Family Portrait Collage 

Explore how to make a special family portrait collage!  These make great gifts and remembrances.  I will be doing a short demo about printing papers on the Gelli-Plate to make a  background for our family portraits.
You may find my website interesting: marioncloaningerartist.com
Materials used:
· Acrylic Paint
· Paper to paint on or found papers
· Gelli-Plate
· Brayer
· Gel medium
· Tool to smooth out collage materials
· A copy of a family photo
· Sharp scissors to fussy cut
· 8” x 10” surface
· Baby wipes

Anyone can do collage!  Papers may be printed on a Gelli-Plate or simply painted on paper.  I prefer Japanese papers or tissue paper.  Really, any paper will work.  If using watercolor paper, the surface must first be gessoed so the acrylic paint will not be absorbed into the paper.  Mixed media paper works well and canvas panels / cradled wooden supports are great.  If using canvas, a book is helpful underneath to assist in gluing down the collage elements.  I use several layers of gel medium to push the collage elements back and to protect the painting.  
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