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18B attorney: An attorney given to a person by the court.
(County Law Sec. 18b.) See assigned counsel.

A
abandonment: 1. Family Court: When a parent leaves a child
with little or no care or contact for a long time. 2. Divorce cases:
A reason to give a divorce. When a husband or wife has left the
other for no good reason for one year or more, and the other
person did not agree. 3. Housing cases: When a person does
something that shows he or she is not interested in the home and
will not return. See constructive abandonment.
abrogate: To drop an old law by using another law or
constitutional power.
Absent Without Leave from Foster Care (AWOL): 1. A youth is
AWOL when a youth leaves his or her foster care home without
permission. If the youth stays away for more than 90 days, he or
she can be dropped from foster care and can lose some benefits.
2. In the military: When a soldier leaves his or her post without
permission.
abstract of judgment: A short version of the court’s final
decision. A lot of words left out.
abstract: A short version (summary) of a legal document. A lot of
words left out.
accessory: A person who gives help to a person who commits a
crime without directly committing it himself or herself.
accomplice: A person who commits a crime with another person.
See accessory.
accounting: 1. A report listing all of the debt and assets of a
person or thing (estate, company, corporation). 2. Surrogate’s
Court: A report of the money spent, given out, and earned
including any fees and unpaid bills. This includes support papers,
like a will, receipts, bills, and taxes. 3. Surrogate’s Court: The
name of the paper filed to show what money was spent or given
out or earned in an estate, administration, trust, or guardianship.
Must be filed by a fiduciary.
accrual: The total amount of money that is owed or that is late.
accusatory instrument: A paper filed with the court charging a
person with one or more offenses.
accused: The person that is charged with a crime and has to go
to criminal court. See defendant.
acknowledgment: 1. A person says that something is true. 2. A
written statement signed in front of an official, like a notary public,
who says the person signing who he or she claims to be.
Acknowledgment of Paternity: A voluntary written statement
made by the mother and the biological father where they say that
the man is the father of the child. A properly executed statement
has the same effect as a court order.
acquit: A decision by a Judge or jury that the person on trial is
not guilty.
ACS: Administration for Children’s Services. See New York City
Children’s Services.
action: In court, when one person sues someone else to: 1.
Protect or enforce a right, or 2. Stop something bad from
happening or fix something, or 3. Punish him or her for a crime.
active status: A case that is in court but is waiting for a decision
has active status. See disposition, pending.
ad damnun: Latin: “To the damage.” The amount of money
claimed in a case.
ad litem: Latin: "For this lawsuit." In this case only.
addendum: Another paper or words added to an original paper
or set of papers.
Adolescent Offender: A 16 year old who is charged with a felony
committed after September 30, 2018, or a 17 year old who is
charged with a felony committed after September 30, 2019.
adjournment: To put off a court date until another time or place.
adjournment in contemplation of dismissal (ACD): A decision
to put off a trial for a certain amount of time, usually six months. If
the conditions of the ACD are met then the case is dropped.
adjudicate: When a Judge hears and decides a case.
adjudication: 1. The judge’s decision in a case. 2. The process
of deciding a case.
administration: 1.Management (officials) at the highest level of
government or business. 2. Surrogate’s Court: The proceeding
that handles the estate of a person that died with no will
(intestate). See probate.
administrative procedure: The way a government agency
makes and enforces its rules and orders without going to court to
do it. See Article 78 proceeding.
administrator: 1. A person appointed by the court to manage
and settle the estate of a person who died without a will. 2.
Where there is a will but no executor (a person in charge of the
estate) is named, or the executor can't act, an administrator can
be appointed to replace the executor (cun testamento anexo) or
to complete (finish) what the will demands. (de bonis non).
admissible evidence: Statements, papers and other things that
can legally be used in court to prove a fact.
admission: A statement by one side in a case that helps the
other side. Compare with confession.
admonish: 1. To warn or scold. 2. To advise
admonition to jury: Instructions from a Judge to the jurors
about: 1. What they must do and how they must behave, or 2.
