported that child abuse had been disclosed to
at least one professional involved in child custody or child protection and had
been reported to the police.

Child sexual abuse

« 251 (92.6%) had disclosed the sexual abuse to at least one professional involved in child
custody or child protection proceedings.

« 203 (74.9%) stated that the child had disclosed sexual abuse to at least one of these
professionals.

« 230 (84.9%) had reported it to the police.
« 137 (50.5%) stated that the child had disclosed or reported it to the police.

Parental Alienation and Domestic Violence: International Partnership for Innovative Strategies



Domestic Violence and Abuse

Although women and children disclosed and reported the violence and abuse
committed against them by the child's father, there are few cases in which the
father has been found guilty or convicted:

« 121 (13.3%) stated that the father had been convicted or found guilty in criminal
proceedings for the domestic violence and abuse perpetrated by the child’s father.

« 21 (4.1%) stated that the father had been found guilty or convicted in criminal proceedings
for the child physical abuse perpetrated by the child’s father

« 9 (3.3%) stated that the father had been found guilty or convicted in criminal proceedings
for the child sexual abuse perpetrated by the child’s father

Parental Alienation and Domestic Violence: International Partnership for Innovative Strategies
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"Parental Alienation” Allegation Based on Country %@

Countries where the allegations were made

MW Australia 100%
M Belgium 90%
Brazil
(o)
Canada 80%
M France 70%
M Iceland .
M lreland
M [srael 50%
W [taly 40%
B New Zealan
e . ealand 20%
M Spain 15.3%
(o)
W United Kingdom 20% 12 3% 16.4% 8 6% 15.0% 12.1% 8.9%
B United States of America 9 4.7%
10% 3.0% 1.5% 1.6% 0.4%
I o2 ] -
O% _ I ] N W
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"Parental Alienation” Allegation

Based on Year

Year when the first allegations were made

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%  13.0% 16.2% —155%  14.6% 1749

10% I 5.7% 5.6% 7.8% 9.2% . l l .
0% ] L] [ ] [ ]

Prior to 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
2015

M Year
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Accusations of "Parental Alienation" in Child Protection and %@

Child Custody

“Parental alienation” allegations in child protection proceedings and in child

custody proceedings
It has been raised asanissue in  100% Yp g

both child custody and child
protection proceedings

80%

It has only been raised as an

issue in child custody 60% i

proceedings 47.8% 43.5%
M It has only been raised as an 40%

issue in child protection

proceedings 70%

’ 8.7%
- /
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Protection And Child Custody

ldentifying Sources of Accusations as "Alienating” Mothers in Child 4}@|

Most selected professionals who have described the
woman as an alienating parent in child protection
proceedings.

Most selected professionals who have described the woman
an alienating parent in child custody proceedings

W Father or father's lawyer
B Father or father’s

lawyer

90.5%

Child protection

W Expert or professional who worker or child

conducted an evaluation protection lawyer 42.2%
or wrote a report on the
family dynamic or on W Judge
custody/residence
evaluation 37.4%
B Judge
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Parental Alienation and Domestic Violence: International Partnership for
Innovative Strategies



ldentifying Sources of Accusations as "Alienating" Mothers in Child (3

Protection And Child Custody

First professional who have described the woman as an

_ : ners _ First professional who have described the woman as an
alienating parent in child custody proceedings

alienating parent in child protection proceedings

100%
100%

90% 90%

78.0%
80% 80%
70% 70% 66.0%
60% 60%
m Father or W Father or
father's 50% father’s 50%
lawyer 20% lawyer 40%

30%
30%

20%
20%

10%
10%

0%
0%
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PA Allegations & Father Violent Behavior %@

“Parental alienation” allegations made before or after concerns regarding the father’s
violent or abusive behaviours have been raised

. 100%
These allegations were made before concerns

regarding the father’s violent or abusive 90%

behaviours have been raised
80%
B These allegations were made after concerns

regarding the father’s violent or abusive 70% 66.6%

behaviours have been raised
60%

B These allegations were made at the same time as
concerns regarding the father’s violent or abusive
behaviours have been raised

