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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE
Alice Campbell & Carolyn Ross, co-presidents
Did I offer peace today?
Did I bring a smile to someone’s face?
Did I say words of healing?
Did I let go of my anger and
resentment?
Did I forgive?
Did I love?
These are the real questions.

In 2019, why not bring more of the benefits of our organization
and the Lodi Branch into your year ahead? Join an interest group
you’ve been thinking about but haven’t reached out to yet, or
maybe start a new Interest group where you can share a talent or
a passion with others?

The funds we raise throughout the year support research, fellowships, and legal advocacy on the
national level, but more immediately, allow us to award college and university scholarships to
deserving young women at our local schools. Interviewing and helping these young scholars is
rewarding work for our Branch’s scholarship committee members. Perhaps you would enjoy joining
them?
As is true in most of life’s endeavors, the benefits you gain are a result of the efforts you put forth. Add
AAUW to your New Year’s Resolutions list: Make this a year of sharing your talents and bringing
greater enrichment into your life. We look forward to a good year ahead and wish each of you a
healthful and joyful 2019.
Alice and Carolyn

GENERAL MEETING TUESDAY

Newsletter
Connie During
(Carolyn Ross, Proof)

The Lodi Branch Cordon is
published nine times a year
August through May by the
Lodi (CA) AAUW Branch.
Submit articles by the 15th of
the month prior to
publication to
duringthestay@att.net.

As the world begins the New Year 2019, we would like to share a
message that may help bring hope, compassion, and unity into
our lives and those of others who our lives touch. Through the
friendships we enjoy as AAUW members and the work we do in
our organization to enrich and empower the lives of women and
girls around the world – we, too, become enriched.

Tech Trek is a wonderful AAUW initiative that reaches out to middle school girls at the time when so
many start losing confidence in their ability to succeed in and enjoy the STEM subjects that will let
them compete in future professional careers. Our Tech Trek committee impacts the future of young
women by selecting and mentoring the girls we sponsor for STEM summer camp.

Treasurer
Julie Thompson

Standing
Committee Rep.
Sally Irizary

January
2019

January 16th, 2018
Lodi Public Library,
201 W. Locust St.
Danielle Munoz works in the Division of Student Affairs as case manager
at CSUS and will speak on the various survival problems currently facing
students.
Social time
General Meeting
Speaker

5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:40 pm

Program Chairs:
S. Spenker, K. Mettler, & E. Wong
Host: Nancy Martinez
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Lodi AAUW Branch
November 20th, 2018
Lodi Public Library
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by
President Alice Campbell at 7:06 pm.
Minutes: It was moved and seconded that the
minutes from the October General Meeting be
approved as presented. Approved
Treasurer’s Report: Julie Thompson reported
$17,778.64 in the general fund and $3,829.72 in
AAUW funds. All banking is now done with F&M
Bank in Lodi.
Membership Treasurer’s Report: Linda
Hammons reported Lodi AAUW now has 102
members.

Lodi AAUW branch has nominated Nancy Mellor.
Congratulations, Nancy, for your hard work and
contributions.
High School Scholarship Applications: Manina
Moles shared that the applications for scholarships
are available on and can be downloaded from our
Lodi AAUW website Deadline for presenting an
application is March 6, 2019.
Tech Trek: Melinda Vargo is asking for committee
members to help choose Middle School campuses
for next year.
Adjourn: the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm by
President Alice Campbell.
Respectfully submitted by,
Claudia Marson, Recording Secretary

Membership Report: No report.
Acknowledgements and Thank-yous: Alice
thanked Grace Bull for providing refreshments.
Alice also acknowledged guests and new members.
OLD BUSINESS

Bunco Fundraiser: Becky Hamner reported on the
November 9th committee meeting.
“Bunco+Baskets=Scholarship” is the theme. Tickets
are $35 apiece (includes a boxed lunch from The
Corner Scone). Each member will be asked to sell at
least two tickets. 240 tickets sold is the goal.
Terrie Hedden talked about the basket raffle. 20
baskets, two from each interest group, is the goal.
The Interest Groups are encouraged to furnish new
items, and prepare, label, and decorate their own
baskets. Julie Thompson suggested the idea of some
silent auction items.
The next Bunco Fundraiser Committee meeting will
be held at 10 am, December 17th at Julie
Thompson’s.
NEW BUSINESS

