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MONTANA 

QUARTER HORSE ASSOCIATION 

S U M M E R  2 0 2 5  

DEDICATED TO PROMOTING 

THE AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE 

AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE HALL 

OF FAME INDUCTEE, STAN WEAVER 

The American Quarter Horse Hall of Fame Class of 

2025 has been revealed! Congratulations to  Stan 

Weaver  

Stan will be inducted into the Hall of Fame  

September 12-13 in Amarillo for the American 

Quarter Horse Hall of Fame Induction and Reunion 

Celebration!  

AQHA writes, “Before, during and after serving as 

AQHA president, Montana rancher Stan Weaver was fully involved in putting AQHA’s 

focus back on its ranch roots.  Because he had asthma, Stan wanted to become a tax 

lawyer.  But that all changed when his mom got sick and his dad asked him to come 

back to the ranch.  That’s where he built up 

the ranch’s American Quarter Horse herd 

and became involved with AQHA.  He was 

elected president in March 2019.  Stan was 

involved in the development of the AQHA 

Ranching Heritage program, which includes 

Ranching Heritage Breeders, ranch horse 

competitions and the AQHA Ranching  

Heritage Young Horse Development  

Program.  

Other inductees are Acadamosby Award, Allocate Your  

Assets, Danjer, Nancy Cahill, Blair E. Folck & Robin Merrill.  

You can read more about the American Quarter Horse Hall 

of Fame Class of 2025 at   

https://www.aqha.com/-/meet-the-american-quarter-horse-hall-of-fame-class-of-2025 

AQHA Convention:    

American Quarter Horse 

Hall of Fame  

inductees announced. 

CONGRATULATIONS, STAN WEAVER! 



 

CONGRATULATIONS, RITA CHURCH! 

Rita elevates to Director at Large. 

YOUR NATIONAL DIRECTORS 

L-R:  Rita Church, Tracy 

Brown, Lesli Glen, Marilyn 

Randall, Tyrell Burklund, 

Ruth McDonald-Gates, Julie 

Schumacher, Nancy Weaver, 

Stan Weaver. 

←Lesli Glen, giving a 

presentation at the  

Affiliates In Motion event 

at the AQHA Convention  

AQHA 

CONVENTION 
Las Vegas, NV 

March 2025 

Tracy Brown 

Rita, Tyrell, Julie 

Rita & Tracy 



 Kissock Horse Center and Butte Special Riders present  

PATTERNS WITH MARILYN 

L-R:  Nancy Favero, Kim Alberda, Deb Purvis, Rebecca Romine, Joani Kissock, Marilyn Randall, Tracy Tiner, Britt Robinson,  

Erin Ryckman, Gabby Wilen & Megan Francisco. (Those in bold are MQHA members). 

On a cold April weekend, Marilyn Randall gave a fantastic clinic on Horsemanship, Showmanship and 

Trail patterns from the perspective of a judge and the experience of a life long horseman, trainer & 

coach.  One participant reported, “I learned far more this weekend than the $1,000 I paid for a clinic last 

year.”  Proceeds benefit Butte Special Riders.  THANK YOU, MARILYN!! 

PLEASE THANK OUR SPONSORS 

WANTED:  AQHA NATIONAL DIRECTOR ALTERNATES 

We are looking for a First Alternate and Second Alternate for the state of Montana.   With membership 

consent & AQHA approval, these alternates would move into an AQHA National Director’s position as 

one comes available.   National Directors serve on an AQHA committee and attend the annual AQHA 

Convention, where member-submitted rule changes are reviewed, new AQHA Directors are appointed, 

Hall of Fame members are inducted, and the AQHA Executive Committee is elected.  As this is an  

elected position by the MQHA membership, please let Laura know of your interest by Sept. 15, 2025.   



 

Western Montana Quarter Horse Association held its 63rd Annual WMQHA Show April 26-27 at the 5C 
Arena & Event Center in Corvallis, MT.  Following are the High Point winners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Those in bold are current MQHA or MQHYA members. 

 

 

 

 

DIVISION HORSE RIDER 

AQHA Senior Horse HEZ SOUTHERN MADE Joe Smith 

AQHA Junior Horse FR AFTER PARTY Marty Simper 

AQHA Select Amateur  VINTAGE GUNS N ROSES Jamie Birch  

AQHA Amateur ONLY IN MY DREAMZ Suzanne Sherick 

AQHA L1 Amateur HALLELUJAH IM DUN Kimberly Nuccio  

AQHA L1 Amateur Walk Trot  SO HOT Clara Colburn  

AQHA Rookie Amateur  BMQ DREAMS COME TRUE Eve Pollari 

AQHA Youth  XLENT POTENTIAL Hailey Reed  

AQHA L1 & Limited Youth ZIPPY MERCEDES CHEX Sidney McCasland 

AQHA Rookie Youth XLENT POTENTIAL Hailey Reed  

 WMQHA Contestants  
Your Photo Gallery is LIVE!   

Kenna Anderson Photography 
https://

kennaandersonphotog-
raphy.pixieset.com/
wmqhahorseshow/ 

WMQHA will hold its next AQHA, APHA, MQHA, MSQHA, IQHA approved, triple-judged show  

August 16-17 at the 5C Arena in Corvallis, MT.  See page 37 for more information. 

