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By Alice Campbell & Carolyn Ross, co-presidents
February, the shortest month of the year, is called “y mis bach” meaning “little
month” by the Welsh. But short or little as it is, there are some significant
days. Notable are Valentine’s Day when we acknowledge those we love, and
Presidents’ Day when we reflect on the contributions of two of our greatest
presidents. And then there’s Groundhog Day, trying to guess how long ‘til spring!
It’s always fun to have holidays to anticipate!
Lodi AAUW is honored to celebrate our Susan B. Anthony Award winner, Nancy
Mellor. Nancy is being recognized for her contributions in the category of
Community Service. This is a much deserved award. Kudos, Nancy.
We’d like to remind all members that bunco – our annual and only fundraiser –
will be held March 9th. The committee is busy finalizing all aspects of the event.
Thank you to all of you who have been so willing to volunteer your time and
talents to insure the success of the day. Please remember, this is a wholeorganization event and everyone’s participation is essential. We extend a special
thank you to Becky Hamner for her willing leadership.
For decades, AAUW has advocated for women’s education and empowerment in
the United States and around the world. Progress hasn’t always been fast or
even recognizable. But that’s changing! The 116th Congress of the United
States is the most diverse group of legislators in our history. There are 131
women, all races, a host of ethnicities and religions, and all gender
identifications now represented. (continued on page 3)
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
AAUW LODI AFFILIATE

Tuesday, February 15th, 2019
Lodi Public Library
The meeting was called to order by
President Carolyn Ross at 6pm.
Minutes: It was moved and seconded to accept the
minutes of the November 14, 2018 meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Julie Thompson reported
balances of $17,952.61 in the General Fund, and
$1,138.72 in AAUW Fund.
Membership Treasurer’s Report: Linda
Hammons stated that the Branch now has 103
members.
Correspondence: Élise Forbes shared a thank-you
note sent by Nancy Mellor, our Susan B. Anthony
Award nominee.
Program Update: Sally Spenker announced the
March general meeting will be held on Saturday,
March16th, in the Lodi Public Library Community
Room. Excerpts from a video Dark Money will be
shown. A presentation/discussion of how dark
money affects local elections will follow.
Welcome and Thank you: Carolyn Ross thanked
Nancy Martinez for providing cookies and water.
New members and guests were welcomed.
Old Business:
Bunco Fundraiser Update: Becky Hamner
reported on the Bunco Fundraiser being held
Saturday, March 9th at the Vinewood Community
Church.
Tickets are in the process of being handed
out/mailed to all members. Cost is $35 per ticket
(includes lunch). Members are asked to sell at least
2 tickets. Money is due February 28th and should be
sent to Julie Thompson.
Cash prizes will be given this year. Most buncos:
$100, most points: $80, most three of a kind: $60,
and most losses: $40.
Terrie Hedden oversees Raffle Baskets and Silent
Auction. $5 for 5 tickets, $10 for 10, and $20 for
24. It was discussed that each participant would
receive one free ticket. A champagne luncheon and
a golfing foursome at Woodbridge Country Club
will be two Silent Auction offerings.
The event starts at 11:30 am and play begins at 1
pm.

Next committee meeting is February 11th, 10 am at
the Lodi Library.
Susan B Anthony Award Dinner: Julie Thompson
introduced Nancy Mellor, this year’s Lodi Branch
nominee and winner. Congrats, Nancy! Our group
has purchased three tables for members to help
Nancy celebrate at the dinner.
New Business:
Policy changes to Tech Trek Program: Melinda
Vargo shared new guidelines from the new Tech
Trek binder (California Tech Trek is still separate
from the national AAUW). Specific dates and
instructions are outlined and to be followed. There
will be uniform interview questions for each
applicant. Seventh grade girls from McAuliffe,
Serna, Lockeford, and Morada are eligible this year.
Contact Melinda if you are interested in helping.
San Joaquin County Commission on the Status
of Women: Alice Campbell announced that the
Lodi AAUW Board voted to renew our membership
with the SJCCSW. Meetings are held the first
Monday of each month. Mary Ann Cox-Martin
volunteered to represent Lodi at the meetings.
Thank you, Mary Ann! The SJCCSW sponsors the
Susan B. Anthony Award Dinner.
Women’s March Stockton: Sally Spenker invited
members to attend the Women’s March Stockton
being held January 19th. The march is in support of
local women’s issues. Meet at Eden Park in
Stockton at 9 am. March to M.L. King Park where a
rally will be held.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 pm by President
Carolyn Ross.
Respectfully submitted,
Claudia Marson, Recording Secretary

