“Devotion to the Heart of Jesus:
St. Margaret Mary & the Promises of the Sacred Heart”

Thursday, September 4th at 7pm
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church
102 Andrews Place., Swannanoa
Seats are limited, sign-up today with Flocknote or call the office at 828-686-8833!

Dr. Timothy O’Donnell

Dr. Timothy O’Donnell is the President Emeritus of Christendom College. He received his early education at
Loyola Marymount in Los Angeles, California, where he earned B.A. degrees in Philosophy and History and
an M.A. in Church History. He later became the first layman to receive a doctorate in Ascetical and Mystical
Theology from the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome (Angelicum). Following his studies,
he joined Christendom College as a professor in 1986, later becoming the college’s third president in 1992
— arole he would hold until 2024.

Under his leadership, the college established two international study abroad opportunities in Rome and
Ireland, expanded the campus with new buildings, including Christ the King Chapel, St. John the Evangelist
Library, St. Louis the Crusader Gymnasium, St. Lawrence Commons, and several residence halls, and helped
grow the college’s endowment from $200,000 to over $28 million while adhering to its commitment of no
government funding. Additionally, during his tenure, undergraduate student enroliment increased more
than 3 % times from 144 to nearly 550. Further under his leadership, Christendom College merged with the
Notre Dame Institute to form the Christendom College Graduate School of Theology, expanding its offerings
to graduate-level theological and catechetical programs.

In 2002, Dr. O’Donnell was appointed a consultor to the Pontifical Council for the Family by Pope John Paul
Il. He is a Knight Grand Cross of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem and is a member of
many other organizations, including the Catholic Academy of Sciences and The Fellowship of Catholic
Scholars. He is also on the Board of Advisors for the Institute on Religious Life, the Cardinal Newman
Society, and the Institute of Catholic Culture. He received the Cardinal Newman Society Award for
“Excellence in Catholic Higher Education,” in addition to the 2012 Bowie Kuhn Special Award for
Evangelization from Legatus.

Dr. O’Donnell is the author of Heart of the Redeemer, a theological investigation and spiritual guide to the
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and Swords Around the Cross, a historical investigation of a crucial
period in the history of Catholic Ireland. He is a frequent lecturer for EWTN, producing numerous programs
of theological and historical interest.

In 2025, Dr. O’Donnell was honored by Pope Leo XIV with the Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, one of the
highest honors the Holy See grants to clergy and laity, in recognition for his decades of distinguished service
to the Catholic Church.

Dr. O’Donnell and his wife, Catherine, reside in Stephens City, Virginia.



