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Hello to all our AAUW fall-season sisters. Halloween is just around the corner. Be sure to watch out 

for the little ones trick-or-treating on Thursday, October 31st. They can be cute and yet very forgetful 

when crossing the street. Everyone needs to be especially careful. 

 

At our last general meeting, Cheri Greven, Public Affairs Director for Planned Parenthood Mira Monte, 

was a fantastic guest. She was both knowledgeable and a skilled presenter. Her talk was very informa-

tional on the wide range of services that Planned Parenthood provides. What really surprised many of 

us was learning about the number of men that Planned Parenthood handles as patients. Also, we 

learned how Planned Parenthood functions as the sole health center for many people who cannot af-

ford regular doctor visits.  

This presentation helped focus on two important AAUW goals and public policy issues: Self-

determination of one’s reproductive health decisions; and increased access to quality, affordable health 

care and family planning services. Many thanks to Elena Wong and Sue Pixler for a job well done. 

 

Suzanne Talbot, Nancy Martinez, and Becky Greider did a great job hosting their membership social for 

new and prospective members. Our AAUW Lodi Branch is now at 100 members. Please continue your 

efforts toward inviting your friends and colleagues to join our organization. 

 

CHANGE OF MEETINGS. Starting with our January 21, 2020 general meeting, we will begin meeting at 

the Woodbridge Greens clubhouse instead of the Lodi Public Library. Please note the change. We will 

discuss the reason for the change at the next general meeting and announce it in our newsletter. 
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Submit copy by the 15th of the month prior to publication to: nancymelloraauw@gmail.com 

 

PAY INEQUITY 

Mariko Yoshiharo  
Policy Director and Legislative Counsel for CA Lawyers Association 

mailto:nancymelloraauw@gmail.com


Call to Order:  President Carolyn Ross called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. in the 

Community Room of the Lodi Public Library.  She thanked the hostesses for the evening.  

The minutes of the September 17, 2019, General Meeting were approved as printed in 

the October Newsletter by the membership present. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Julie Thompson reported a balance of $18,055.24 in the General 

Fund and a balance of $2614.72 in the AAUW Fund. 

Membership Report:  Suzanne Talbot reported that the next new members’ event will 

be in March 2020. 

Membership Treasurer’s Report: There are currently 100 members in Lodi AAUW 

Branch. 

Program Report:  Alice Campbell reported November is LAF (Legal Advocacy Fund) 

month. The guest speaker’s topic for the evening will be “Pay Equity.”  Alice reminded 

members that Lodi AAUW is responsible to donate to LAF, so members should bring a 

donation they consider appropriate. 

Old Business: Julie Thompson has been selected as our nominee for the 2020 Susan B. 

Anthony Award.  Congratulations, Julie!  The award banquet will be February 15, 

2020. 

Becky Hamner reported on the Bunco Fundraiser. Tickets are available this evening. In-

terest groups are responsible to supply raffle baskets at $100.00 value each; individuals 

are welcome to donate baskets also. Bon Appetit will provide sack lunches. The Bunco 

committee will meet November 18, 2019. 

New Business:  Two new chairpersons are needed for the December 6, 2019, Holiday 

Party.  The event will be held at Linda Sattler’s home. 

The Christmas Munch is scheduled for Friday, December 13, 2019, from 9:30-12:30 at 

Woodbridge Greens.  It will include a tour of three homes decorated for the Holidays 

and brunch in the Clubhouse. 

Beginning with the January general meeting, our new meeting location will be the Wood-

bridge Greens Clubhouse.  

Nancy Mellor encouraged members to be sure to read future newsletters as each will 

contain a contest and/or surprise!  She also encouraged members to think about the pos-

sibility of a parade in Lodi to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Anniversary Women’s 

Suffrage. 

Announcements:  Beck Hamner announced Lodi Unified School District may sponsor 

an art contest to celebrate the Women’s Suffrage Centennial.  

Adjournment:  Carolyn Ross adjourned the meeting at 6:39 p.m. 
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MARIKO YOSHIHARA TO SPEAK AT LAF FUNDRAISER    Submitted by Alice Campbell, LAF Chair 

The annual LAF (Legal Advocacy Fund) fundraiser will be held at the November 19 General Meeting. There will be a basket 

near the entrance to the room to collect cash/check donations. I encourage all of you to support the fundraiser, which is a yearly 

obligation of our branch. Thank you in advance. 

