Thank you,
Tom Balding,
for supporting the
NILE VRH show
and MQHA!

Thank you,
Cinch,
for supporting
MQHA!

MQHA E-Newsletter

WINTER 2025

2024 MQHA CONVENTION

The MQHA 2024 Convention was held December 6-8 at the
Great Northern Hotel in Helena, MT.

FRIDAY NIGHT started with an MQHA Board
of Directors Meeting followed by a Member
Appreciation Social —complete with food,
beverages, trivia & awards. MQHA was
selling keys for a chance to unlock (and take
home) a scooter! The lucky key holder was
Charlene Greene!

MQHA BOD & Nat’l Directors: Michele McGuigan, Michele Shaw,
Lesli Glen, Cathy Dekker, Rita Church, Tracy Brown, Laura Bakker,
Ruth McDonald-Gates, Tyrell Burklund

(Not Pictured: Josh Shengle, Britt Kissock-Robinson, Julie
Schumacher, Tracy Tiner, Mindi Wilson, Stan Weaver, Marilyn
Randall, Janet Newton, Gary Lynn Olson, Nancy Weaver)

SATURDAY was a day of open meetings for MQHA
members & friends to share ideas and gain infor-
mation about MQHA, Amateurs, Youth, 2025
Shows, MQHA Committees, & AQHA Committees.

MQHA President, Tyrell Burklund
sporting a blingy jacket courtesy
of Emcee Bryce Glen.

SATURDAY NIGHT was an

evening to visit with friends during the cocktail hour, bidding on the
Silent Auction, and eating an amazing dinner. Bryce Glen auctioned
some fabulous live auction items.

And then it was time for the MQHA Year-end Awards!

DEDICATED TO PROMOTING
THE AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE
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Thank you,
Vista Equine,
Laurel Trading Post, &

Stockman Bank, for sup-
porting MQHA
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...AND THE WINNER IS...

OSR GUN DOWN PEPTO
Cindy Coe

VRH Amateur Reserve All-Around
Hi Point:
VRH Amateur Ranch Reining
VRH Amateur Cutting
VRH Amateur Cow Work
Reserve Hi Point:

VRH Amateur Ranch Trail

VRH Amateur Ranch Riding

VRH Amateur Ranch Confirmation

THATS A STYLISH OUI
Kim Bruggemann
Hi Point:

AQHA Ranch Riding

AQHA Senior Working Western Rail
AQHA L1 Ranch Riding

Success isn’t just about what you accomplish in you Life,

it's about what you inspire othiers to do.

N

~



DOCS STARLIGHT LENA
Rosemary Deurmeier
(Ridden by Gary Coooper)

All-Around VRH Junior Horse
Hi Point:
VRH Jr. Ranch Riding
VRH Jr. Ranch Trail
VRH Jr. Ranch Cow Work
VRH Jr. Ranch Cutting
VRH Jr. Ranch Confirmation
VRH Jr. Ranch Reining

Cathy Dekker

MQHA'’S Highest Total Hours
AQHA Recreational Riding Program

HARD WOODS
Carolyn Mack

Reserve All-Around
Select Amateur
Reserve Hi Point:
Select Amateur
Working Western Rail
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ONA BLUE IMPULSE

Charlene Greene Sidney McCasland
AQHA Amateur L1

MQHYA All-Around Rookie
Reserve All-Around
Hi Point: MQHYA All-Around Youth

AQHA Sr. Trail MQHYA Incentive Fund

AQHA Western Riding Recipient

AQHA L1 Amateur Trail
AQHA L1 Am Perf Halter Geldings
AQHA Select Am Western Pleasure

AQHA Select Am Halter Geldings
Reserve Hi Point:
AQHA Select Amateur Trail

Thank you,
On Point Performance Horses &
Josh Shengle,
for supporting
the NILE VRH show and MQHA!



