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Plan a productive
summer for your
kids without
breaking your
budget

When it comes 1o keeping kids
sy with positive pursuits during
the sumimer, It 5 enough to moke
parents crazy, How da you kaep
fhem engeged? What activities wil
they enjoy that don’t come with
axpansive fees? What resources
are ayvailable ooally?

The good news is there are axcel-
lent programs availabke for your
kids ond the cnby price of admission
is 0 library card, Take children's
book cuther and illustrator Chuck
Galey's word 1. He has besn
Bringing surnmer acdveniures io
ibraries across WMississipp since the
Iote 19905,

Since the 1890s, surmmer
reading programs
sponsored by local public
liraries have been
encouraging children fo
use the library and develop
a life-long love of reading.
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By Chuck Gaoley

Summeer vacotion is almsst here, For parenis of schoolkaged
children, there s clways the question of how con a parent
keep their kids sharp during the summer and still et them
have some fun.

Yourlocal lirary is a good way 1o meel Those challengas
for wour kids. Most libranies have summer reading proQrams
that kids can attend to leam all sorfs of Things.

The public library is o subject that is near and daar 1o my
heart, When | walk into < lizrary, | don't see shelves of
books, mogadnas and DVOs, Mo, | sea the portal to adven
ture through o time machine that is a book. For all thase
books hove stores about people and their expernences
obout ifein plocss where | hope 1o go. bulb would never De
able o covear them allin my lifgtime. This 5 because
some of these places only exist in history. S1ill, the firme |
spend with a Dook is compac! and randuil, an 2scape
from ihe present.

| remember going o the librany during sy Childhaod
surnmners. Filling cuf the forms for how many books | hod
rend that weaek. Goals were sef and meat... or not met.
But | cam’t rermember a fime when fhere was O program
givan — a program that drew kids fo the librany.

That's why | present progroms at the liorary. The state of
Mississiped hos one of the highest iliteracy rates in the
countny., Many pregrams and individuals hove fied fo
cxdiciress this problerm, but sometow i always gets Sogoed
clown in funding and polifics. It's ronic that a state, known
for its wiiters and entertaingrs, has the highest ilteracy rate.

Im iy estimation, the salution ta this problem, like the
solution to many problems, beging in the home, Parants
can encourage reading in the home by letfing their
childran see them reading o newspapear, magozing, or
hook. It's a great bonding expearience for lamilies to go
fo the liorary together.
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And, don’t worny cbout e-books
taking over the reading workd,
When television came along,
the movie Industny sow it as
compelition lor the enterlain-
rment dzllar. 5o, the studics
rmade going to the movies an
event, a destination and an
enhanced expeience. Today,
rowies ore maore eopular fhon
ever, E-poaks will have thair
place in publishing, but fhere
Wwill clways be the classic
printed ward,

| first started visiting librarias in
the lale 19905, Every library in
the country has a summer
recding prograrm to invite
school aoed kids in 1o confinue
their reading. This i so they
won't kose thelr leaming/student
edge over the surmmer,

As an authorfillustrator of
children’s books, | lind pressnt-
ing these programs each
SUMTETIEr Keaps me connactad
with miy readiens. it lefs me know
whot's going on in theair lives
angd what is pooukor thess days.
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After a while one bacomes
accustormead ta baing in front
of kids maore fhan Baeing in front
of adults, especially since in my
rming. I'm an eight-yvear old
By in an old man’s Body, with
a Peter Pan complex. ["ve just
MEVET QIOWn U, 50 1T SUits me
prethy well

I"we visted 1he largest o libraries
in Mississippi cities and fowns
to the smallest railrcod Soxcar
gze branch Mrones inwal his-
sissppi 1175 always the same.
Parants ond grondpanants bring
Ihose kids oul 10 see what's
going on. You can see it in fhe
kids' eves. “Show us scrnething
new and diffarent!” they al-
ways say. If you've ever been
In front of o bunch of kids, yvou
know that they are Bratally
monest. They'll yawn. They'll fag
the shoulder of their buddy
next ta therm starting a small
scufile. These are kids. You'll
lose them very guickiy if your
program isn't interesting. Just
falking 1o therm doasn't work,
You have o show therm some-
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Thing, Taday's kids are vany vi-
sual, growing up with video
oameas, the Intermet and all
sorts for Kids programiming on
Television.

These are not adults Trving‘ to
poy attention ina corporate
worksnop. This is the lirary
during surmrner yacation to
them! In o tyoical ibrary presen-
tation, the kids have just rolled
out of bed and grabbed o
guick breakios befora Morm
dicve therm to tha library. 5o |
have to be on my best gome
o make sure they receive the
bast progrom | can give to
hemn.

For young pecple, summer va

cation s socred. When flowers
beagin 1o bud in the soing, they
ko that surmmearn vacation

ond freedcm is nof too far awoy.
T2 be able 1o prasent my pro-
grarms o them and Bokd theidr
attention, 5 a cholenge and an
hanorn, To have therm ask Ques-
fions is even betier. | always

iy 1o keep the prasentofions
light and fun and last paced,

Lizrarans touch the future of
their young library patrons
becouse they are the gafe-
keepars ta knowlaedge. Their
jok s to put the ight book into
the honds of o student fo help
thierm becoms lifglong readears.
And lifelong readers will e-
come better educated and
infarmed citizans,

In a way, that's my rmission, foo.
To provide entertaining stanas,
well crafted illustrations and
intergsting choractarns for
voung reqders fo enjoy. e
rmambar and cherish.

&“‘ Chiliren s book authoriustrator Chuck Solay presams Cormmon Corae Curiculim comypliaont
T arts Infagration programs fo schools and lbraries ol ovar the coundnye. VisT his websife;
wias chuckooley.com for maore irformation.
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