We are fortunate to have an outstanding young woman who will speak to us about pay inequity. Mariko Yoshihara has been the 

Policy Director and Legislative Counsel for the California Employment Lawyers Association since 2010.  In her role, she leads and 

organizes legislative efforts to strengthen workers’ rights in California. Last year, she helped pass comprehensive sexual harass-

ment reform measures, giving California the strongest sexual harassment laws in the nation.  She also helped draft and pass the 

landmark Fair Pay Act in 2015 and the New Parent Leave Act in 2018, giving 2.7 million more workers the right to take job-

protected parental leave. Before joining CELA, Mariko interned for the Assembly Labor and Employment Committee, analyzing 

labor and employment law bills for the California state legislature. She also worked for Assembly Member Swanson and Assembly 

Member Fuentes as a legislative aide. Mariko graduated cum laude from UC Hastings College of the Law and summa cum laude 

from San Jose State University where she also played Division I soccer. In her spare time, Mariko likes to cook, travel, run and 

play soccer. She was also the founding board chair of a new non-profit in Sacramento, the Center for Workers’ Rights. 

Do you read the 

newsletter from first 

word to last?  Then you 

will have success finding 

the hint about the 

November Newsletter 

Prize.  Read on! 

If you want to be impressed, you need to hear our recent speaker for Be Informed.  Kristina Swanson is the newish 

Executive Director/CEO of the San Joaquin County Historical Society & Museum, and she has an exciting plan to 

share. As a newcomer to the area via Pennsylvania and Sacramento, she apparently saw a project with a lot of poten-

tial, and she is laser-focused on making it happen. A Five Year Plan, as well as an Interpretive Plan, include every possi-

ble facet of this 18-acre museum with numerous buildings in various conditions. They include logistics, outreach, ac-

cessibility, surveys, security concerns, fees, inventory, fiscal issues, and more.   
 

Kristina’s comprehensive knowledge included the fact that the facility’s largest attendance is in December, which fea-

tures the Christmas trees, including one decorated each year by our AAUW group.  Coming up in the next year is a 

focus on the political process for elections in the U.S.  Also on the calendar will be a focus on Pollinators (bees, but-

terflies, and insects) important to agriculture in our area, and a highlight of Prominent Women in San Joaquin County.   

Adding to the excitement of what is in store for the museum, is the realization that this more-than-competent, orga-

nized, and energetic museum director is also a new member of AAUW!  We are certainly proud to have Kristina in 

our organization, and look forward to getting to know her in the coming years, as she executes her new responsibili-

ties and opportunities. 
 

Our BE INFORMED November speaker will be an oldie (since he is a return speaker) and a goody, Dr. Gene 

Bigler. He will be talking to us about the country’s revisions in global policy, including major changes in trade, nuclear 

weapons, and climate change. This is NOT meant to be political; the intent is to educate.  Since Dr. Bigler’s forte has 

been in the area of U.S. diplomacy, he is in a good position to share this knowledge with us. He has also been a Pro-

fessor of International Studies, and a frequent contributor to the OLLIE program from UOP. 

BE INFORMED                                          Submitted by Margy Gish, Coordinator 

NEW MEMBERS’ MEETING      Submitted by Becky Greider, Membership Chair 

 

New members Pamela Cooney, Bobbie Landau, and Betty Carlson were 

welcomed at the New Members’ Meeting held on Oct. 1, 2019 at Parkview 

Terrance.  All three women already have a history with AAUW. Pam and 

Bobbie are also members of the Stockton branch, and Betty’s mother was 

a long-time member of AAUW. Our next New Members’ Meeting will be 

in the spring. Welcome Pam, Bobbie, and Betty! 
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MEET NEW MEMBERS,  MARGEAUX WEBB AND PAT BROWNING                                           

Submitted by Becky Greider, Membership Chair              

Meet Pat Browning who 

joined AAUW last year. Pat was 

born in Chicago, but now she’s 

a long-time Lodi resident. She 

taught in Lodi Unified School 

District for 35 years. Her de-

gree in Psychology was especial-

ly helpful teaching pre-school, 

6th grade, and reading interven-

tion. Her expertise in reading 

intervention still keeps her busy 

today as a retired teacher who 

substitutes for LUSD.  
 

