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TO THE JUDGE PRESIDING OVER MY HEARING TODAY, AND EVERYONE ELSE 
WATCHING. 

HI I'M TONY ROMAN, OF BASILICO'S PASTA E VINO IN HUNTINGTON BEACH, 
CALIFORNIA.  

AND I'M REPRESENTING MYSELF IN THIS ABC MATTER. 
 

I AM BY NATURE A VERY PRIVATE AND EVEN SHY PERSON, BUT IN MARCH OF LAST 
YEAR, I TOOK A STAND THAT HAS SINCE THRUST THIS BUSINESS INTO THE 

SPOTLIGHT. AND STILL I HAVE TRIED TO ALWAYS AVOID  BEING IN FRONT OF A 
CAMERA. BUT TODAY I HAVE BEEN LEFT WITH NO CHOICE.  

 
BY NOW MANY OF YOU MAY KNOW THAT WE HAVE NEVER COMPLIED WITH ANY 

LOCKDOWN ORDERS SINCE THE VERY SECOND THEY WERE IMPOSED ON OUR STATE 
MARCH 19, 2020.  

 
AND MOST SAY WE HAVE EVEN BEEN PROVOCATIVE IN OUR DEFIANCE, NOT SHY 

ABOUT THAT WHATSOEVER,  
BUT INSTEAD DOING IT  BOLDLY AND PROUDLY WHEN STANDING FOR THE FLAG AND 

ALL IT REPRESENTS.  
 

AS STATED IN THE FIRST DAYS OF OUR FIGHT, OUR STAND AGAINST OUR 
GOVERNMENT'S LOCKDOWN TYRANNY HAS NEVER BEEN ABOUT THE RIGHT TO 
WORK, A  RIGHT TO OPERATE A BUSINESS, HAVING TO PAY OUR BILLS, ETC. I 

UNDERSTAND THOSE NEEDS, BUT THAT IS SECONDARY.  
 

OUR FIGHT HAS ALWAYS BEEN ABOUT SOMETHING SO MUCH BIGGER THAN 
OURSELVES.  

OUR OPEN DEFIANCE HAS BEEN ABOUT ONLY ONE THING. DEFENDING  AMERICAN 
LIBERTY.  

OUR GOD GIVEN FREEDOMS, THOSE PROTECTED UNDER THE U.S. CONSTITUTION. 
BECAUSE IT IS ALWAYS POSSIBLE TO RECOVER FINANCIAL AND BUSINESS LOSSES.  

BUT WHEN TREASURED  FREEDOMS ARE LOST, THEY ARE GONE FOREVER.  
 

 SO INSTEAD OF RUNNING FROM THE LOCKDOWNS, WE HAVE ALWAYS FELT BLESSED 
TO HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE ON THE FRONT  

,LINES OF THIS FIGHT AGAINST THE ENEMIES OF AMERICAN FREEDOM! 



SINCE DAY ONE WE HAVE DEDICATED OUR BUSINESS AS A CONSTITUTIONAL 
BATTLEGROUND, 

AND IN DOING SO WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN WILLING TO LAY EVERYTHING WE HAVE 
ON THE LINE, RISKING IT ALL IN THIS IMPORTANT  BATTLE!  

YES EVEN OUR VERY VALUABLE ABC LICENSE. 
 

THAT IS HOW WE FIGHT.  
WE DON'T FILE LAWSUITS. OUR ACTION  OF DEFIANCE IS OUR LAWSUIT.  

I WILL NOT LEAVE MY DESTINY IN THIS CONFLICT IN THE HANDS OF COURTS AND 
JUDGES.  

WE BELIEVE THEY HAVE NO STANDING IN THIS FIGHT AGAINST LOCKDOWN TYRANNY. 
 

WE HAVE FOUR COUNTS FILED BY THE ABC AGAINST US TO STRIP US OF OUR 
LICENSE. 

WE HAVE A CRIMINAL CASE AGAINST US. 
WE RECENTLY HAD OSHA SHOW UP WITH  THE POLICE, IN AN ATTEMPT TO SERVE A 

SEARCH WARRANT ON US.  
I PERSONALLY RECEIVE DEATH THREATS FROM MASK SHAMERS. THREATS TO BURN 
OUR RESTAURANT DOWN, THREATS TO SPREAD VIRUSES INSIDE OUR RESTAURANT, 

AND EVEN EFFORTS BY CELEBRITIES TO LAUNCH BOYCOTTS AGAINST US.  
 

