Detachment of Kansas
Sons of the American Legion

BYLAWS

Article |

Section 1. The Detachment Executive Committed skalcise the
power given to it by the Constitution of the Detargnt of Kansas.

Section 2. The Detachment Executive Committed bhgk general
supervision and control over all property belongim¢ghe Detachment.

Section 3. The Detachment Executive Committed bhsak power
between conventions to initiate matters of poliog astablish rules and
regulations for the conduct of the Detachment; e, That such policies,
rules, and regulations must be ratified by the seding Detachment
Convention to remain in force. A quorum for a R&t@ent Executive
Committee meeting shall exist when 40% of the cottemimembers are
present.

Section 4. Any member of the Detachment Execu@iemmittee, except
ex-officio members, may be removed by the said Ethee Committee from
office, for just cause, by the three-fourths voft@all members of said committee,
the member sought to be removed not voting howeerld there be charges
preferred involving same offense against more traamember in the same
removal proceeding, then all members, includingéhagainst whom charges are
preferred, shall vote: Provided, thirty days' oetin writing shall be given the
member or members sought to be removed beforevatetfor removal be taken.

Section 5. Absence without justifiable cause ftera consecutive,
regularly called meetings of the Detachment Exeeuiommittee shall be
deemed sufficient cause for the removal from ofiteuch member of the
Detachment Executive Committee.

Section 6. It shall be the duty of the Detachnterdcutive Committee to
fill any vacancy occurring in its membership, ahd members elected to fill such



vacancy shall hold office until the next ensuingdadment Convention, when a
successor shall be elected by the Detachment Cbomen

Article 1l

Section 1. The personnel of the Detachment org#ioiz shall be as
follows: Commander, Vice Commander, Adjutant, Asgis Adjutant, Finance
Officer, Judge Advocate, Historian, two Master-atv&, Chaplain, and the
Executive Committee as provided by Article VI oétBbetachment Constitution.

Article 1l

Section 1. Detachment officers of the Sons of Aimerican Legion,
Kansas Detachment, shall be elected annually b do@adron delegates at the
annual Detachment Convention, [Delegates votes Isbalast as provided in
Article V Section 4 of the Kansas Constitution]tlwihe exception of the
Detachment Assistant Adjutant, Detachment Historizetachment Chaplain,
and the Detachment Judge Advocate, whose electiappmintment is provided
for in Article 1V of the By-laws.

Section 2. They shall pass upon the duties of tkepective offices
immediately upon election and shall hold officeiluthieir successors are duly
installed.

Article IV

Section 1. The Detachment Assistant Adjutant, Erataent Historian,
Detachment Chaplain, and the Detachment Judge Atwabhall be appointed
by the Detachment Commander, subject to the appodvhe Detachment
Executive Committee, and said officers shall hdfece for a period of one
year each, and shall serve during the term of[Batdchment Commander, or
at his pleasure. Provided, that said officers imayemoved by said
Detachment Executive Committee upon thirty (30)dayptice.

Article V

Section 1t shall be the duty of the Detachment Commanderédsige
at all meetings of the Detachment in Conventioeéded and the Detachment
Executive Committee, to enforce a strict observaricee Constitution and
Bylaws, and perform such other duties as custonparicamentary usage require,



and to appoint all members of committees not otfserwrovided for.

Section 2. The Detachment Vice-Commander shaknalled upon,
assist the Commander and in his absence perforgduhies, and shall succeed to
his office in the event of his death, resignatiomemnoval.

Section 3.1t shall be the duty of the Detachment Adjutant tmrd¢he
proceedings of the Detachment in Convention assahdoid of the Detachment
Executive Committee. Also to keep in books prodifte that purpose:

The Constitution and Bylaws, rules and regulatioindhe Detachment.
Copies of all official letters.

(1). The Constitution and Bylaws, rules and ragahs of the Detachment.

(2). Copies of all official letters.

(3). Books in which shall be recorded the nameallgdersons who have
been declared ineligible for membership in the Det@ent, and also of those
members who have been expelled from the Detachrtogther with the reason
thereof, when said information is provided by Démpent Headquarters.

(4). A transcript of the minutes of each meetihthe Detachment
Executive Committee of the Kansas Detachment ofAinerican Legion shall be
transmitted to each member of the Detachment ExecGommittee, Advisors,
Liaison, Department Adjutant, and the Departmenafice Officer, within thirty
days after the adjournment of each meeting.

