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Commemorative half dollars and a handful of souvenir badges
and tokens mark the 1923 Monroe Doctrine Centennial
and Motion Picture Exposition.

UMISMATISTS MAY RECALL that, in 1823,
a commemorative half dollar was struck by
the United States Mint to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the Monroe Doctrine,
an American foreign palicy established to
prevent European powers from expanding their
colonies and otherwise interfering in North and
South America. The coln depicls the conjoined
busts of Presidents James Monroe and John

Quiney Adams, with a beautiful and cleverly de-
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signed rendering of the Western Hemisphere on
the reverse. But how many of vou know that the
official name of the event was the “Monroe Dioe-
trine Centennial and American Historical Revue
and Motion Picture Exposition?”

The coin is relatively common, as more than
274,000 were distributed, but its intended pur-
pose Is nol so0 clear, Indeed, the two evenls were
not related, but the centennial presented itself at
a time when Hollvwood was trying desperately to
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The link between the coin and the American movie industry was weak,

even by Hollywood standards.
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shed its bad image. Luci
Marzola reported in her 2012
article “Hollywood’s Lost
World’s Fair: The Fallure of
the Motion Picture Exposi-
tion of 1923™ that Los Angeles
wanled Lo use the exposition “to
announce itsell as a key metropoli
in modern Ameriea, as Chicago
(1802-93) and San Francisco
(1915) before it had done.”
With the backing of influ-
ential friends in Congress,
and all the power, might and
unparalleled storytelling abil-
ity of Hollywood, it is surpris-
ing the American Historical
Revue and Motion Picture Expo-
sition isn't better known. Marzola
proposed that “the inability of the film
studios to work together as a united industry ulti-
mately led to the failure of the exposition.”
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4 A FLYER DESCRIBES THE EVENT and the 1923-5 commemaorative half dollar (left) in glowing terms.

Actual Soxe: Wl = T0emim (fyar, fop right) & 30.6mm (ha¥ dollar

The link between the coln and the American
movie industry was weak, even by Hollywood stand-
ards. The legislation calling for the coin’s pro-
duection mentioned nothing about the connection.
According to Don Taxay’s 1967 INustrated Hiztory
of U.8. Commemorative Coinage, on December 18,
1922, Congressman Walter Franklin Lineberger
(R-California) “introduced a bill to authorize a
Monroe Doctrine (Centennial) commemarative half
dollar. He spoke at length about how the Doctrine
prevented France, England and Russia from try-
ing to acquire California prior to its annexation.”

A Rocky Stant

Even back in the 1820s, Hollywood wielded a
great deal of power. Some major motion-picture
studics banded together to form the Motion Pie-
ture Producers and Distributors of America
(MPPDA), whose purpose was to lobby for the
exposition, amd to encourage studios and stake-
holders to support it finaneially. However, a
few large studios (Fox Film Corporation |later
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Many studios contributed money and star power

to make the exposition a success, among them Paramount Pictures.

vailed, Inoa May 1923 letter o MPPDA President
Will Hays, Producer Joseph Schenck wrote that
the Hollywood community believed the event
waolild be a financial sueeess, and that it vir-
tually guaranteed investors a profitable re-
turn on their money.
Schenck and other
Hollywood giants, such
as Producer/Director
Cecil B. DeMille, pro-
moted the exposition
at every opportun-
ily and constanlly
were guobed in the Los
Angeles Times, Los An-
geles Examiner and
even the venerable
Time magazine.

While these efforts
produced favorable re-
sults, America's per-
ception of Hollywood
was far from positive,

The multiple trials of 4 FRANCIS B. DAVISON was named
actor Hoseoe “Fally” director-general of the exposition.
Arbuckle for Lthe death  Thirty years earlier, he had served
ol aclress Virginia as chief inspector and adjuster
Rappe and the murder  of the 1892-93 World's Columbian

AMCRICAN HISTORITAL REVUC
MOTION PICTURE EXPOSITION

FLES FAL. JULY 14
i Wi Welsl L

& A COLORFUL PROMOTIONAL ENVELOPE housed the
Monroe Doctrine Centennial half dollar,

Acthml S 95 x 165mm

20th Century Fox ], Vitagraph and others) refused
to be involved. At times, it appeared the exposi-
ticn would have to be cancelled because of a lack
of funding.