BUT WE HAVE NOT FLINCHED AND INSTEAD HAVE DUG IN FURTHER AND CONTINUE 
TO HIT BACK HARDER. WE  BULLY THE BULLIES! 

BUT I DID NOT PICK THIS FIGHT. I DON'T EVEN COME FROM THE RESTAURANT 
INDUSTRY, AND NEVER INTENDED TO RUN OR OWN A RESTAURANT 

 
MY 77 YEAR ONLY MOTHER ROSEMARIE  STARTED BASILICO'S TWENTY ONE YEARS 

AGO AT ANOTHER SPOT. 
AND WHEN SHE FELL  SERIOUSLY  ILL SEVERAL YEARS BACK, I WANTED TO BUILD AS 
A TRIBUTE TO HER A NEW RESTAURANT. ONE THAT WOULD PROUDLY CARRY ON HER 

LEGACY LONG INTO THE FUTURE.  
IT WAS A GIFT FROM ME TO HER IN LATE 2017. 

 
IRONICALLY IN MARCH 2020  IN THE MIDST OF THE EARLY STAGE OF THE 

LOCKDOWNS, WE WERE AWARDED A FULL LIQUOR LICENSE IN THE LOTTERY, 
UPGRADED FROM BEER AND WINE. IT WAS A LONG PROCESS. REQUIRED A VERY 

SIGNIFICANT FEE, MOUNDS OF PAPERWORK, ENDLESS APPLICATIONS, THOROUGH 
BACKGROUND CHECKS AND EVEN FINGERPRINTS. 

 
THOSE OF YOU AT THE ABC WHO ASSISTED THROUGH THE COMPLICATED PROCESS 

WERE SO GOOD TO US.  
ALWAYS SO HELPFUL, KIND AND RESPECTFUL. 

BUT BECAUSE OF THE DISTRACTIONS THAT CAME WITH BATTLING  THE LOCKDOWNS, 
WE NEVER HAD THE CHANCE TO FOCUS ON OPENING OUR FULL BAR.  



 
WE WERE TOO BUSY DEFENDING THE FORT. FROM ATTACKS COMING FROM EVERY 
DIRECTION.  SO BUSY DOING THAT,  WE DIDN'T GET AROUND TO CREATING A FULL 

BAR PROGRAM AND OFFERING FULL LIQUOR UNTIL OCTOBER, SEVEN MONTHS 
AFTER ISSUANCE.  

AND CRAZY AS IT SOUNDS, WE OPENED OUR FULL BAR AFTER THE ABC ISSUED  THE 
FIRST VIOLATIONS. 

 
THESE  ALLEGED ADMINISTRATIVE AND CRIMINAL VIOLATIONS  INCLUDED AS 

WRITTEN: 
THE FIRST CHARGE STATING THAT WE  REFUSE OR WILLFULLY DO NOT OBEY THE 

GOVERNOR'S LOCKDOWN EXECUTIVE  ORDERS.  
THAT ONE BASED ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES, WE WEAR AS A BADGE OF HONOR! 

 
BUT THE OTHER, ACCUSING US OF KEEPING A DISORDERLY HOUSE, CAUSING A 

DISTURBANCE TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD WITH INTENT ON CAUSING INJURY TO PUBLIC 
MORALS, HEALTH CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY IS RIDICULOUS AND YOU AND 

EVERYONE KNOW IT! 
AND IF WE WERE SUCH A RISK, THEN WHY DID YOUR AGENCY WAIT SEVERAL 

MONTHS TO HAVE OUR HEARING, WHEN ALL THE WHILE WE WERE STILL OPERATING 
FULLY AND OPENLY? 

