	Shaken Baby Syndrome
	H-02-113

	Early Learning Connections (ELC)

	Effective Date:
	2021
	Revised Date:
	05/11/2026
03/29/2024
7/11/2022

	
	
	
	

	Approved By:
	Date:

	Policy Council 
	05/11/2026

	Board of Directors
	05/11/2026

	Implement Program Year 
	2026-2027



Shaken Baby Syndrome and or Abusive Head Trauma is the occurrence of brain injury in newborns, infants, and children younger than 3 years caused by shaking a child. Even mild shaking can result in serious, permanent brain damage or death. The brain of the young child may bounce inside of the skull, resulting in brain damage, hemorrhaging, blindness, or other serious injuries or death. 

At Early Learning Connections (ELC), caregivers and or teachers care for young children who may be fussy or constantly crying. Yearly ELC staff are educated and trained in Shaken Baby Syndrome and or Abusive Head Trauma.  They are able to recognize the signs and symptoms.  Signs and or Symptoms include irritability, trouble staying awake, trouble breathing, vomiting and inability to be woken up from a nap. 

ELC complies with all rules and regulations found in Caring for our Children Basics (CFOCB) Health and Safety Foundations for Early Care and Education. 
· 3.4 Health Protection in Child Care: 
· 3.4.4 Child Abuse and Neglect 
· 3.4.4.3: Preventing and Identifying Shaken Baby Syndrome/Abusive Head Trauma
Training Requirements:
· DHS childcare regulations: 55 Pa. Code § 3270, § 3280, and § 3290 which now require all staff persons to complete professional development in all the health and safety training requirements which includes, prevention of shaken baby syndrome, abusive head trauma, and child maltreatment within 90 days of hire. 
· Prevention of shaken baby syndrome, abusive head trauma, and child maltreatment is a required health and safety training topic that must be completed before a childcare staff can care for children unsupervised at Early Learning Connections. 
· All parent educators will provide training and education to pregnant women and families when they enroll into one of Early Learning Connections Home Based Programs. 
· All classroom staff will complete required training at the start of each program year and or at new hire. 

Documentation: 
Appropriate documentation and verification of ongoing professional development training of all childcare staff is retained in the facility person’s file or maintained in an electronic system, the PD Registry.


