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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE
By Alice Campbell & Carolyn Ross, co-presidents
Spring finally arrived on March 20th — the vernal equinox — when the sun is
directly above Earth's equator, and day and night have equal length. We had a
chilly, wet winter this year, making our springtime sun, warmth, and blooms even
more inviting. On an even brighter note, the entire state of California is now
officially out of drought for the first time since 2007!
Our Bunco Scholarship fundraiser on March 9th was a fun and successful day for
our AAUW branch and the many attendees from the community. Warm thanks to
Becky Hamner and her Bunco committee members for a job well done. Our Lodi
Branch members pulled together and pitched in to help streamline the process and
make our only fundraiser a memorable event.
We’d like to share some encouraging national news: March 4th saw an important
lawsuit victory when a federal district court judge in D.C. ruled that the Trump
Administration acted illegally in August 2017 when it halted the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission’s (EEOC’s) collection of pay data from large companies by
demographics and job category. EEOC’s pay data collection has now resumed.
AAUW has long advocated for pay data collection so that employers and
enforcement agencies can better analyze and close gender and race-based pay
gaps. Maybe we will yet see pay equity in our lifetimes or those of our daughters
and granddaughters.
Finally, it’s time for renewing members to pay our annual dues. Please consider
paying your dues online; the process is simple, and it makes life much easier for
our Treasurer and our Membership Treasurer. Thanks so much and happy spring!
Alice and Carolyn

Newsletter
Connie During
(Carolyn Ross, Proof)
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Lodi Public Library, 201 W. Locust St. (please car pool)
Mona Siegel, professor of history at CSU, Sacramento, will speak at our April 16th
meeting about her new book Peace on Our Terms: The Global Battle for Women’s
Rights After the First World War
Social time
General Meeting
Speakers

5:30 pm
5:50 pm
6:25 pm

Program Chairs:
Kathie Mettler, Sally Spenker, & Elena Wong
Host: Pat Drouin
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
AAUW LODI BRANCH

Saturday, March 16th, 2018
Lodi Public Library
There were no minutes taken
during Saturday’s program.

April General Meeting
Lodi Public Library
201 W. Locust St.,
Tuesday, April 16th
5:30 pm Social,
5:50 pm General Meeting,
6:25 pm Speakers

It is AAUW’s goal to work for equality, individual
rights, and social justice for a diverse society. Mona
Siegel, professor of history at CSU, Sacramento,
will speak at our April 16th meeting about her new
book Peace on Our Terms: The Global Battle for
Women’s Rights After the First World War which
will be published by Columbia University Press
later this year.
Ms. Siegel’s books covers women fighting in 1919
for parental leave policies for all, equal and living
wages for men and women, an international labor
standard of a 12-week paid maternity benefit,
adequate health services for mothers and children, a
mother’s “right to a half-time schedule”, nursing
breaks twice a day, abolition of child labor, and
many issues we continue to seek for women and
men today. All these issues were internationally
spoken about and sought for in 1919. How far have
we come, and what issues do we need to work on
today? Her presentation will start between 6:156:30 pm (depending on the length of the General
Meeting) in the Lodi Public Library’s community
room.
Sally Spenker & Kathie Mettler, Program

AAUW Installation Dinner
May 21, 2019 at 5:30 pm

Park View Terrace Clubhouse
Menu
Apple Walnut Salad
Pesto Tortellini & Ravioli with Meat Sauce
Barbequed Tri-Tip
Italian Bread
Cookie
Iced Tea and Coffee

Catered by Bueno Italiano Café
Wine
(wine compliments of Julie Thompson)

Cost $20 per person
Make reservation & pay by May 10th
Reservations and payments may be made
at the April general meetings or mailed by May 10th
to Kathie Mettler or Sally Spenker.

Teck Trekkers who served at the
Bunco Fundraiser.
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AAUW Hiking Group
April Walk
On the Move Walkers have a unique
challenge scheduled for April: an
eight-mile looped hike in the Delta
east of Stockton with something for
every style of walking. Feeling
ready to flex those walking muscles? Here's your
opportunity.
Prefer a more leisurely pace? Then join the slower
walkers and go only part way around. Should be a
good adventure on high, dry ground. The details are
below. Please remember that if conditions make the
location a bad choice, we have lots of alternate
walks to choose from. Please RSVP to me by April
10th at nancymellor582@gmail.com.
Date: Thursday, April 11, 2019
Time: 9:30 am
Meet at Big 5 Parking Lot
Location: White Slough Long Loop, Stockton, near
the I-5 freeway.
Bring your own snacks, water, and a hat!
Nancy Mellor

Public Policy
Imagine an America Without a Pay Gap
It is common knowledge that a woman in the
United States makes 80 cents per dollar made
by a man of similar qualifications. The pay gap is
worse for women of color. In an era when women
make up nearly 50% of the workforce, this pay
gap burdens individual family finances and the
economy. A recent study estimated the impact
on society if the pay gap were corrected.
How would closing the pay gap be expected to
impact families?

