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Open vs Closed Carriers?

Which is the best option for you?

When it comes to transporting your vehicle, one of the key decisions you’ll face is choosing between 

open and closed carriers. Both methods have their pros and cons, and understanding the differences 
can help you make the best decision for your vehicle’s transport needs. Let’s break down the key 

factors to consider when deciding which type of carrier is right for you.

Open Carriers: The Most Common and Cost-Effective Option

Open carriers are the most commonly used method for transporting vehicles, especially for standard 
cars and trucks. These carriers are typically large, flatbed trailers that transport multiple vehicles at a 

time. The vehicles are securely fastened on the open trailer, exposed to the elements throughout the 
journey.

Pros of Open Carriers:

Cost-Effective: Open carriers are generally less expensive than closed carriers because they 
can carry multiple vehicles at once, allowing for shared costs among customers.
Faster Transit Times: Since open carriers are more commonly used and typically more readily 
available, they may offer faster pick-up and delivery times.
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Wide Availability: Most vehicle transport companies, including KATS, offer open carrier 
services, making them a convenient option.

Cons of Open Carriers:

Exposure to the Elements: The most obvious downside is that your vehicle will be exposed to 
weather conditions such as rain, snow, dust, or debris during transit. While cars are generally 
built to handle the elements, this may not be ideal for high-end or specialty vehicles.
Less Protection: Open carriers offer less protection from road hazards, such as rocks or gravel, 
that could cause potential damage to the vehicle’s exterior.

Closed Carriers: Added Protection for Your Vehicle

Closed carriers, on the other hand, are fully enclosed trailers designed to provide maximum 
protection for your vehicle. These trailers shield the car from the elements, road debris, and other 

potential risks during transport, making them the preferred option for luxury, classic, or high-value 
vehicles.

Pros of Closed Carriers:

Maximum Protection: Closed carriers offer full protection from weather, debris, and road 
hazards, making them the safest option for valuable, rare, or high-end vehicles.
Peace of Mind: If you’re transporting a luxury car, vintage model, or sports car, the added 
protection can give you peace of mind knowing your vehicle is shielded from any potential 
damage.
Ideal for Specialty Vehicles: Closed carriers are often the preferred choice for transporting 
motorcycles, RVs, boats, or other specialty vehicles that require extra protection.

Cons of Closed Carriers:

Higher Cost: Because of the added protection and specialized equipment, closed carriers are 
generally more expensive than open carriers.
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Limited Capacity: Closed carriers typically transport fewer vehicles than open carriers, meaning 
they may not be as widely available and can have longer wait times for scheduling.
Potentially Longer Transit Times: Due to fewer available carriers and the additional care 
required for handling specialty vehicles, closed transport may result in slightly longer transit 
times.

Which Option Is Right for You?

Choosing between open and closed carriers depends on several factors, including the type of vehicle 
you’re transporting, your budget, and your level of concern about protection during transport.

If you're transporting a standard vehicle (e.g., a sedan or SUV), an open carrier is usually the 
most cost-effective and convenient option.
If you have a high-end or classic vehicle, a closed carrier provides the added protection and 
peace of mind that your valuable investment is shielded from weather, debris, and road 
conditions.
If you’re moving a specialty vehicle (e.g., motorcycle, RV, or boat), a closed carrier may be 
the better choice to ensure your vehicle arrives safely.

Conclusion

At KATS, we understand that vehicle transport is a big decision, and we’re here to help you choose 

the best option based on your needs. Whether you opt for an open or closed carrier, both options 
offer reliable and secure transport for your vehicle. If you need more guidance on which carrier is 

right for you, feel free to reach out to our team for a personalized recommendation.

Let us handle your vehicle transport with care, whether you prefer the cost-effective solution of open 
transport or the added protection of closed carriers. Contact KATS today to get started on your 

vehicle transport journey!

www.katransportationservices.com | 2501 Mayes Rd Suite 100 Carrollton, TX 75006 | +214-534-6266