But, the exposition’s tenacious supporters pre-
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of director William Exposition in Chicago.
Desmond Tavlor pro-

duced hundreds of sensational and seandal-
ous headlines that were burned into the public
psyche. People doubted Hollywood's ability to re-
form its image before the exposition opened.

Schmoozing for Success
Many studios contribubed money and star power
to make the exposition a sueress, among them
Paramount Pietures; Warner Brothers; Metro
Pictures and Goldwyn Pictures (the precursors of
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer [MGM] Studios); and
Columbia Pletures Corporation. The latter was
one of the biggest sponsors of the fair. President
and Produetion Director Harry Cohn was by
nature a promoter, and he saw the event as an
opportunity to publicize the studio and its stable
of stars, He invited carefully chosen loeal dig-
nitaries, national political figures and im-
portant investors to attend the exposition and
the parties and historical pageants that featured
Columbia celebrities,

To recognize dignitaries for their participation

e O
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Lineberger’s coinage bill had its share of supporters, but also a number

of detractors, among them Congressman Louis Cramton.

in the American Histori-
cal Hevue and Motion
Picture Exposition, Co-
lumbia commissioned
Tiffany & Co. to create a
hundred sterling-silver
badges, from which were
suspended Monroe Doe-
trine Centennial half

= dollars. The badge was
5 composed of two bars
g one imprionted with the
F word COLUMBIA, Lthe
£ ather with OFFICTAL
p GUEST: the back of the
g top bar hore the name
! TIFFANY & C0. and the
1 word STERLING. The
coin was mounted in a
bezel and hung from
a red-white-and-blue
ribbon. These impressive
badges are extremely mre
and difficull Lo acquire.
(In the last 40 years, 1
have seen vm:l:,.- Lhre. )
An event of this mag-
& TIFFANY & €0, was commissioned nitude required a strong
by Columbia Pictures to produce leader. The organizers
a badge for presentation to dig- appointed Francis B.
nitaries. Suspended from the rib-  Diavizon (known to all as
bon was a 1923-5 half dollar in a “FB*), who, 30 years
sterling-silver bezel. Only three earlier, had served as
exampbes of this plece are known.  “chiel inspector and ad-
fctuad St 13w 908mm juster”™ for the 1892-84
World's Columbisn Ex-
position In Chleago. Assisting Direclor-General
Davison was Exposition President Walter J. Rey-
nolds, who also was seeretary of the anti-union
Motion Picture Producers Association of Los
Angeles, Ultimately, Reynolds had no real influ-
ence over the studio executives, and conflicts be-
tween him and Davison contributed to Reynolds®
resignation before the close of the exposition.
Powerful Friends in Washington
Lineberger's coinage bill had its share of sup-
porters, but also a number of detractors, among
them Congressman Louis Cramton {R-Michigan) and
Senator Frank Greene (R-Vermont), who voiced
slrong concerns about “our nation’s coinage he-
ing sold to harlotry, from year to year.,” But
38 The HUMISMATIST | W W, MOnNay.org

Lineberger marshaled his forees, and the bill
passed the U5, House of Representatives on Jan-
uary 24, 1923, and subsequently was approved by
the Senate, The legislation was signed into law by
President Warren G. Harding.