(5). It shall be his duty to keep these booksraadrds in readiness for
inspection by the Detachment Executive Committed]d the archives with
Department Headquarters, and to give due notiedl afeetings, to conduct the
correspondence of the Detachment. The Departmguntakd shall have the care
and custody, with the assistance of the Detachiester-at-Arms, of the various
insignia of the Detachment.

(6). The duties of the Detachment Assistant Adyytahall be to assist The
Detachment Adjutant in all of the aforementionediest.

Section 4. It shall be the duty of the Detachnt@nance Officer to work
with the Department Finance Officer. The Departni@énance Officer shall pay
all orders as approved in the annual Detachmeng&udnd all orders that are
approved by the Detachment and Department ExecGwvemittee. The
Detachment Finance Officer, working with the Depamt Finance Officer shall
make reports upon request to the Detachment ExecGbmmittee of all receipts
and expenditures. The Detachment Commander aratiiraent Finance Officer
shall be ex-officio members of the Detachment Fores@ommittee and the
Detachment Adjutant shall be the ex-officio seasetd the Finance Committee.
The Detachment Finance Committee shall be chargiadive preparation of the



yearly budget and the expenditure and general mandf all Detachment funds as
well as such other duties as shall be prescribddapproved by the Detachment
Executive Committee.

Section 5. It shall be the duty of the Detachntdistorian to prepare for
posterity the records of the Detachment and ofiteebers thereof, and to
create a historic record during his term, of théaldkement activities to be
submitted and judged, at The Sons Of The Ameriagdn National
Convention, and upon completion of the judgingrespnt the history record
to the member that served as Detachment Commandeagdhe Historian's
term.

Section 6.It shall be the duty of the two Detachment Master-ah#\to
preserve order at the meetings of the Detachmemtessribed by the
Detachment Commander. The Detachment Master-asAirall have the care
and custody of the Detachment Colors, and bandars)g said meetings.

Section 7.1t shall be the duty of the Detachment Chaplain teroff
prayer at the opening of each day's business aformesuch other duties as
the Detachment Commander may direct.

Section 8. The Detachment Judge Advocate shatidokegal adviser of
the Detachment Officers and the Executive Commitiad shall perform such
duties as the function of his office may require.

Section 9.

(A). The Detachment Commander shall recommeniaeo t
Detachment Executive Committee, for their approved,appointment of
members to all Detachment Standing Committees| v
Commencing with the incoming administration of eaommittee for
one year, except to fill vacancies as they occur.

(B). There shall be the following Detachment Stagdi
Committees: Americanism, Children & Youth, Comniyrgervice,
Finance, Golf, Legislative, Membership, Public Rielas, VA&R, and
Child Welfare Foundation.

1. The Detachment Executive Committee is empowred
assign duties and responsibilities to all Detachns&anding
Committees.

(C). The Detachment Executive Committee and/or the
Detachment Commander is empowered to name specmhittees to



perform specific duties, however, such special cdtess shall be
disbanded when their duties are fulfilled, and Isdnaiomatically be
terminated at the succeeding Detachment Convention.

Article VI

Section 1. All Detachment Officers elected shedlly, if present, and if
absent, in writing, declare upon their honor thattwill maintain the
Constitution of the Detachment, conform to its Bydaand rules, and use their
best endeavor to promote its objectives and adviésaaterests.

Article VII

Section 1. Any officer who shall neglect or impeoly perform the duties
incumbent upon him shall be expelled by a votédhoge-fourths of the
members of the Detachment Executive Committee pteater proper notice
and hearing.

Article VIII
SQUADRON INFORMATION

Section 1. A Squadron may be formed and the ahsintdl be issued by the
American Legion National Commander and the Americagion National
Adjutant upon receipt of the application propertgeuted by not less than ten
persons eligible for membership in The Sons of Aheerican Legion, and no
Squadron shall be recognized by the members ofSbims of The American
Legion unless acting under a legal and un-forfeifeaiter. The charter may be
revoked at the decision of the Detachment Execi@wemittee if no membership
Is transmitted by January 1 of the current membyengiar; Provided that due
notification of such action has been sent to sajdafron.

Section 2. Each Squadron in the Kansas Detachshafitbe numbered
and named corresponding to the Post the Squad@maitered through, upon
the approval of the charter application.