~3~

Presidents’ Message continued:

As AAUW members, we should be proud that we
have helped to make this happen. Our job isn’t
done yet; we still need to address gender
equality in pay and other important areas of our
lives. But for a moment, let’s enjoy the progress
we’ve helped make happen.
Happy Valentine’s Day, Alice & Carolyn

February AAUW Program
LODI PUBLIC LIBRARY
201 West Locust St., Lodi, CA
TUESDAY, February 19th
5:30 pm Social, 6pm General Meeting,
6:40 pm Program

Speaker: Professor of Law Lisa Ikemoto
Topic: Disparities in Healthcare — Issues of Race
& Gender
Working for increased access to affordable healthcare, including family planning services for all, is a
major goal of AAUW. Lisa Ikemoto is a professor
of law at UC Davis; she will speak on the topic
'Disparities in Healthcare — Issues of Race &
Gender'. Lisa's scholarship and teaching focus on
bioethics, healthcare law, reproductive rights, law
and policy, and public health law. She has written
extensively on genetic and reproductive technology
use, the regulation of fertility & pregnancy and race
& gender disparities in healthcare. Her interest in
bioethics and the ways that race & gender mediate
access to and the impacts of technology date back to
her days as a UC Davis law student.
Sally Spenker, Kathie Mettler, & Elena Wong
co-Vice President of Programs

BUNCO!
March 9th, Vinewood
Community Church, 11:30 – 3 pm
Bunco Briefs:
By now all members should have received their two
tickets for our 8th Annual Bunco Fundraiser.
Remember that your money for the tickets needs to
be in to Julie Thompson by February 28th. If you
need additional tickets, Julie is also the person to
contact. If you plan to not use the two tickets, they
need to be returned along with your check for the
$70. We really hope that you use the tickets or pass
them on to friends or family who can join us on
March 9th. As this is our only fundraiser for our
scholarship programs, it is vital that all members
participate.
Special Interest groups should be planning for their
raffle basket(s). A few baskets and some other
materials are available to any group who may still
need those items. Contact me for these materials.
We hope to sell 240 tickets, so we will need 60
tables and 240 chairs. Currently, we have a list of
members who have tables and chairs, plus the chairs
that the church has available. From the list, we have
60 tables and more than enough chairs. We also
have the long tables for displaying the raffle baskets
and to serve the lunches. At our next committee
meeting on Feb 11th, we will discuss how to get the
tables and chairs to the church hall for set up. If you
are providing a table and chairs, please be sure that
the legs have rubber caps to protect the floor of the
hall.
The committee has worked very hard to ensure that
this event is successful. There are changes from past
bunco events; we appreciate everyone’s support and
contributions to make this as successful as possible.
The next committee meeting will be February 11th,
at 10 am at the Lodi Public Library.
We have one more general meeting before March
9th. After the meeting if there is information that
needs to be shared, emails will be sent to the
general membership. Thank you again for your
support!
Becky Hamner, Committee Chair
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Congratulations …
Congratulations to Nancy Mellor for
being awarded the Susan B. Anthony
Woman of Achievement award by the
San Joaquin County Commission on
the Status of Women. Awards
banquet will be held in February.
Congratulations, Nancy! Well deserved!