What evidence they can use to make their decision (called
"admissible" evidence), or 3. How they can use that evidence to
make a decision.
adoption: The legal placement of a child with new parents.
ADR (alternative dispute resolution): A way of helping people
decide legal problems without a trial. Mediation and arbitration
are types of ADR.
adultery: 1. When a husband or wife has any sexual act with
someone who is not his or her husband or wife without
permission. 2. A reason to grant a divorce.
adversary: An opponent. The person on the other side of a case.
adversary system: The court procedure in the United States and
some other countries. This procedure, called trial practice, gives
each side the chance to say his or her position in court.
adverse witness: A person called to testify for the other side.
affiant: A person who prepares and signs an affidavit (a legal
paper).
affidavit: A written statement sworn to in front of someone legally
authorized, like a notary public.
affidavit of service: A paper signed by someone not involved in
a case saying that the papers were given (served) to another
person who is named on the papers.
affirm: 1. To say that something is true or correct. 2. When a
higher court decides that a lower court ruling is right.
affinity: The relationship of a person to his or her spouse’s
(husband or wife's) family. Related by marriage.
affirmation: A formal declaration that a statement is true. To lie is
perjury and a person can be punished.
affirmative defense: A reason that would make a defendant not
responsible, or not guilty in a criminal case, even if the claims are
true. The defendant has to prove what he or she says is true; it's
called the burden of proof.
aftercare: Community based services for a young person, his or
her family, and/or guardian after a young person is let go from
foster care. It provides services to help the young person to stay
at home safely and to leave foster care and/or institutional
settings.
agent: Someone that has permission to act for another. A
representative.
aging out: A term referring to a young person who must leave
foster care because he or she has become too old and does not
have a permanent plan in place. See permanency plan hearing.
Aging out can occur at 18 but the young person has to stay in
“care” until 21. At 21 the young person will leave care except in
rare cases.
agreement: An understanding between two or more people
about their rights and duties to each other.
a.k.a.: A short way of saying “also known as.” For example,
President William Jefferson Clinton is also known as Bill Clinton,
a.k.a. Bubba.
alias: A name used by a person that is not his or her legal name.
alibi: A claim that the person accused was somewhere else at
the time a crime was committed.
alimony: Money the court orders you to pay to a spouse
(husband or wife) or ex-spouse. See maintenance and spousal
support.
allegation: A statement or claim that is made and has not been
proven to be true or false.
allege: To say that something is true even if it has not been
proven.
allocution: 1. Criminal Court: A statement by a convicted
defendant before sentencing to try to shorten the time in jail. 2. In
Civil Court: When a Judge reads an agreement on the record
with the parties before accepting it. 3. A formal speech.
alternate juror: A person picked for a jury in case a juror needs
to be replaced.
alternative dispute resolution (ADR): A way of helping people
decide legal problems without a trial. Mediation and arbitration
are types of ADR.
amend: To change or fix something.
amicus curiae: Latin: “friend of the court.” Someone that gives
advice to the court about what the law means in a case but is not
part of the case.
ancillary proceeding: 1. A case that grows out of another case.
It is filed in order to help in the original case, or to help change
something. 2. Surrogate’s Court: A case asking the court to
appoint someone to manage the New York real or personal
property of an out-of-state or foreign estate.
ancillary relief: Everything else that can be asked for in a
divorce case on top of the divorce itself. For example,
maintenance, sometimes called alimony, division of property,
responsibility for debts or bills, child support, etc. See equitable
distribution, maintenance, and marital property.
annul: To cancel.
annulment: A legal action that says a marriage was never legal
because of mental problems, incest, bigamy, being too young to
consent, fraud, force, or physical incapacity. Also called nullity of
marriage.
anonymous: When someone’s name is kept secret or is
unknown.
answer: 1. A statement that a defendant writes to reply to a civil
case and says what defenses he or she will use. 2. Housing
Court: What a respondent says about the landlord/owner’s
claims. Usually verbal, but can be in writing.