Colleen Carnine 

Nicole 

Morton 

Eve Pollari’s Show Help 



 

Kathy Lee and ZIPPIN A SMOOTH RIDE winning  

RESERVE CHAMPION L1 AMATEUR MARES 3 & Over. 

 

Erika Christofferson and LIVING LIKE A JEWEL placing 

PINNACLE: 4th & 5th in L1 Hunter Under Saddle  

L1 CHAMPIONSHIP: 15th L1 Hunter Under Saddle. 

Cathy Dekker & DUN IT  

SHIFTING GEARS placing 4th 

in Rookie Amateur  

Reining, 10th in L1 Reining, 

was a finalist in  

Rookie Amateur Ranch Rid-

ing and 9th in L1  

Amateur Ranch Riding. 
Greg Brensdal and ESPECIALLYIRRISTABLE placing  

10th in Rookie Amateur Showmanship. 

Competition teaches you the value of hard work and dedication.  - Kobe Bryant 



 

CONGRATULATIONS 

DIVISION HORSE RIDER 

AQHA Senior Horse High Point STYLED BY BOONE Justin Warneke 

AQHA Junior Horse High Point SHINEYWOOD SUGAR Breanna Dorantes 

AQHA Amateur High Point CANT KICK THIS LASS Lisa Robinett 

AQHA Limited Amateur High Point HONEY I ISA DIAMOND Theresa Mueller 

AQHA Cowboy High Point CANT KICK THIS LASS Lisa Robinett 

AQHA Rookie Amateur High Point CHICS N CHEX Karen Devenyns 

AQHA Youth High Point WISH IZA LAZY Reagan Jassen 

AQHA VRH Limited Amateur High Point STELLA BELLA Karla McDonald 

AQHA VRH Rookie Rookie Amateur High Point TUFF N BUZZIN Trissany Richert 

ApHC Non-pro Junior Horse High Point ONE SMART SIGN Hannah Goffena 

All Breed Junior Horse High Point COCHISE HERA THUNDER Wade Rongen 

All Breed Non-pro High Point GROOVY SMOKIN WHIZ Jackie Strain 

   Those in bold are current MQHA or MQHYA members. 

2025 EXHIBITORS 

Thank You to  

All Our Exhibitors and 

Sponsors 



 
THE CUTTER is a small horse fueled by cocaine and 

small chunks of its rider’s soul.  They are afraid of 

everything while simultaneously trying to control  

everything. 

THE REINER has a 6-7 body score, few  

opinions, and is mysteriously athletic for its size. 

THE COWHORSE, while closely  

related to the cutter, can actually lope.  

They use all that cocaine as energy to 

smash cattle against walls and kick 

out during lead changes. 

THE RANCH HORSE, is the tallest of the four.  

Its rider looks down on the other types because 

their horse can “actually do the job.” 

Submitted to Western Horse Review by Mary Gandy. 

PLEASE THANK OUR SPONSORS! 



  

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

DIVISION HORSE RIDER 

AQHA Open LITTLE SMART LASS Mary Gandy 

AQHA Amateur HARD WOODS Carolyn Mack 

AQHA L1 Amateur HARD WOODS Carolyn Mack 

AQHA L1 Amateur Walk Trot  ONE HOT KRUISER Diana Robertson Spint 

AQHA Rookie Amateur  BMQ DREAMS COME TRUE Eve Lynn Pollari 

AQHA Youth  ZIPPY MERCEDES CHEX Sid McCasland 

AQHA L1 Youth ZIPPY MERCEDES CHEX Sid McCasland 

AQHA Rookie Youth INVEST IN A COWGIRL Kenzie Rustad 

VRH Open REVOLUTN HOLLYWOOD Marty Simper 

VRH Cowboy CR DUALIN DAINTY & Madelyne Cope & 

 CANT KICK THIS LASS Lisa Deutsch Robinett 

VRH Amateur LITTLE SMART LASS Mary Gandy 

VRH Limited Amateur HONEY I ISA DIAMOND Theresa Mueller 

VRH Rookie Amateur MORE GO THAN WHOA Alyssa Bond 

VRH Rookie Youth RICOCHETS SMART SUE Corby Adam 

All Breed SHEZ TRULY COOL Justine Curry 

   

MQHYA  Youth:  Sid, Sydnee, Kenzie, Justine & Max. 

 

Those in bold are current MQHA or MQHYA members. 



 

BIG SKY CLASSIC VRH CHALLENGE 

CONGRATULATIONS,  

Jackie Strain & GROOVY SMOKIN 

WHIZ winning the BSC Non-Pro 

VRH Challenge. 

The scores from the show classes 

(Reining, Trail, & Conformation) 

were pull forward for the  

challenge placings.  Challenge  

entry fee was $100 & MQHA  

added $1,000 to the payout. 

2nd Place:  Theresa Mueller 

3rd Place:  Rachel Adam 

4th Place:  RaeAnn Svedberg 

5th Place:  Corby Adam 

6th Place:  Nicole Morton 

JUST DO IT! 