 
AND WHEN AT THE FIRST HEARING WHICH WE DID ATTEND IN GOOD FAITH, THE 

SUPERVISING AGENT PROSECUTING US ADMITTED UNDER OATH, THAT SHE WAS 
WILLING TO FOLLOW GAVIN PELOSI'S ORDERS, EVEN IF HE DIDN'T CONSULT 
LEGISLATURE. AND THAT SHE WOULD ENFORCE HIS ORDERS EVEN IF THEY 

VIOLATED THE RIGHTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS PROTECTED BY THE STATE AND 
FEDERAL CONSTITUTION. SO IF YOU WANT TO OPEN THAT CAN OF WORMS, WE CAN, 

IT'S IN THE TRANSCRIPT. 
  

IN OVER TWENTY ONE YEARS IN BUSINESS, WE HAVE NEVER HAD A HEALTH 
VIOLATION, AND NOT A SINGLE LIQUOR RELATED VIOLATION. ZERO!  

YOU SEE, WE APPRECIATE THE PRIVILEGE OF THE LICENSE AND HAVE ALWAYS 
UTILIZED IT RESPONSIBLY AND RESPECTFULLY.  

 BUT NOW YOU WANT TO DESTROY OUR BUSINESS BECAUSE WE REFUSE TO WEAR 
MASKS, DON'T STAND SIX FEET APART AND WILL NOT SERVE FOOD  IN A PARKING 

LOT? 
 

DO YOU PENALIZE BUSINESSES WHO COMMIT REAL ALCOHOL RELATED CRIMES, 
SUCH AS DEALING ILLEGAL NARCOTICS OUT OF THEIR ESTABLISHMENT, RUNNING 

GAMBLING HOUSES FROM THE BAR, AND ALSO ENGAGING IN PROSTITUION OUT THE 
BACK IN THE SAME WAY?  

 



HOW ABOUT  BUSINESSES THAT SELL ALCOHOL TO  A MINOR, WHO THEN DRIVES OFF 
AND IS KILLED IN A CAR CRASH? 

DO YOU REVOKE OR DO YOU JUST SUSPENDED  45 DAYS,  AND TAKE NO ACTION 
UNTIL ALMOST A YEAR AND HALF LATER, ALLOWING THEM TO OPERATE? 

... AND YOU CALL US WRECKLESS? 
  

AND FOR THESE REASONS, IN PROTEST, I REFUSE TO APPEAR FOR MY SCHEDULED 
ABC COURT HEARINGS TODAY, JANUARY 27TH, 2021.  

I REJECT THE INVITATION TO GO BEFORE YOU ON BENDED KNEE  TO ANSWER FOR 
ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF UNJUST, FACIST MANDATES AND UNLAWFUL ORDERS!  

I WILL NEVER USE MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS, AS IF I AM PRESENTING MY PAPERS TO 
THE SECRET POLICE IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION! 

 
I WON'T USE BROCHURES AND PAMPHLETS FEATURING SUPPOSED LOOPHOLES. 

I WON'T GO DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE WITH YOU ABOUT THE SCIENCE.  
YOU KNOW THE FACTS  RELATED TO THE SCIENCE ALREADY ANYWAYS  IN SUPPORT 

OF OUR CASE.  
I REFUSE TO USE ANY EXCUSE BECAUSE THAT WOULD ONLY JUSTIFY EVERYTHING 

YOU'RE DOING, GIVING IT CREDIBILITY.  
I DON'T NEED ANY OF IT. TO MAKE MY STAND, I ONLY NEED MY GOD GIVEN 

FREEDOMS, THOSE ALSO PROTECTED UNDER OUR CONSTITUTION! 
  SO WE WILL GIVE NO LOCKDOWN   AUTHORITY OVER US, TO THOSE WHO HAVE 

NONE!  
 

WE HAVE NOT AND WILL NEVER SURRENDER ANYTHING IN THIS FIGHT!  
EVERYONE  KNOWS WHAT'S STACKED AGAINST US. YOUR WHOLE AGENCY TOP TO 

BOTTOM IS FILLED WITH GAVIN APPOINTEES.  
THERE ARE NO INDEPENDENT ABC JUDGES.  YOUR ALLEGIANCE IS TO HIM. 

 
YOU HAVE EVEN DENIED MY MOTION AGAINST HOLDING MY HEARINGS TODAY BY 

WAY OF VIDEO ON ZOOM. 
VIOLATING EVEN THE 6TH AMENDMENT, MY CONSTITUTIONAL  RIGHT TO FACE MY 

ACCUSERS IN PERSON FACE TO FACE. 
IT NEVER ENDS WITH YOU PEOPLE.  