appeal: A request to a higher court to check a lower court’s
decision to find out if it was right. The person who asks for the
appeal is called the appellant. The other person is called the
appellee.
appearance: 1. Going to court. 2. A legal paper that says you
will participate in the court process.
appellant: Someone who asks a higher court to change a lower
court’s decision. A person who starts an appeal. See appellee.
appellate court: A court that can check how the law was used to
decide a case in a lower court. In New York State the appellate
courts are: The Appellate Term, the Appellate Division, and the
Court of Appeals.
appellee: A person who is the respondent (the person
defending) an appeal in a higher court.
APPLA: A Family Court definition that stands for “another
planned permanent living arrangement.” See permanency
planning goal and trial discharge.
A&R statement: An accounts and records statement made by
the Support Collection Unit (SCU) listing the payments made
and money owed under an order of support.
arbitration: A way to settle issues outside the court where a
person that isn't involved in the case acts as a Judge and makes
a decision. See mediation and neutral evaluation. Usually this
decision is final and can't be appealed.
arbitrator: A person who is not a Judge but can hear and decide
a case.
archives: A place where old records and files are kept for safe
keeping.
argument: A statement, reason or fact for or against something
in a case.
arraignment: When a person who is accused of committing a
crime is taken to court, is told about the charges, and is asked to
plead guilty or not guilty.
arrears: Money that is overdue or unpaid. Usually used in
reference to unpaid rent or child support.
arrest: Taking a person into custody because of criminal activity.
A person can be taken into custody with or without a warrant. See
warrant.
arrest warrant: See warrant.
Article 78 Proceeding: A Supreme Court case that can change
an order made by an administrative agency, like NYCHA or
Section 8.
Article 81 Proceeding: A Supreme Court case to name a person
as the guardian of another who can't handle his or her affairs.
ascertain: To make sure. To find out if something is true.
assault: The threat or use of force that makes another person
afraid or offended. See battery.
assigned counsel: An attorney assigned by the court to
represent a party. See 18B attorney.
assignee: A person or business who is given rights, powers or
duties. Examples: A collection agency is an assignee who has the
same rights as the person who was owed the money originally.
assignment of support rights: If a person gets public
assistance benefits and then later on gets child support, part or all
of the public assistance money must be repaid to the
government.
Assistant District Attorney: A lawyer from the district attorney’s
office who prosecutes people on behalf of the public. See District
Attorney.
attachment: 1. Extra documents added to court papers to give
more information. 2. An order that says a person can collect a
judgment by taking the other person's property.
attestation: The act of proving a document’s truth by signing as a
witness.
attorney: Someone licensed to represent clients in court and to
give legal advice. See counsel and lawyer.
attorney for child: Lawyer assigned by the court to be a child’s
attorney.
attorney in fact: A person given “power of attorney” to act for
another person.
attorney of record: The lawyer whose name is listed in a case
file as representing someone in the case.
audit: When records or accounts are looked at to check that they
are right and complete.
authenticated copy: A copy of an original writing that is certified
or verified (sworn to) by a proper officer.
automated administrative enforcement of interstate (AEI)
cases: Part of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) that lets states find, put a lien on,
and take property from people in a different state that owe money.
award: 1. The amount of money given by an arbitrator or a jury in
a judgment. 2. To give something by a formal act or a judicial
order.

B
bail: A money deposit (usually cash) given to the court to release
a defendant or witness from custody and to make sure that he or
she comes back to court.
bail bond: A legal paper that a person buys from a bondsman
and gives to the court instead of money. If the defendant doesn't
come to court as ordered, the bondsman must pay the amount of
money on the bail bond to the court.
Bail Bondsman: A person who gets paid to put up the money for
bail to allow a witness or defendant to be released from custody.
