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Second Sunday after Christmas 

January 4, 2026 

Our Mission... 

To joyfully share the Abundant Life in Jesus’ 

cross with all people today, embracing His hope 

for tomorrow. 
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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church! 

Jesus gives new life wherever His Gospel is preached! If you are a visitor, we welcome 

you in Jesus’ name. Please come again to join us in worship and become acquainted with 

our family in Christ. 

Visitors ~ please sign our Guest Book at the back of the church. 

Sunday school for three-years-old through High School are held at 8:30 am in the lower 

level. 

Adult Bible Class is held in the Fellowship Hall on the lower level at 8:30 am each Sunday. 

Rest rooms (2) are located on the same floor as the Sanctuary, across from the mailboxes. 

One is handicapped accessible and has a Baby Changing Station. 

Assistive Hearing Devices can be found in the back of the Sanctury. Please ask an Elder 

or Usher for assistance. 

Hospital visitations ~ Please let Pastor know if you or a loved one will be in the hospital. 

 

Church Staff 

1226 1st Ave. N., Great Falls, MT 59401-3201 

(406) 452-2121 

www.trinity-mt.org 

Reverend Jonathan G. Schultz ~ Pastor               (406) 402-2081 

pastor@trinity-mt.org 

Cheryl Bauer ~ Office Secretary                (406) 452-2121 

trinity@trinity-mt.org 

Logan Stene ~ Bookkeeper                 (406) 781-7605 

treasurer@trinity-mt.org 

Debbie Lee ~ Wee Disciples Director                (406) 799-5881 

Amy Schultz ~ Assistant Director                (970) 480-7776 

weedisciples@gmail.com 
Acknowledgments ~ Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations 

are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used 

by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. CCLI license #727519 
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Second Sunday after Christmas 

January 4, 2026 

Divine Service – Setting II ~ page 167 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

HYMN of INVOCATION                    O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ~ LSB 395 
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Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608; Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598 

5 O let the harps break forth in sound! Our joy be all with music crowned, 

Our voices gladly blending! For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! His love is never ending! 

Sing out! Ring out! Jubilation! Exultation! 

Tell the story! Great is He, the King of Glory! 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, The Lord we love is first and last, 

The end and the beginning! He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place Beyond all tears and sinning! 

Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness! 

We are yearning For the day of Your returning! 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION                                                                    page 167 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                                                                                                  Matthew 28:19b; 18-20 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                                                           1 John 1:8-9 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

  



 

Page | 5 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.                                                                                    John 20:19-23 

C Amen. 

SERVICE of the WORD 

INTROIT                                                       Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 

 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,* 

 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth. 

Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;* 

 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting. 

Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;* 

 his understanding is beyond | measure. 

But the Lord takes pleasure in those who | fear him,* 

 in those who hope in his | steadfast love. 

Praise the Lord, O Je- | rusalem!* 

 Praise your God, O | Zion! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
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 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his | glory,* 

 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of | grace and truth. 

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy                                                                           page 168-169 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page | 7 

 

 

 

 

GLORIA in EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest                                       page 170 
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SALUTATION and COLLECT of the DAY                                                      page 172 

                                                                                    2 Timothy 4:22 
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P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate 

Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                1 Kings 3:4–15 

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. 

Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the Lord 

appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 
6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David 

my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast 

love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O Lord my 

God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but 

a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the 

midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be 

numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding 

mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is 

able to govern this your great people?” 

10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, 

“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or 

the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 

right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and 

discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall 

arise after you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so 

that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in my 
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ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then 

I will lengthen your days.” 

15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem 

and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings 

and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL                                                                                    Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

 

To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 

 Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a | new song,* 

 for he has done | marvelous things! 

EPISTLE READING                                                                              Ephesians 1:3–14 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 

him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according 

to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 

blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished 

upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of 

time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
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11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 

the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that 

we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him 

you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed 

in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA and VERSE                                                                                      page 173 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL READING                                                          Luke 2:40–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 

40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 

God was upon him. 

41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when 

the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. 

His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s 

journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and 

acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
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searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they 

were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 

Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49And he 

said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 
51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. 

And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN of the DAY                                                  Within the Father’s House ~ LSB 410 

 

 

Text: James R. Woodford, 1820–85, alt. 

Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; adapt. William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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5 Lord, visit Thou our souls And teach us by Thy grace 

Each dim revealing of Thyself With loving awe to trace 

D    6 Till we behold Thy face And know as we are known 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Coequal Three in One. 

SERMON                                                                              Reverend Jonathan G. Schultz 

NICENE CREED                                                                                                  page 174 

C I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 

was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 

spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 

one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYER of the CHURCH                                                                                                1 Timothy 2:1-4 
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OFFERING ~ As the offerings are gathered, worshippers are kindly asked to fill out the 

red Friendship Folder found along the center aisle and pass it to the 

others in your pew. Please be sure to list all the members of your family 

who are present. Thank you. 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                        page 176 
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SERVICE of the SACRAMENT 

PREFACE                                                                                                              page 177 

                                                                                  2 Timothy 4:22 

 

                                                     Colossians 3:1 

 

                                               Psalm 136 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a 

new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may 

know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                               page 178 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER of THANKSGIVING                                                                           page 178 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 

and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully 

to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 

faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                page 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

THE WORDS of OUR LORD                                                                             page 179 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord                                                                page 180 
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AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God                                                                                 page 180 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                                       O Word of God Incarnate ~ LSB 523 
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Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt.; Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Oh, Blest the House ~ LSB 862 

 

 

 

Text: Christoph Carl Ludwig von Pfeil, 1712–84; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 3) 

tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal, 1880, Columbus 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is ~ LSB 372 

 

 

 

 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche, 1947 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598 

Tune: © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598 

5 Remember thou What glory now 

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. The angel host 

Can never boast Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 

6 The world may hold Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. To Him hold fast 

Until at last A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 
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God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It ~ LSB 594 
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Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 

Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt.; Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598 

NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon                                                                    page 182 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT                                                                      page 183 
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BENEDICTION                                                                                                    page 183 

 

 

HYMN to DEPART                            Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising ~ LSB 375 

 

 

 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: German, 14th cent.; Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598 
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5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing That Your love has set us free. 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us Till we join Your choir above. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTLUDE 