BIG SKY CLASSIC 2025 
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PLEASE THANK 

OUR SPONSORS 



 

High Point Awards:   

Buckle Holders made by  

Butte H. S. Students 

BIG 

SKY 

CLASSIC 

2025 

A full list of class results and scores are available at www.montanaqha.com → More → 

(Scroll Down) Results & Standings 



The Horse Show Husband 
By Steve Love 

To quote a country singer who was the real deal, “the calving’s all 

done and the branding is through; so there ain’t but one thing left to 

do”.  LeDoux was, and still is, one of my favorite singers because he 

talked the talk and walked the walk.  Anyone who wins a world  

bareback title is dam sure a hand.   

Anyway, those lyrics got this Horse Show Husband to thinking about 

the branding season winding down as horse show season hits full 

stride.  The show pen and the branding pen are certainly different  

arenas but I’ve observed similarities in the personalities of folks who 

ride in those pens. So here goes my Freudian analysis for the HSH  

edition of  “Personalities in the Pen”.  

OBSESSIVE OSCAR:  To get the ball rolling there is Obsessive Oscar.  Whether in the branding pen or the show pen 

everything must be PERFECT for Oscar.  He will coil and recoil his rope 100 times to have the size of each coil be 

precisely equal. He will constantly adjust and readjust his saddle, gloves, glasses, and Stetson until he’s satisfied all 

is ship shape.   

In the Show Pen, Oscar is constantly measuring rein length, worrying about the pad to saddle proportion,  

concerned his horse is lame, and always making sure his clean jeans are spotless.   

WILLY NILLY:  Now the antithesis of Oscar is Willy Nilly.  Old Willy rolls in late to the brandings and the 

horse shows as he is always a day late and a dollar short.  He quickly jumps his pony out of the trailer,  

saddles up with no regard for details, and thoroughly enjoys the day without a care in the world.   It 

doesn’t occur to him that he missed a belt loop on his britches or that his horse is missing one shoe and 

about to throw a second.  “Ride boldly ride” is Willy’s motto and he loses zero sleep about placing at a 

show or catching a calf as long he has fun.  His blood pressure runs a steady 100/65 no matter the hand 

he’s been dealt.  

SANDBAGGER SARAH:  Next we have Sandbagger Sara.  Sara is constantly downplaying her ability along 

with her horse’s ability.  Then she proceeds to double hock every single calf she tosses her loop at while 

her horse never misses a beat.   

When Sara is in the Show Pen she never misses a lead, her horse is always bridled up 

pretty as a picture, and she usually places in the top 3 under every single judge. Sara is a humble gal with lots 

of talent in either pen.  

PRETENCIOUS PETE:  Humble is not a word used to describe the next Personality of the Pen: Pretentious Pete.  

Pete acts like everyone came to the branding or show just to watch him.  He’s the type of guy who will tell you 

exactly what you are doing wrong from his perspective whether you asked for his insight or not.  Because he 

audited an Al Dunning Clinic in the 80’s and met Ray Hunt at a book signing; he feels that he’s an expert.   

He’s also the guy who has an excuse for everything when it’s not going his way: “the judge doesn’t like sorrels”, 

“the other ropers didn’t shape that calf up correctly”, “I was given the wrong pattern by the secretary”, “nobody 

told me we are expected to catch two feet”, and the list goes on. Pete runs a discount store in the city called Excuses “R” Us.  

“Personalities In The Pen” 

Continued on next page 

 



CHELSEA CHEERLEADER & HUMBLE HANK:  My favorite two personalities are Chelsea Cheerleader and Humble Hank.  They are 

cousins of Willy Nilly and related to Sara Sandbagger by marriage.  Chelsea is the most positive person on 

the planet.  The glass is always half full.  She’s like Sheryl Crow “not having what you want but wanting 

what you’ve got”.  She absolutely loves seeing her gal pals drag calves ahead of the cowboys and she 

cheers the loudest for her friends after they place higher than her at the show. Chelsea is a role model.   

Then there is Humble Hank.  Hank is the guy who doesn’t say much but when he does, we all should listen.  

He is handy with his rope, good with his horse, and positive with all levels of abilities when branding.  He is 

the Jedi Master, the hard working type, and the extra polite type.  He rarely misses with his long string and 

almost always places in the show pen.  Hank treats everyone with respect.  He helps anyone who asks for it 

but is never critical.  Hank is the man! The quiet confidence he exudes makes all ropers and show  

participants better by having been around him.  

Fortunately I have had the opportunity to be around way more Hank’s, Sara’s, and Chelsea’s than I 

have Pete’s and Patty’s.  I hope the same is true for you! Until next time,  

                                                                       “Sit tall in the saddle, hold your head up high” 

 

PASSIVE AGGRESSIVE PATTY:  Pete’s half-sister is Passive Aggressive Patty.  She always expects to rope 

alongside the top hands and always brings her horse even when she’s NOT invited to the branding. She’s 

attended every roping clinic in the Tri-State area for the past 6 years but still has a figure 8 in her loop from 

the first one she attended.   

At the horse show she just assumes she will win her class Every. Single. Time.  After all, she bought the high 

selling horse at the Breeders Cup Futurity Sale and it was professionally trained for several years before 

that. There is no way another horse ridden by another horsewoman should ever place above her but when 

it does the passive aggressive comments rain cats and dogs. You can usually 

catch the negativity at the out gate as she leaves the arena, the concessions stand while she’s cussing 

the price of a burger, or in the alley next to the stalls while she watches others work. Never mind that 

there are lots of good hands out there on lots of good horses working hard to improve.  Patty just 

assumes that since she won somewhere that she is gonna win everywhere.  Patty needs to learn that 

hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard! 