On the Move Walkers
Join us for a walk on Valentine’s Day morning! We
have a rain or shine walk scheduled to Stockton’s
Miracle Mile, so if it rains, we can dash between
shop awnings and then slowly explore the shops on
the Miracle Mile. But if we have great California
February weather, we can do the mile and back in
no time at all. Whatever the weather, we know we
will have an excellent adventure, walking, and
talking!
Here are the details:
Date: Thursday, February 14th
Time: 9:30 am, meet at the Big 5 in the
Target/Safeway parking lot to carpool to Stockton
Walk should begin at 10 am
Place: Miracle Mile, Stockton
Lunch: at Midtown Creperie.
Walkers of all speeds are encouraged to attend. All
that’s needed is enthusiasm.
Contact me, nancymellor582@gmail.com or 7473452 by February 13th if you plan to walk with us.
Nancy Mellor, Coordinator

February Dates to
Remember
1st  National Wear Red for Women
(heart disease awareness – 1st Friday of
February)
th
4  World Cancer Day
14th  Valentine’s Day
15th  Susan B. Anthony Day
17th  Random Acts of Kindness Day
18th  Presidents Day
19th  Day of Remembrance
(executive order leading to
incarceration of Japanese American
Citizens)
th
28  National Science Day
February is Black History Month

Personal Ad:
Remember the Paradise Camp
Fire? Have the Urge to Help?
Our friend, who lost everything in
the Paradise fire, has found a
home in Red Bluff for his family
and him. We are taking the trailer
up there in a week or two to deliver
the goods we have collected for
him (some furniture and household goods--mostly
kitchen).
Needed are towels and bedding. If you have any
items you could donate, we will be happy to collect
them and take them with us. He has two teen agers
(girl and boy) and three dogs (Husky, German
Shepherd and small mutt). Anything he cannot use
he will donate to others who are in similar
circumstances. Let me know, and I will come to
your house. Thanks in advance.
Audrey Churchill
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AAUW Birthday Club

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL !!!
(It’s Tax Deductible)

FEBRUARY 21 JANET BANGE
FAMOUS WOMEN BORN ON THIS DAY
Alice Freeman Palmer (1855-1902)  an educator who
founded the predecessor organization to the American
Association of University Women (AAUW) in 1881

FEBRUARY 22 CLAUDENE BLASL
FAMOUS WOMEN BORN ON THIS DAY
Edna St. Vincent Millay (1892-1950)  the first woman
to receive the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry (1923)

FEBRUARY 28 SALLY SPENKER
FAMOUS WOMEN BORN ON THIS DAY
Mary Lyon (1797-1849)  founded Mount Holyoke
Female Seminary in 1837.
Please add your name to the AAUW Birthday Club in
honor of your Birthday. By joining, you are helping to
support the continuing education of women via
Educational Opportunities Fund #4336, the field of
educational research via Eleanor Roosevelt Fund #9170,
or via Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) #3999.
Sally Irizary & Joanne Cobb, EF co-chairs

ALSO REMEMBER: BIRTHDAYS ARE GOOD
FOR YOU…. THE MORE YOU HAVE, THE
LONGER YOU LIVE!!!!!!!!!!

February’s Flower: the Iris
The deep, warm color of
the iris foreshadows
the luxuries of spring.
A February birthday
also portends warmth &
prosperity, making
these two an excellent match. Pair a lucky
February birthday with this slender, magnificent
flower.

Are you looking to showcase your artistic
talent? The annual AAUW Art Contest is
underway, and it’s a terrific opportunity to
display your work! Enter now and vote later for
your favorite entries.
This year, we will give special preference to
entries that reflect AAUW’s mission, vision, and
values:
1. Advancing equity for women and girls
through research, education, and
advocacy
2. Equity for All
3. Nonpartisan, fact-based, integrity,
inclusion, and intersectionality
Through February 7th, submit an electronic
version of your design to the AAUW Art
Contest web page. Your entry can be
photography, a digital photo of your painting,
drawing, sculpture, or any other form of visual
art. AAUW members can vote for their favorite
images once a day from February 12th until
February 26th. The winning entries as well as
the artists’ biographies will be featured on a
collection of AAUW notecards that will be
mailed to members this spring.