Hi Point:
AQHA L1 Am Ranch Trail

DC MUY LITTLE CREEK
Michele McGuigan

Reserve Hi Point:
AQHA Amateur Ranch Trail
AQHA L1 Amateur Ranch Riding

Terry Olson &
Leslie Cochran Olson

Recipients of the

Joyce McDonald
Spirit of Giving Award

Presented by
Ruth McDonald-Gates

iOTHER YEAR-END WINNERS:

:BETTIN ONA BLUE

| Kelly K Chvatel

|
|SO HOT
| Clara Colburn

I
| OASK PEPTO QUIXOTE
:Cynthia Garoutte

| SS ONE HOT DOC

:Chelsea Headley

:I KNOW GOOD
| Kendra Jackson

: IMA PRETTY AND TUFF

| Aspen Larmer

|
|SHINY AND GOOD
| Janene Love

STELLA BELLA
Karla McDonald

HALLELUJAH IM DUN
Kimberly Nuccio

CHEX OUT ROYAL
Julie Schumacher

NOTICE MY MECHANICS
Suzanne Sherrick

MONTANA KAT
Faith Stevensen

GROOVY SMOKIN WIZ
Jackie Strain

HAIL N DIAMONDS
Connie Taverna

HONEY ISA DIAMOND
Theresa Mueller

Hi Point:
VRH Ltd Ranch Riding
AQHA L1 Am Ranch Riding
AQHA Select Am Ranch Riding
AQHA Select Am Ranch Trail
Reserve Hi Point:
VRH Ltd Ranch Trail
AQHA Senior Working Western Rail
AQHA L1 Am Ranch Trail

“J can make a General in five minutes,
Out a good Rorse ig Aard to replace.”

Thank you, Security Title Company and Julie Schumacher,
for your many years supporting MQHA!

- Abrakam Lincoln



MQHA PODCASTS

everyone to the MQHA Convention and Awards Ceremony. During the weekend, she interviewed MQHA
President Tyrell Burklund, MQHA Director Michele McGuigan, MQHA Secretary/Treasurer Laura Bakker, AQHA National
Director Marilyn Randall, and AQHA National Director Ruth McDonald Gates.

These are fun, informative podcasts for YOU to get to know some of the Board members and National Directors.

As Chair of the MQHA Breeders Committee, Lesli will be taking her show on the road, interviewing MQHA
Breeders throughout the state. We are very excited to spotlight the excellence in Quarter Horses Montana has to offer.

To view these podcasts go to our website, www.montanagha.com, and click on the MQHA Podcast tab.

But before Convention,
there was this little show...
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Another beautiful, KlMES RAN(H

wintery, piece
by Steve Devenyns

Thank you, Kimes Ranch, for your continued support
MQHA and the NILE VRH Show!



AQHA
WORLD SHOW

Gary Lynn Olson said it best (MQHA FB Post): Congratulations to Barb Bouma! Finalist in a good sized
Select L3 Horsemanship & 4th place in L2 Three Year Old Western Pleasure Stakes! Also, I’m told she won 5th
in the Select L2 Trail. (And the announcer thinks there’s a place in MT called CHATEAUX! Oh well, close!)

“Word hard in
silence;
ldet success
make ie noise.”

MQHA E-NEWSLETTER




“The Heart of a Champion is a rare
commodity. Everyone wants it, but very

few are willing to earn it.

The Heart of a Champion makes you
chase your dreams, even though the

world seems against you.

The Heart of a Champion push on and
never gives up, even when your body is
shattered and your limbs are numb.

The Heart of a Champion reminds you to
keep believing in yourself even when the
goal is still out of sight.

The Heart of a Champion is an inspiration

to others. An inspiration for them to
follow their dreams. An inspiration to
push through when quitting is the easy

way out.”

— Olaf Schaum

Thank you Ley Performance Horses, Kyra Ley, for your contin-
ued support of MQHA.

Thank you, American Stalls,
for your support of MQHA!
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A NEW YEAR
Renewed Hope
New Opportunities
New Adventures
New Ways to Give

And Love.

May THIS be your best
year yet!

Thank you,

Cody Veterinary Hospital,
Frank Herfords, &
Boehringer Ingelheim,
for supporting
the NILE VRH show and
MQHA!
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

**Indicates MQHA Approved Shows
O January 25, 2025 MSQHA Awards Banquet, Coeur D'Alene Casino, Worley, ID

O February 1-2, 2025 Ranch Roping Practice, CWC Equine Complex, Riverton, WY

O February 8, 2025 Bond Ranch Series, Worden, MT

O February 14-16, 2025 Central Wyoming Cutting Club Show, Hot Springs Fairgrounds,
Thermopolis, WY

O February 15, 2025 North Country Stockhorse Series, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT

¢  March 8, 2025 Bond Ranch Series, Worden, MT

O March TBD Early Thaw Show, Hurricane, UT

¢ March 14-16, 2025 Central Wyoming Cutting Club Show, Hot Springs Fairgrounds,
Thermopolis, WY

O March 15, 2025 North Country Stockhorse Series, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT

O March 22, 2025 Spring Fun Day Series, Kluz Performance Horses, 32 Mandy, Lane, Gillette, WY

O March 28-31, 2025 AQHA Convention, Southpoint Hotel, Las Vegas, NV

April 12, 2025 Kluz Performance Horses Ranch Shows, Gillette, WY

April 12, 2025 Bond Ranch Series, Worden, MT

April 12-13, 2025 EWQHEG Spring Show, Walla Walla, WA

April 17-20, 2025 Back to Basics, Bastian Agricultural Center, South Jordan, UT

April 20, 2025 Walla Walla Quarter Horse Show, Walla Walla, WA

April 22-24 Yellowstone Slide, Anderson Training Stables, Wilsall, MT

April 25, 2025 WMQHA Buckle Series Schooling Show, 5C Arena, Corvallis, MT

April 26, 2025 Spring Fun Day Series, Kluz Performance Horses, 32 Mandy, Lane, Gillette, WY
April 26-27, 2025 WMQHA Quarter Horse Show, 5 C Arena, Corvallis, MT**

April 26-27, 2025 MCQHA Horse Show, Walla Walla, WA

ST T T

MQHA E-NEWSLETTER
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April 27, 2025 North Country Stockhorse Series, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT
May 3, 2025 Kluz Performance Horses Ranch Shows, Gillette, WY
May 3-4, 2025 Tim Ketterman Clinic sponsored by MQHA Amateur Association,

Kirk's Farm & Stables, Billings, MT**
May 3-4, 2025 Jim Hanson Horsemanship & Mounted Shooting Clinic, Anaconda Saddle Club, Anaconda, MT
May 3-4 2025 CWQHA AQHA/ABRA Show, Moses Lake, WA
May 14-24, 2025 Pinnacle Circuit, Southpoint Equestrian Center, Las Vegas, NV
May 17, 2025 Spring Fun Day Series, Kluz Performance Horses, 32 Mandy, Lane, Gillette, WY
May 17-18, 2025 No Glitz, No Glamour Horse Show, Billings, MT
May 17-18, 2025 RMBA Ranch Horse Series, Twin Bridges Fairgrounds, Twin Bridges, MT
May 19-24, 2025 AQHA Level 1 Championships, Southpoint Equestrian Center, Las Vegas, NV
May 30-June 1, 2025 Horse Show Circuit, Gold Spike Event Center, Ogden, UT
May 31-June 1, 2025 All Breed Ranch Horse Challenge, Miller’s Horse Palace, Laurel, MT**

June 6-8, 2025 Big Sky Classic, Cottonwood Arena, Joliet, MT**

June 7-8, 2025 Anaconda Saddle Club Pole Bending & O-Mok-See, Anaconda Saddle Club, Anaconda, MT
June 13-14 406 Schooling Show Buckle Series, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT

June 14, 2025 Kluz Performance Horses Ranch Shows, Gillette, WY

June 15-21, 2025 AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse World Show, Fairgrounds, Amarillo, TX
June 21, 2025 Spokane Quarter Horse Show, Spokane Fairgrounds, Spokane, WA

June 21-22, 2025 RMBA Ranch Horse Series, Twin Bridges Fairgrounds, Twin Bridges, MT
June 20-July 6, 2025 APHA World Show, Will Rogers Memorial Center, Fort Worth, TX
June 24- July 6, 2025 EMO Celebration, Southpoint Equestrian Center, Las Vegas, NV
June 26-28 Yellowstone Slide, Anderson Training Stables, Wilsall, MT

June 28-29, 2025 Spark Some Fun, AQHA Rookie/Level 1, Super Barn, Billings, MT**

July 24-27, 2025 Rose Circuit, South Jordan, UT

July 18-20, 2025 Paint-O-Rama, Monroe, WA

July 22-27, 2025 MRHA Big Sky Reining Classic, Majestic Valley Arena, Kalispell, MT

July 26-27, 2025 RMBA Ranch Horse Series, Twin Bridges Fairgrounds, Twin Bridges, MT
July 31 - August 10, 2025 AQHYA World Show