Section 3. Each Squadron in the Kansas Detachshafitbe
responsible for the eligibility of its members asidhll accept membership only
after a thorough investigation of the applicantigilellity. Each Squadron in
the Kansas Detachment is the judge of its own meshije



Section 4. Members may be suspended or expebed fnembership in The
Sons of The American Legion upon proper showinganfse by a three-fourths
vote of the membership of the Squadron presenvatimag. Charges shall be
based on disloyalty, neglect of duty, dishonestyyamduct unbecoming a member
of The Sons of The American Legion. All chargesstrhe made under oath, in
writing, by the accusers, and no members in goaadatg shall be suspended or
expelled until given a fair trial in such a manasmay be prescribed by the
Constitution and Bylaws of the local Squadron. Afhgmber who has been
suspended or expelled pursuant to this sectiorirengdrocedure provided by the
local Squadron, shall have the right to appeal susipension or expulsion to the
Detachment Executive Committee. The decision @Qbetachment Executive
Committee shall be final.

Section 5. The officers of each Squadron shalblfgégquadron Commander;
one or more Squadron Vice-Commanders, a Squadrpriakd, and such other
officers as the Squadron shall determine. The @guaCommander and Vice-
Commander or Vice-Commanders, shall be electedhalti hold office for a
period of one year, or until their successors Hman elected and qualified. Other
Squadron Officers may be elected or appointed &s 8gquadron may determine.
Annual Squadron elections shall be held duringgalee meeting not more than
sixty days or less than fifteen days prior to tretddhment Convention, and said
Squadron Officers shall be installed prior to thetdahment Convention.

All vacancies in Squadron officers shall be filfed the un-expired term.

Section 6. The duties of the Squadron officerdl $igasimilar to the duties
of the corresponding Detachment Officers insofas gsacticable. Squadron
delegates to the annual Detachment Convention lséglaid up members of their
Squadrons, and duly registered at the Detachmemieddion as delegates.

Section 7. Any officer of any Squadron may be reaabfrom office for
just cause by three-fourths vote of the membershipe Squadron present and
voting. Provided, written charges against any safiber are first made under
oath in writing by five members and filed with tAdjutant or Commander, and
thirty days’ notice thereof in writing is first giw to said officer before such a
vote for removal of office shall be taken; and pded further that fifteen
days’ notice of such hearing be given to each memmbgood standing of the
Squadron. The accused shall be given the righppear at said hearing in
person and by counsel and present his defensa&dtacausation.

Section 8. Each Squadron may prescribe its laoa$ ¢h addition to the



current National and Detachment dues.
Section 9. The time and place for the Squadrorting=eshall be
determined by each Squadron.

Section 10. Each Squadron shall adopt a Constit@ind Bylaws which are
not inconsistent with the National, Detachmentheir sponsoring Post's
Constitution and Bylaws and are on file at Departhog Kansas American Legion
Headquarters.

Article IX
District Organization

Section 1. The Detachment Executive Committeghmaapproval of the
Department Executive Committee to organize Digriotact as an intermediate
body between the Squadron and Detachment anddgrutpose of promoting the
programs of The American Legion and The Sons of Aimerican Legion.

Section 2. The Detachment Executive Committed dlefihe the powers of
the District Organizations but in no event shatlfespowers invade the rerogatives
now vested in the Squadron, Detachment, or Natiorgdnization.

Section 3. Such District bodies now existing witthe Detachment and
heretofore authorized or recognized by the Detachiae hereby officially
recognized to the extent of the powers herein gdant

Section 4.1t shall be the duty of the District Commander to plest
District meetings and District Conventions heldhia District and to visit
Sqguadron meetings during his term of office, s@afpracticable, and shall
perform such other duties as the Detachment Comenammdhe Detachment
Executive Committee may assign to him.

Section 5. The District Vice-Commander of the ezgjwe Districts shall, in
absence or the incapacity of the District Commangkerform the duties of that
office; and in the event of a vacancy in the offi€éhe District Commander shall
automatically succeed to the office of District Goander for the remainder of
such un-expired term.

Section 6. In the event of a vacancy in the of6tBistrict Vice-
Commander by reason of death, resignation, renmva} reason of the
succession to the office ofigrict Commander, the Detachment Commander and



Detachment Adjutant shall fill such vacancy by appuent for the un-expired
term.

Section 7. Each District shall adopt a Constitumd Bylaws which are
not inconsistent with the National, Department Bretiachment Constitution and
Bylaws.

(A). Said District Constitution and Bylaws mustfiled with the
Department Adjutant and the Detachment Adjutant.

(B). Any District not filing a copy of their Congition and Bylaws
within one year following the adoption of their Gbitution and Bylaws
shall be considered to be governed by the "Sugdj&strict Constitution
and Bylaws" on file with the Department Adjutantghe Detachment
Adjutant.