- 60% of working women and 66% of single
working mothers would see an increase in pay

- Poverty rates for working women would drop
by half from 8% to 3.8%

- Poverty rates for single working mothers
would drop from 28.9% to 14.5%
How would the US economy benefit?

- Closing the pay gap would increase gross
domestic product an estimated $500 million,
roughly 2.6% of the GDP of our entire nation

- The increase in women’s earnings would be

The Nominating Committee

is pleased to present this Slate of Officers
for election to serve the 2019-2020 year.
Co-Presidents ~ Carolyn Ross and Virginia Pelton
Program Vice Presidents ~ Elena Wong and Sue Pixler
Membership Vice Presidents ~ Nancy Martinez, Becky
Greider, and Suzanne Talbot
Recording Secretaries ~ Leigh Ramsey (Board
Meetings) and Roberta Williams (General Meetings)
Corresponding Secretary ~ Élise Forbes
Treasurer ~ Julie Thompson
Membership Treasurer ~ Linda Hammons
Newsletter ~ Nancy Mellor
Standing Committee Liaison ~ Sally Irizary
Respectfully Submitted by Sharon Ceresa

roughly 16 times what federal and state
governments spent in 2015 for temporary
assistance to needy families
The pay gap adversely impacts American
families. Closing it would raise many out of
poverty and reduce the need for public
assistance. The question to ask our elected
officials is not whether we as a society can
afford to pay men and women the same income
for the same work. The question is, how can we
afford not to?
Archana Maniar
Source: The Impact of Equal Pay on Poverty and
the Economy 2017, Institute of Women’s Policy
Research
Submitted by Carolyn Ross

Be Informed!
Everyone loves
hummingbirds, and
we had an expert
birder, David Yee,
who taught us more
about them. There
are 375 species of hummingbirds, found only
in the Americas, and a mere eight of those
species are in the U.S. − basically only one in
California. They prefer forests and
mountains, migrating north and south
following the Rocky Mountains and flowering
plants.
For those of you who have bird feeders,
David said the best thing to fill them with is
granulated sugar, using about one cup of
sugar to three cups of water. The feeders
need to be cleaned regularly to prevent the
birds from getting sick. If you think you
have one pet hummingbird that keeps
returning, you probably actually have about
six different ones. The colorful ones are the
males, as is often the case in nature, and
explains why we females must wear makeup!
(David is not responsible for the last part of
that sentence.) He said he is always happy to
answer questions about hummingbirds.
Our April program will be another double
feature with Becky and Gene Hamner telling
us about their individual and shared lives in
the military service. They met and married
while both were on active duty with the U.S.
Air Force and have been married for 46
years. Their motivations for serving and
perspectives about their unique experiences
have influenced their lives in surprising
ways. Some of the current news stories
regarding what military women and families
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face will be addressed, as well as sharing
pictures and memorabilia.
Several people recommended the return of a
previous speaker, Gene Bigler. In fact, he
will be on our schedule for two programs,
one in May, and the other later in the year.
His first talk will be on current events, and
at this point, he has not formulated his ideas
more than that. Joanne Donovan heard his
talks to Ollie this season and suggested his
appropriateness for our group. That topic
had to do with autocratic governments.
Gene is an experienced and knowledgeable
presenter, so we can look forward to that.
Be Informed meets the first Thursday of
each new month. Please plan to join us on
Thursday, April 4th, 10 am, at the home of
Élise Forbes. Everyone is invited and
welcome to attend. We look forward to
seeing you there.
Margy Gish,
Be Informed coordinator

April Flower: The Daisy
The modest, unassuming beauty of the daisy has
a playful, childlike character that brings joy &
happiness wherever it arrives.
The many-colored options of
the daisy provide ample
opportunity to match this
lovely flower to a specific
personality. No other flower
can match the daisy for pure joy.
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2019-2020 Membership Dues
AAUW Birthday Club