….God I miss LeDoux.  



CONGRATULATIONS! 

Karla McDonald & 

STELLA BELLA 

 

 

  

 

The best part of competition is that through it we discover what we are capable of 

                                         – and how much more we can actually do than we ever believed possible. 



Shelby Adcock 
Great Falls, MT 

Aliya Clark 
Wibaux, MT 

Megan Francisco 
Butte, MT 

Debora Frisch 
Lujan, Buenos Aires 

Barb Gray 
Butte, MT 

Whitney Huleatt 
Huntley, MT 

Melissa Kovanda-Kramer 
Columbus, MT 

Cheri Miller 
Florence, MT 

Randy Miller 
Grass Range, MT 

Makayla Nyre 
Williston, ND 

Coleman Otto 
Vaughn, MT 

Janet Pope 
Clarkston, WA 

Matt Randall 
Waller, TX 

Gail Richardson 
Clarkston, WA 

Lisa Robinett 
Pavillion, WY 

Katherine Rodriguez 
Bozeman, MT 

Ronald & Karen Rolfe 
Great Falls, MT 

Laurie Slovarp 
Missoula, MT 

Rylan & Abra Sundsbak 
Hazen, ND 

Sarah Trotter 
Powell, WY 

Caitlin Wade 
Laurel, MT 

Justin Warneke 
Great Falls, MT 

Shelby 

Marilyn with Deborah 

Matt 

Coleman 

Lisa 

Whitney 

Makayla 

Gail 

Katherine 

Justin 

Janet Rylan Sarah 
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Cathy Dekker, MQHA  

        Amateur Chair 

Janel Favero, MQHA  

        Amateur Vice Chair 

Tracy Knudson-Brown, MQHA  

        Amateur Secretary/Treasurer 

American Quarter Horse owners who do not join the professional ranks  
may enjoy a full spectrum of competition in the amateur division.  

Within the amateur division are levels: Rookie, Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3.    
The Select amateur classes are for amateur exhibitors 50 and over.  

“Being an Amateur Ambassador is a great opportunity 

to go out and welcome people into the AQHA family. 

From welcoming people to their first AQHA show, to 

answering questions, to encouraging others to give 

AQHA a try at open shows, Amateur Ambassadors 

will be a great way to grow AQHA.” 

– Coy Herbert, AQHA pilot program ambassador  

AMATEUR AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 

Thank you Rita Church, Ruth McDonald-Gates and Tracy Brown for being our  

Montana Amateur Ambassadors! 

WHAT HAVE THE   

AMATEURS BEEN UP TO? 

Montana Quarter Horse Association  

Amateurs developed the SPARK SOME 

FUN horse show in 2018 to provide an 

opportunity for Open show exhibitors 

(and newer AQHA show exhibitors) to 

enjoy competing at an AQHA show and 

earn AQHA points on their Quarter  

Horses at the same fees they would pay 

at their Open horse shows.  Last year we 

were in the TOP 10 for AQHA Rookie/L1 

shows.  This year was our 7th year—and 

it was the best by far! 



 

  
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
DIVISION HORSE RIDER 

High Point Rookie Youth INVEST IN A COWGIRL Kenzie Rustad 

High Point Rookie Amateur LITTLE KING PEPTO Rachel Adam 

High Point L1 Youth Walk/Trot ONE HOT KRUISER Henry Gauer 

High Point L1 Amateur Walk/Trot HALLELUJAH IM DUN Kimberly Nuccio 

High Point Level 1 Youth LIKELY A MIGHTY ACE Max Hawkins 

High Point Level 1 Amateur LITTLE KING PEPTO Rachel Adam 

High Point Open All Breed Walk/Trot THE SALTY COWBOY Allie Uecker 

High Point Open All Breed HEZA LADIES MACHINE Adrienne Lowe 

Bold indicates current MQHA member 

HIGH POINT WINNERS 

 

Marija Hansen & Jag 

“Also a big thanks to everybody on 

the MQHA Amateurs committee 

who puts this show on.. it’s truly a 

blast and having so many  

supportive, friendly folks around 

really sets it apart from other 

shows!”  Marija Hansen Henry Gauer 

Whitney Huleatt Placing Halter Geldings 



 

PLEASE THANK OUR SPARK SOME FUN SPONSORS! 

