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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church!

Jesus gives new life wherever His Gospel is preached! If you are a visitor, we welcome
you in Jesus’ name. Please come again to join us in worship and become acquainted with
our family in Christ.

Visitors ~ please sign our Guest Book at the back of the church.

Sunday school for three-years-old through High School are held at 8:30 am in the lower
level.

Adult Bible Class is held in the Fellowship Hall on the lower level at 8:30 am each Sunday.

Rest rooms (2) are located on the same floor as the Sanctuary, across from the mailboxes.
One is handicapped accessible and has a Baby Changing Station.

Assistive Hearing Devices can be found in the back of the Sanctury. Please ask an Elder
or Usher for assistance.

Hospital visitations ~ Please let Pastor know if you or a loved one will be in the hospital.

Church Staff
1226 Ist Ave. N., Great Falls, MT 59401-3201
(406) 452-2121
WWw.trinity-mt.org

Reverend Jonathan G. Schultz ~ Pastor (406) 402-2081
pastor@trinity-mt.org

Cheryl Bauer ~ Office Secretary (406) 452-2121
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James Lautenschlager ~ Treasurer (406) 868-2260
Logan Stene ~ Assistant Treasurer (406) 781-7605
treasurer@trinity-mt.org

Debbie Lee ~ Wee Disciples Director (406) 799-5881
Amy Schultz ~ Assistant Director (970) 480-7776

weedisciples@gmail.com
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The Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Day
December 25, 2025

Divine Service — Setting Il ~ page 184
Wrapped Presents

This Advent, we prepared for our Christmas celebration by considering various ways
our seasonal decorations amplify the real meaning of Christmas. Though many of the
reasons behind holiday decorations go unappreciated and even unnoticed, they still point
us to Christ. Some of the decorations do this in a more obvious way. Even the most
secular of souls sees baby Jesus in the créche. But even seemingly nonreligious signs of
the season like evergreens and lights originated in Christendom. Now, as we have come
to the Twelve Days of Christmas, we consider another Christian tradition: the exchange
of Christmas presents. The giving of gifts, beautifully wrapped, reflects the gracious love
of our heavenly Father, the “Father of lights,” from whom “every good gift and every
perfect gift” comes (James 1:17). Certainly, the greatest gift of all is none other than
what we have come to celebrate: God’s self-offering to us through His Son for the
forgiveness of our sin. It is a gift that produces abundant blessings for us and in us. These
blessings know no end. They regenerate and renew us as we walk into the bright eternity
God has in store for us. The gift is all wrapped up in the babe, who lies in a manger.
Come, let us adore Him!

PRELUDE
WELCOME
HAND BELL CHOIR Mary Had A Baby

Spiritual; arr. by Valerie W. Stephenson; Copyright © 1996, Genesis Press
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HYMN of INVOCATION Once in Royal David’s City ~ LSB 376
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1 Once in rO0y - al Da - vid’s cit - y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who is
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth - er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel - ter was a
day like us He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
ox - en stand -ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - y
sta - ble, And His cra - dle was a stall;  With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav'n a - bove; And He
heav -en, Set at God’s right hand on high.  Then like
o) . ; ™
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was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ her Ilit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our  sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All  in white, His praise will sound!
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 181895, alt.; Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805—76; Text and tune: Public domain
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION pages 184 ~ 185

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P) In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Matthew 28:19b; 18-20
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us

forgiveness. Hebrews 10:22

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

(P] I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23

Amen.

SERVICE of the WORD
KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy page 186

Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful ~ LSB 379
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn -ing;
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a wvir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee__  be glo - ry giv'nl
04 . .
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Refrain
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 180280, alt.; Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786, Text and tune: Public domain
SALUTATION and COLLECT of the DAY page 189
o)
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® The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
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And with thy spir - it.
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(P Let us pray.

P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our
Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our
Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A - men.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2-7

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a
land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. *You have multiplied the nation; you
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are
glad when they divide the spoil. *For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his
shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. *For
every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire. ®For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 'Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

P) This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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ADULT CHOIR We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth
German, c. 1380, st.1; Martin Luther, 1483-1546, sts. 2-6

tr. Gregory J. Wismar, sts.1, 5; tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, sts. 2-3; tr. Lutheran Service Book, sts, 4, 6

text sts. 1, 4-6 cpoyright © 2006 and sts. 2-3 copyright © 1978 CPH. All rights reserved

EPISTLE READING Titus 3:4-7

*When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, *he saved
us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, “so that being justified by his
grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA and VERSE John 1:14

Alleluia! The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen His glory,*
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL READING Luke 2:1-20
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

/) i T —] I i o |

oJ ‘ |

Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

'Tn those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. *And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. “And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. ®And while they were there, the time came for her to
give birth. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
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8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. '°And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the
people. 'For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. '?And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” '*And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”

SWhen the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” '*And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby lying in a manger. !’ And when they saw it, they made known the saying
that had been told them concerning this child. '®And all who heard it wondered at what
the shepherds told them. !°But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in
her heart. 2°And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
o) ‘ | |
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

APOSTLES' CREED page 192

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
Page | 9



The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN of the DAY O Little Town of Bethlehem ~ LSB 361
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent -1y, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
40 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
o)
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;

While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.