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL !!!
APRIL 6 GRACE BULL
FAMOUS WOMAN BORN ON THIS DAY
Kate Hurd-Mead (1867-1941)  historian of women in
medicine
APRIL 24 JULIE THOMPSON
HIGHLIGHTS IN U.S. WOMEN’S HISTORY
Harriet Quimby 1912)  first woman in history to fly an
airplane across the English Channel.
APRIL 24 JULIE WOLF
FAMOUS WOMAN BORN ON THIS DAY
Barbara Streisand (1942- )  singer, actress, producer
APRIL 27 LINDA SATTLER
FAMOUS WOMAN BORN ON THIS DAY
Coretta Scott King (1927-2006)  the widow of Martin
Luther King Jr, she was a civil rights, human rights, and
peace activist
Please add your name to the AAUW Birthday Club in
honor of your Birthday. By joining, you are helping to
support the continuing education of women (Educational
Opportunities Fund) #4336, women's issues in the field
of research (Eleanor Roosevelt Fund) # 9170, or Legal
Advocacy Fund (LAF) #3999.
REMEMBER … BIRTHDAYS ARE GOOD FOR YOU …
THE MORE YOU HAVE THE LONGER YOU LIVE!
Thank you,
Sally Irizary & Joanne Cobb, EF co-chairs

AAUW's new fiscal year started March 15th, so I am
now requesting membership dues for the coming
year. Please consider paying your dues online with
a credit or debit card. There's no check to write and
mail, plus the renewal process is so much easier for
both the Treasurer and the Membership Treasurer!
From the AAUW website, I requested that email
invoices be sent to all members who owe dues.
Your email message will come from:
Memberinfo@aauw.org and it's titled: AAUW
Membership Renewal for Fiscal Year 2020. It
contains your membership information and how to
renew. In the middle of the email, you'll see:
There are two ways to renew.
1) To renew online, click HERE
2) To renew by check: Make your check payable to
AAUW, and mail it to your branch finance officer listed
below.

Click on the link click HERE to renew with your
credit or debit card, and you're linked right to the
payment page on the AAUW site. This is a secure
web site. Your personal information and amount
owed are already filled in for you. You just enter:
• Type of credit card
• Number (no spaces between numbers!)
• Expiration date
• Three-digit security code
Click the NEXT button to review what you entered,
and then the SUBMIT button to finish!
If you have questions, difficulty, or didn't get the
email invoice, please call me at 369-7122.
Members who renew online will have two chances
to win one of two free memberships at the
Installation Dinner on May 21st. Members who pay
by check will have one chance. You need not be
present to win. Many thanks for your help and your
continuing membership.
Linda Hammons,
Membership Treasurer

Special Days in April:
Sexual Assault Awareness Month
National Library Week: 4/7 - 4/13
National Volunteer Week: 4/7 -4/13
Equal Pay Day: 4/2
World Health Day: 4/7
Earth Day: 4/22
Denim Day: 4/24
World Dance Day: 4/29

Bunco Guests from Sacramento,
Houston, and Denver
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Bunco Wrap Up
Another successful Bunco fundraiser is on the
books and the total deposit for the event,
before expenses, is $11,155.00! The committee
is so thankful for all the members who were
willing to embrace change this year for our 8th
bunco event.
When I volunteered to chair this event, I knew
many members would step up to help. What a
great team we had! I am extremely grateful for
the following members who met to make this
event successful. These ladies volunteered time
and resources: Alice Campbell, Sharon Ceresa,
Ginny Pelton, Nanette Green, Linda Hammons,
Terrie Hedden, Nancy Martinez, Linda Sattler,
Suzanne Talbot, and Julie Thompson. Many other
members also provided support; Mary Ann Cox,
for getting the Tech Trek girls to the event;
Kathy Anderson and Rilette Hugo for helping get
the raffle baskets set up, and every special
interest group that provided raffle baskets!
Twenty young ladies from both Lodi and Tokay
High School clubs showed up to help with set up
and clean up! Every member who provided tables
and chairs, we couldn’t have done it without you!
Thank you to every member for buying tickets
and inviting friends/family! We’ll do it again next
year!
Becky Hamner, chair

A fun comparison with previous years:
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019

$4,200
$6,575
$6,412
$6,993
$7,401
$7,306
$8,265
~ $8,305

I’d say that we’re doing
something right!
Congratulations to all
who lead the effort and
thank you to all who
helped pull it off.
Connie During, Editor

~7~

April GAL-livanters
Thursday, April 11th, Pageo’s Lavender Farm, Turlock
Our April trip is a fragrant visit to the Lavender farm in Turlock. We will have a short informational tour
followed by lunch. The Pageo’s gift shop is full of unique products and gifts for your home.
Please view the menu below to see the variety of box lunches of sandwiches and salads to enjoy at the farm. All
lunches include a lavender gift, beverage, and dessert. Sandwiches come with a side salad. Lunches are $20.
Reservations and lunch choice must be sent to Kathy Anderson, 747-0372 or kea44@comcast.net by April 8th.
We will meet in the Safeway parking lot near Jack in the Box at 10 am. Drivers are needed
Submitted by Kathy Anderson

