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SOCIALIZATION PLANNING POLICY

Early Head Start (EHS) and Head Start (HS) Home-Based programs will conduct socializations every year.  The intent is to provide an environment for families to work on school readiness goals in a shared environment and to build a community.  The EHS program offers 22 socializations per year.  The HS program offers 16 socializations per year.  The group will meet for 1 ½ hours.  The families will complete two surveys, one in September and the other in February, to determine what skills or topics they would like to discuss and allow for family input to measure success of the program. Each family will also receive a gas card for travel if they drive to the site.

The PE will completed Socialization Lesson Plan (Appendix ED-P1) for each socialization. During each socialization the activities will be geared toward Early Learning Outcomes Framework focusing on developmental, school readiness skills and meeting the agency-wide goal of supporting Pyramid Model Practices. The children who attend will be split into small groups and will depend on how many students are present and the needs of the children. The PE will ensure the groups will accommodate the learning levels and support cooperative play through various activities. During socialization, attendees will be provided with a snack, parenting development resource, Parents as Teachers (PAT) handout, and any pertinent resources for the families.

To support families, we hold some of the socializations in the communities to provide resources that families can use on a more consistent basis. One way that we do this is by hosting field trips which are held in different locations within the families county. To build our community, we invite the families to agency-wide events that are held three times a year. At these events, there is a Home-Based table which offers materials, resources and further engagement activities for our families.  



