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Family Engagement Policy

Early Learning Connections (ELC) is committed to fostering strong relationships between families and our agency. Families are encouraged to participate in a variety of engagement opportunities, including volunteering in classrooms (refer to Volunteer Policy (HR-01-141)), attending workshops, joining family events, and serving on the Policy Council, which is made up of parents and community members. Regular communication through the Classroom Times (refer to Classroom Times Template (ED-A5)), parent meetings, home visits, and parent-teacher conferences ensure families are informed and involved in their child's educational journey.
Additionally, ELC provides resources and support for families to enhance learning at home and to connect with community services. We welcome and value feedback from families by conducting surveys to continuously improve our programs and strengthen our collaborative efforts for the benefit of all children.

At each event, families will be asked to check in at the start using the Family Event Sign-In Form (Appendix FS-M1) unless there is another designated form. 

Screening Week: 
Screening week is conducted in each county, at various locations, before the program year starts for our Head Start (HS) and HSSAP programs.  This week includes screenings, such as ASQ/ASQ-SEs, hearing, and vision, community resources, a family activity, a School Readiness Survey (Appendix  ED-A2), PBIS information, a health review with FSWs, snacks and raffles. This event helps complete requirements before the beginning of the school year. Parents will receive a gas card for attending and complete a post event survey. 

Stay and Play:
Stay and Play offers the families an opportunity to meet the teacher and explore their child’s classroom.  This will occur a few days prior to the start of the program year.  The teacher and FSW will work together to schedule a day and time (an hour and a half) for families to visit.  Each enrolled child will be accompanied by one adult.  During this time, the teacher will take the lead and walk families through the room explaining each center, having a story time, and giving the children the opportunity to play and engage with their new classmates.  The teacher will review drop off and pick up procedures, as well as the daily classroom schedule. A snack will be provided. Each guardian will sign in using the Stay and Play Sign-In Form (Appendix FS-M2). They will receive one gas card for attending.

Open House: 
For the classroom Open House, the FSW will consult with the teachers and Program Managers to set a date and time, which will be at least 30 minutes after the center day. This will be one hour in length; half will be the parent meeting with the FSW, and the other will be spent in the classroom with the teaching staff. During the time in the classroom, the parents will have the opportunity to hear about our curriculum, see the children’s artwork and the classroom.  The teacher will have a small activity planned for the children and will offer a snack.  The FSW will take parents to a different area for the parent meeting; during this time the children who are enrolled in the classroom will stay with the teachers. 

Parent Meetings: 
There will be four parent meetings throughout the program year for Early Head Start, Head Start, and HSSAP families.  Please refer to the Parent Meeting Policy (Appendix FS-04-107). 

Family Events: 
ELC will offer at least three family events in each county throughout the program year outside of school hours.  At least one of these events will be planned as a Male Engagement event but will be open to all families to attend.  During these events we offer multiple family activities and a craft, raffles, a meal (either at the event or a take home), a book for the family, and a parent educational piece.  If able, we will invite community resources to attend and give parents information.  We ask families to complete a post event survey. 

Parent Curriculum: 
ELC is pleased to offer parents the opportunity to participate in a research-based parenting curriculum designed to enhance parenting skills and support children's learning and development. This program builds upon parents' existing knowledge and typically takes place over several weeks during the spring. Parents who attend all sessions will receive a gift card as appreciation for their participation. Additionally, all attendees will be entered into a final drawing for a grand prize.

Moving On and Moving Up: 
Moving On and Moving Up is an event that takes place at the end of the program year to celebrate the children completing the program year in our Head Start and PreK Counts classrooms. FSWs will collaborate with the classroom teachers and program managers on a date within the last 2 weeks school for their celebration.  Celebrations will take place at least 30 minutes after the center day or during an Inservice Day. ELC will provide each child with a graduation cap and a certificate.  An invitation and program will be created by the FSW or PreK Teacher. 
Socialization: 
ELC will offer 22 socializations for Early Head Start Home Based families in each county and 16 socializations for Head Start Home Based families in Butler County throughout the program year. Parents will check in at the start using the Parent Meeting/Socialization Attendance Form (Appendix FS-E2). We will utilize classroom spaces at a center, community venues, and field trips to provide an enriching environment.  We will offer the socializations at different times throughout the program year.  During socialization we offer parent and child engagement activities, developmental activities, crafts, and a snack.  These will comply with school readiness goals. We also provide the parents with an activity to also complete at home and resources. Parents will receive a gas card for attending and we ask them to complete a socialization survey twice a year.  

