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LETTER EIGHT 

Escape or Inheritance? 

Reexamining the Rapture and the Future of the Earth 

The question is not whether believers will be gathered to Christ. Scripture promises that we 

will. The question is whether that gathering means permanent evacuation from the earth or 

welcome into the completed reign of its rightful King. 

A Doctrine That Shapes the Mission 

Few teachings have shaped modern evangelical expectations as powerfully as the pretribulation rapture. 

Many believers have been taught that Christians will suddenly disappear before a future seven-year 

tribulation, after which God will resume His primary prophetic dealings with national Israel. 

Within this framework, Christ's coming is divided into stages. He first comes secretly or privately for the 

Ecclesia, removing believers from the earth. Years later, He returns publicly with them to establish a 

millennial Kingdom. 

The word rapture is not itself the problem. It comes through Latin terminology for the biblical expression 

“caught up” in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Scripture clearly teaches that believers will be gathered to the Lord, 

the dead will be raised, and living believers will be transformed. 

The disputed issue is the larger system constructed around that promise: Must the gathering occur before 

a separate tribulation? Is it secret? Does it remove the Ecclesia so that God's plan can return to Israel? 

Does it leave the wicked governing the earth while the righteous depart? 

The fully developed pretribulation system became influential through John Nelson Darby in the 

nineteenth century and later through the Scofield Reference Bible, prophecy conferences, Bible institutes, 

seminaries, radio, books, and popular fiction. Earlier Christians held varied views about tribulation, 

resurrection, and the millennium, but the modern two-stage framework was not the historic consensus 

of the Ecclesia. 
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History does not determine biblical truth. A recent doctrine could be correct, and an ancient doctrine 

could be wrong. But when a relatively recent system becomes nearly inseparable from the Gospel itself, 

it deserves careful examination. 

We must distinguish the biblical promise of being gathered to Christ from the theological 

system of a secret pretribulation evacuation. 

The Principal Rapture Passage 

Paul's most direct teaching appears in 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18. He is comforting believers grieving 

Christians who have died. His concern is not to give an end-times chart but to assure them that the dead 

in Christ will not miss the Lord's coming. 

Paul writes: 

“The Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, 

we who are still alive…will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air.” —1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 

Several features deserve attention. 

First, the event centers upon the bodily resurrection. The dead in Christ rise. The hope Paul offers is not 

escape from embodiment but restoration to embodied life. 

Second, the event is hardly described as secret. It includes the Lord's descent, a commanding cry, an 

archangel's voice, and God's trumpet. The text portrays a royal and public arrival. 

Third, the living are caught up “together with” the resurrected saints. The passage reunites the people of 

God around the arriving King. 

Fourth, believers go out “to meet” the Lord. The Greek word apantēsis can describe people going out to 

welcome an arriving dignitary and accompany him on the final portion of his approach. The same term 

appears in the parable of the bridesmaids going out to meet the bridegroom and in Acts when believers 

travel out to meet Paul before accompanying him to Rome (Matthew 25:6; Acts 28:15). 

The word alone does not settle every movement after the meeting, but it fits the image of a royal welcome 

better than a prolonged evacuation. Paul concludes not by saying where believers travel next, but by 

giving the essential promise: “And so we will be with the Lord forever.” 
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The comfort of the passage is not, “You will escape the earth.” It is, “The dead will rise, the 

living will be gathered, and all God's people will forever be with the Lord.” 

The Resurrection and Transformation 

First Corinthians 15 describes the same hope: 

“We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 

changed.” —1 Corinthians 15:51–52 

Again, the emphasis is resurrection and transformation. Mortality puts on immortality. Corruption gives 

way to incorruption. Death is swallowed up in victory. 

Paul does not describe an immortal soul escaping material creation. He proclaims the redemption of 

embodied human life. The resurrection of Jesus is the firstfruits and pattern. Christ did not discard His 

body; He rose bodily, transformed and glorified. 

The chapter also places this event at “the last trumpet” and within the sequence by which Christ destroys 

every opposing rule and finally abolishes death. Christ “must reign until He has put all His enemies under 

His feet” (1 Corinthians 15:25–26). 

The biblical hope is therefore larger than rescue before trouble. It is the victory of Christ over sin, 

corruption, and death. 

Is the Gathering Before the Tribulation? 

First Thessalonians 4 does not say the gathering occurs seven years before Christ's public appearing. That 

timing comes from combining the passage with a broader dispensational system. 

In 2 Thessalonians, Paul joins “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” with “our being gathered to Him” and 

warns believers not to think the day has arrived (2 Thessalonians 2:1–3). Whatever view one takes of the 

man of lawlessness or the chapter's historical setting, Paul treats the coming and gathering as closely 

related, not as obviously separated by seven years. 

Jesus likewise places the gathering of His elect after the tribulation described in the Olivet Discourse 

(Matthew 24:29–31). Part One of Letter Seven argued that the discourse's immediate horizon concerned 

Jerusalem and that generation. Even so, the passage cannot simply be cited as proof that the Ecclesia 

must be removed before tribulation. 
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Believers are promised deliverance from God's condemning wrath through Christ (Romans 5:9; 1 

Thessalonians 1:10). But deliverance from wrath does not always mean physical removal before suffering. 

