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DIMINISHED CAPACITY POLICY

[bookmark: _Hlk136941231]If a staff member determines that the adult responsible for picking up a child from the Early Learning Connections child care,  Head Start, or Pre-K Counts program is exhibiting behavior which indicates diminished capacity, (i.e. slurred speech, unsteady walk, confused thinking, impaired reflexes, erratic behavior, altered moods, or drowsiness) that would render them unable to operate a motor vehicle, the staff member/caregiver will ask the impaired adult to call another person for pick up purposes. The staff will remain with the child until the child is picked up. 

Under no circumstances should the staff endanger the children or themselves by trying to physically intervene. 

[bookmark: _Hlk136941285]Should the impaired adult refuse to comply, this matter must be reported to the school police and/or local police department. The teaching staff will notify Program Manager and school office as soon as possible.

Family Service Workers will review this policy with parents at intake and have them sign Diminished Capacity Sign Off (Appendix X-1) and upload to education tab in Child Plus.
