Appendix ED-J7
Child Acknowledgement Systems
Bucket Fillers & Good News

Bucket Fillers:
An acknowledgement system is an organized and consistent way to recognize students who demonstrate behavioral expectations in the classroom. Reinforcing students’ appropriate behavior increases the likelihood they will repeat the expected behavior, allows staff to connect with more students and helps to build relationships and foster a positive learning environment. 

Acknowledgement systems such as the Bucket Filler System are structured ways to use behavior specific praise to help students understand exactly what they did that was appropriate. When using behavior specific praise, it is important to name the specific behavior that was observed along with the expectation that was displayed so students know exactly what they did well. Consistently using this type of specific praise will lead children to use appropriate behavior in the classroom more frequently. 

For the individual child acknowledgment system, teachers can decide on the type of system they would like to use in the classroom. They may choose to make a display of small buckets and give children a pom pom when they demonstrate the expectations, or a display with paper buckets and give them a sticker to put on their bucket. Giving positive descriptive feedback when adding a filler to any bucket is a required part of the system. The teacher clearly establishes the number of tokens it takes to fill a bucket. When a child reaches that number, they have filled their bucket! When a child fills their bucket, they will get some type of reward or recognition. This can be a certificate they take home, a special privilege of their choice such as lunch with a favorite teacher, being a special helper in the classroom, a phone call home. The teacher can choose the privileges and incentives they would like to use in their classroom. 

For the classroom system, students will earn group rewards with their classmates for engaging in expected behavior in specific settings. The teacher will explicitly explain the expectation and goal to the group. (The goal might be related to a specific time of day that is challenging.) 
In this instance the class has one large bucket for the entire classroom and the students must work together to fill it. The teacher determines the number or level of tokens, such as poms poms or stickers in advance. The teacher can choose a behavior as a focus for the entire class, such as transitioning from the playground back to the classroom or cleaning up after center time and going to large group before the timer goes off, or they can earn tokens if everyone was safe and respectful at circle time. 
The students then work together toward that goal. When they meet their goal, they can celebrate together and have a fun party or activity as a reward. 




GOOD NEWS 

The purpose of “Good News” (Appendix ED-A4) is to provide regular, positive teacher communication with parents to further engage and inform them of specific learning and to acknowledge children for demonstrating the program wide expectations. (The notes are especially beneficial for children that have been working on learning a social or emotional skill and become successful at using it. Let’s celebrate their growth with the family!) 

1. Adults will complete a Good News Note for each child every other week. 
2.  Guidance on use of “Good News”:  
· If a two parent home, make sure both parent’s get a copy
· Child’s name to be used in the note.
· Action or learning to be specific: 
· Josh was so respectful today, he cleaned up the entire block area! He keeps our room safe by putting things away. 
· Levi was so kind today when he helped a friend pour their milk at lunch time.   
· Sophie was safe and respectful at circle time today! She sat with her hands on her lap and raised her hand when she had something to say. 
· Hailey was kind to her friends in the gym today! She played catch and took turns with the green ball. 
3. Completed “Good News “will be sent home via the Home-School folder in the backpack. Some children might enjoy holding them as they depart for home. 
4. The Teacher copies the note and sends the copy to the FSW.
5. Family Service Workers will type comments from “Good News” in ChildPlus under the Family Service tab, Events (Strength Identified). 

In addition to “Good News”, the following optional teacher communication techniques can be used with parents:
1. Add photographs of classroom activities and learning to the weekly Classroom Times.
2. Phone call, email, or send via communication app to parents regarding child’s stellar action or learning.  “Hi Judy, I wanted you to know that Luis was kind and sensitive to another child’s feelings today.  He noticed one of his classmates really was missing his dad.  Luis went to the photograph wall and handed his friend the family photo which helped the classmate feel better, he is really learning and understanding empathy for others” 
This communication to the parents not only informs them about their child’s behavior but also appreciates and encourages positive behavior. It’s a great way to involve parents in acknowledging and reinforcing their child’s positive behavior and learning.

