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The Smithy Glen Board of Directors holds open 
meetings every other month for the residents, on 
the 4th Tuesday, at 7PM at the Clubhouse.  

The open forum meetings that will be held in 
the third quarter of 2024 will be on
Jul 23rd and Sep 25th. All residents are invited 
to ask questions and give their views on 
community issues. We look forward to seeing 
you there!!! 
♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦    ♦ 

From the President’s Desk 

     Each time I look to put information out to everyone I'm 
faced with issues that continually come up in our 
Community and it just seems as if residents pay no 
attention.  You'll notice that several of the articles 
continue to repeat, like picking up after your dogs, this is 
a horrible issue we're dealing with.  PLEASE pick up after 
your pups, it's inconsiderate to not pick up and respect 
your fellow residents ability to traverse our Community 
without fear of stepping on a dog land mine.
     Also, it's Summertime now and many residents are 
enjoying the pools.  We ask that you not hang your 
wet towels over the wooden porch railings.  The 
dampness of the towels can and do damage the rails, 
which costs all of us in replacing them.  If you continue 
to place the wet towels on the rail, we may be faced 
to look at not paying for repairs by the Association, but 
the homeowner will face paying for any repairs.  We 
currently do this for those homeowners that don't clean 
out their gutters. When the wood behind the 
gutters rot, the homeowner must pay for the 
repairs rather than the HOA, we all shouldn't pay 
for someone else's negligence. 

Finally, trash totes and excess trash.  The totes in Smithy 
Glen are not to be put out on the curb before 5 pm the 
night before service (Wed) and need to be stored in your 
garage or inside your fenced yard after service (Thur).  
Also, everything must be placed inside the tote, not 
along side - those items will not be picked up.  I know 
this is a lot of information, but as a Community, we need 
to do better, to help keep it looking great.

Respectfully, 

SG President 

Coventry Neighborhood Calendar 

JULY 2024 ACTIVITIES
8  Coventry HOA MTG 7:00 PM 
9  Ferguson Glade MTG 7:00 PM
15  Swim Team MTG 7:00 PM 
22  Architectural Review Committee MTG 6:30 PM
23  Smithy Glen MTG 7:00 PM

AUG 2024 ACTIVITIES
7  Finch Terrace MTG 7:00 PM
12  Coventry HOA MTG 7:00 PM
13  Ferguson Glade MTG 7:00 PM
19  Swim Team MTG 7:00 PM
26  Architectural Review Committee MTG 6:30 PM
27  Smithy Glen EXEC BOARD ONLY MTG 7:00 PM

SEP 2024 ACTIVITIES
3  Pools Close     
9  Coventry HOA MTG 7:00 PM
10  Ferguson Glade MTG 7:00 PM
24  Architectural Review Committee MTG 6:30 PM 

25  Smithy Glen MTG 7:00 PM

July - September 2024
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CHILDREN PLAYING IN THE COURTS 
Watching out for the Children’s Safety! 

During the March 2024 open meeting, a community
member complained about children playing in the 
streets without paying attention to passing cars. 
Recently, a child on a bicycle narrowly avoided being hit 
by a vehicle. Currently, this seems to be an issue for 
Crescent Court families. Smithy Glen has several grassy 
community areas designated for children to play in; 
perhaps parents could encourage the children to utilize 
the grassy spaces instead of the parking area or playing on
streets. On the other side, as drivers, you are responsible 
to look out for them also.
♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦    ♦ 

FENCE REPAIR
They are nearing 30 years old and need attention!! 
Inspections were recently completed and over 100 of the 
315 fences had an issue.  They vary from a 5 minute fix, 
applying a few nails or screws to the homeowner needing to 
call a repair person to replace the entire fence because it's 
just about to fall down.  Please take the notices seriously 
and make the repairs as soon as possible, and ensure your 
repairman gets the area marked by Ms. Utility - 811.  This 
is also a great time to power wash your house!  There is a 
lot of mold/mildew on houses out there!

♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦    ♦ 

SAFE EXCHANGE ZONE
Don’t Be a Victim!

When buying/selling items online 
you can use the Safe Exchange 
Zones located at the new Sheriff's 
office (159 Goodwin Neck Road).  
The designated sozes are under 24 
hour surveillance and allows for the 
public to make purchases and 
exchange transactions in an area 
monitored rather than conducting exchanges at a 
private residence.

Fourth of July Fireworks!
July 4, 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Riverwalk Landing & Historic Main Street
Bring your flags and flip flops - the fun starts with a 
parage down Historic Main Street!  Evening activities 
include a bell ringing ceremony, patriotic concert and 
fireworks display over the York River.  Grab your red, 
white and blue gear and celebrate where America 
won her independence.  Fireworks start at 9:15 p.m.
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SOME THINGS  
ARE WORTH REPEATING! 
Our past newsletters have addressed issues that may not 
be comfortable, but necessary to talk about. We want to 
maintain a positive tone but need to be realistic about 
the issues that neighbors are concerned about. So, 
let’s review a few of the issues that continue to be in the 
top Facebook and CAF discussions and are raised by 
our residents during open meetings. 

DOGS!!!! 
Be a Good Neighbor! 

During almost every Meeting, Smithy Glen 
residents urge the Board to increase efforts in educating 
residents about the issue of dogs leaving waste in flower 
beds. Despite repeated mentions in past 
newsletters, there seems to be a limit to what can be 
done. The plea remains for residents to demonstrate 
courtesy towards their neighbors by refraining from 
allowing their pets to relieve themselves in flower beds.

Without a name or picture, the Board's ability to address 
the issue is severely limited. However, it begs the 
question: why should residents feel compelled to report 
on each other just to prevent dogs from relieving 
themselves in their neighbors' flower beds? And why are 
multiple time offenders not learning from the 
excessive fines? We've been having a horrible time with 
people just letting their dogs relieve themselves, and 
make no effort to clean up their mess.  If you have a dog, 
it's your responsibility to clean up after them.  The 
picture was just one of the most recent violations, 10 
feet from the mutt mitts and trash can - it's not that 
hard.  If you see someone not cleaning up, report it, give 
a description - and it's even better if you know where 
the dog resides.  Fill out a CAF!  It's the only way to help 
solve the problem.

As responsible pet owners, it is our duty to keep our furry 
friends safe and happy while also being respectful of our 
neighbors and community. Using a leash and picking up 
after your dog are not only CHOA mandates, but also 
important steps in being a good neighbor. Picking up 
after your pet helps keep our community clean and 
enjoyable for all.  It's important to remember that our 
actions impact those around us, and it's our 
responsibility to be considerate of our neighbors who 
walk the paths and the children who run and play in the 
grassy common areas. 

Leashing your dog does NOT mean putting a leash on 
it and allowing it to roam. It means the owner is
supposed to hold the end of the leash and guide the 
dog on the walk. Picking up after your dog does not 
mean doing it only when neighbors observe you – it 
means doing it every time your dog has a bowel 
movement!  

Smithy Glen governing document titled “Design Document 
Smithy Glen HOA Sub”, Use restrictions, para G, page 8, 
Animals, states: 

No animals, livestock, or poultry of any kind shall be 
raised, bred, or kept upon any Lot or within any 
townhouse thereon or in the Common Area, except such 
dogs, cats, or other household pets as may be permitted 
by the rules and regulations adopted by the Association. 
Homeowners are restricted to two four legged Pets. The 
document also clearly states that No animals should be 
allowed to run free. All dogs must be on a leash. 



4

NEWS AROUND 
THE COUNTY 

Online County Magazine: 
York County Citizen news is 

available free on-line at: 
https://www.yorkcounty.gov/1610/Citizen-News-
Quarterly. 

This is a great resource to learn about 
the Fall activities, Park hours, 
Yorktown Market Days, Open Air 
Concerts, and other happenings in 
Yorktown.  

