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May 9, 2017 

Mr. Tim Taschler Via email: WynolaWater@gmail.com 
Wynola Water District 
PO Box 193 
Santa Ysabel, CA 92070 

Re: 1405 Oakforest Road, Santa Ysabel, CA (the “Property”) 

Dear Mr. Taschler: 

Please be advised that this office represents Mr. and Mrs. Young with regard to the Wynola 
Water District’s (the ‘District”) attempt to levy unauthorized fees against the Youngs.  Please direct 
all further correspondence to this office.  As explained in more detail below, your letter of May 1, 
2017 and subsequent email of May 5, 2017 is an unauthorized attempt to collect an illegal fee. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

In late September 2003 the prior owner of the Property entered into a Letter of 
Agreement (“Agreement”) whereby the Property Owner agreed to allow the District to place a well 
on the Property and the District agreed to cover all costs of surveying, trenching, equipment rental, 
power lines, and the placement of a “wooden box (or equivalent materials) of approximately 4’ x 4’ x 
3’.  This Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” for your reference.   

The well on the Property was installed between September 2003 and October 2004.  The 
District failed to install the required security around the above ground equipment as well as 
reasonable plantings at the time the well was installed.  Beginning in approximately March 2017 you 
informed the Youngs that the District was going to install an 8 ft. high enclosure with 3 rows of 
barbed wire on top of a 10’ x 10’ commercial grade chain link fence around the District’s easement.  
The Youngs objected to such action as it was in contravention of the District’s easement and would 
constitute an overburdening of the easement by the District.  After several weeks of verbal threats and 
harassment by you, the District installed a metal box approximately 4’x4’x3’ to protect the well on 
the Property at sometime during the last two weeks of April 2017. 

On or about May 2, 2017 the Youngs received a letter dated May 1, 2017 signed by you 
requesting $2,047.50 for title and legal work.  On or about May 5, 2017, the Youngs received an 
email from you requesting $2,047.50. 



DISCUSSION 

The request for $2,047.50 is improper and a potentially illegal fee levied on behalf of the 
District.  Pursuant to the Agreement with the District, the District is required to pay for all costs 
associated with the installation and maintenance of the well.  This includes the casing required to be 
placed around the well that the district failed to originally install.   

Your reference to section XII of the Rules and Regulations is improper.  None of your actions 
described above were an attempt to enforce the easement.  Rather, your actions described above were 
an attempt by the District to overburden the easement by attempting to erect a structure in 
contravention of the Agreement.  Further, the section beginning with “grounds for an action to 
recover sums…” is similarly inapplicable.  Monies are only recoverable if there is a failure to comply 
with the Rules and Regulations - - an event that has not occurred nor has notice of such an event been 
given to the Youngs. 

As a separate matter, pursuant to the Agreement, the District must maintain liability insurance 
of at least $1,000,000 for itself and all of its subcontractors or agents.  Please immediately provide a 
copy of the District’s insurance policy so that we may determine whether or not the Youngs need to 
be named as additional insured. 

CONCLUSION 

We hereby demand that you immediately rescind your attempt to illegally extort $2,047.50 
from the Youngs no later than 5pm on May 12, 2017 in order to avoid further action against both the 
Wynola Water District and you personally.  Additionally, please provide a copy of the liability 
insurance policy to this office no later than May 15, 2017. 

Please note that we reserve all of the Young’s rights and this letter is not intended to provide 
an exhaustive recitation of, and is without prejudice to, their rights and remedies in law or equity. 

Sincerely, 
AUSTIN LEGAL GROUP, APC 

Gina M. Austin 

cc: Wynola Water Board 
      Jamelle McCoullough, County Department of Small Water Systems 

Enclosures 
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