If the defendant or witness does not come to court as ordered,
the bondsman must pay the amount of money on the bail bond to
the court.
bail exoneration: When a Judge makes a decision that the bail
money can be returned.
bail forfeiture: When a defendant doesn’t return to court on time,
he or she gives up the money (bail) that was deposited with the
court to get free.
bail receipt: A written statement that the court gives a defendant
that says bail was paid.
bail schedule: A list of the amount of money that is suggested
for temporarily releasing people on different charges.
bailiff: A person that is in charge of security in the court. Also
called a Court Officer.
bank levy: 1. A way to get money in a judgment against
someone. 2. The money that is taken from debtor’s bank
account.
bankruptcy: A court case started by a person who can't pay his
or her debts asking the court to allow him or her to not pay the
debts back.
bar: 1. To block or stop something or someone. 2. The group of
lawyers permitted to practice law in a state.
barratry: Making a habit of starting fights or lawsuits. Starting
lawsuits without a good reason.
battery: The use of force on a person that causes harmful or
offensive contact without his or her permission. See assault.
bench: 1. The desk where a Judge sits in court. 2. Judges in
general or a specific Judge can be called "the bench".
bench conference: A meeting with the attorneys and the Judge
at the judge’s bench to talk about something in the case. It may or
may not be a part of the official record.
bench trial: Trial without a jury where the Judge decides the
case.
bench warrant: An order given by the Judge (or "bench") to
arrest a person when he or she did not appear at court. See
warrant.
beneficiary: 1. A person who can receive something because of
a legal arrangement or document. 2. Surrogate’s Court: Any
person who can share in an estate.
bequest: A gift in a will of money or other property.
best interest of the child (BIC): The standard that courts use to
decide who will take care of the child. Some factors that courts
look at are: the age and health of the child, the emotional ties
between the parents and the child, the ability of the parents to
care for the child, and the child’s ties to school, home, and the
community.
bifurcate: 1. To separate. 2. A case where the responsibility of a
person is decided before the amount of money is awarded.
bill of costs: The list of specific expenses included in a judgment
on top of the money already given.
bill of particulars: A formal list of statements that clarify or detail
the charges and/or facts in a case. Usually given after a request
is made.
bind: To make yourself or someone else legally responsible for
something.
bind over: A judge’s decision before a trial that says there is
enough evidence for a trial.
blood test: An examination someone’s blood sample. This is
usually used to see how much of a certain chemical is in the
blood or to see who is the parent of a child. See genetic testing.
bona fide: Latin: “In good faith.” Sincere, real, without lies. True
bond: 1. A guarantee that a person will do something. A
promise. 2. A written promise to pay money or do something if
something happens or a certain amount of time passes.
book (booking): The steps taken by the police when someone is
arrested. Includes taking fingerprints, photographs, and writing
down personal information about the person.
breath test: Examining someone’s breath to see how much
alcohol is in his or her body. Sometimes called a Breathalyzer
test.
brief: 1. A written statement that each side gives the court to say
why the court should decide in his or her favor. 2. A short amount
of time.
burden of proof: A person's duty to prove the truth of his or her
claim.
burglary: When someone unlawfully breaks into or enters a
building or home to commit a theft or other serious crime (felony).

C
calendar: A daily list of all the cases to be heard in a courtroom.
"To calendar" something means to give a day, time, and
courtroom to a case.
calendar call: The calling of the names of the cases listed on the
calendar by the clerk. Usually done at the beginning of the court
day.
calendar number: The number assigned to a case when the
case is scheduled for trial by the court. It is different from the
index number that is given when the case is filed with the clerk. A
separate fee is charged for the calendar number.
caption: What is written at the top of all court papers. It says
things like the names of the parties, court, and case number.
case: 1. A lawsuit. 2. A complaint filed in any court. The folder
that has the official court papers case file: for a case.
case conferencing: a case is conferenced with both sides and
the judge or the judge’s court attorney to try to settle the case
before going to trial.
case law: Law made by other decisions in similar cases.
case number: Identification number that the court clerk’s office
gives a case. This number is on all papers filed in the case. Also
called docket number or index number.
caseload: The number of cases a Judge has to hear.
caseworker: Family Court. A person assigned to help families
and, if a case is started, to testify about what he or she did to
help. Caseworkers may work for a government or a private
agency.
cashier: Court employee who can accept payments for services.
cause of action: 1. A group of facts used as a reason to sue. 2.