Scripture repeatedly portrays God preserving His people in or through judgment: 

• Noah was preserved through the flood. 

• Israel was protected amid the judgments upon Egypt. 

• Lot: removed from the immediate place of judgment 

• The three Hebrews were preserved in the furnace. 

• Daniel was kept in the lions' den. 

• The apostles endured persecution while remaining faithful witnesses. 

God may remove His servants from danger, or He may sustain them within it. Our confidence rests in His 

faithfulness—not in a guarantee that obedience will never involve suffering.  

Lot provides another important pattern. Before judgment fell upon Sodom, God led Lot and his family out 

of the condemned city (Genesis 19). Lot was removed from the immediate location of judgment, but he 

was not removed from the earth. He was preserved so that he could continue living beyond that judgment. 

Scripture therefore presents more than one form of divine protection: God may preserve His people 

through judgment, as He did Noah, or lead them away from its immediate location, as He did Lot. Neither 

pattern requires the permanent evacuation of the righteous from the earth while the wicked inherit it. 

The promise of deliverance from wrath should not be transformed into a promise that the 

Ecclesia will escape every period of tribulation. 

Who Is Taken and Who Is Left? 

Jesus compared the coming judgment to the days of Noah: 

“The flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of 

Man.” —Matthew 24:39 

In Noah's story, the wicked were swept away in judgment while Noah and his family were preserved to 

inherit the cleansed earth. This complicates the popular assumption that being “taken” always means 

being rescued and being “left” always means being abandoned. 

Jesus' statement that one will be taken and another left must be read within that context. Interpreters 

disagree about whether “taken” is positive or negative in every parallel passage, but the Noah comparison 

certainly does not provide a simple picture of the righteous disappearing while the wicked inherit the 

world. 
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The larger biblical pattern points in the opposite direction: evildoers are cut off, while the righteous 

remain and inherit. 

Created for the Earth 

The Bible begins not with humanity escaping creation, but with God placing His image-bearers within it. 

God said: 

“Let Us make mankind in Our image, in Our likeness, so that they may rule…over all the 

earth.” —Genesis 1:26 

Humanity was commissioned to be fruitful, fill the earth, subdue it, and exercise dominion beneath God's 

authority (Genesis 1:28). In Genesis 2, Adam was placed in the garden to cultivate and guard it. 

Dominion was never permission to exploit. It was the responsibility to cultivate, protect, develop, and 

extend the order and goodness of God throughout creation. 

The earth was not a disposable waiting room. It was declared good, entrusted to humanity, and intended 

to become filled with the knowledge and glory of God. 

God's original assignment was not escape from the earth, but faithful stewardship within it. 

What the Fall Distorted 

The serpent entered the garden as a deceiver and usurper, not its creator or rightful owner. When Adam 

and Eve rebelled, sin, death, disorder, and alienation entered human experience. 

The fall did not transfer legal ownership of creation from God to Satan. “The earth is the Lord's, and 

everything in it” (Psalm 24:1). Satan exercises real influence as “the god of this age” and “the ruler of the 

kingdom of the air” by blinding, deceiving, accusing, and exploiting Adam’s & man’s rebellion (2 

Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2). 

God’s creation of man’s dominion became corrupt. Instead of stewarding beneath God, people sought 

autonomy, dominated one another, and surrendered themselves to sin. Authority was not erased, but its 

exercise became disordered. 

Even within judgment, God announced redemption. The woman's Seed would crush the serpent's head 

(Genesis 3:15). Creation's story would not end with the deceiver possessing what belonged to God. 
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Christ, the Last Adam 

What was ruined through Adam is restored and surpassed through Jesus Christ. 

“As in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” —1 Corinthians 15:22 

“The first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.” —1 

Corinthians 15:45 

Where Adam yielded to temptation, Jesus remained obedient. Where Adam reached for autonomy, Jesus 

lived in complete dependence upon the Father. Where Adam's sin brought death, Christ's obedience 

opened the way to righteousness and life. 

Following His resurrection, Jesus declared, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me” 

(Matthew 28:18). He then sent His followers to make disciples of all nations. 

Christ's victory does not restore believers merely to Eden. It brings them into union with the risen King. 

Even as He renews us into His image, He sends us to represent His reign within the world. 

The Second Adam does not rescue us from the Creator's purpose. He restores us to it and 

empowers us to fulfill it under His lordship. 

The Righteous Inherit 

Scripture repeatedly identifies the earth or land as the inheritance of the righteous: 

• “Those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land” (Psalm 37:9). 

• “The meek will inherit the land and enjoy peace and prosperity” (Psalm 37:11). 

• “The righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever” (Psalm 37:29). 

• “The righteous will never be uprooted, but the wicked will not remain in the land” (Proverbs 10:30). 

• “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5). 

The final biblical vision is not disembodied souls living forever away from creation. Revelation describes a 

new heaven and new earth, the holy city descending, and God's dwelling coming to humanity (Revelation 

21:1–3). 

