WAS AB RAHAM SAVED BY FAIT'H
OR BY WORKS?

[A Teaching Word by Prophet Ken Dewey

The Scriptures read in Romans 4 that Abraham was saved
by his Faith without works, but in James 2 it reads that
Abraham was justified by his good works.

So, which was it; Faith or Works?

Let us look at these two Scriptures first then the meaning
will come clear as we study the actual Scriptures:

ROMANS 4:

1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as
pertaining to the flesh, hath found?

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath
whereof to glory; but not before God.

3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.
4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned
of grace, but of debt.

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness.



THEN AGAIN:

JAMES 2:

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works,
when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?
22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and
by works was faith made perfect?

23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith,
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him
for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of
God.

24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only.

Many misunderstand these Scriptures thinking there is a
contradiction, not fully reading the text to discover the
clarity of the Teaching.

It is clear that ABRAHAM'S FAITH was ***the very cause of
his Works, because Abraham walked FIRST BY FAITH and
his **Faith produced the Work of obedience to the Lords
command. Had Abraham not had Faith he would not have
obeyed the Lord and went so far as to offer his own son
[who was his only heir of promise] upon an altar.

From careful study of all the words in the story found in the
original story in Genesis 22 [where the story was first told]
it should be noted that Abraham never doubted that God
WOULD NOT allow him to actually kill Isaac, but he
believed God would supply an offering in the proper time
of the actual offering! read it:

GENESIS 22:

And it came to pass after these things, that God did
tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he
said, Behold, here | am.

2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains which | will tell thee of.

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and
saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with
him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the
burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place
of which God had told him.



4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes,
and saw the place afar off.

5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye
here with the ass; and | and the lad will go yonder and
worship, and come again to you.

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering,
and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in
his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them
together.

7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said,
My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he
said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the
lamb for a burnt offering?

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide
himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both
of them together.

9 And they came to the place which God had told him
of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the
wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him
on the altar upon the wood.

10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took
the knife to slay his son.

11 And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of
heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said,
Here am |I.

12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad,
neither do thou any thing unto him: for now | know
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld
thy son, thine only son from me.

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and
behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his
horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his
son.

FIRST NOTE THAT ABRAHAM INSTRUCTED HIS
SERVANTS [who had gone with them on the journey to the
offering] TO WAIT UNTIL HE RETURNED..."WITH ISAAC".
V.6: "Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here
with the ass; and | and the lad will go yonder and worship,
and ***come again to you." This is then clear that Abraham
[who was no liar but a righteous man seeking only to serve
his Lord] **believed before hand, ...HE WOULD BE
COMING BACK WITH HIS SON ISAAC! The Faith of



Abraham saw that God would not finally have him kill Isaac
as an offering!

SECOND NOTE THAT ABRAHAM INSTRUCTED ISAAC IN
ANSWER TO ISAAC'S QUESTION: "Behold the fire and the
wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide
himself a lamb for a burnt offering"

IT IS OPEN AND CLEAR THAT ABRAHAM BELIEVED
***GOD WOULD PROVIDE A LAMB AND SPARE ISAAC.
Knowing this, **He answered with FAITH the boys
guestion. Sure enough, when the proper time came the
Angel of the Lord stopped Abraham from killing Isaac and
did provide a Lamb.

In the Light of this study, is it not then clear that Abraham
was NOT JUSTIFIED BY WORKS but that ABRAHAM WAS
JUSTIFIED BY FAITH? The faith of Abraham believed God,
and he was not afraid of God's command, knowing God
was only testing him to see if he actually believed and had
Faith!

YET IT IS ONLY FAIR TO SAY: Abraham was not justified
by Faith alone but also by his Works. The true Faith of
Abraham produced TRUE WORKS. When one has true faith
that TRUE FAITH WILL PRODUCE TRUE WORKS.

In understanding then one must admit that FAITH COMES
FIRST and the WORKS LATER, and that without true Faith,
there will be no true Works!

WORKS ALWAYS FOLLOW TRUE FAITH.

It is pointed out that Faith produces Good Works in

Ephesians 2:

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.

PLEASE READ AGAIN V. 10 which says: WE ARE GOD'S



1. WORKMANSHIP ...

2. CREATED.... **UNTO GOOD WORKS

3. WHICH GOD HAS BEFORE ORDAINED THAT WE
SHOULD WALK IN THEM!

So, the Good Works of Abraham [or any other one having
true Faith] will produce [because God pre-ordained it]
GOOD WORKS. IF GOOD WORKS DO NOT FOLLOW..
THEN THERE WAS NO FAITH.

A man, no not even Abram can be saved [accepted and
justified before God] BY WORKS ALONE. No man can work
good enough within himself to be saved or accepted,
but>>>>>>>>>>>

GOD MUST SAVE A MAN AND CHANGE HIM IN ORDER
FOR HIM TO DO GOOD WORKS!

This then is the truth, ABRAHAM WAS SAVED BY FAITH
AND HIS TRUE FAITH DID PRODUCE GOOD WORKS.

In order for one to say Abraham was saved by Works, he
would have to overlook ABRAHAM'S FAITH that First
existed before he did pass the test of offering his own son
upon an altar.