DIVISION HORSE RIDER 

Reserve High Point Rookie Youth LIKELY A MIGHTY ACE Max Hawkins 

Reserve High Point Rookie Amateur CARLS LAST CALL Colleen Carnine 

Reserve High Point L1 Youth Walk/Trot SHINEY LITTLE WIMPY Kaidence Osborne 

Reserve High Point L1 Amateur Walk/Trot LAZY LADY IN RED Josephine Marshall 

Reserve High Point Level 1 Youth INVEST IN A COWGIRL Kenzie Rustad 

Reserve High Point Level 1 Amateur DUN IT SHIFTIN GEARS Cathy Dekker 

Reserve High Point Open All Breed Walk/Trot DANCE LIKE A GIRL Alyssa Lowe 

Reserve High Point Open All Breed IMA SPECIAL SENSATION Allie Uecker 

CONGRATULATIONS 

DIVISION HORSE RIDER 

High Score Trail Pattern  INVEST IN A COWGIRL Kenzie Rustad 

High Score Ranch Trail Pattern SMART SHINER JAYNEE Marilyn Wegweiser 

High Score Showmanship Pattern XLENT POTENTIAL Hailey Reed 

High Score Hunt Seat Equitation Pattern LIKELY A MIGHTY ACE Max Hawkins 

High Score Reining Pattern DUN IT SHIFTIN GEARS Cathy Dekker 

High Score Ranch Riding Pattern LITTLE KING PEPTO Rachel Adam 

High Score Horsemanship Pattern GOOD AND LAZY Britt Kissock-Robinson 

RESERVE HIGH POINTS 

Bold indicates current MQHA member 

HIGH SCORING RIDES 

Bold indicates current MQHA member 

Gary Lynn Olson 

Tyler Bennett Show Pads 

Calico Cowgirl 

Janel Favero 

Mark & Britt Robinson 

The Heifer Cafe 

Official Photographer of the SPARK SOME FUN show.   

Find YOUR pictures at https://mtchic.pixieset.com/sparksomefun2025/ 

Colleen Carnine & CARLS LAST CALL 

Grand Champion Halter Gelding 

Bristol 

Schultz Barb Kilgore 



 

AMATEURS WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!! 

In 2024, Spark Some Fun was the #9 AQHA Rookie/Level 1 show in the 

country with 29 horses entered & 168 entries.  This year, SSF had a 

record 67 horses entered & 418 entries in the show.   

The Amateurs received some great comments after the show on their 

Face Book page.  However, they want the comments no one wants to 

post to FB.  Please forward to the Show Committee you kind  

constructive criticism, ideas, etc. that will help them plan SSF 2026 to 

be a FUN and INVITING show for those who want to try an AQHA show, 

but are intimidated, and for our current AQHA friends, alike! 

2025 SHOW COMMITTEE:  Cathy Dekker, Amateur Chair; Janel Favero, Amateur Vice Chair; Tracy Brown, Amateur  

Secretary/Treasurer; Britt Robinson & Maria Jerome, Amateurs & Co-Founders of Spark Some Fun 

SPARK SOME FUN  

AND A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR OFFICIALS & VOLUNTEERS:  Peggy Lucas, Show Manager, Bonnie DeVerniero, Show  

Secretary, Laura Bakker, AQHA Professional Horseman Clinician, Valerie Dekker, Announcer, Ruth McDonald Gates & Tracy 

Brown, AQHA Amateur Ambassadors. 

Thank you CHIRS BROWN for judging our show | Thank you LAURA BAKKER for being our AQHA clinician 

Randy Miller &  

RL FIRST AND BEST 

Grand Champion 

Amateur Halter Mare 

Max Hawkins &  

NATURALLY BLONDE 

Grand Champion 

Youth Halter Mare 
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Cheri Miller Kenzie Rustad 
Kimberly Nuccio 

Clara Coulburn 

Laurie Slovarp 

Tracy Tiner & 

        Megan Francisco 

Laurie Slovarp 

Julie Schumacher 

Jo Marshall 

Cheri Miller 
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MONTANA 

QUARTER 

HORSE 

YOUTH 

ASSOCIATION 

Youth Co-Advisors: 

Michele Shaw 

(406) 370-7079 

micheleshawdvm@ 

     gmail.com 

Mindi Wilson 

(406) 531-4519 

mnwilson918@ 

     gmail.com 

Sidney McCasland 

MQHYA President 

Max Hawkins 

MQHYA 1st 

Vice President 

Sydnee Wilson 

MQHYA 2nd  

Vice President 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER:  CUSTOM MADE CHAPS! 

The Montana Quarter Horse Youth Association is 

holding a raffle for custom made chaps by Iverson  

Custom Saddlery.  Maximum value of the winnings is 

$550; and upgrades over that value will be covered by 

the raffle winner.  The drawing will be held at the 

MQHA Convention in Helena December  6, 2025.   You 

need not be present to win. 

Tickets are $20 each or 6 tickets for $100.   

Please reach out to any Youth member to purchase a 

ticket and 

support our 

MQHYA 

group.   

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP 

Planning to further your education after high school?   

MQHYA offers a $500 educational scholarship.   

Applications are due by August 1. 

Application is on the following two pages. 



 



 



 

All six of these young  

 ladies rode beautifully at 

  the SPARK SOME 

FUN show last month.   Their combined 

awards included High Point Rookie Youth, 

Reserve High Point Level 1 Youth,  

WELCOME 

TO 

MQHYA 

Corby Adam 
Ashland, MT 

Savanah Barker 
Helena, MT 

Mae Francisco 
Butte, MT 

Hailey Reed 
Livingston, MT 

Kenzie Rustad 
Butte, MT 

Gabrielle Wilen 
Butte, MT 

ROCK 

STARS! 
High Scoring Showmanship Pattern and High Scoring Trail 

Pattern. 

Corby & Kenzie competed at the BIG SKY CLASSIC, winning 

High Point VRH Rookie Youth and High Point Rookie Youth. 

And Hailey won both the High Point Rookie Youth and the High 

Point L1 Youth at the WMQHA show in April! 

Please help us welcome these fine riders to 

MQHYA! 