 
BUSINESS OWNERS  ARE SUFFERING AND  YOUR ACTIONS NOW FORCE THEM TO DIG 

DEEPER INTO THEIR POCKETS TO 
ACCOMMODATE THE NONSENSE AND TO DEFEND THEMSELVES WHEN THEY ARE 

UNABLE TO. 
AND YOU WASTE THE GOVERNMENT'S MONEY WITH THESE KANGAROO COURT 

PROCEEDINGS  
WHEN INSTEAD YOUR AGENCY SHOULD BE PURSUING REAL CRIMES. 

 



 YOUR GOVERNOR LOCKS UP HONEST WORKING PEOPLE , BUT RELEASES 
MURDERERS ONTO OUR STREETS.  

RUN A SMALL BUSINESS THAT ENRICHES A COMMUNITY AND THEY WILL CUT YOUR 
GAS AND ELECTRICITY.  

BUT RIOT, BURN AND LOOT YOUR CITY AND HE WILL KISS YOUR ASS! 
 

AND NOW YOU THINK YOU CAN ON BEHALF OF THE TINY TYRANT IN SACRAMENTO 
AND HIS MINI GESTAPO EXTORT US, THREATENING TO REVOKE OUR HARD EARNED, 
WELL DESERVED AND VERY VALUABLE LIQUOR  LICENSE, BECAUSE WE REFUSE TO 
COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE ARBITRARY AND HYPOCRITICAL,  CHILDISH FEAR BASED, 

ANTI AMERICAN MANDATES, THAT HIS STRIKE TEAMS  ENFORCE SELECTIVELY? 
 

DO YOU UNDERSTAND THE WRECKAGE TO THE COUNTRY YOU ARE ENABLING? 
THE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO WILL NEVER  EVER HAVE THOSE CHERISHED 

EXPERIENCES OF YOUTH MOST OF US HAD.  
EVEN TURNING AMUSEMENT PARKS INTO PLACES WHERE YOU HERD PEOPLE LIKE 

SHEEP  TO THEIR FEAR INDUCED VACCINATIONS. 
 

THE ELDERLY WHO YOU ARE HELPING ROB OF THEIR RIGHTFUL GOLDEN YEARS, AND 
PRECIOUS  MEMORIES WITH FAMILY. 

EVEN STEALING FROM THEM THEIR LAST MOMENTS OF DIGNITY, NOT EVEN 
ALLOWING PROPER GOODBYES. 

 
IMMEDIATE MEMBERS OF MY FAMILY AND ANCESTORS BEFORE THEM DID NOT COME 

FROM ITALY TO HAVE TO  DEAL WITH  MUSSOLINI WANNABES,  
WHO USE THE PANDEMIC OF FEAR FOR THEIR OWN POWER GRAB.  

 
TO BE CLEAR, MY PROTEST TODAY IS ON BEHALF OF ALL AMERICAN PATRIOTS WHO 

HAVE YET TO FIND THE SAME COURAGE TO FIGHT AS WE DO,  
BUT DO SHARE THE SAME LOVE FOR THIS GREAT COUNTRY AND  THE BLESSINGS IT 

HAS BESTOWED UPON THEM.  
AND I ESPECIALLY  DO SO IN HONOR OF OUR FOUNDING FATHERS WHO  SACRIFICED 
SO MUCH TO GIFT US THE PROTECTIONS OF OUR  FREEDOMS, AND  THE BRAVE MEN 

AND WOMEN OF OUR MILITARY FOR OVER 244 YEARS WHO HAVE MADE THE 
ULTIMATE SACRIFICES WHEN DEFENDING THEM.  

 
DO YOU THINK THE GREATEST GENERATION WOULD HAVE STORMED NORMANDY 
BEACH TO HELP FREE EUROPE AND DEFEND DEMOCRACY  KNOWING HOW THEIR 

GOVERNMENT WOULD TREAT  FUTURE GENERATIONS OF THEIR FELLOW AMERICANS 
ONLY  76 YEARS LATER?  