August 1-3, 2025 Nampa Quarter Horse Show, Events Center, Nampa, ID

August 11-16, 2025 NRHA Run For A Million, Southpoint Arena, Las Vegas, NV

August 14-16 Yellowstone Slide, Anderson Training Stables, Wilsall, MT

August 15, 2025 WMQHA Buckle Series Show, WMQHA Quarter Horse Show, 5 C Arena, Corvallis, MT

August 16-17, 2025 WMQHA Quarter Horse Show, WMQHA Quarter Horse Show, 5 C Arena, Corvallis, MT**
August 21-24, 2005 AQHA/ABRA Show, Moses Lake, WA**

August 22-23 406 Schooling Show Buckle Series, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT

August 22-24, 2025 VRH Show, Big Piney, WY**

August 28-September 2, 2025 Heritage Classic, Bastian Agricultural Center, South Jordan, UT

September 4-6, 2025 Ranch Horse Challenge, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT**

September 10-14, 2025 AQHA Region 2, Rapid City, SD

September 12-14, 2025 MT State 4-H Working Ranch Horse Show, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT
September 26-28, 2025 MT State 4-H Horse Show, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT

September 27-October 2, 2025 WestWorld, Scottsdale, AZ

September 29-October 26, 2025 Quarter Horse Congress, Columbus, OH

October 12-15, 2025 NILE AQHA & VRH Show, Miller’s Horse Palace, Laurel, MT**
October 30-November 8, 2025 AQHA World Show, Oklahoma City, OK

December 5-7, 2025 MQHA Convention, General Membership Meeting & Year End Awards, Great Northern Hotel,
Helena, MT

Dates are projected until confirmed by AQHA & Show Management

PAGE 9
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Thank you, Crazy Horse Consignment & Montana Silversmith
for supporting MQHA!
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Thank you, ChaChing Performance
Horses, Randall Quarter Horses &
Western Ranch Supply,
for your many years supporting
MQHA!
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Thank you, Four Corners Saddlery,
for continuing to support MQHA!
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Thank you, Triple Crown & Shannon Keller,
for supporting the NILE VRH show and MQHA!
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PLEASE NOTE: There are 35 indoor (barn) stalls by the performance arena. Those stalls are

FIRST offered to competitors who pay a S50 “stall sponsorship.”
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Thank you, Weaver Quarter Horses, for your many years supporting MQHA!

Thank you, Montana Equine,
for your continued support of MQHA!

MQHA E-NEWSLETTER



MQHA AMATEURS

American Quarter Horse owners who do not join the professional ranks
may enjoy a full spectrum of competition in the amateur division.
Within the amateur division are levels: Rookie, Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3.
The Select amateur classes are for amateur exhibitors 50 and over.

Cathy Dekker Janel Favero

Tracy Knudson-Brown

MQHA Amateur Chair MQHA Amateur Vice Chair MQHA Amateur Secretary/Treasurer

LEVEL 1 AMATEURS - REMEMBER:

year, and all Level 1 exhibitors are encouraged to

complete the Level 1 application and return it to

AQHA as soon as possible.
Go to www.montanagha.com - More - Forms
- AQHA Level 1 Application.
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Each year, the last weekend in June, MQHA Amateurs sponsor
a Rookie/Level 1 AQHA horse show. The Amateurs wanted to
encourage 4-H’ers and open show competitors to try showing
their Quarter Horse at the breed level. The feedback from a
Facebook inquiry told the amateurs that open show
competitors don’t enter AQHA shows due to the competition
and the price. Therefore, the Amateurs designed this show at
open show entry fees so competitors could experience the FUN
at a breed show while realizing they ARE competitive showing
their Quarter Horses.

Last year, an Amateur and a Youth, each at her FIRST AQHA
show, won her respective halter class. They both left with a
support group of friends and a promise to return.

So, here’s the deal: This show only exists because of the huge
support from YOU. Please take a moment to review the
Sponsorship form on the next page, consider making a
donation, and help us keep this show available for another
year.
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MQHA Amateurs: You want news, and we
want to give it to you! We know that Face-
book isn't the only way to get out the word,
so MQHA Amateurs have created their own

news to our interested members. Fill out the
contact form below to be included in those
mailings.
https://form.jotform.com/243134741944154

-
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Become a part of the AQHA Amateur Ambassador
Program! Our enthusiastic ambassadors foster
welcoming connections at horse shows, providing vital
information and support to fellow enthusiasts. Share
your passion for the American Quarter Horse and make
a difference in the community! Learn more

at agha.com/amateur-ambassadors.

