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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 27, 2026 

Our Mission... 

To joyfully share the Abundant Life in Jesus’ 

cross with all people today, embracing His hope 

for tomorrow. 
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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church! 

Jesus gives new life wherever His Gospel is preached! If you are a visitor, we welcome 

you in Jesus’ name. Please come again to join us in worship and become acquainted with 

our family in Christ. 

Visitors ~ please sign our Guest Book at the back of the church. 

Sunday school for three-years-old through High School are held at 8:30 am in the lower 

level. 

Adult Bible Class is held in the Fellowship Hall on the lower level at 8:30 am each Sunday. 

Rest rooms (2) are located on the same floor as the Sanctuary, across from the mailboxes. 

One is handicapped accessible and has a Baby Changing Station. 

Assistive Hearing Devices can be found in the back of the Sanctury. Please ask an Elder 

or Usher for assistance. 

Hospital visitations ~ Please let Pastor know if you or a loved one will be in the hospital. 

 

Church Staff 

1226 1st Ave. N., Great Falls, MT 59401-3201 

(406) 452-2121 

www.trinity-mt.org 

Reverend Jonathan G. Schultz ~ Pastor               (406) 402-2081 

pastor@trinity-mt.org 

Cheryl Bauer ~ Office Secretary                (406) 452-2121 

trinity@trinity-mt.org 

Ron VanVoast ~ Treasurer                 (307) 631-5949 

Cindy Stene ~ Bookkeeper                 (406) 403-3596 

treasurer@trinity-mt.org 

Debbie Lee ~ Wee Disciples Director                (406) 799-5881 

Amy Schultz ~ Assistant Director                (970) 480-7776 

weedisciples@gmail.com 
Acknowledgments ~ Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations 

are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used 

by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. CCLI license #727519 



 

Page | 3 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 27, 2026 

Divine Service – Setting III ~ page 184 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

HYMN of INVOCATION            Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service ~ LSB 848 
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt.; Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598 

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia; Tune: Public domain 

THE INVOCATION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.                                                                                                                  Matthew 28:19b; 18-20 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION                                                        pages 184 ~ 185 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.                                                                                                                   Hebrews 10:22 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.                                                                                   Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                                                               Psalm 32:5 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.                          John 20:19-23 

C Amen. 

SERVICE of the WORD 

INTROIT                                                                             Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

 

The Lord lifts up the | humble;* 

 he casts the wicked | to the ground. 

Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;* 

 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting. 

The Lord builds up Je- | rusalem;* 

 he gathers the outcasts of | Israel. 

He heals the broken- | hearted* 

 and binds | up their wounds. 

He determines the number | of the stars;* 

 he gives to all of | them their names. 

Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;* 

 his understanding is beyond | measure. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The Lord lifts up the | humble;* 

 he casts the wicked | to the ground. 
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KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy                                                                                  page 186 

 

 

GLORIA in EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest                           pages 187 ~ 189 
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SALUTATION and COLLECT of the DAY                                                      page 189 

                                                                                                    2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 

P Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 

Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may 

be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                     Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

 1The word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 

teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more 

be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as 

the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. 

25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 

my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person 

turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the 

injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away 

from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save 

his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he 

had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, 

‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not 

your ways that are not just? 

30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 

declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be 

your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and 

make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 
32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and 

live.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL                                                                                           Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

 

He will command his angels con- | cerning you* 

 to guard you in | all your ways. 

Bless the Lord, | O my soul,* 

 and all that is within me, bless his   holy name! 

EPISTLE READING                                                                  Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 

1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 

in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from 

rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let 

each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless 

and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 

generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word 

of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in 

vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering 

of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad 

and rejoice with me. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 
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All authority in heaven | and on earth* 

has been giv-| en to me.                                                                  Matthew 28:18b 

 

HOLY GOSPEL READING                                                                Matthew 21:23–27 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 

things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you 

one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority 

I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or 

from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, 

‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 
27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I 

tell you by what authority I do these things.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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APOSTLES' CREED                                                                                            page 192 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN of the DAY                              Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ~ LSB 655 

 

 

 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON                                                                              Reverend Jonathan G. Schultz 

OFFERTORY                                                                                                              pages 192 ~ 193 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER of the CHURCH                                                                                                           1 Timothy 2:1-4 

OFFERING ~ As the offerings are gathered, worshippers are kindly asked to fill out the 

red Friendship Folder found along the center aisle and pass it to the 

others in your pew. Please be sure to list all the members of your family 

who are present. Thank you. 

SERVICE of the SACRAMENT 

PREFACE                                                                                                              page 194 

                                                                                         2 Timothy 4:22 
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                                                                                            Colossians 3:1 

 

                                                      Psalm 136 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by 

taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a 

cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life 

everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                               page 195 
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LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                              Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 

THE WORDS of OUR LORD          Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord                                                                             page 197 

 

 

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God                                                                                 page 198 
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HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                            Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus ~ LSB 531 

 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1, 3–4): Hymns Addressed to the Holy, Holy, Holy, Triune God, 1757, London, alt.; (sts. 2–4) 

A Collection of Psalms and Hymns, 1760, London, alt.; Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns ~ LSB 525 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903; Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior ~ LSB 619 
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Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598 

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig; Tune: Public domain 

Praise Be to Christ ~ LSB 538 
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024; Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003598 

Tune: Johann Störls . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, 1744, Stuttgart; Tune: Public domain 

NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon                                                         pages 199 ~ 200 
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THANKSGIVING                                                                                                 page 200 

 

 

P Let us pray…. 

 

SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS                                                    pages 201 ~ 202 

                                                                                                2 Timothy 4:22 

 

                                                                                                    Psalm 103:1 
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BENEDICTION                                                                                                    page 202 

 

 

 

 

HYMN to DEPART                                                Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng ~ LSB 813 
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Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821–91, alt.; Tune: Arthur H. Messiter, 1834–1916 

Text and tune: Public domain 

5 Still lift your standard high, Still march in firm array, 

As pilgrims through the darkness wend Till dawns the golden day. Refrain 

6 At last the march shall end; The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 

D    7 Praise Him who reigns on high, The Lord whom we adore: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God forevermore. Refrain 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTLUDE 