Pat has two daughters and three grandsons. She loves 

being a grandma and enjoys spending time with her fami-

ly taking them to baseball games, Disneyland, and Mexi-

co. She’s a big fan of the Stockton Ports and the San 

Francisco Giants.  
 

She likes to quilt in her spare time, making quilts for 

family and friends. Several of her quilts have been en-

tered in the Grape Festival. She receives so many re-

quests for quilts that it has become a part-time business.  
 

Gardening and going to the theater with friends are her 

other passions in life. She’s an avid theater goer in Sac-

ramento, Stockton, the foothills, and the Bay Area.  

 

 
- 

 

Meet Margeaux Webb who 

joined AAUW last year. She was 

raised in the Silicon Valley, but 

now calls Lodi her home. She has 

many talents. Margeaux was a 

writer, editor and photographer 

for the Tracy Press. She worked 

on special editions for the newspa-

per, including the 100th anniversary 

edition. She especially enjoyed in-

terviewing and researching the 

history of Tracy.  
 

Margeaux met her husband Chet, a long-time Lodian and 

retired from AAA, at a Kiwanis meeting. She and her hus-

band currently own a pool cleaning company called Pool-

Aide Pool Service. They also perform together as Margeaux 

and the Professor at many local events. She sings and plays 

the guitar, and has been a professional musician since she 

was 19 years old.  
 

She has interests in interior design and photography. Also, 

she is very active politically as the president of the GLAD 

(Greater Lodi Area Democrats) club.  
 

Margeaux has been approached to join AAUW in different 

communities where she lived. Linda Hammons invited her 

to join the Lodi branch and Margeaux hasn’t wasted any 

time becoming involved. She is on the standing committee 

for Public Policy. 

DIRECTORY CHANGES AND UPDATES                          Please attach to your directory 

New Member 

Pamela Cooney 

Address   2054 Snowbird Dr 

  Lodi, CA 95242 

Phone 209-310-2979 

Cell   209-609-6926 

Email earthfriend@hotmail.com 

 

CHANGE OF TELEPHONE NUMBER 

Maria Elena Serna 

Please delete home number from 

directory.  Use her cell phone 

number instead.: 

209-327-4244. 
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Birthday Club 

Submitted by  

Joanne Cobb and Sally Irizary, EF Chairs 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL!\ 

NOVEMBER 1 LINDA HAMMONS 

FAMOUS WOMAN BORN ON THIS DAY 

Mary Nutting (1858-1948) Mary was the first nurse 

appointed to a University. 
 

NOVEMBER 3 SHEILA DUNN 

FAMOUS WOMAN BORN ON THIS DAY 

Judith Foster (1840-1910) Judith was the first woman 

to practice law in Iowa. 

 

NOVEMBER 8 KATHY ANDRADE 

FAMOUS WOMAN BORN ON THIS DAY 

Katharine Hepburn (1909-2006) Katharine was a 

stage and film actor and received awards for “Guess 

Who’s Coming to Dinner” in 1967 and “On Golden 

Pond” in 1981. 
 

NOVEMBER 29 LORRAINE RAMSEY-BOWERS 

FAMOUS WOMAN BORN ON THIS DAY 

Nellie Taylor Ross (1876-1977) Nellie was the first 

woman governor of Wyoming from 1925-1927. 
 

NOVEMBER 30 AUDREY CHURCHILL 

FAMOUS WOMAN BORN ON THIS DAY 

Shirley Chisholm (1924-2005) Shirley was the first 

black woman to be elected to Congress and served 

seven terms from 1969 to 1983. 
 

REMEMBER…BIRTHDAYS ARE GOOD FOR YOU 

THE MORE YOU HAVE THE LONGER YOU LIVE! 

 

Chrysanthemums  

are November’s 

birth flowers.  

Their bright col-

ors represent     

perseverance! 