Grounds that say a case can be started. 3. The charges (or
"counts") that are in the case or lawsuit.
caveat emptor: Latin. “Let the buyer beware.” The idea that a
person buys things at his or her own risk.
certificate: A document where a fact is formally sworn to and
has an official seal. Example: A death certificate.
certificate of compliance: Document required by the New York
City Housing Maintenance Code for the landlord/owner to certify
that violations have been corrected.
certificate of disposition: An official court document that says
the status of a case or its final result.
Certificate of Good Conduct: A certificate from the state board
of parole to eligible persons who have two or more felony
convictions and any number of misdemeanor convictions. It
clears barriers from state or municipal law, and is the proof of
rehabilitation that an employer is required by law to consider
when a person applies for a job.
certificate of readiness: A paper given to the court saying that
you are ready for trial.
Certificate of Relief from Civil Disabilities: May be granted by
the Court to a defendant who has been sentenced to a revocable
sentence (probation, conditional discharge, etc.) or sentence that
is not a commitment to a state correctional facility. The certificate
removes any bar to his or her employment that was imposed by
law because of his or her conviction. Application for a certificate
can be obtained at the clerk’s office of the court where the
sentence was given.
certification: 1. Criminal Court: A judge’s order to move a
criminal case to another court in a different county. 2. The act of
certifying. See certify.
certified copy: An official copy of a paper marked as being a
true copy of the original. If from a governmental agency it will
usually have a seal.
certified statement: A statement which has been sworn to as
true in front of a Notary Public.
certify: To swear to the truth in writing.
certiorari: Latin: “To be more fully informed.” An action used to
review the decision or action of a public official or agency. Now
under Article 78 of the CPLR.
challenge: Someone’s objection or argument against something
in a legal case.
challenge for cause: Reasons that a lawyer gives for removing
a juror or Judge from a case. See peremptory challenge.
chambers: A judge’s office.
change in circumstances (CIC): Family Court: Words often
used to explain a change in a court order.
change of venue: When a civil or criminal case is moved from
one court’s jurisdiction to another. See venue.
charge: Criminal Court. Verb. To accuse a person of a crime.
Noun: The formal accusation of a crime before prosecution listing
the offenses. See count.
charge to the jury: In a trial, a statement to the jury by the
Judge telling it what principles of law to use in the case.
chattel: A piece of personal property. For example, a car or a
bracelet.
child/minor: A person under 18 years of age. A youth in foster
care may be referred to as a “child” by the court until he or she
leaves foster care, which can occur as late as 21 years old.
child abuse: Hurting or allowing someone to hurt a child
physically, sexually or emotionally.
child advocate: Someone with special training appointed by the
court to help a child in a case.
child custody: The care, control, and maintenance of a child
given by a court. Custody can be given to a relative, but usually
it’s given to one of the parents. This term is also used to describe
who the child lives with.
child custody evaluation: An investigation and analysis by an
expert of the health, safety, welfare, and best interests of children
(BIC). It is ordered by a court to help solve custody and visitation
arguments.
child maltreatment: See child abuse and/or child neglect.
child neglect: When a person legally responsible for the care or
custody of a child does not give proper care. For example not
giving a child enough food, shelter, clothing, education, and or
medical care. Neglect can be physical or emotional. Also known
as a “NN Petition.”