AQHA HORSE BACK RIDING PROGRAM 

2024 MQHA & OTHER MONTANA “TROT TO 250” WINNERS 
 

Marilyn Wegweiser, MQHA Cathy Dekker, MQHA Jackie Strain, MQHA 

Colleen Indreland, Montana Ellen Hollifield, Montana Amie Wisdom, Montana 

Grayson Florkey, Montana Karen Steward, Montana 

Honorable Mention 
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MONTANA  

QUARTER HORSE  

ASSOCIATION 
It takes a village to run MQHA— Here is YOUR village: 

Board of Directors & National Directors 

President 

Tyrell Burklund, Missoula, MT 

Vice President 

Josh Shengle, Roscoe, MT 

Secretary/Treasurer/Point Keeper 

Laura Bakker, Missoula, MT 

Directors 

Rita Church, Columbus, MT 

Cathy Dekker, Billings, MT 

Lesli Glen, Billings, MT 

Britt Kissock-Robinson, Billings, MT 

Michele McGuigan, Plains, MT 

Julie Schumacher, Belgrade, MT 

Tracy Tiner, Butte, MT 

MQHYA Co-Advisors 

Michele Shaw, Stevensville, MT 

Mindi Wilson, Trout Creek, MT 

WE ARE 

MONTANA 

QUARTER 

HORSE 

ASSOCIATION 

M 

Q 

H 

A 

AQHA National Directors 

Tyrell Burklund, Missoula, MT 

Rita Church, Columbus, MT 

Lesli Glen, Billings, MT 

Tracy Knudson-Brown, Butte, MT 

Ruth McDonald-Gates, Great Falls, MT 

Janet Newton, Glasgow, MT 

Gary Lynn Olson, Great Falls, MT 

Marilyn Randall, Honorary Vice President, Bridger, MT 

Julie Schumacher, Belgrade, MT 

Nancy Weaver, Big Sandy, MT 

Stan Weaver, Past President, Big Sandy, MT 

 

 

REMEMBER:  You can join this group as an AQHA 

National Director by throwing your name in the hat 

for an AQHA Alternate Director.   The MQHA  

membership will be voting on our 1st Alternate and 

2nd Alternate at the MQHA Convention in  

December.  Email your interest to: 

montanaqha@gmail.com! 



 

Amateur—Cathy Dekker, Chair 

Awards/Points—Michele McGuigan, Chair 

Breeders—Lesli Glen, Chair 

By-Laws—Tyrell Burklund & Rita Church, Co-Chairs 

Hall of Fame—Ruth McDonald-Gates, Chair 

Legislative—Britt Kissock-Robinson, Chair 

Marketing 

     Directory—Rita Church, Chair 

     Apparel 

     Website/Social Media—Rita Church, Chair 

Membership—Rita Church, Chair 

MQHA Convention—Tyrell Burklund, Chair 

Nominations—Rita Church, Chair 

Ranching—Stan Weaver, Chair 

Recreational Riding—Julie Schumacher, Chair 

Region 2—Rita Church, Chair 

Scholarships—Tracy Tiner, Chair 

Show Committee 

     Big Sky Classic—Tyrell Burklund, Chair 

     NILE—Marilyn Randall, Chair 

Youth—Michele Shaw & Mindi Wilson, Co-Chairs 

   

MQHA COMMITTEES 

MQHA Committees are chaired by an MQHA Director and  filled by MQHA members. 

The chairs would LOVE your fresh ideas—join a committee TODAY! 

BECOME A SPONSOR 

M O N T A N A  Q U A R T E R  H O R S E  A S S O C I A T I O N  



 

 

2025 AQHA UNOFFICIAL SHOW LEADERS 

Paje Turner 

SMART CHICS MOBSTER 

67th L3 Am Reining  

3rd L1 Am Ranch Riding 

11th L1 Am Ranch Trail 

SEVEN S ROYALTY 

4th L1 Am Ranch Riding 

24th L1 Am Ranch Trail 

TRASH TALK N BIGSTAR 

39th L1 Am Ranch Riding 

Rachel Adam 

NIC IT WHIZ BUD 

26th L1 Am Reining 

85th L1 Am Ranch Riding 

LITTLE KING PEPTO 

40th L1 Am Reining 

2nd Rookie Am Halter Geldings 

6th Rookie Am Ranch Trail 

9th Rookie Am Reining 

Cathy Dekker 

DUN IT SHIFTING GEARS 

7th L1 Am Performance  

       Halter Mares 

31st  L1 Am Reining 

1st Rookie Am Halter Mares 

4th Rookie Am Reining 

 

