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TRANSITIONING TO KINDERGARTEN FOR PRESCHOOL AGE CHILDREN 

1. FSWs and PEs will have families sign a Kindergarten School District Release (Appendix FS-C1) for the school district the kindergarten bound child will be attending for the next school year at the initial intake.  These will then be given to the Family Engagement/ERSEA Director to create a list for Key Management to send to the districts in November.  

2. Each receiving school district provides their Kindergarten Registration dates, documents and processes to ELC in January or February each year. Registration information will be filed for each county in the transition information folders located ___(TBD)

3. Family Service Workers (FSW), Pre-K teachers, and Parent Educators (PE) will inform families of the kindergarten registration dates along with information about spring and summer pre-kindergarten events and programs specific to each school district. This will be done by passing along printed copies with instructions, phone calls, emails, and/or home visits


4. Teachers will place kindergarten registration dates and events on the Classroom Times.

5. FSWs will ensure that the learning topics for families transitioning to kindergarten and advocating for your child’s education will be presented during the winter parent meeting-family event.  PEs will present the same information at a winter Home-Based Socialization Day.

6. Teachers, Program Managers and other ELC staff will attend transition meetings with their local school districts as requested.

7. The transition process for children with an IEP is done in collaboration with their local Intermediate Unit.  Parents/guardians are invited to attend a meeting with their school district in February to learn about services and the process of transitioning to kindergarten.  Parents/guardians are active participants in the transition process and may be asked to sign paperwork such as permission to evaluate or release forms.  The role of ELC staff is to support families in completing needed paperwork or to assist with questions. Please refer to policy DA-05-108 for additional information.


8. Teachers will use the Creative Curriculum “Getting Ready for Kindergarten Study” to give children opportunities to practice and become familiar with what to expect in kindergarten.  Strategies include supporting children’s social–emotional development as they become comfortable with the transition from preschool experience to kindergarten, helping children to reflect on what they have learned, discussing differences and similarities of the two programs, strengthening family partnerships, and celebrating achievements.  


9. Teachers and PEs will provide parents/guardians with activities that they can do with their kindergarten child over the summer months as well as other transition information about starting school in the fall. This is in addition to the goals listed on the conference form to encourage further development which are shared as part of the final parent-teacher conference.


10. Teachers and PEs will provide and review a summary of learning via the GOLD Development and Learning Report at the last parent/teacher conference.  This is a summary of pertinent information concerning the child’s physical, cognitive and social-emotional development. 

11. The Teacher/PE will complete the Kindergarten Readiness Checklist (Appendix ED-A3) at the winter checkpoint for children transitioning to kindergarten. This is in addition to the GOLD online assessment progress report that is generated three times a year. This checklist will be reviewed with the parent/guardian at the winter parent-teacher conference.  Using the checklist data, specific at home learning activities will be provided to the family to support their child’s kindergarten readiness at home. Teachers/PE’s will inform the family that with their permission, the KRC will be given to their school district. Families will sign the Kindergarten School District Release (Appendix FS-C1) and check Kindergarten Readiness Checklist under Information to be released.

9. Key Management will provide the above two documents to the receiving school districts by May 1st including the signed Release of Information for the appropriate School District.   

10. Key management staff will attend the local county Early Childhood Education Council Partnership Meetings which include local early care and education program staff, preschool administrators’, early intervention staff, Elementary School Principals, Assistant Superintendents, and other community partners in their specific counties.