AAUW California Public Policy Online Survey:
Alice asked members to check their emails for the
Survey sent out on November 6th. It is short, easy
and members are encouraged to participate.
Susan B. Anthony Award Nominee 2018: Julie
Thompson and Linda Hammons announced that our

January 2018, AAUW Program
Lodi Public Library, TUESDAY, January 15th
A 2016 survey of California State University
students revealed that 12% say they’re homeless
and 24 % admit to not having enough money for
food. These are serious obstacles facing students
seeking a college education.
Danielle Munoz will speak at our January 15th
meeting. Ms. Munoz works in the Division of
Student Affairs as case manager at the University of
California, Sacramento. She is quoted as saying
“There is a lot of homelessness – students living in
their car or on a friend’s couch. If their living
situation isn’t working out, moving back in with
their parents isn’t an option, because that would
take them away from Sacramento. Those students
are on my radar, to help them get through school
and out of homelessness.” Munoz also coordinates
Sacramento State’s multidisciplinary Crisis
Intervention Term which meets biweekly and as
needed to identify students who may be at risk
Danielle will speak about college student
homelessness, food insecurity, and mental
behavioral threat issues facing Sacramento State
and other institutions of higher learning. She will
also identify how our community can assist in
seeking solutions to these issues.
Sally & Kathie, Program chairs
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Be Informed
Happy New Year!!! We are off to the

and informative presentations. See you on
Thursday, January 3rd.
Margy Gish, Coordinator

second semester of our Be Informed year,
and we have some interesting programs lined
up for your learning pleasure.
Sheila Dunn contacted Josie Omlin from the
new Senior Living complex located on Harney
Lane near Costco. In January, Josie will
share the features and options that might
make that facility a place to consider in the
future, or to suggest to someone looking for
a simpler living situation. We may also know
people who will be living there.
In February, Jeff Hood will give us an
update on his current role as Director of
Parks and Recreation, as well as what is
happening in Loveable, Livable Lodi. In
addition, Director of the Lodi Boys and Girls
Club, Eddie Cotton, will explain the role of
this organization and the need for new
funding to keep it going.
March has us learning about birds from
Birdman David Yee. Suga has heard his
presentation in the past and recommended
him for our group.
We have a powerhouse couple in April: Becky
and Gene Hamner are going to tell us about
their lives and experiences in the military.
For those of us who don’t know many who
have served, up close and personally, this is
an opportunity to hear what it is really like
to be a part of that massive and vital
organization and to say Thank You!
Be Informed meets the first Thursday of
each new month, 10 am at the home of Élise
Forbes. Everyone is invited and welcome to
attend. We look forward to getting together
and enjoying another series of interesting

Renewed Member
Maurie Jacinto (Keith)
Address:

3711 E. Acampo Rd.
Acampo, CA 95220
Phone:
369-8322
E-mail: acampoj@att.net
UOP – B.A., Liberal Arts; Teaching
Credential

New Member
Kristina Swanson (Jim)
Address:

720 W. Walnut St.
Lodi, CA 95240
Phone:
(916) 588-5801
E-mail: kswan201@gmail.com
Pennsylvania State University –
B.A. American Studies
(Please put their information in your
Directory)
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Public Policy
Women’s Reproductive Health – 2018 Update
by Claire Noonan,
Los Altos-Mountain View AAUW
In 2018, a major obstacle to women’s reproductive
health issues came when a second conservative
supreme court justice was confirmed in October.
Since self-determination of one’s reproductive
health decisions is a high public policy priority for
AAUW members, it is up to members to act to
guarantee equality, individual rights, and social
justice for all.
The election provided further hindrances. Alabama
enacted a version of the “personhood clause” to its
constitution. West Virginia dropped Medicaid
funding to clinics that terminate pregnancies and
assigned 3-10 years of jail for performing or
receiving abortion services. However, the
criminalization of reproductive health rights only
happens if Roe v Wade is overturned.
On November 7 the Trump administration attacked
Affordable Care Act insurers, citing that procedures
(already implemented by ACA) are not adequately
enforced. The procedures specify that any
reproductive services must be displayed separate
from other services on forms subsidized by tax
payer dollars.
In addition, the administration proposed to let some
employers deny contraceptive coverage in their
plans for employees.
In June 2018, Iowa’s governor signed off on a
measure that prohibits termination of a pregnancy
when the heartbeat of the fetus is detected. The law
is now in the courts.