New to the area and not sure how to navigate County 
Offices and Services? for a complete list of available 
services, visit the “HOW DO I?” page at 
https://www.yorkcounty.gov/9/How-Do-I 

♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦    ♦ 

Have you visited the Yorktown Learning Garden? 
Located at 301 Goodwin Neck Road, it was 
established by the Virginia Cooperative Extension-
York County/Poquoson Master Gardeners established 
the Learning Garden in 1994 as an educational 
garden designed to display ornamental plants that 
thrive on the Peninsula. Each plant is marked with the 
botanical and common name to help you identify the 

plant and species. The Learning Garden is open to the 
public and anyone wanting to take a self-tour is 
welcome to do so. Plant lists may be found in the 

mailbox within each garden section. 

 

ARC
A quick reminder - if you plan on doing any work to the 
exterior of your residence (windows, doors, fence etc) 
before you complete the work, you must have an 
approved ARC request.  If you fail to get approval prior 
to completing the job, you face having to remove or 
replace the completed work - don't risk the large 
financial input!

♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦    ♦ 

Smithy Glen Yard of the Month

We've had a great start of the year with yards of the 
month.  The homeowners clearly went above and 
beyond in the care of their flower beds and exterior of 
their houses, the entire Community benefits from their 
care.  Let's keep up the good work - we're always 
looking for that next residence to nominate for YOM, 
maybe it could be you!  Winners so far this year:
- 200 Hamlet Court (May)
- 501 Kingston Court (June)
- 302 Crescent Court (July)

♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦ ♦  ♦

https://www.yorkcounty.gov/1610/Citizen-News-Quarterly
https://www.yorkcounty.gov/1610/Citizen-News-Quarterly
https://www.yorkcounty.gov/9/How-Do-I
1095291291C
Highlight

1095291291C
Highlight

1095291291C
Highlight
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SMITHY GLEN BOARD MEMBERS 
PRESIDENT: Rob Fitzmaurice 
VICE PRESIDENT: Ron Moore 
TREASURER: Ann Goodwin 

SECRETARY: MaryAnn Dawson 
DIRECTOR: Matt Cobaugh 

IMPORTANT LOCAL NUMBERS 

SUICIDE CRISIS LIFELINE: 988 

YORK COUNTY POLICE 

Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: 757- 890-3621 

Sheriff’s office: 757- 890-3630 

YORK COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Emergency: 911 

Non-Emergency: 757-890-9631 

DOMINION VIRGINIA POWER OUTTAGE 

Report Outages: 888-667-3000 

YORK COUNTY RECYCLING: 757-890-3780 

Contact the HOA office at 757-867-9200 

E-mail: coventryhoa@verizon.net

Office Hours: Closed: Sat/Sun/Mon

Tue/Wed/Thur: 10am - 6pm 

 Fri: 2pm – 5pm 

Main Website: www.coventryhoaofyorktown.org 

www.facebook.com/CoventryNeighborhoodHOA 

www.facebook.com/groups/CoventryWatch 

HAVE AN IDEA FOR ARTICLES FOR OUR FUTURE 
NEWSLETTERS? 

Please be sure to let us know by 
dropping a note in the main office! 

Newsletters are produced quarterly. 

The deadline for submission for publication in 
the Oct - Dec issue is September 15, 2024.

Thanks! 

Share Your Plants 
Do you have plants or bulbs you no longer 

want to maintain in your yard? Are you 

moving and are looking for ways to share 

those plants in pots? Plants such as Hosta, 

Liriope, and Azalea (just to name a few) 

can always be repurposed by the 

Beautification Committee to add to areas 

around Smithy Glen.  

All concerts are FREE!
Thursdays 6:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Upcoming Lineup:
• July 11 - The Gentlemen & Their Lady
• July 18 - The Embers
• July 25 - InsideOut Band
• August 1 - Band of Oz
• August 8 - The Deloreans
• August 15 - Slapnation




