

Appendix ED-J12
POSITIVE BEHAVIOR GUIDANCE POLICY
Early Learning Connections supports children’s social-emotional development using the Pyramid Model for Promoting Social and Emotional Competence in Infants and Young Children This evidence-based framework helps us create nurturing, predictable, and engaging environments for children, from birth to age five. Pyramid Model Practices are integrated into daily routines, activities and interactions so children learn important skills naturally throughout their day. 
We honor each child’s cultural identity and believe that strong relationships between families and staff are essential. Families are children’s first and most important teachers, and we welcome ongoing communication. If a child needs additional support with social-emotional skills or challenging behavior, we collaborate with families to develop individualized strategies and interventions. 
Positive responsive relationships form the foundation of our approach. Staff focus on: 
· Building warm, trusting connections with each child
· Creating predictable routines and environments
· Offering a balance of child-directed and teacher guided activities
· Using supervision and guidance strategies that keep children engaged
Teachers use proactive practices to prevent challenging behavior and promote healthy social-emotional development. Strategies include redirection, helping children express their needs, teaching friendship skills, problem-solving skills, and supporting children as they learn to regulate strong emotions. Preschool classrooms also use the PATHS Curriculum to teach social and emotional skills. 
ELC uses three simple expectations that guide behavior for children and adults across all settings:
These expectations are:
· Be Safe 
· Be Kind 
· Be Respectful  
[bookmark: _Hlk168034545]Each classroom creates a small set of rules that connect directly to these expectations. Rules focus on what children should do to help them understand how to be successful during routines and activities. Examples include:
· We Walk  
· We Talk 
· We Listen 
· We Clean Up 
Young children often communicate their needs, feelings, or frustrations through behavior, especially when they do not yet have the words to express complex emotions. Challenging behavior may signal a need for attention, connection, support, or help managing big feelings. Teachers may collect behavioral incident data to help identify the meaning or function of a child’s behavior. By understanding what a child is communicating, we can respond in ways that teach new skills and support their development. 
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Behavior Guidance Policy



I acknowledge that I have received and reviewed the Early Learning Connections Behavior Guidance Policy.







Child’s Name: _______________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: ___________________________________     Date: _________________

Witness Signature: __________________________________    Date: __________________
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