On the positive side, a March 2018 study
determined that, unlike the 34 states that only allow
a physician to perform pregnancy termination,
clinicians like mid-wives, nurse practitioners, and
physician’s assistants can perform the services just
as well.
70% of November voters don’t want to overturn
Roe v Wade, and the House of Representatives has
flipped, including more than 100 seats to women,
mostly liberal or progressive on women’s health
issues, who agree that fixing problems with ACA is
a major focus.
From Archana Maniar
AAUW-CA Public Policy Committee Member

Festival of Trees
Many thanks to the ladies who worked on our tree
for the Festival of Trees. The tree looked great with
all the little books and best sellers created by
Carolyn Ross. The show-stopper was Carolyn’s tree
topper with the little angle bear reading on a cloud.
If you are interested, go out to Micke Grove and
take a look at our AAUW tree. We will probably not
take the tree down until Jan. 7th or 8th; if you’d like
to help, please let me know which day is better for
you.
Remember, you are always welcome to join us next
year. We have a good time, and this is not a huge
commitment.
Leigh Ramsey, Committee chair

In July 2018, SCOTUS (Supreme Court of The
United States) decided against California’s FACT
(Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions) Act and for
the National Institute of Family and Life Advocates
(NIFLA), saying the CA law targeted the speaker
rather than free speech. Prior to that decision
medical clinics had signs saying other options are
available and where. Unlicensed facilities had to
have literature telling how to find licensed medical
reproductive services.
Connie During, Grace Bull, Carolyn Ross, Leigh
Ramsey, Roberta Williams, Sally Spenker
Tree Theme: “Reading Plants Seeds for the Future”
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Holiday Party
Thanks, thanks, and more thanks go to all of you
who attended the AAUW Holiday Party on
December 7th at the gorgeously decorated and
spacious home of Connie and Kent During.
It was a great way to kick off the holiday season. A
good time was had by all, and the appetizers and
desserts were delicious. The gift exchange was a hit
with many fun and unique gifts up for grabs.
We raised $480 for AAUW scholarship funds
thanks to the generosity of all the attendees.
Special thanks also go to Suzanne Talbot, my cochair and the clean-up volunteers Becky Hamner,
Donna Swinney, Carolyn Ross, and Alice
Campbell.
Sharon Ceresa, Holiday Party Co-Chair

On the Move Walkers
January will be the one year
anniversary of our group. This
past year, we’ve walked some
fun and interesting locations.
This month, we’ve changed
the date of the walk from January 10th to
the 24th to accommodate more walkers. We
will meet for carpooling at the Safeway
parking lot on Kettleman Lane (closer to
Jack in the Box) at 0930 am for a walk start
of 10 am. January’s walk will be on the levee

near Buckley Cove in Stockton. There is no
shade, so please bring a cap or hat. Also
bring your water bottle, a snack, and some
ID “just in case”. RSVP to me by the 23rd,
but address general querries to Nancy
Mellor.
In December, we had a delightful walk that
started out with dinner at La Trattoria
Bohemia (Czech-Italian) restaurant in
Sacramento. Following dinner, we walked
~7000 steps around the Fabulous Forties to
see their neighborhood Christmas light
display. We had a great time.
Connie During, Walker

January’s Flower
Though this cold &
gloomy season seems
like an unlikely time
for flowers to bloom,
nature has designed
flowers that love the
extreme weather. The flower associated with
January is the carnation, which is said to
symbolize love, fascination, and distinction.

