
AQHA Level 1 Show History 

The AQHA West Level 1 Championships were first held in 2012.  

AQHA first hosted the AQHA Level 1 Championships in 2012. Back then, the events 
were known as the AQHA Novice Championships, then a few years later, the event 
name changed to AQHA Level 1 Championships. The initial Level 1 Championships 
hosted by AQHA were the West and East. 

Since the inaugural event, the AQHA West Level 1 Championships have called the 
South Point Equestrian Center in Las Vegas home. 

From 2012 to 2015, the Level 1 Championships were offered in October. Then in 2016, 
the events were moved to spring, with the West Level 1 Championships now running 
the third week of April. 

When the show moved from October to April, AQHA removed qualifying specially for the 
2016 Level 1 Championships. Up until that point, Level 1 exhibitors were required to 
qualify either by national means or through their affiliate. With the increased entries in 
2016, the AQHA Executive Committee gave pause to the qualification requirements, 
and for the 2018 Level 1 Championships, did away with qualification methods entirely. 
Now any eligible exhibitor may enter the Level 1 Championships.  

Over the years, AQHA has also added more levels to the Level 1 Championships. 
Rookie was added in 2014, then five walk-trot classes were added in 2018.  

Since the inaugural events in 2012, AQHA Corporate Partner Nutrena has been the title 
sponsor of the Nutrena AQHA East Level 1 Championships. In 2020, Nutrena became 
the title sponsor of all three regional Level 1 Championships: West, Central and East. 

Unfortunately, the 2020 event – which was slated for April 15-19 in Las Vegas – was 
cancelled due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. As a result, Nutrena Level 1 
classes will be added to the 2020 AQHA world shows. 

 
MQHYA Level 1 Championship Assistance: proof of paid entry due 7 days after L1 
Championship Show entry deadline.  Proof of entry must be emailed to:  
MONTANAQHA@GMAIL.COM.  A maximum of five (5) $200 award(s) are available. 
ONE PER MQHYA MEMBER; awarded in order of received.  Must be a current member 
of MQHYA, MQHYA back number purchased, and attend 2 meetings from Convention 
to application deadline.  
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