Don’t forget to join the AQHA Amateurs Facebook
group for the latest updates!


https://form.jotform.com/243134741944154?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1yRs9JLBA4bCdnc54Ll9xrVsD_Y_kr5J0SMosMh9_YvhBweMQ_GH_uEKY_aem_XewpTrsCC2QzKyYf8cT_pg
http://aqha.com/amateur-ambassadors?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2MpzTLiWJPvF-TtU6MQPeuC-Ai8X7ZPhlDQC1UZQ2-ypHF7PllFVGRCA4_aem_hHaCN1FcWPIk5XkoPCSYOA
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Sidney McCasland

MQHYA President, Sidney McCasland is
a student at Montana State University.
When not at school, Sidney resides in
Stevensville, MT.

Max Hawkins

MQHYA 1st Vice President
Max Hawkins, is a senior at

MONTANA
QUARTER
HORSE and lives in Billings, MT.
YOUTH
ASSOCIATION

Huntley Project High School

Youth Co-Advisors:

Michele Shaw Sydnee Wilson

(406) 370-7075 MQHYA 2nd Vice President,
micheleshawdvm@ Sydnee Wilson is a Freshman at West Texas
gmail.com .

A&M in Canyon, TX. When not at school,

Syndee resides in Trout Creek, MT.

Mindi Wilson
(406) 531-4519
mnwilson918@

gmail.com

Thank you, Murdoch’s, Town & Country, €very Rorse deserves, at Ceast once in
Markel, and Art & Rays for your continued its Cife, to Ge Coved Gy a Gittle gire.
support of MQHA!
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MQHYA members in good standing, residing in Montana

volunteer, participate in fundraisers, etc.
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MQHYA WORLD SHOW TEAM QUALIFICATIONS &

Do you want to show at the AQHA Youth World Horse Show someday? Start planning, now! All AQHYA/

Qualification period is May 1 of the previous year through April 30 of the current year. You must be a
current AQHYA member, a current MQHYA member, have an MQHA back number, attend Youth meetings,

The full standing rules are on the MQHA website (www.montanagha.com) - More = Youth = (scroll
down) MQHYA World Qualifications. Know these rules—then plan for your time in the World spotlight!

STANDING RULES

are eligible to qualify for “Youth World.”

\——————————

LEVEL 1 YOUTH - REMEMBER:

A Level 1 eligibility application must be filed each
year, and all Level 1 exhibitors are encouraged to
complete the Level 1 application and return it to

AQHA as soon as possible.

Go to www.montanagha.com - More - Forms
- AQHA Level 1 Application.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Planning to further your education after high school?
MQHYA offers a $500 educational scholarship. Applications
are due by August 1.

Wanting to show but need assistance with entry fees?
One $500 show sponsorship will go to a current MQHYA
member, and one $500 show sponsorship will go to a
potential MQHYA member (a youth who is not currently a
member). Applications are due by May 15. The money is

payable directly from MQHYA to the show you attend.

In addition, MQHYA is offering $200 Level 1 Championship
Show assistance and $200 AQHYA World Show assistance.

Email montanagha@gmail.com for an application for any of
the above scholarships or sponsorship opportunities.

WANT MORE HELP WITH YOUR MQHA SHOWBILL?

WMAQHA is offering Youth who show in the Buckle Series
show April 25, HALF PRICE entry fees in the same classes
entered at the AQHA show April 26-27. They will do the
same for their August show.

Big Sky Classic is offering Youth classes at SO (yes, zero
dollar) entry fees.

Spark Some Fun is offering Youth classes for $10/class or
$80 all-day fee.

Note: At the above shows, youth will still be required to pay the
office fee, AQHA admin fee, stalls & shavings or haul-in fee).