-6-

“Bunco+Baskets=Scholarship”
Bunco Fundraiser 2019
Bunco Fundraiser Update
The Bunco fundraiser committee has met once and
will meet again on December 17th. Members should
know the following:
• Date of Bunco Fundraiser – March 9th
• Place – Vinewood Community Church Hall
• Time – 12:30-3:00
• Tickets – $35 (each member will be expected to
sell at least 2 tickets)
• Lunch will be provided by Corner Scone
• Each Special Interest group is expected to
provide 1-2 raffle prizes (the baskets or
containers will be delivered ready for the
fundraiser at the hall on the day of event.) There
will be no central committee to collect and wrap
baskets, or containers. Each group will be
responsible for this. Questions about this should
be directed to Terrie Hedden.
• Our goal is to sell 240 tickets for this event
• No pods
• Cash prizes
• Tickets will be distributed at the January
meeting. Tickets will be mailed to those not at
the meeting.
We will still need to borrow card tables and some
chairs from members. We are working on an easy
way for delivery and pickup of items from
members. If you provide a table, you do not need to
be concerned about any decorating since there will
be no pods.
Please remember that this is our only fundraiser for
our scholarships and TechTrek camp.
Thank you for your support for this important
event!
Becky Hamner,
Bunco Fundraiser Committee Chair

Scholarships
Our scholarship application is now available on the
website at www.aauwlodi.org. If you know of any
seniors with a 3.5 GPA or above, please encourage
them to apply. We award a $1000 scholarship to
one senior at each of the four LUSD High Schools.
The application must be returned to the Scholarship
Coordinator at their high school; the deadline is
March 6th. If you are interested in being a reader for
the scholarship committee, please let me know.
Manina Moles, Scholarship Chair
369-8182
molehole5@sbcglobal.net

GAL-livanters
On November 29th the GAL-livantars visited the
Coldani olive oil facility on Thornton Road. Our
original plans were rained out, but this was a
fantastic last-minute substitute. Four members
watched a very interesting video about the
harvesting of the olives and the production line of
the operation. Many interesting questions were
asked and answered about the olive oil industry,
both locally and internationally. We were able to
sample, and purchase, many of the olive oils and
balsamic vinegars that are sold at the facility.
After our visit we stopped for lunch at Philips
Farms; some of us went on to a movie in Lodi. Not
bad for a rainy day!
The January outing will be a local movie and lunch.
Members will be notified once the movie schedule
is available. Watch for emails.
Becky Hamner & Christy Reinold

-7-

LAF Update
For those who were not able to attend our
November meeting and hear our speaker, Alicia
Hetman, it is safe to say that you missed a very
informative presentation on the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF). The donations that were received that
evening surpassed any of our past soup supper
fundraiser events. I have a feeling that hearing from
Ms. Hetman about the various cases that the LAF
has supported was an inspiration and motivated all
of us to want to contribute to this important fund. I
know I learned a lot. As an update to one of the
cases that is probably most familiar to our members,
the Rizo v Fresno Unified, Ms. Hetman forwarded
the following email from Ms. Rizo:
“As many of you know my 6+ years journey for
equality is not over. This past September my
former employer, Fresno Co. Superintendent of
Schools, Jim Yovino with the help of Jones Day
law firm (the same firm that represented
Goodyear against Lilly Ledbetter), appealed my
case to the Supreme Court. On December 7th the
justices will vote whether to take my case or
allow the 9th Circuit decision to stand and
remand it to trial, finally, the pay equity of
women across the nation is at risk.”
As of today, I have not been able to find out if the
SCOTUS will hear this case. According to Ms.
Hetman it will be better if the 9th Circuit decision
stands. If the SCOTUS takes the case the 9th
decision will probably be overturned, and it will be
a 5-4 split to protect Fresno Co. Schools. If this
does go to the SCOTUS, LAF will be asked for
more help.
Thank you again to all of our members who so
generously donated to support LAF. According to
Julie Thompson, our treasurer, a check for $700 was
forwarded to the LAF in Washington, DC.
Becky Hamner, LAF Chair

Lilly Ledbetter (center) at
the signing of the Fair Pay
Act of 2009

Submitted by Linda Hammons

Pictures from the Christmas Munch
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AAUW
Birthday
Club
Home
Tour Before
the Brunch

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL !!!
(It’s Tax Deductible)

JANUARY 8 MELINDA VARGO
FAMOUS WOMEN BORN ON THIS DAY
Emily Balch (1867-1961)  won the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1946. She was a labor reformer.

JANUARY 11 MANINA MOLES
HIGHLIGHTS IN U.S. WOMAN’S HISTORY
Amelia Earhart made the first solo flight from Hawaii to
North America.