(C). Any amendments made by a District to thein§ibution and
Bylaws must be forwarded to the Department Adjutartt the Detachment
Adjutant, within (30) thirty days following the efttive date of such
amendment.

(D). The resolution of any question, or other mateferred to the
Detachment concerning a District Constitution an8ylaws, will be
determined by reference to the copy of said Dis@mnstitution and Bylaws
together with any subsequent amendments on file thvé Department
Adjutant and the Detachment Adjutant.

Article X

Section 1. There shall be a District Executive Caoite® which shall be
elected by the delegates to the District Conventibine personnel of the District
Executive Committee shall consist of five membew®, of whom shall be the
District Commander and the District Vice-Commanderd the remaining three
members to be selected at large from the distfiibe District Executive
Committee shall constitute and act as a Distrieeshg Committee and shall serve
on all committees of the District.

Article Xl
Order of Business

Section 1:
(1). Opening of Detachment Convention in due form.
(2). Rules report.
(3). Reading of minutes.



(4). Recognition of Distinguished Guests.

(5). National Executive Committeeman Report.

(6). Committee reports.

(7). District reports.

(8). Squadron reports.

(9). Credentials report.

(10). Unfinished business.

(11). New business.

(12). Commander's report.

(13). Election and installation of Detachment axfis.

(14). For the good of The Sons of The Americanideg

(15). Adjournment.

(16). This order of business may be suspendenyairae for a
definite purpose by a two-thirds vote, to be tak@hout debate.

Article XIllI
Transfers

Section 1. Transfer of members in good standiognfone Squadron to
another Squadron in The Sons of The American Leddansas Detachment, may
be made at any time. Provided, such transfer lmienmaaccordance with the
National Constitution and Bylaws, and rulings of thational Executive
Committee.

Article XIII

Section 1. The Detachment Commander of the Kabstechment, The
Sons of The American Legion, shall be a delegakargé to the Detachment
Convention occurring during his term of office.

Section 2. The retiring Detachment Commandernévely elected
Detachment Commander, Detachment Adjutant, NatiBratutive
Committeeman, and Alternate National Executive Cateeman, shall be
automatically elected at each Detachment ConveiasoDelegates at Large to the
next succeeding National Convention of the Songhaf American Legion, except
where the record of any of the above-mentionedciaf8 does not justify such
representation, and in the event of the inabibtattend such National Convention.
Also the above mentioned upon attending said Nati@onvention will receive
the standard delegate fee other delegates in atteadreceive.



Section 3. Representation of the Kansas Detachtoe¢hé National
Convention shall consist of Delegates-at-Large,taechumber of delegates
allowed as determined by the National Sons of Threecan Legion Constitution.
Each delegate shall be entitled to one alternate.

Section 4. The retiring Detachment Commander $igathe Chairman of
the Detachment delegation to the next National €atign, and the Detachment
Adjutant shall be the secretary of said delegatityovided the retiring Detachment
Commander if not in attendance at the National @atien, the incoming
Detachment Commander shall serve as chairman:id&afurther, That if neither
the retiring nor the incoming Detachment Commansler attendance, then the
retiring Detachment Vice-Commander shall act asraan of the delegation. |If
none of the aforesaid Detachment officers are ptesehe National Convention,
then the delegates shall be authorized to eletiaar@an of the delegation.

Section 5. All Elected Delegates and Alternatemugttending said
National Convention will receive the standard deliegfee authorized by the
S.A.L. Budget and the Department of Kansas Ametiegion.

Article XIV

Section 2. The funds in the budget set up foDxda@achment's appointed
officer's (Historian, Chaplin, Assistant Adjutanidde Advocate) expenses
shall be paid out on the, submission and apprdvaioices, by the
Detachment Finance Committee, and approved by gtadbment
Commander. All expenses submitted must have oeduinrthe performance
and requirements of their stated duties, during dpgpointed terms.



Article XV

Section 1. The Bylaws of the Kansas Detachment,Sldres of The
American Legion, may be amended by a two-thirde whtthe delegates
present, providing same constitutes a quorum inaaamyial Detachment
Convention.