Child Protective Services: The state agency that acts on the
reports of child abuse and neglect. In NYC that agency is the
Administration for Children’s Services (ACS).
child support: Money paid by a parent to another to help
support a child or children after a separation.
child support enforcement (CSE) agency: This is the agency
in every state that makes, enforces and changes child support. It
also looks for parents that don’t have custody (called
"noncustodial parents," or "NCPs"), or to find the person assumed
to be the father of a child (called a "putative father," or "PF"). It
collects and gives out child support money, and is also known as
an "IV-D agency." See IV-D.
Child Support Standards Act (CSSA): The law that determines
the amount of child support to be paid.
Child Support Enforcement Term of the Family Court (CSET):
A special section in the New York City Family Court located in
New York County which handles child support and paternity when
the child requiring support receives public assistance. CSET
makes and enforces these child support and paternity orders.
circumstantial evidence: Testimony not based on personal
knowledge or observation of the facts in the case.
citation: 1. A court order or summons that tells a defendant
what the charges are. It also tells the defendant to go to court
and/or post bail. 2. Surrogate’s Court: The process by the court
to get jurisdiction over someone and give him or her notice of the
proceeding. 3. A group of numbers and letters used to find a
case in a law text book or legal reference.
cite: 1. When a defendant who is not in custody must go to
court on a certain day. 2. To refer to something as important
authority in a case. Lawyers often cite past cases as examples of
decisions that help in their argument now.
civil case: A lawsuit for money, to get property back, to force
someone to complete a contract, or to protect someone’s civil
rights.
civil jurisdiction: A court’s right or power to hear noncriminal
(civil) cases.
claim of exemption: A claim by the judgment debtor that the law
stops certain property from being taken to pay the judgment.
claim splitting: When you divide a civil case into two lawsuits to
stay below the amount you are allowed to sue for.
clerk: A court official who handles filings, motions, pleadings, etc.
Clerk of the Court: A person authorized by law to administer
(give) oaths and sign the process or mandates of the court. May
be known as the Chief Clerk.
codes: A set of laws, rules or regulations.
codicil: A legal paper that adds to or changes a will.
cohabitation: To live with, and usually have sexual relations with,
another person.
collaborative law: A way to solve conflicts without going to
court. Both sides have a lawyer, but they agree not to go to
court. A type of ADR.
Community Dispute Resolution Center (CDRC): Organizations
that give people with conflict different ways to work out their
issues without going to court. See Mediation and Arbitration.
commingle: When someone mixes properties or money intended
for different purposes into a common fund or bank account.
Commissioner of Jurors: The person in charge of telling
people that they have to do jury duty.
commit: 1. To do something, for example, a crime. 2. To put
someone in custody. 3. To use a court order to send a person to
jail.
commitment order: A court order that says a person must be
kept in custody, usually in a jail or mental institution.
common law: 1. Laws that come from court decisions and not
from statutes ("codes") or constitutions. 2. The body of law
which began in England on where U.S. law came from.
compensatory damages: Money that one person must pay
another to cover the cost of a wrong or injury. For example, in
car accident, the cost of fixing the car. See damages.
competence order: An order from a court saying a person is
mentally able (understands enough) to take part in a court case.
complainant: Person that starts a court case against another
person. In a civil case, the complainant is the plaintiff. In a
criminal case, the complainant is the State.
complaint: A written statement that starts a case. It says what
the plaintiff says the defendant did and it asks the court for relief
(help). Also called the initial pleading or petition.
compliance hearing: Hearing to find out if the repairs were
made in an HP case.
compulsory: Required by legal process or by law.
concur: A "concurring" opinion agrees with the decision of the
majority either for the same or for different reasons. See opinion
and dissent.
concurrent jurisdiction: When two or more courts can hear the
same case.
concurrent sentences: Sentences that can be served at the
same time. For example, if a person has concurrent sentences of
10 years and 5 years, he or she can serve a total of 10 years.
Compare with consecutive sentences.
condemnation: 1. The act of finding a person guilty in a court.
2. The taking of property for public use.
conditional discharge: A sentence given by a Judge that orders
a person to do or not do certain things while they are released.