The direction is striking: the city descends; God dwells with His people; creation is renewed; death and 

sorrow are removed. 

Second Peter describes the present heavens and earth passing through fiery judgment and believers 

awaiting “a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). Whether one 
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emphasizes transformation or replacement, the outcome is not the eternal triumph of wickedness over 

creation. It is a world made right beneath God. 

The earth is not destined for abandonment by God. It is destined for the fulfillment of His 

redemptive purpose. 

The Kingdom Is Given to the Saints 

Daniel saw the Son of Man approach the Ancient of Days and receive dominion, glory, and a Kingdom so 

that all peoples and nations would serve Him (Daniel 7:13–14). 

Daniel then says: 

• “The holy people of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever” (Daniel 7:18). 

• Judgment was given in favor of the saints, and they possessed the Kingdom (Daniel 7:22). 

• The sovereignty and greatness of the kingdoms under heaven were given to the holy people of the 

Most High (Daniel 7:27). 

The vision includes conflict. Beastly powers oppose the saints for a time. But their dominion is judged, and 

the Kingdom belongs to the Son of Man and His people. 

This is not a call to seize control through violence or political coercion. Jesus said His servants did not fight 

with worldly weapons to establish His Kingdom (John 18:36). The saints overcome through faithfulness, 

truth, sacrifice, prayer, service, and the testimony of Jesus. The saints given authority and command over 

the spiritual wickedness was established. 

The nations are not trophies for the Ecclesia. They are the inheritance of Christ and the 

objects of His discipling mission. 

Spiritual Warfare Without Fleshly Warfare 

Make no mistake: Scripture describes a real war. But “our struggle is not against flesh and blood” 

(Ephesians 6:12). 

People are not the enemy. Political opponents, unbelievers, confused neighbors, and members of other 

nations or religions are human beings for whom Christ's ambassadors are called to pray, serve, speak 

truth, and announce reconciliation. 

The weapons of our warfare are not carnal. God equips His people with truth, righteousness, readiness 

formed by the Gospel of peace, faith, salvation, His Word, and persistent prayer (Ephesians 6:10–18). 
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The armor of God does not authorize hostility. It equips believers to resist deception, remain faithful, 

demolish arguments, endure suffering, and represent Christ without becoming like the powers they 

oppose. 

The Ecclesia must not hide in a foxhole awaiting rescue. Nor should it charge into cultural conflict in anger 

and self-reliance. It stands in Christ, hears the Father, serves its neighbors, makes disciples, and faithfully 

occupies its sphere. 

From Escape to Engagement 

A preoccupation with imminent evacuation can shorten the horizon of obedience. Why build for 

grandchildren, cultivate institutions, reform education, serve government, care for creation, or develop 

long-term Kingdom strategies if believers expect to disappear at any moment? 

Many who believe in a pretribulation rapture have nevertheless served sacrificially and built for future 

generations. Their faithfulness should be honored. The concern is not the character of every believer but 

the tendency produced by the system's internal logic. 

The New Testament describes believers as a royal priesthood, a holy nation, ambassadors, fellow workers 

with God, heirs with Christ, and witnesses empowered by the Spirit. These are active identities. 

We do not create the Kingdom or complete redemption through human effort. We do not know the day 

or hour of final consummation. But uncertainty about timing is never an excuse for disobedience. 

If Christ returns tomorrow, He should find us faithful today. If generations remain, we should leave them 

a godly inheritance rather than theological permission to retreat. 

The possibility of Christ's return should intensify faithful stewardship, not cancel it. 
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Review and Summary 

Scripture promises that believers will be gathered to Christ. The dead will rise, the living will be 

transformed, and all God's people will forever be with the Lord. 

The principal passage does not describe a quiet disappearance. It announces the Lord's descent with a 

commanding cry, an archangel's voice, and God's trumpet. It centers upon resurrection and a royal 

meeting with the arriving King. 

The timing of a pretribulation evacuation is not stated in 1 Thessalonians 4. It is supplied by a larger 

dispensational framework. Scripture promises deliverance from wrath, but often depicts God preserving 

His people through trial rather than removing them before it. 

The Bible's broader story moves from creation to new creation. Humanity was made to steward the earth. 

Sin distorted that calling, but Christ, the Last Adam, restores His people beneath His authority. The wicked 

do not inherit creation forever; the meek inherit the earth. The Kingdom is given to the saints, and God's 

dwelling comes to humanity. 

Our hope is not confidence in our own power. It is the resurrection, the appearing of Christ, the defeat of 

death, and life forever in God's renewed creation. 

Until that consummation, our assignment remains clear: make disciples, teach obedience, serve faithfully, 

resist evil without using its methods, and represent the King in every sphere entrusted to us. 

The question is not whether we will be gathered to Christ. The question is whether we are 

presently living as those prepared to welcome the King and inherit the world He makes new. 

 https://eleventhhourministries.com/ 

The letter does not end here.  Continue the journey as we learn to think biblically, live courageously, and 

faithfully represent Christ’s Kingdom in every sphere of life. 

Enter the War Room at 11thHourWarRoom.org 

https://eleventhhourministries.com/
https://11thhourwarroom.org/
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