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Fourth Sunday of Easter / Good Shepherd Sunday 

April 26, 2026 

Our Mission... 

To joyfully share the Abundant Life in Jesus’ 

cross with all people today, embracing His hope 

for tomorrow. 



 

Page | 2 

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church! 

Jesus gives new life wherever His Gospel is preached! If you are a visitor, we welcome 

you in Jesus’ name. Please come again to join us in worship and become acquainted with 

our family in Christ. 

Visitors ~ please sign our Guest Book at the back of the church. 

Sunday school for three-years-old through High School are held at 8:30 am in the lower 

level. 

Adult Bible Class is held in the Fellowship Hall on the lower level at 8:30 am each Sunday. 

Rest rooms (2) are located on the same floor as the Sanctuary, across from the mailboxes. 

One is handicapped accessible and has a Baby Changing Station. 

Assistive Hearing Devices can be found in the back of the Sanctury. Please ask an Elder 

or Usher for assistance. 

Hospital visitations ~ Please let Pastor know if you or a loved one will be in the hospital. 

 

Church Staff 

1226 1st Ave. N., Great Falls, MT 59401-3201 

(406) 452-2121 

www.trinity-mt.org 

Reverend Jonathan G. Schultz ~ Pastor               (406) 402-2081 

pastor@trinity-mt.org 

Cheryl Bauer ~ Office Secretary                (406) 452-2121 

trinity@trinity-mt.org 

Ron VanVoast ~ Treasurer                 (307) 631-5949 

Cindy Stene ~ Bookkeeper                 (406) 403-3596 

treasurer@trinity-mt.org 

Debbie Lee ~ Wee Disciples Director                (406) 799-5881 

Amy Schultz ~ Assistant Director                (970) 480-7776 

weedisciples@gmail.com 
Acknowledgments ~ Divine Service, Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all 

scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

CCLI license #727519 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter / Good Shepherd Sunday 

April 26, 2026 

Service of Prayer and Preaching ~ page 260 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

HYMN of INVOCATION                                           I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb ~ LSB 740 

 

 

 

 

Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, 1784, Leipzig 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Please rise 
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OPENING VERSICLES 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it.                                                                               Psalm 118:24 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised.                                                                 Psalm 113:3 

L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 

of the wicked.                                                                                                    Psalm 84:10 

L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths.                                                                                                  Psalm 25:4 

L Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C Your Word is truth.                                                                                                      John 17:17 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised.                                                                 Psalm 113:3 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

PSALM                                                                                                                   Psalm 23 

1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 

3He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  you anoint my head 

with oil; my cup overflows. 
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6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Be seated 

READINGS from HOLY SCRIPTURE 

FIRST READING                                                                                           Acts 2:42–47 

L A reading from The Acts of the Apostles, the second chapter. 

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many 

wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were 

together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and 

belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, 

attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 

food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING                                                                                 1 Peter 2:19–25 

L A reading from the First Letter of Peter, the second chapter. 

19This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while 

suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you 

endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing 

in the sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered 

for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He 

committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he 

did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 

entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on 
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the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 

been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Please rise 

HOLY GOSPEL READING                                                                        John 10:1–10 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by 

the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who 

enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The 

sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When 

he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 

they know his voice. 5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for 

they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech Jesus used with 

them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 

sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen 

to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and 

out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 

they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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RESPONSORY 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.                              Psalm 119:89 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells.                                                                                                                                 Psalm 26:8 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.                                  Luke 11:28 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells.                                                                                                                                 Psalm 26:8 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells.                                                                                                                                 Psalm 26:8 

CATECHISM 

TEN COMMANDMENTS                                                                                              Exodus 20:2-17 

L Having heard the Word of God in the reading of the Holy Scriptures, let us now 

join together and recite His commandments. 

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 

his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

L God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                 Matthew 6:9-13 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Be seated 



 

Page | 9 

HYMN of the DAY                                       The King of Love My Shepherd Is ~ LSB 709 

 

 

 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77; Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

6 And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever! 

SERMON                                                                                 Elder 

OFFERING ~ As the offerings are gathered, worshippers are kindly asked to fill out the 

red Friendship Folder found along the center aisle and pass it to the 

others in your pew. Please be sure to list all the members of your family 

who are present. Thank you. 

Please rise 
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PRAYER 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 

travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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COLLECT of the DAY 

L Let us pray. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the 

Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of 

our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He 

leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

COLLECT for the WORD 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 

the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 

the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives on reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

MORNING PRAYER 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 

may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 

and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen. 

HYMN of PRAISE ~ Thank the Lord 
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BLESSING 

L Let us bless the Lord.                                                                                                    Psalm 103:1 

C Thanks be to God. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve us. 

C Amen. 

Be seated 

HYMN to DEPART                                 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us ~ LSB 851 
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt.; Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87; Text and tune: Public domain 

ANNOUNCMENTS 

POSTLUDE 