So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’'n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last -ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,

No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;

I 1
I ]
S

| 188

The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters 1n.
0] come to us, a - bide with us, OQur Lord Im-man -u - el!

ll

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93; Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908; Text and tune: Public domain
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SERMON Reverend Jonathan G. Schultz

OFFERTORY pages 192 ~ 193
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Cre - ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
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way fromThy pres-ence,and take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir -it
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
O | |
A ! ' ¥+
|| | P N | | [ |
tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
PRAYER of the CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

OFFERING ~ 4s the offerings are gathered, worshippers are kindly asked to fill out the
red Friendship Folder found along the center aisle and pass it to the
others in your pew. Please be sure to list all the members of your family
who are present. Thank you.

SERVICE of the SACRAMENT

PREFACE page 194
g 1 }
P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.

H
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@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

Colossians 3:1

Psalm 136

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a
new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may
know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy
| ; ™~

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly LordGod of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho -san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

Matthew 6.:9-13

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

THE WORDS of OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; I Corinthians 11:23-25

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this 1s My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord

N>
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® The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men.
AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O  Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak-est a-way the sin of the world, have mer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS O Sing of Christ ~ LSB 362
o) rm— P , rem—
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1 O  sing of Christ,whose birth  made known The kind-ness of the Lord,
2 What Ad-am lost, none could re - claim, And Par-a - dise was barred
3 He cameto that which was His own, But He was not re-ceived;
4 Lord Je-susChrist, You deigned to dwell A -mongus here on earth
o) [r— , rm—
e e e e st e e = T
O e e e
E - ter - nal Word made flesh and bone So we could be re - stored.
Un-til the sec-ond Ad - am came To mend what sin had marred.

Yet still through Him God’s glo - ry shone, And some His name be - lieved.

As God with us, Em-man-u - el, To bring this ho -1y birth.
o) _— e S|
T e —
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Up - on our frail hu - man-i - ty God’sfin-ger chose to trace
For  when the time was full and right God sent His on - ly  Son;
To these He gave the rightto be The heirs of heav’n a - bove,
Though rich, You will -ing - ly  be - came One with our pov - er - ty,

The full-ness

He came to
Born not of

That we might share Your wealth and name For

of His de - i - ty, The 1i-con of His grace.
us as life  and light And our re - demp-tion won.
hu - man an - ces-try But bornof God in love.

all e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955; Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—1958; Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598

God Loves Me Dearly ~ LSB 392

b ——— —_— |
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I God loves me dear - ly, Grants me sal -
21 was in slav - ry, Sin, death, and
3 He sent forth Je - sus, My dear Re -
4 Je - sus, my Sav - ior, Him - self did
5 Now I will praise You, O Love E -
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va - tion, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.
dark - ness; God’s love was work - ing To  make me free.
deem - er, He sent forth Je - sus And set me free.
of - fer; Je - sus, my Sav - ior, Paid all I owed.
ter - nal; Now I will praise You All my life long.
A u Refrain
[ A — | I
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| 188
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There - fore I'n say a - gain:  God loves me
H4 —
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dear - ly, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.
Text: August Rische, 1819—1906, tr. Composite; Tune: German, Text and tune: Public domain
Let All Together Praise Our God ~ LSB 389
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1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav’'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, Is born an
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
0 T — — T
e e
o E——— — — —
glo -rious throne; To - day He o - pens heav'n a - gain To

in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies

at - ing light; To serve us all He hum -bly cloaks The

hu - man frame, And in re-turn gives us His realm, His
l T 4
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son,
in a hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble stall.
splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.
glo -ry, and His name, His glo -1y, and His name.

Text (sts. 1, 3-7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480—1561; Text (st. 2) and tune.: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 3-7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598
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5 Heisaservant, [ alord: How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door To blessed paradise;
The angel bars the way no more. To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon pages 199 ~ 200
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Lord, now  lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen-tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry be to the Father and
f) & | |
e — e e B —— 1‘
PY) [T [

to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world witheutend. A -men.
THANKSGIVING page 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
P Let us pray.
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A - men.
SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS pages 201 ~ 202
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P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
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And with thy  spir - it.
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Bless we the Lord. Psalm 103:1
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BENEDICTION page 202
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1d The Lord  bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
) 4 8
[ [ vl I

O« | | |
A — — i |
l_@ﬂ—g_g_’_fl—a—’_a_g_f_()—kl
o \
A-men, a-men, a - men.
HYMN to DEPART Joy to the World ~ LSB 387
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King; Let ev - ry heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -

- g
L v
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L

room And heav’'n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing  joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is

ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
Joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Jjoy.
found, Far  as, far as the curse is found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748; Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685—1759, adapt.; Text and tune: Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
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