(Note-The following provisions are adapted from Department of
Kansas Bylaws):

Art Ill, Sec.2 Any Squadron failing to meet thdightions imposed
upon it by the Constitution and Bylaws, or ceasmfunction for six months
as a Sons of The American Legion Squadron or vaftuptceasing to function
as a Squadron, or part of a Post merging with amdRlost, or refusing to pay
the Detachment, and National per capita dues, @emusuch other conditions
as might make such action necessary, shall upaer ofdhe Detachment
Executive Committee, surrender its charter for eddlaton. Upon failure to
surrender such charter, immediate steps may ba fak&s revocation,
suspension, or cancellation.

Art. IV, Sec. 4--A member whose dues for the curgear have not been
paid by February first shall be classed as delinjuéhis dues are paid on or
before April first he shall be automatically re@std. If he is still delinquent
after April first, he shall be suspended from aiVipeges. If he is still under
such suspension on December thirty-first of sucryeis membership in the
Sons of The American Legion shall be forfeitedm@&mber so suspended or
whose membership has been so forfeited may betagasto active
membership in good standing by the vote of the 8aqumand payment of
current dues for the year in which reinstatementums: Provided, however,
That the Squadron, Detachment, and the Nationalnzgtion may waive the
provisions hereof, upon payment of dues for the yeahich reinstatement
occurs, with reference to former members who haenlprevented from the
payment of dues by reason of active military sexvic

Art. X, Sec. 4--Annual dues shall be payable dylgr when the
Squadron receives the membership cards for theeedowy calendar year—All
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ARTICLE XVI
DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS

Section 1. All Districts must hold a District Camtion and invite the
Detachment Commander to attend using'ihetachment Officers Visitation
Requested Form.”

Section 2. That each District have at least orstriot Officer attend the
Mid-Winter Forum and the Detachment Conventiongjoort on their District
status.

Section 3. Each District must have a current effgclist on file with
Department Headquarters, and the Detachment Adjutariater than
Detachment Convention.

Section 4. Each District must complete and subwortihe Department
Finance Officer, and the Detachment Finance OffiaéDistrict Budget Form"
by July 1, each membership year.

Section 5. Failure to comply with the requiremantarticle XVI,
Sections 1-4 may result in the Department Finarifie&d, withholding
"District per capita" checks for the current menslhgs year, until the
requirements are met.

ARTICLE XVII

Section 1. All actions taken by the Detachmentdakge Committee shall
be approved by the Department Executive Commitééerb they become official
and duly authorized.

These Bylaws were approved by The Department os&Esa\merican Legion
D.E.C. on August 13, 2005.



AMENDMENTS:

An amendment to add (Article Xlll, Section 5) was approved by The
Department of Kansas American Legion D.E.C. on &aiyr 4, 2006.

Article XIlI

Section 5. All Elected Delegates and Alternatesugitending said National
Convention will receive the standard delegate i@harized by the S.A.L. Budget
and the Department of Kansas American Legion.

An amendment to remove from Art. XV, Sub. Art. X, Sec. 4, was
unanimously approved by the Delegates of The Dataalh of Kansas
Convention (Resolution KSSAL-1-2016) on 21 May 2@i6lutchinson,
Kansas. The resolution was in turn approved byDigartment of Kansas
D.E.C. on 03 June 2016.

“All previous years membership cards must be actedifor and returned to
Kansas Department Headquarters before they wilptoerided the current
membership cards. All membership cards unaccouotechust be
compensated to The Kansas Department Headquarténe aurrent

transmittal rate. Failure to return said cards Npvember 30th may lead to the
termination of the Squadron Charter.”

(Was removed from Art. XV, Sub. Art X, Sec. 4).

An amendment to delete Art. X1V, Sec. 1 was unanimously approved by the
delegates of The Detachment of Kansas Detachmantedton (Resolution
KSSAL-1-2018) on 19 May 2018 in Hutchinson, Kangd®e resolution,
KSSAL-1-2018, was in turn approved by the DepartnoétkKansas D.E.C. on
01 June 2018.

Art. XIV, Section 1. The National Executive Cortmainan and the
Alternate National Executive Committeeman will equired to meet the following
stipulations to obtain their respective budgeteatifti The Detachment expects
that these elected members will attend the follgational meetings: (Fall
N.E.C., Spring N.E.C, and National Convention).obattending the Fall N.E.C.
they will be entitled to one-third of their budgepon attending the Spring N.E.C.
they are entitled to another one-third of their et and attending The National
Convention they are entitled to another one-thirtheir budget. Failure to meet
the meeting requirements will result in forfeitufepart or all of their budgeted
funds. The budget year for the National Executigen@itteeman and the
Alternate National Executive Committeeman shalirbegth the Fall N.E.C
meeting(Was deleted from Art. X1V).