JANUARY 15 PAT HILL
JOANNE KOENIG
FAMOUS WOMEN BORN ON THIS DAY
Irene Kuhn (1898-1995)  a journalist who when
working for Hearst News Service “scooped” the world
when a tidal wave hit Honolulu in 1923 (just three days
before delivering her baby). She worked on Thomas
Dewey’s campaign and penned a conservative nationally
syndicated column for nearly 25 years.

Susan B. Anthony Award
Nominee
This year’s nominee is
Nancy Mellor. Nancy is a
born community volunteer.
She goes where she sees a
need, and she gives all her
time, talent, enthusiasm and
expertise to everything she
does.
Professionally, she was a teacher for years, but the
category she chose for the Susan B. Anthony
Women of Achievement Award is community
service. She has established educational programs
for immigrant children, guided high school seniors
through college applications and essays, provided
homes for immigrants in need, increased the
fundraising and community programs in both the
performing and fine arts, as well as played principle
roles in the Breakthrough Project and AAUW. The
winners will be announced in January, and the
awards dinner is in February. I will let the
membership know via email about dinner details
when I get them.
Julie Thompson

Please add your name to the AAUW Birthday Club in
honor of your birthday. By joining, you are helping to
support the continuing education of women (Educational
Opportunities Fund) #4336, the field of research
(Eleanor Roosevelt Fund) # 9170,
or starting this year, LAF.
REMEMBER…BIRTHDAYS ARE GOOD FOR
YOU…THE MORE YOU HAVE THE LONGER
YOU LIVE!
Thank you,
Sally Irizary and Joanne Cobb,
EF Co-chairs

Give Yourselves a Pat!
I am pleased to report that our membership really
outdid themselves this year with donations to the
Educational Fund (EF), better known as the
"Birthday Club," and the Legal Advocacy Fund
(LAF). Because of everyone’s generosity, we were
able to contribute $3,000 to EF and $700 to LAF.
Julie Thompson, Treasurer
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Those we hold closest to our hearts never truly leave us.
They live on in the kindness they have shared and the
love they brought into our lives. Our Condolences to
Margie Paulsen on the death of her husband, Fred.
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January 2019
Calendar of Activities
Thursday, 1/3

Be Informed: 10 am–12 noon at Élise Forbes’ home. Josie Omlin from the new Senior Living complex
located on Harney Lane near Costco will share the features and options that might make that a place to
consider in the future. Contact Margie Gish for further information.

Wednesday, 1/9

Board Meeting: 3:30 pm at Lodi Public Library, Drummond Rm; Board members― for quorum
purposes, please contact Alice or Carolyn if unable to attend.

Monday, 1/14

Les Dames Françaises French Group: Will meet at Maija French’s home. Meetings are typically the
2nd and 4th Mondays from 1:30 – 3 pm. PLEASE NOTE NEW MEETING TIME. For additional info call
Sylvia Mayorga or Maija French.

Tuesday, 1/15

General Meeting: Lodi Public Library, Community Room 5:30 pm social time; 6 pm business meeting;
6:45 pm speaker. Please carpool as much as possible. Danielle Munoz will speak about college student
homelessness, food insecurity, and mental behavioral threat issues facing Sacramento State and other
institutions of higher learning.

Monday, 1/21

Book Group: 10:30 am at Suga Moriwaki's home. Bring a book you are currently reading or one you
have enjoyed enough to share. We are a relaxed group and welcome newcomers. Questions: call or email
Leigh Ramsey.

Thursday, 1/24

On the Move Walkers: Will meet for carpooling at the Safeway parking lot on Kettleman, closer to Jack
in the Box at 0930 am for a 10 am for a walk on the Levee at Buckley Cove, Stockton. NOTE THE DATE
CHANGE! Bring your cell phone, some kind of ID, a hat/cap, and a snack. RSVP by 1/23 to Connie
During, but contact Nancy Mellor with any general questions.

Monday, 1/28

Les Dames Françaises French Group: Will meet at Shara Guerrette’s home. REMEMBER NEW
START TIME of 1:30 pm.

Monday, 1/28

Bunco: 7 pm at Kathy Anderson’s home; call Kathy with inquiries or participant changes.
GAL-livanters and Girls Night Out members will be notified of January activities via email.

2018 Christmas
Munch
2018 GAL-livanter’s
Christmas
Munch