TODAYENTER TODAY
For more information, to submit artwork, and to
see last year’s art gallery, please visit the
AAUW Art Contest web page.
I hope you’ll participate in this year’s contest.
And please spread the word throughout your
branch and state. Thank you!
Best regards,
Kendra L. Davis,
Senior Vice President,
Advancement and
Partnerships
(Submitted by Carolyn Ross)
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Be Informed
Be Informed
began the new
year with an
interesting
program. Sheila
Dunn suggested a
speaker from the
new senior housing
development in
the Reynolds
Ranch area. That
was Laurie Spurlock, a friendly and informative
ambassador for the Revel Premier Housing
project. It consists mostly of apartments
located in two towers, each with a private patio
or balcony, and a few cottages, all located on six
acres. The amenities and services are endless,
and it sounds quite inviting when we get to the
point where we no longer want to maintain a
house, cook, clean, and traipse all over for our
entertainment. It’s all right there, thank you
very much. You can make an appointment now for
a tour, and the expectation is that they will be
ready for occupancy in the late spring/early
summer.

We have a duo in April, Becky and Gene Hamner,
who will talk to us about their experiences in the
armed forces. Becky, as you know, is a long-time,
active member in AAUW, who served in the Air
Force where she met her husband Gene. He was
recently asked to be part of a Ken Burns PBS
documentary on the Vietnam War. I’m sure that
they must have many interesting stories to tell,
since that is a very different way of life for
most of us.
Please join us for our next meeting on Thursday,
February 7th, 10 am at the home of Élise Forbes.
Everyone is welcome and invited to attend. We
hope to see you there.

Margy Gish, Coordinator

AAUW Lodi marchers in Stockton at the
2019 Women’s March Stockton.

Coming events: February is a full program, with
Jeff Hood, Director of Lodi Parks & Recreation,
making a return visit to tell us what is happening
in his latest position, as well as coming
attractions in our Livable, Loveable town. Also,
on the agenda is Eddie Cotton, Director of the
Lodi Boys and Girls Club. They recently lost
funding when General Mills left town and have
had trouble keeping the program running. He will
tell us more about the club and how they are
doing now.
In March, David Yee who is also known as
Birdman will talk to us about his favorite topic –
birds. Suga Moriwaki has heard his presentation
and recommended him for a program.

Directory Change:
Grace Bull no longer uses her landline phone.
Please change your directory to use her cell phone
only (209) 843-3429.
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Lodi and Stockton AAUW Branches walking together for women’s rights

February 2019
Calendar of Activities
Thursday, 2/7

Be Informed: 10 am –12 noon at Élise Forbes’ home. We will hear from both Jeff Hood from Parks &
Rec and Eddie Cotton from the Lodi Boys & Girls Club on different aspects of life in Lodi. Please call
Margie Gish for further information. Everyone is welcome.

Monday, 2/11

Les Dames Françaises French Group: Meet at 1:30 pm at Carolyn Ross’ home. Meetings are typically
the 2nd& 4th Mondays. If there are any changes this month, the members will be notified by email. For
additional info or to join the group, contact Maija French or Sylvia Mayorga.

Wednesday, 2/13

Board Meeting: 3:30 pm at Lodi Library Drummond room. Board members― for quorum purposes,
please contact Alice or Carolyn if unable to attend.

Thursday, 2/14

On the Move Walkers: Meet at Target/Safeway parking lot (close to Big Five) at 9:30 to carpool to the
Miracle Mile in Stockton. Contact Nancy Mellor for additional information.

Monday, 2/18

Book Group: 10:30 am at Karen Ruzak’s home. Bring a book that you are reading or one that you would
recommend. Please contact Karen if you plan on coming. Happy Reading! Contact Leigh Ramsey for
information.

Tuesday, 2/19

General Meeting: Lodi Public Library 5:30 pm social time; 6 pm general meeting. At 6:40 pm speaker
Law Professor Lisa Ikemoto will speak on disparities in healthcare issues or race and gender. Please
carpool to the library if possible.

Monday, 2/25

Les Dames Françaises French Group: 1:30 pm – 3 pm at Philinda Stillwell’s home. If there are any
changes this month, the members will be notified by email.

Monday, 2/25

Bunco: 7 pm at Joanne Hildenbrand’s home; call Joanne with inquiries or changes.