Rebecca Romine 

MACS SUGAR DADDY 

12th Rookie Am Trail 

UF ALLOCATED ARTIFACT 

24th Rookie Am Hunter Under Saddle 

Eve Pollari 

BMQ DREAMS COME TRUE 

27th Rookie Am Hunt Seat Equitation 

47th Rookie Am Showmanship 

Ash Lee Schumacher 

GIRLZ GOT GAME 

58th L1 Am Western Horsemanship 

Marija Hansen 

MOVES LIKE NICJAGGER 

12th Rookie Am Ranch Riding 

Averi Walkowiak 

DOUBLE DOWN DIVA 

57th L3 Youth Reining 

Sophia Neill 

PLAIN EASY BULLSEYE 

27th L3 Youth Barrel Racing 

2nd Justin L2 Youth—Montana 

DOX MY HONOR 

3rd Justin L2 Youth—Montana 

Max Hawkins 

NATURALEE BLONDE 

1st L1 Youth Halter Mares 

1st Rookie Youth Halter Mares 

LIKELY A MIGHTY ACE 

18th Rookie Youth Western Pleasure 

33rd Rookie Youth Horsemanship 

46th Rookie Youth Hunt Seat Equitation 

Kenzie Rustad 

INVEST IN A COWGIRL 

3rd Rookie Youth Trail 

18th Rookie Youth Western Pleasure 

21st Rookie Youth Hunter Under Saddle 

33rd Rookie Youth Showmanship 

Hailey Reed 

XLENT POTENTIAL 

40th Rookie Youth Showmanship 

1st Justin L2 Youth—Montana 

Cindy Coe 

OSR GUN DOWN PEPTO 

15th Am VRH 

Susie Barry 

TCR CATJUMPOVERDBOON 

27th Am Limited VRH All-Around 

Trissany Reichert 

TUFF N BUZZIN 

16th  Am VRH Rookie All-Around 

Jackie Strain 

GROOVY SMOKIN WHIZ 

46th Am Limited VRH All-Around 

Names in GOLD are current MQHA members  

You’re Doing Great!  Keep Going! 

GOOD LUCK TYRELL, KIMBERLY & HALLELAJUH IM DUN 



P A

M O N T A N A  Q U A R T E R  

H O R S E  A S S O C I A T I O N  

MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS 
 July 19, 2025 Central Montana Fair Open  
        Horse  Show, Lewistown, MT 
 July 24-27, 2025 Rose Circuit, South Jordan, UT 

 July 18-20, 2025 Paint-O-Rama, Monroe, WA 
 July 22-27, 2025 MRHA Big Sky Reining  
        Classic, Majestic Valley Arena, Kalispell, MT 
 July 26-27, 2025 RMBA Ranch Horse Series,  
        Twin Bridges Fairgrounds, Twin Bridges, MT 
 July 31 - August 10, 2025 AQHYA World Show 
 

 August 1-3, 2025 Nampa Quarter Horse Show, Events Center, Nampa, ID 
 August 11-16, 2025 NRHA Run For A Million, Southpoint Arena, Las Vegas, NV 

 August 14-16 Yellowstone Slide, Anderson Training Stables, Wilsall, MT 
 August 15, 2025 WMQHA Buckle Series Show, WMQHA Quarter Horse Show,  

5 C Arena, Corvallis, MT 
 August 16-17, 2025 WMQHA Quarter Horse Show, 5 C Arena, Corvallis, MT** 

 August 21-24, 2005 AQHA/ABRA Show, Moses Lake, WA** 
 August 21-24, 2005 Cowboy State Classic AQHA/NRCHA VRH Show, Big Piney, WY** 

 August 22-24, 2025 VRH Show, Big Piney, WY** 
 August 22-23 406 Schooling Show Buckle Series, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT 

 August 28-September 2, 2025 Heritage Classic,  Bastian Agricultural Center,  
        South Jordan, UT 

 September 4-6, 2025 Ranch Horse Challenge, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT** 

 September 10-14, 2025 AQHA Region 2, Rapid City, SD 

 September 12-14, 2025 MT State 4-H Working Ranch Horse Show, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT 
 September 26-28, 2025 MT State 4-H Horse Show, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT 

 September 27-October 2, 2025 WestWorld, Scottsdale, AZ 
 September 29-October 26, 2025 Quarter Horse Congress, Columbus, OH 
 
 October 12-15, 2025 NILE AQHA & VRH Show, Miller’s Horse Palace, Laurel, MT** 
 October 30-November 8, 2025 AQHA World Show, Oklahoma City, OK 
 
 December 5-7, 2025 MQHA Convention, General Membership Meeting & Year End 

Awards, Great Northern Hotel, Helena, MT 
 

**Indicates MQHA Approved Shows 

*REMINDER:  MQHA’S show year for year-end awards has changed. 

The show year for 2025 year-end awards is September 1, 2024, - August 31, 2025.  



 
 

P A G E  3 1  

 JULY 31:  AQHA Horseback Riding Program April—June hours due. 
 AUGUST 1:  MQHYA Educational Scholarship application due 

(see application on pages 22 & 23) 
 AUGUST 6:  WMQHA Cattle Entry Deadline. 
 AUGUST 6:  WMQHA Pre-entry deadline (to avoid $45 post entry fee). 
 AUGUST 6:  WMQHA Stall reservation deadline (to avoid additional $20 fee on circuit rate for stalls). 
 OCTOBER 31:  AQHA Horseback Riding Program July-September hours due. 
 DECEMBER 31:  AQHA Horseback Riding Program October-December hours due. 
 DECEMBER 31:  2026 MQHA Directory ads due. 

DON’T MISS THESE 

DEADLINES 

  

That voice in your head asking  

“what if I mess it up?” 

     It isn’t a stop sign—it’s a Signal. 

It means you’re close to something that 

matters. 

It means you’re stretching, leveling up, 

becoming. 

And your horse can feel it, too. 

Not the fear—but the Moment you 

choose to walk forward anyway. 

     Even if it’s slow.  Even if it isn’t pretty. 

