MARTINEZ LAKE FIRE DISTRICT
OPEN PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Location: Martinez Lake Fire District – Main Fire Station
Address: 10845 E. Martinez Lake Road
Meeting Called to Order: Approximately 10:05 a.m.
Adjournment: Approximately 10:28 a.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER
The Open Public Meeting of the Martinez Lake Fire District was called to order at approximately 10:05 a.m.
2. ROLL CALL
Fire District Board Members Present:
· Peggy Stankovich – Participating via telephone
· Sherry Darling – Present in person
A quorum of the Board was present.
Also Present:
· Fire Chief Jody Little
· Fire Chief Daniel Goodwin
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance.
4. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES
The minutes of the previous Martinez Lake Fire District Open Public Meeting were presented for approval.
Motion: Peggy Stankovich moved to approve the previous meeting minutes as presented.
Second: Sherry Darling seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
5. CORRESPONDENCE
No new correspondence or updates were reported.
6. NEW BUSINESS
No additional new business was reported.
7. ELECTION FILING
Fire Chief Jody Little reported that election information had been forwarded to the Yuma County Board of Supervisors, which was in contact with David Rogers, legal counsel for Martinez Lake Fire District, regarding the matter.
8. SNAKE REMOVAL AND COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION
Board Member Peggy Stankovich requested that notification be distributed to members of the Martinez Lake and Fisher's Landing communities advising residents that the Martinez Lake Fire District continues to provide assistance with the removal and relocation of snakes.
Chief Little explained that snakes removed by Fire District personnel are relocated to the wildlife refuge and released approximately one mile from the nearest residence.
Peggy Stankovich, Sherry Darling, and Chief Little discussed the importance of educating the public regarding the protection of wildlife and agreed that residents should be encouraged not to kill snakes or other wildlife.
The discussion emphasized that wildlife should be handled in accordance with applicable laws and that snakes serve an important role in the local ecosystem, particularly by helping control populations of rodents and other vermin.
The District will continue encouraging residents to contact the Fire District for assistance with snake removal rather than attempting to kill or unnecessarily harm wildlife.
9. FIRE CHIEF'S REPORT
Fire Chief Daniel Goodwin provided an update regarding District operations and staffing since the previous Open Public Meeting held in August 2026.
Labor Day Weekend Staffing and River Operations
Chief Goodwin reported that District staffing was increased for the Labor Day holiday weekend in anticipation of increased recreational activity on the river.
The District provided two EMTs assigned to river operations with the Yuma County Sheriff's Office, assisting with monitoring and emergency response coverage on the river during the holiday weekend.
Station staffing was also increased to three firefighters per day to support the District's goal of having four personnel available to respond in the event of a structure fire, consistent with the District's ISO staffing requirements and response objectives.
Although the Yuma County Sheriff's Office experienced activity on the river during the holiday weekend, no major incidents involving Martinez Lake Fire District occurred.
District personnel did provide a fire extinguisher to the owner of a boat experiencing a fire. The boat owner was able to extinguish the fire using multiple fire extinguishers.
Because the incident was successfully handled by the boat owner and did not result in a formal request for Fire District response, no formal incident call was generated for Martinez Lake Fire District.
10. FINANCIAL REPORT
Fire Chief Jody Little reported that the District's financial records had been reconciled through the end of July 2026.
The following financial information was reported:
· Yuma County Treasurer's Fund balance: $16,888
· Outstanding warrants: Approximately $115,000
· Outstanding prior fiscal-year tax collections: Approximately $41,000
Chief Little explained that the outstanding warrant balance is related to the timing gap between District expenditures and the collection and distribution of property tax revenues.
The District continues to have approximately $41,000 in outstanding tax collections attributable to the previous fiscal year.
11. CALL TO THE PUBLIC
A Call to the Public was made.
No members of the public were present.
No public comments were received.
12. NEXT MEETING
The next Martinez Lake Fire District Open Public Meeting is scheduled for the second Wednesday of November 2026 at 10:00 a.m. at the Martinez Lake Fire District Main Fire Station.
13. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business before the Board, Sherry Darling moved to adjourn the meeting.
Second: Peggy Stankovich seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
The Martinez Lake Fire District Open Public Meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:28 a.m.
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