ON THE MOVE WALKERS 
Submitted by Nancy Mellor 

 

You are invited to join the Walkers for a brisk walk and/or 

a leisurely stroll on the scenic University of the Pacific cam-

pus!  We will meet at the parking lot at Big 5 on Kettleman 

Lane, figure out carpooling, and then head off for a morning 

of walking, talking, and getting to know one another better.  

Come join us!  Here are the details: 

Date:  Thursday, November 14 

Time and place:  9:30 am at Big 5 

Destination:  UOP campus;  probably lunch after 

Bring:  water, a hat, and your own snack 

Call Nancy Mellor at 747-3452 by 11/13 if you’re coming. 

Congratulations to our member, Julie Thompson, 

who was nominated by the Lodi AAUW board as 

an applicant for the Susan B Anthony Award.  Ap-

plications for the award are due in December and 

results will be known in January.  Way to go, Julie!  

TEXTILE ARTISTS 

Submitted by Kathy Anderson 

Our next project will be a yoyo tree.  This adorable deco-

ration can be made for any holiday depending on the fabric 

you choose.  You can bring your own yoyos, or if you have 

never made a fabric yoyo, you will have the opportunity to 

learn.   

Supplies needed:   

50 fabric yoyos: 3-1/2 inch circles 

One 12 inch Styrofoam tree 

Matching thread and a needle 

Decorative head straight pins 

If you want to learn to make yoyos on 

your own, go to Fabric Yoyos—How to 

make a fabric yoyo—the DIY dish. 

Please RSVP to Kathy Anderson, kea444@comcast.net or 

209-747-0372. 



 Lodi Branch November Calendar 
6 

EVENT    DATE   INFORMATION 

Be Informed   Thursday, Nov 7 10:00 am at Elise Forbes’ home; see page 3  

Toutes Les Choses Françaises Monday, Nov 11 1:30 pm at Phi Stillwell’s home  

Textile Artists   Wednesday, Nov 13 10:00 am at Kathy Anderson’s home; see page 5 

AAUW Board Meeting  Wednesday, Nov 13   3:30 pm at Lodi Public Library, Drummond Room 

On the Move Walkers  Thursday, Nov 14 9:30 am UOP Campus. Carpool at Big 5; see page 5 

GAL-Livanters   Wednesday, Nov 14 Evening; Sandhill Crane Tour and Dinner 

Book Group   Monday, Nov 18 10:30 am; Susan Wyckoff’s home 

General Meeting  Tuesday, Nov 19 5:30 pm at Lodi Public Library; see page 1 

Bunco    Monday, Nov 25 7:00 pm at Elise Forbes’ home 

COMMUNITY EVENTS OF INTEREST TO LODI  AAUW 

AAUW Stockton’s 68th Annual Home Tour will be held on Sunday, November 3, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Tickets 

for $35 are available for purchase beginning October 1 in Lodi at Sheri’s Sonshine Nutrition Center. Tickets are $40 on 

the day of the tour and will be available only at the Brookside Club House, 3538 Brookview Drive. 

AAUW Newsletter Contest Prize deadline is Friday, November 15.  To enter, text or leave a voicemail at 747-3452 

with your name and the message “I read the newsletter.”  A winner will be chosen at the November General Meeting.  

You need not be present to win. 

League of Women Voters of San Joaquin County will host their next meting at 10:30 am on Saturday, Novem-

ber 16 at Zion Lutheran Church, 808 Porter Avenue, Stockton.  Topic will be Gun Violence. RSVP to 

LWVSJC@gmail.com. 

Grape Bowl Classic Band Review Field Show and Jazz on Saturday, November 2.  Street event begins at 8 am; 

field show begins at 4 pm on North Stockton Street, Lodi. 

Valley Community Orchestra will present a concert on Sunday, November 17 at the First Congregational Chris-

tian Church, located at the corner of Hutchins and Tokay in Lodi.  Time:  7:00 pm.  Free admission.  Several residents of 

Lodi play in this local, community orchestra. 

  
 Churchill-Chandler Walnuts for Sale  $5/lb; 2 bag minimum.  Call Audrey Churchill at 209-609-8284 to order. 

Girls Hight Out Photo by Linda Sattler  Photo by Nancy Mellor 