More Bunco Fundraiser Photos
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Welcome New and
Returning
Members:

Amador AAUW Home Tour

Cynthia Bannon
2560 Paradise Dr.
Lodi, CA 95242
Phone: (209) 931-5650
Cell phone: (209) 642-9288
cbannon@sbcglobal.net
University of Utah – B.A. Elementary Ed.
USF – M.A. Counceling & Guidance

Margeaux Webb (Chet)
209 N. Crescent Ave.
Lodi, CA 95240
Phone: (209) 712-4376
Cell: (209) 565-7283
redmolly1024@gmail.com
San Joaquin Delta: AA Music

Maria Elena Serna
801 West Elm
Lodi, CA 95240
Phone: (209) 334-4771
Cell: (209) 327-4244
lena.serna@gmail.com
UOP – B.A. Political Science

Be sure to copy these members into your
2018-2019 Directory.

We invite you and all branch members to our 47th
Annual Home Tour on April 13th in Fiddletown,
California. We have ordered awesome Spring
weather to showcase a perfect Sierra Foothill road
trip to Amador County. We will greatly appreciate
any support you could give us in getting the word
out.
Proceeds from the tour benefit the Amador Branch
scholarship program for local girls and women.
Junior high girls have opportunities to attend Tech
Trek, and scholarships are provided each year at the
community college and upper division levels.
Tickets are available by mail after March 8th. For
more information refer to the attached information
or visit our website:

amador-ca.aauw.net/home-tour
Submitted by Sandi Baracco,
Amador AAUW
Nanette and her two raffle wins!
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April 2019
Calendar of Activities
Thursday, 4/4

Be Informed: 10 am-12 noon at Élise Forbes’ home. The speakers are Becky and Gene Hamner telling us

Monday, 4/8

Les Dames Françaises French Group: 1:30-3 pm at Carolyn Ross’ home; members, please RSVP to
Carolyn. Meetings are the 2nd & 4th Monday. Contact Maija French or Sylvia Mayorga with any
questions.

Wednesday, 4/10

Board Meeting: 3:30 pm at Lodi Library Drummond Room. Board members ― for quorum purposes,
please contact Alice or Carolyn if you are unable to attend.

Thursday, 4/11

On the Move Walking Group: Delta walk east of Stockton. Meet at the Safeway/Target parking lot in front
of Big 5 Sporting Goods at 9:30 am for carpooling White Slough Long Loop, Stockton. RSVP to Nancy
Mellor by April 10th.

Thursday, 4/11

GAL-livanters: Meet at 10 am at the Safeway/Target parking lot in front of Big 5 Sporting Goods to
carpool to Pageo’s Lavender Farm in Turlock. See lunch menu on page #7. Be sure to RSVP to Kathy
Anderson by April 8th for the event and your lunch choice.

Monday, 4/15

Book Group: 10:30 am to 12:30 pm at Lorraine Ramsey-Bower’s home. Please bring a book to share.
Happy reading and please notify Lorraine to let her know you’re coming.

Tuesday, 4/16

General Meeting: Lodi Public Library: 5:30 pm social time; 5:50 pm general meeting; at approximately
6:25 pm, Mona Siegel will share information from her book “Peace on Our Terms: The Global Battle for
Women’s Rights After the First World War. Please try to carpool to the Library.

Monday, 4/22

Les Dames Françaises French Group: 1:30 pm at Christy Reinold’s home; members, please RSVP to
Christy.

Monday, 4/29

Bunco: 7 pm at Donna Swinney’s home; call Donna with inquiries or changes.

about their individual and shared lives in the military service. Please call Margie Gish for further
information.

EQUAL PAY DAY IS COMING UP APRIL 2nd

Equal Pay Day is a symbolic day when women’s earnings
“catch up” to men’s earnings from the previous year. It shows
how far into 2019 women must work to earn what men earned
in 2018. Equal Pay Day 2019 is April 2nd. That day represents
an average of all women compared to all men.
Equal Pay Day for specific groups of women:
•
•
•
•
•

Asian women – March 5th
White women – April 19th
Black women – August 22nd
Native American women – September 23rd
Latino women – November 20th

Now is the time to plan branch activities in recognition of Equal Pay Day on April 2 nd.

