High Country Watercolor Society Video Workshop
October 2026
Title:
“Painting an Atmospheric Watercolor Landscape: A Comprehensive Video Workshop”
Level: advanced beginner to intermediate 

Learning Plan and Process Overview for Video Workshop:

· Wes will distribute a pre-workshop brief
questionnaire to obtain information about the participants painting goals,
trouble areas, etc. Wes will also ask the participants to
forward up to three paintings (prior to the workshop) to provide Wes with
samples of their work. He will maintain a Google Drive File for all
participant submissions.

1) Intro Zoom Session (1.5 hour) / Early October date
· introduce the workshop and provide an overview of the upcoming components
· Getting to know participants a bit better, and field any questions or concerns they may have.
· Discuss the timeline, support available during the workshop weeks, and the final critique and wrap up period.
 
2) First Video Sequence / 30 minutes – Mastering the Dynamics of
Watercolor via an Abstraction Exercise & Value Studies
· Proper reparation of materials (paints), paper and surface
· Using a concept model for obtaining proper mixtures and water content relationships
· Demonstration: an abstraction exercise to practice and reinforce above concepts
· The importance of a solid value plan and journaling exercise (blueprinting)
· Review of a detailed value plan as an example (see image included)
· Participant Painting Lab instructions to develop and paint along with the above in their studio
 
3) Second Video Sequence / 30 minutes - The Beginning and
Developmental Phases of a Landscape Painting
· Preparation work for success prior to painting
· Proper procedure to achieve the perfect damp surface
· Foundational Washes
· Modeling and forming initial shape blocks
· Deepening values properly as needed

4) Third Video Sequence / 30 minutes – Tying the Painting Together / Finding the Finish Line!
· Moving effectively to “Wet-on-Dry” mode for the remainder of painting
· How to create shapes and details that merge seamlessly into the dry foundational washes.
· Adding detail and making corrections in color and value (if needed)
· Re-visiting your work after a break to assess completion!

5) Critique and Wrap Up Zoom Session (1-2 hours) / Ending
October Date
· Critiques of Painting Efforts / suggested: One painting per
person for Zoom critique. Total of three paintings can be
submitted and will be critiqued by instructor either during Zoom
or via email.
Discussion of workshop experience, Final Q and A, Closure
6) Evaluation and Follow Up:
·  Email from Wes to participants (Thank You) / reading
suggestions, etc.
· Evaluation sent to participants for feedback, suggestions, etc.