Thank you, Kissock Horse Center and Hoglund'’s,

for your continued support of MQHA!
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BREEDERS

IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR when mare owners are looking forward to foaling and/or (re)breeding. If YOU’RE
behind the 8 ball this year, check out our 2025 MQHA Directory or go to www.montanagha.com - More - Breeders

for local stallions who may have a breeding available for your mare:

IF YOU MISSED IT EARLIER IN THIS NEWSLETTER, please
note that as Chair of the MQHA Breeders Committee, Lesli
Glen will be taking her podcast show on the road,
interviewing MQHA Breeders throughout the state. We
are very excited to spotlight the excellence in Quarter
Horses Montana has to offer.

MQHA E-NEWSLETTER




AQHA RANCHING HERITAGE BREEDER QUALIFICATIONS

AQHA Ranching Heritage Breeders should embody the longevity, integrity
and honesty of the ranching tradition. Ranching Heritage Breeders breed and
raise the ranch-type horse, which remains at the core of the American
Quarter Horse Association and epitomizes the breed’s versatility. To be
recognized as a Ranching Heritage Breeder, breeders must meet the following
criteria:
= The ranch must be a member of the American Quarter Horse
Association.
Ranch remudas must consist of registered American Quarter Horses.
The ranch must breed and register at least five foals annually for the
past 10 years.
The ranch must maintain a remuda for the specific purpose of
operating a working cattle ranch.
The ranch must have received, at minimum, an AQHA 10-year Breeder
award.
= Applicants must submit at least three
reference letters including at least one
from a current Ranching Heritage Breeder.
= The ranch must apply to and be ap-
proved by the AQHA Ranching
Committee and AQHA Executive
Committee.
= The ranch must pay a $25 annual fee
to maintain status as a Ranching Heritage
Breeder.

If you have any questions, please contact Lesli
Glen at lesliglen@gmail.com.



https://www.aqha.com/join
https://www.aqha.com/join
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LEGISLATIVE

THE HORSE PROTECTIONS ACT

On May 8, 2024, APHIS published a new Horse Protection Final Rule in the Federal Register that takes effect February
1, 2025.

AQHA IS WORKING WITH THE AMERICAN HORSE COUNCIL to minimize any probable negative impacts on the equine
industry. The AQHA Show and Animal Welfare Departments are actively monitoring the information regarding the
regulations, and are committed to gathering correct information and answers regarding the

program. As this new rule will be burdensome to event managers, AQHA is communicating with USDA-APHIS to
report approved shows and is also working to identify what information is necessary for post-show reports.

AQHA will share information regarding details and the process as more becomes known. For accurate information,
please contact Ward Stutz, AQHA’s Director of Breed Integrity/Animal Welfare/Education at wstrutz@aqgha.org, or
Scott Neuman, AQHA’s Director of Competition at sneuman@agha.org.

To read the Horse Protection Final Rule, go to:

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/hpa
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/05/08/2024-09469/horse-protection-amendments
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/tech-note-hpa-event-management.pdf

You will also find additional information as it comes available on our Montana Quarter Horse Association Facebook
page. If you know of Legislative items MQHA should research, please e-mail brittrobinson0212@gmail.com
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MARKETING

Please follow our Instagram page: Montanaquarterhorseassociation This is an easy place to see
important information on dates, clinics, shows and more.

LOGO CONTEST

The MQHA marketing committee is having a logo

contest for the Big Sky Classic Horse Show. The

winning logo will be used for this year’s promotion of

our Big Sky Classic show. The person submitting the

winning logo will be acknowledged all over our social

media and win a one year membership with MQHA

and get an ad in our annual directory. Please submit your original logo directly to our marketing committee
at jschumacher@sectitle.com.

Thank you,
Cherry Springs Ranch and
LEe Equestrian
for your continued
support of MQHA!
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RECREATIONAL RIDING )

The AQHA Horseback Riding Program rewards you for working with your horse.

7
1
|
|
|

Recreational Riding Program is an AQHA program that tracks A full list of

and rewards riders for the hours they spend riding their

horses. AQHA has both a Quarter Horse division and an Open

division to include all horses and riders. per hours level
is listed on tl’e

In addition to the rewards, patches and buckles you can earn AQHA websitle.

through this AQHA program, any MQHA members are eligible |

for a year end award if you are in the top two hour earners

from Montana. See page 3 for the picture of Cathy Dekker and

her 2024 award.

