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Show Notes

Kiss The Stormy Sky" originated from a question posed by
Elder Maria Montejo during my participation in her
workshop, Indigenous 101, at Dodem Kanosha, where I
sought to learn the intricacies of delivering a land
acknowledgment.

Elder Maria's inquiry, "find out where you are indigenous
to," prompted an exploration into my own family history,
leading me to uncover the narrative of my great great
grandfather, Henry Eilers - a German who traversed the
tumultuous landscapes of Russia during the Russian
Revolution. His journey, intertwined with the shadows of
the Nazi regime, eventually culminated in my grandparents
seeking refuge in Canada, arriving in Halifax on July 1,
1950. Their story, like many others, echoes the resilience
of settlers and acknowledges our debt to the Indigenous
custodians of this land.

Driven by a desire for introspection, I embarked on a
personal journey to understand the twists and turns of my
own life and to unravel the reasons behind my delayed
self-acceptance. "Kiss The Stormy Sky" emerged as a
platform for connection, a space to share, be
acknowledged, and understood.



The mysteries surrounding my ancestors continue to
beckon, particularly through the detailed journals left by
my great great grandfather, Henry Eilers. These chronicles
offer insights into his experiences as a gardener employed
by Czars in late 19th-century Russia, detailing his rise to
wealth and subsequent loss during the Russian
Revolution. The echoes of his story resonate through
subsequent generations, including my grandfather Alfred,
who managed the family business, Eilers Blumen, in the
1940s, until it was abandoned during the Nazi regime.
Their narratives, though grand and dramatic, have left an
indelible mark on my life, shaping the exploration depicted
in this show.

As I grappled with understanding my gender identity, my
therapist encouraged experimentation. This included
rekindling my childhood love of dress-up and then as an
adult exploring how I could appear as masculine or
feminine as possible. Through exploring expressions of
masculinity and femininity, I discovered the limitations of
binary definitions and embraced the fluidity of my non-
binary identity. This playful exploration of personas and
attire has woven itself into the fabric of "Kiss The Stormy
Sky."



Take a deep
breath.

Get quiet. This is a place for you. 
To reflect. To feel. To be you. 

When you think about your own
identity, gender and sexuality,

what are the first things that
come up for you?



When you reflect on your
identity and what makes you,

what do you hear? 

Is it your voice? Or someone
else’s? 

Whose voice have you been
listening to?



“As a genderqueer, the
underrepresentation of trans folx in
dance, specifically those who have
been assigned female at birth has

been a major roadblock for me.

Kiss The Stormy Sky is my origin
story and my hope is that it sparks

conversation around our past, to
understand how we got to our present

so we can intentionally create our
futures.”

Sid Ryan Eilers
creator & performer



Are there points of yourself
that have been silenced? 

What do these parts of you
have to say? 

Who/how would you be if
these parts of you were

accepted and integrated?
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