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UNICO 

The Largest Italian American Service Organization in the United States "Service Above Self" 
I am writing on behalf of the Westwood Chapter of UNICO National, America’s largest Italian American Service Organization, in the hopes that your company would be willing to assist in our efforts to support autism education and help meet the challenge of this epidemic by becoming an event Sponsor. 
For just $200.00 event Sponsor’s will have their company logo appear on the back of the WESTWOOD UNICO SUPPORTS AUTISM Event Tee Shirt.  You will be given an excellent advertising opportunity, while supporting a great cause!     

On Saturday, April 25th 2026, over 150 business leaders, philanthropists and members of the autism community will gather in Bergen County New Jersey, to celebrate Autism Awareness Month at our twelfth Annual “Support Autism” Pasta Dinner.

You may already be aware of the staggering statistics: 1 in 31 children nationally are affected by autism, a life-long developmental disability that has an even greater prevalence in our area.  This epidemic touches each of us, and our community, profoundly.  Both on the individual level for those many families that are impacted, and more broadly, as the costs involved to care for the staggering number of people effected continue to rise.  

The New York Times (10/21/02) estimated that it will cost 3.2 million dollars to provide life long care for one person with autism without the appropriate intervention.  But, with the right help, up to 45% of children diagnosed with autism can successfully return to their neighborhood schools and attend regular classes.  The U.S. Surgeon General, the New York State Department of Health, the CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics recognize the proven effectiveness of only one treatment for autism; early, science based, educational intervention.  Westwood UNICO, in furtherance of our pledge to put “service above self”, is seeking to make a difference through its support of Autism Education in our area. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request on behalf of Westwood UNICO and the Autism charities we support.  If you have any questions, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Frank Lo Piccolo at (201)446-1391) or lopic59@optonline.net.
Sincerely, 

Laurie Wekar
Laurie Wekar
President
Westwood Chapter UNICO

The Westwood Chapter of UNICO is a registered 501(c) (3) corporation and is a registered non-profit organization with the Internal Revenue Service and the Division of Taxation of the State of New Jersey. Information filed with the Attorney General concerning this charitable organization may be obtained from the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey by calling 973.504.6215. Registration with the Attorney General does not imply endorsement.  All proceeds from this event will be donated to 501(c) (3) charities