For example attend a drug treatment program or not breaking any
more laws.
confession: When someone admits, out loud or in writing, that
he or she committed a crime. Compare with admission.
confession of judgment: A way to get a judgment without
having to start a lawsuit. The person or corporation confessing
the judgment signs an affidavit agreeing that an amount of
damages is owed.
Confidential Personal Information (CPI): Things that may be
removed from court papers to protect a person, like, social
security numbers, birthdates, and tax information. See NYCRR
number 202 section 5(e) .
confidential record: Information in a court case that can't be
seen by the public. See public record, sealed record.
confidentiality and privilege: The right to have a lawyer keep
his or her client’s information private and not share it with others.
There are three exceptions: 1. If the lawyer thinks his or her
client is going to commit a crime and he or she cannot stop the
client. 2. If the lawyer believes his or her client is going to hurt
him or herself. 3. If the client has told a lie in court after he or
she has sworn to tell the truth.
conformed copy: A copy of a document where changes have
been made to make it the same as the original.
consecutive sentences: Sentences that are served one after
the other. For example, if a person has consecutive sentences of
10 years and 5 years, he or she must serve a total of 15 years.
Compare with concurrent sentences.
consanguinity: Relationship by blood. A blood relative.
consent to marry (M Petition): The marriage of a minor, who is
at least 14 years and less than 16 years old. It must be approved
by the court.
conservatee: Someone that can't take care of him or herself and
has a caretaker (called the "conservator") picked by the court.
conservator: Someone picked by the court to either take care of
someone that can't take care of him or herself (called a
"conservatee") or take care of the property of the conservatee, or
both.
conservator of the estate: A person or business picked by a
Judge to handle the financial matters of a person when the Judge
decides that the person (called the "conservatee") can't do it.
conservator of the person: A person or business picked by a
Judge to care for and protect a person when the Judge decides
that the person (called the "conservatee") can't do it.
conservatorship: A court proceeding where a Judge appoints a
caretaker for an adult that is unable to care for him or herself.
consolidation of actions: When at least two cases that involve
the same issues of law are put together and become one case.
One judgment will cover all parties.
constitution: The central law of a country that sets up the
creation, character, and organization of its power and how that
power is used. The rules and principles, descriptions of the
government’s power, and the main rights that the people of a
country or state have.
constructive abandonment: A reason to grant a divorce. This
happens when one party refuses, without reason, to have sexual
relations with the other for at least one year. See abandonment.
constructive eviction: When a tenant can't use part or all of an
apartment because of something the landlord/owner has done or
allowed.
Consumer Credit Protection Act (CCPA): Federal law that
limits how much money can be taken from someone’s paycheck
to pay for child support. States can set their own limits as long as
these limits are not higher than the federal ones.
contempt: When doing or not doing (or saying) something
prevents justice or hurts the honor, respect, or authority of the
court. This includes ignoring or disobeying a Judge or a court
order. Contempt can be for something that was not done on
purpose (Civil Contempt) and can be punished with fines and/or
jail until the order is followed. It can also be on purpose (Criminal
Contempt), and is punishable by jail up to 30 days even if the
order is followed.
contested action: A case where the parties don't agree on the
facts or the law. unintentional
contested divorce: A case where a person doesn't want the
divorce action. This means that the parties can't agree on the
terms of their divorce.
continuance: Putting off a court case to a later date. See
adjournment; compare with recess.
continued: Postponed, or put off to a later date.
continuing exclusive jurisdiction: The idea that only one
support order exist between the same people at one time, even
when they are in a different State. The court of continuing
exclusive jurisdiction (CCEJ) has control over a support case
until another court takes it away. This is defined in the Uniform
Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA). See Uniform Interstate
Family Support Act.
contract: An agreement between two or more people to do or
not to do something. It can be oral (verbal) or written (on paper).
convey: 1. To give the title to property to another. 2. To make
known or communicate.
conviction: In a criminal case. A finding of guilt either by plea
or by trial.
coram nobis: Latin: "Before us, in our presence." A legal paper