50%

40%

H | do not know
30%

19.6%

20%

B Prefer not to answer 10% 8.8%
3.1% 1.9%

0%
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Explicit mention of the terms “parental alienation” %@

or “parental alienation syndrome”

Explicit mention of the terms PA or PAS
100%
90%
80%
70% 64.8%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

29.3%

5.5%
|

H Yes No M| do not know
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Explicit mention of the terms “PA” or "PAS” by country

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Explicit mention of the terms PA or PAS by country

83.0%
79%
69.8%
9 60%
59.3% 55 0% ° 5%
49%
46%
40.3% 40.3% 40%
33.3%
26.9%
15.2% 18%
s 11.5%
7.4% 0" .
4, m . 4% 2% 3%
. | — -
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Impacts of “Parental Alienation™ Allegations on Custody 4,\“’@

Arrangements

Custody arrangements before “parental alienation” was Custody arrangements after “parental alienation” was alleged
alleged
100% 100%
90% 90%
80% 80%
70% 62.7% 70%
60% 60%
50% 50% 42.9%
40% 32.5% 40%
(o)
30% 30% 26.3% 22.0%
20% 20%
0, 10% 6.9% 90
10% 1.5% 0.7%  2.6% e
0% ] 0%
W Shared custody (50/50 or 40/60) ® Third party W Shared custody (50/50 or 40/60)  ® Third party
M Prefer not to answer M Prefer not to answer
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The Impacts of “Parental Alienation” Allegations on Wome| %@

Relationship with a new partner 73.6%

Relationship with friends 78.3%
Relationship with members of the extended family I 79.9%
Reputation in the community I  S0.6%
Financial situation IG5 7.0%
Attendance and performance at work I  ©3.6%
Physical health I oG . 4%
Confidence in the justice system IHIIIIINININGNGEGEGEGEGEGEGEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE o6 . 7 %
Feeling of safety I, 7 . © %0
Mental health and well-being GGG = . 2 O/
Relationship with their child NG 7 1.39%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 9S50% 100%
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The Impacts of “Parental Alienation” Allegations on Childre

Relationship with siblings

Relationship with members of the mother’s extended
family

I 59.59%6

Relationship with members of the father’s extended
family

Confidence with the justice system || KGN 2.7

I  ©1.0%

Relationship with friends || KGN -c.o-
Attendance and performance at school ||| KNG .1
Physical health [ EEEEEEEEEEGEEEE .39
Feeling of safety | NN c0.09%
Mental health and well being [ NNNININININNTETETEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN ©0.5%
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Difficulties women experienced in challenging "PA" allegations

Professionals who made recommendations and decisions
in child custody/residence or child protection...

Professionals who made recommendations and decisions
in child custody/residence or child protection...

Professionals who made recommendations and decisions
in child custody/residence or child protection...

other difficulties
Limited access to financial resources limited my ability to
challenge these allegations

| did not have access to an expert or a professionalwith a
good understanding of violence and abuse to conduct an...

| did not have access to a lawyer to represent me during
these proceedings

| did not have access to legal information or legal advice

Parental Alienation and Domestic Violence: International Partnership for Innovative Strategies



Support Women found to challenge "PA" allegations

Religious groups HE 5.0%
Network on social media I 2 S.9%
Academics HEEE 95.9%
Journalist I 10.5%
Politician HE A4.7%
Child’s school or daycare staff I 15.5%
Friend I 53.590
Extended family I 141.2%
Police officer HEEE 95.1%
Doctor/general practitioner I 19.7%
NGO or community association I 15.6%
Criminal/Public Prosecutor H 2.0%
Domestic violence/shelter worker NN 5c.0%
Child’s psychologist, child’s psychiatrist or child’s mental... IlIIINTEEEEEE 2S.1%
Your psychologist, your psychiatrist or vour mental health... NI 16.5%
Child protection worker or child protection lawyer B S5.9%
Expert or professionalwho conducted an evaluation or... Il 15.9%
Judge Hl 4.9%
Child’s lawyer or guardian N s 3%

Your own lawyer I S S.5%

Parental Alienation and Domestic Violence: International Partnership for Innovative Strategies
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Thank youl!

padv@uottawa.ca
parentalalienationdv.com
@padvint

@padvint

Parental Alienation &
Domestic Violence