 
INSTEAD NOW OUR GOVERNMENT  SACRIFICES THE BLOOD OF OUR AMERICAN SONS 
AND DAUGHTERS TO FREE OTHER NATIONS FROM TYRANNY, BUT THEN THEY TURN 

AROUND AND DO THE SAME TO ITS OWN CITIZENS.  



 
WITH THAT IN MIND, I NOW ASK ALL  BUSINESSES   TO BAND TOGETHER IN THIS 

HISTORIC FIGHT TO PRESERVE  WHAT IT MEANS TO BE AN AMERICAN.  
AND IF YOU COMPLY ON ANY LEVEL, YOU ARE AN ACCOMPLICE TO THE 

DESTRUCTION OF OUR AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE  WE HAVE WITNESSED IN THE LAST 
10 MONTHS ACROSS OUR NATION. 

 
YOU ARE OBLIGATED AS AMERICAN PATRIOTS TO MAKE SACRIFICES RELATED TO 

YOUR BUSINESS IN THIS FIGHT. NO FEAR!  
IT'S AN ALL OR NOTHING BATTLE OF WILLS!  

AND IF YOU'RE EVEN PARTIALLY COMPLYING  - THEN YOU ARE NOT TRULY OPEN.  
OPEN NOW. OPEN FULLY. OPEN BOLDLY! 

 
AND WHEN YOU FEEL FEAR OF LOSING STUFF, SUCH AS A LICENSE, RECEIVING A 
FINE, CITATION, ANYTHING, EVEN JAIL, THINK OF THE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN IN 
UNIFORM AROUND THE WORLD RIGHT NOW WHO ARE FACING REAL BULLETS AND 

BOMBS SO YOU CAN LIVE FREELY.  
SURRENDERING YOUR FREEDOMS OVER WHETHER YOU WEAR A MASK OR NOT, OR 

WHETHER YOU'RE STANDING SIX FEET APART IS AN INSULT TO THEM.  
NOT HERE. WE SALUTE THEM!  CHEERS (AS TONY TAKES A SHOT OF HIS FAVORITE 

'AMARO', AN ITALIAN  LIQUEUR') 
 

I KNOW THAT SO MANY AGENTS OF STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES QUIETLY AGREE 
WITH US. 

MEMBERS OF THE ABC PROSECUTION TEAM HAVE EVEN PRIVATELY TOLD US SO, 
AND CLAIMING THAT MOST WITHIN THE AGENCY DO AS WELL. 

YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE!  
AND YOU KNOW IN YOUR HEART, THAT IN SPITE OF WHAT YOU'RE TRYING TO DO TO 

US, OUR STAND REPRESENTS YOU  TOO AS AMERICANS. 
 

SO I NOW ALSO CALL ON ALL PATRIOTS WHO WORK FOR AGENCIES WHO PRESSURE 
THEM TO CRACK DOWN ON YOUR  FELLOW AMERICANS, TO EXAMINE YOUR 

CONSCIOUS AND DO THE RIGHT THING. STAND DOWN AND INSTEAD STAND WITH US! 
STAND ON THE SIDE OF AMERICAN FREEDOM! 

 
SO IN CLOSING,  IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE ABC UNFORTUNATELY COERCED BY THE 
LITTLE DICTATOR IN SACRAMENTO INTENDS TO USE THIS PANDEMIC OF FEAR TO 

SQUEEZE US.  
 

ON BEHALF OF YOUR GOVERNOR, YOU HAVE ALREADY COST US A LOT OF TIME AND 
RESOURCES.  

SO JUDGE,  YOU CAN HAVE MY ANSWER TO YOUR SETTLEMENT PROPOSAL  NOW IF 
YOU'D LIKE. 



MY OFFER IS THIS: NOTHING. NOT EVEN THE FEE FOR THE LIQUOR LICENSE 
RENEWAL. 

WHICH  I WOULD APPRECIATE IF GAVIN PELOSI WOULD PUT UP PERSONALLY.  
 

UNTIL THEN 
LEAVE THE MASK TAKE THE CANNOLI. 
MAKE RESTAURANTS GREAT AGAIN! 

GOD BLESS THE 'GOODFELLAS' OF BASILICO'S 
AND GOD BLESS AMERICA!  

 