Courage isn’t loud. 

Sometimes it’s just one quiet step  

forward when everything in you wants to 

pull back. 

So Breathe. 

Trust the work you’ve done. 

And Walk straight into that next moment like it’s exactly where you are meant to be. 

Borrowed from Gary Cooper’s FB page.  Gary says,  

“Love this ....It applies not only to horsemanship goals but  

everything life throws at us!! Stay Strong.” 



PLEASE 

SUPPORT 

OUR 

MQHA 

SPONSORS 

 





M O N T A N A  Q U A R T E R  H O R S E  

A S S O C I A T I O N  



**May 25-26, 2024  WMQHA Shows, Corvallis, MT** 

May 31-June 2, 2024  Horse Shoe Circuit, Gold Spike Event Center, Ogden, UT 

**June 1-2, 2024  All Breed Ranch Horse Show, Billings, MT** 

**June 6-9, 2024  Big Sky Classic, Cottonwood Arena, Joliet, MT** 

June 9-11, 2024  Moses Lake Quarter Horse Show, Moses Lake, WA 

June 15, 2024   WMQHA Buckle Series Schooling Show, Big Sky Horse Park, Missoula, MT 

June 20-24, 2024  AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse World Show, Fairgrounds, Amarillo, TX 

June 21-30, 2024  APHA World Show, Will Rogers Memorial Center, Fort Worth, TX 

**June 29-30, 2024  Sparks Some Fun, Level 1 & Rookie Show, Billings, MT** 

June 27-July 7, 2024  EMO Celebration, Southpoint Equestrian Center, Las Vegas, NV 

July 13, 2024   WMQHA Buckle Series Schooling Show, Big Sky Horse Park, Missoula, MT 

**July 13-14, 2024  Heart Mountain Rendevous, Powell, WY** 

July 19-21, 2024  Rose Circuit, South Jordan, UT 

July 19-21, 2024  Paint-O-Rama, Monroe, WA 

July 27-28, 2024  Cle Elum Quarter Horse Show 

July 31 - August 11, 2024 AQHYA World Show 

August 2-4, 2024  Nampa Quarter Horse Show, Events Center, Nampa, ID 

**August 10-11, 2024  WMQHA Shows, Corvallis, MT** 

**August 23-25, 2024  AQHA/ABRA Show, 4 Judges, Moses Lake, WA (PENDING)** 

August 29-September 3, 2024 Heritage Classic, South Jordan, UT 

September 11-15, 2024  AQHA Region 2, Rapid City, SD 

September 13-15, 2024  MT State 4-H Working Ranch Horse Show, 406 Arena, Vaughn, MT 

September 20-22, 2024  MT State 4-H Horse Show, Location TBD 

September 27-October 2, 2024 WestWorld, Scottsdale, AZ 

September 29-October 27, 2024 Quarter Horse Congress, Columbus, OH 

**October 13-16, 2024  NILE AQHA & VRH Show, Horse Palace, Laurel, MT** 

October 31- November 11, 2024  AQHA World Show, Oklahoma City, OK 

December 6-8, 2024 MQHA Convention, General Membership Meeting & Year End Awards, Great 
Northern Hotel, Helena, MT 

 

 

April Buckle Series Show:   

A nice Halter Geldings class! 



 





WMQHA HORSE SHOW | August 16-17, 2025 



WMQHA HORSE SHOW | August 16-17, 2025 



 



 



 



 

 



 







 

 

M O N T A N A  Q U A R T E R  H O R S E  A S S O C I A T I O N  

2024 AQHA Region 2 Horse 

Show:  Can you identify the 

MQHA exhibitor(s)? 

Excitement is building for the 20th Anniversary Region 2 Championship Show! 

The Committee has been working on many great awards, activities, welcome bags, daily fun activities for prizes, 

NEW BUCKLES for every class winner, vendors and presentations! 



 

 





 

PLEASE THANK AND  

SUPPORT 

OUR NILE VRH SHOW 

SPONSORS 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Thank You! ANNONOMOUS 

DONOR 

There’s still room for YOU, too,! 



 

PLEASE THANK AND  

SUPPORT 

OUR NILE VRH SHOW 

SPONSORS 

GOLD SPONSORS 
The Bond Ranch 

Sergeant Performance Horses 

Again, there’s still room for your sponsorship! 

 

Doreen & Jeff Lee 

Sandra Davis 

Scott Neuman  

Terry & Leslie Olsen 

Steve & Rita Church 

Carolyn Mack 

 



 

PLEASE THANK AND  

SUPPORT 

OUR NILE VRH SHOW 

SPONSORS 

SILVER SPONSORS 

Look at all this room for your sponsorship! 

 

Laura Bakker David Clark 

Cindy Coe Jim Fredericks 

Ashley Kutz Laurel Laba 

Jan Larsen Steve & Janene Love 

Suzanne Sherick Justin Warneke 

Stan & Nancy Weaver Marilyn Wegweiser 

Mindi Wilson  



 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS—YOU ARE MQHA!! 

We want to spotlight more of our members in our newsletters. 

Please share any of your horse activity photos—shows, clinics, trail riding, etc.— and  

let us know what you’re doing! 

You can e-mail your photos to montanaqha@gmail.com. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS AND ADVERTISORS!! 

Have a Great Summer! 