AQHA awards

So, get signed up on the AQHA website (link below) and track
hours on the same page. While signing up, please check out
the leaders in hours from last year.
https://www.agha.com/trail-riding/programs/agha-horseback-
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Then, make sure your MQHA membership is current
(membership form is at www.montanagha.com) to have your
AQHA recreational riding hours count towards your MQHA
year end award.

/
/

7

N o e e e e o o o e o o o o Em o Em Em o e o e =

YOUR BUSNIESS COULD BE
HIGHLIGHTED HERE!
BECOME AN MQHA
SPONSOR!!



http://www.montanaqha.com/

MONTANA
QUARTER HORSE
ASSOCIATION

It takes a village to run MQHA— Here is YOUR village:

Board of Directors & National Directors

President

Tyrell Burklund, Missoula, MT

Vice President

Josh Shengle, Roscoe, MT

Secretary/Treasurer/Point Keeper

Laura Bakker, Missoula, MT

Directors

Rita Church, Columbus, MT

Cathy Dekker, Billings, MT

Lesli Glen, Billings, MT

Britt Kissock-Robinson, Billings, MT CONGRATULATIONS LAURA BAKKER

Michele McGuigan, Plains, MT

Julie Schumacher, Belgrade, MT

Tracy Tiner, Butte, MT

MQHYA Co-Advisors

Michele Shaw, Stevensville, MT Award presented by MQHA President, Tyrell Burklund

Mindi Wilson, Trout Creek, MT

MONTANA AQHA National Directors

QUARTER Tyrell Burklund (Pending Approval), Missoula, MT
HORSE Rita Church, Columbus, MT

Lesli Glen, Billings, MT

Tracy Knudson-Brown, Butte, MT

Ruth McDonald-Gates, Great Falls, MT

Janet Newton, Glasgow, MT

Gary Lynn Olson, Great Falls, MT However, if YOU are an AQHA member

Marilyn Randall, Honorary Vice President, Bridger, MT | and would like to attend, go to the link

Julie Schumacher, Belgrade, MT below to register as an AQHA guest:

Nancy Weaver, Big Sandy, MT https://www.agha.com/convention-

Stan Weaver, Past President, Big Sandy, MT registration

Laura was voted the
Most Valuable Professional for MQHA.
Well Deserved!!

Our AQHA National Directors will be
heading to the AQHA Convention 2025
in Las Vegas this March to connect
with breeders, trainers, and equine
enthusiasts worldwide as they tackle
important industry topics and explore
exciting AQHA initiatives.




MQHA Committees are chaired by an MQHA Director and filled by MQHA
members. The chairs would LOVE your fresh ideas—join a committee TODAY!

Amateur—Cathy Dekker, Chair
Awards/Points—Michele McGuigan, Chair
Breeders—Lesli Glen, Chair
By-Laws—Tyrell Burklund & Rita Church, Co-Chairs
Hall of Fame—Ruth McDonald-Gates, Chair
Legislative—Britt Kissock-Robinson, Chair
Marketing

Directory—Rita Church, Chair

Apparel

Website/Social Media—Rita Church, Chair
Membership—Rita Church, Chair
MQHA Convention—Tyrell Burklund, Chair
Nominations—Rita Church, Chair
Ranching—Stan Weaver, Chair
Recreational Riding—Julie Schumacher, Chair
Region 2—Rita Church, Chair
Scholarships—Tracy Tiner, Chair
Show Committee

Big Sky Classic—Tyrell Burklund, Chair

NILE—Marilyn Randall, Chair
Youth—Miichele Shaw & Mindi Wilson, Co-Chairs

Kimberly Nuccio and
Julie Schumacher receive
their MQHA year-end
awards at the B+ dinner.

Thank you, Montana Forage, Laurel Trading Post and Scrub Buddies for supporting MQHA

MQHA E-NEWSLETTER



BECOME A SPONSOR

We can’t thank our
Sponsors and Advertisers
enough!

Thank you, Kathi Olson,
Magna Wave,
Western Pines, 406 Arena,
Equine Massage Therapy,
Nutrena—and all of our
other sponsors!!



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS AND ADVERTISORS!!

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS—YOU ARE MQHA!!

We want to spotlight our members more in our next (Spring) newsletter.

Please share any of your horse activity photos—shows, clinics, trail riding, etc.— and let us know what you’re doing!
You can e-mail your photos to montanagha@gmail.com.

HAVE A SAFE AND HEALTHY WINTER!!