Congress authorized the striking of not more
than 300,000 silver 50-cent pleces in commem-
oration of the 100th anniversary of the Monroe
Doctrine, stipulating that the coins “shall be

SRROFS. D

B 6 EHEEL

the reverse of the Monroe
Doctrine Centennial half dollar,
an enlarged version of which
was maounted on the base of the
exposition’s statue of President James -
Monroe (top, at its 1923 dedication), bore a strong resemblance
to the official seal (right) created by Ralph Beck for the 1901
Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, New York.
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Issued upon request of the Los Angeles Clear-
ing House,” & consortium of banks and finan-
cial institutions. James Earl Fraser, the pre-
eminent seulptor of his day and an experienced
eoin designer (having created the Indian Head/
Ruffalo nickel in 1013), was commissioned to de-
sign the commemorative,

Because of his unprecedented workload, Fraser
engaged the services of seulptor Chester Beach.
It was Beach's idea to use female figures on the
reverse to personify North and Seuth America.
The eoncept did not go unnoticed by Ralph Beck,
designer of the 1901 Pan-American Exposition
seal, who complained to the United States Mint
and the U.5. Commission of Fine Arts that Beach
copied his work. Beach, however, claimed igno-
rance of Beck's design. Ultimately, Beck’s plea
for an apology fell on deal ears, though it is olwi-
ous his earlier seal influenced Beach, who went on
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THIS COUPDN 1N G0 POR 100 VOTES FOR
QUEHN OF THE FIRRT ANNTUAL AMERICAN
HISTONIOAL HEVEE & MUOTION PFICTORE
ESTHISTRIAL EXPUSITION PREMINILE,

WEITE RAME oF FESECN VOTES SOM Sn Lot

« THIS BOND-LIKE CERTIFICATE, with removable cou-
pons on a second page, was presented to exposi-
tion patrons, chual Sie 23813 x 368 Smy (ef1)

to design additional commemorative coins and
medals for the mint.

In May and June of 1923, the San Francisco
Mint struck 274,077 Monree Doctrine Centennial
half dollars, which subsequently were purchased
by the Los Angeles Clearing House st face value,
plus the cost of making multiple sels of dies
(81,8000, According Lo Q. David Bowers® Com-
memorative Coing of the United States: A Complete
Encyelopedia (1881), the coins were offered to the
public for $1 cach and distributed through the
Los Angeles Clearing House and nonmember
banks, by mail through the Exposition Commit-
tee, and by other means, though significant quan-
tities were not sold at the exposition.

The exposition opened on July 2, 1923, and ran
for five weeks, bul it never lived up Lo Lhe “buze®
Hollyweood had created for i Coln sales slumped,
and the member banks of the Los Angeles Clear-
Ing Houge began releaging the eoing into elireula-
tion. It has been estimated that less than 10 per-
cent of the mintage was actually sold at the
advertised price of $1 per codn; the remainder elr-
culated at face value.

The media of the day distorted these facts, and
news stories, such as this one from the Los Angeles
Times, painted a rosier picture:

REVUE COINS IN
HEAVY DEMAND
*
Half Dollars Sought by Al
Sections of Counlry
—p—

Managenenl Refuses Lo Send
Souvenlrs Away

to commemorale the exposition now being con-
ducted in this eity, are attracting nation-wide
interest armong mumismatists and coln dealers.

Additional problems plagued the exposition.
Within weeks of its opening, receipts trailed

s, mongy. arg |
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4 THE "OFFICIAL SOUVENIR™ was a
uniface medal suspended from a
ribbon and carrying a left-facing
profile of Monroe, s Sim: 313 « Tonm

Even Hollywood’s biggest motion-picture stars, summoned by the studios

to entertain altendees, couldn’t save the exposition.

expenses, and the fair
was awash in red ink.
As bankrptcy loomed
on the horizon, no
mention of thiz was
ever made in contem-
[HOTATY DEWS[IAHTS.

Attendance was sig-
nificantly lower than
expected. Even Holly-
wood"s biggest motion-
picture stars, sum-
moned by Uhe studios
Liv enlertain atlend-
g, couldn’t save the
exposition. The Loz
Angeles Evaminer trum-
peted a million visi-
tors, though attendance
was closer to 300,004,

One of the final
daggers in exposition
promoters” hearts was
Presidenl Harding's
highly touted visit, He
wis scheduled Lo Lour
the exposition grounds
on Maonday, August &,
but while wvisiting in
California, the president collapsed and died on
August 2, This was the final straw, and a pall hung
over the remaining days of the fair.

In Holbywood terms, the American Historical
Revue and Motion Pieture Exposition was a flop.
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