
 

 
 

December 4, 2022 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 

   



December 4, 2022  10:00 AM 
     *Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

 

     WE APPROACH GOD 

Welcome and Announcements 
  Minute for Mission  John Danzeisen 

 Prelude  
 Choral Introit Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord E. Daley 
 
* Call to Worship (Please stand and join responsively) Based on Matthew 3:30 
  Leader:  Do you hear the voice of one crying out in the wilderness? 
      Will you heed the prophet’s call? 
  People: We will prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
 
 Lighting of the Advent Candle (See insert) 
  Strategy and Planning 
 
 Prayer of Confession (The congregation uniting) 
  God of the prophets, we confess our lack of preparedness and  
  our tendency to wander away from you and your path. You call us  
  to venture outside our comfortable spaces, yet we hunker down  
  and excuse ourselves from faithful action. Forgive us, God. Call  
  us again. Help us to respond this Advent in faith. Amen.  
 Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
 Response 
  Hymn No. 96 (v. 1,2) On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Winchester New 
 
     WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 Prayer for Illumination 
 Scripture Readings Matthew 3:1-12 N. T. pg. 2 
     One:  Holy Wisdom.  All:  Holy Word 
 
 Anthem  O Come, O Come on Christmas Day arr. P. Liebergen 
 Parable Time   
 Sermon  Now?! The Rev. Nona Holy 
 
 
 
 

     WE RESPOND TO GOD 

 
Ritual of Friendship 
 The Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
  Offertory Anthem The Call Smith 
 * Doxology 
 * Prayer of Dedication 
 
Sacrament of Communion (See insert) 
 
* Hymn No. 95 Prepare the Way of the Lord Prepare the Way 
     Choir sings first time, choir and congregation sing 2 more times 

  
* Charge and Benediction 
* Choral Dismissal Come Thou Long Expected Jesus E. Daley 
 Postlude 

 
                  
 
     Participants in Today’s Service: 
     The Rev. Nona Holy, Pastor 
     Reed Coats, Liturgist 
     Donna Beech, Director of Music 
      
      

The flowers on the retable are given by Lisa Adams  
in loving memory of Lois Martino. 

 
 

Liturgy written by Teri McDowell Ott and provided for free distribution. © Presbyterian Outlook, 2022. 
Communion liturgy (c) Thom M. Shuman 

 



You are holy, God of our salvation,… 
 
…we remember that mystery we call faith:  
 
Christ died  
Christ was raised  
Christ will come again. 
 
Come now to Your children… 
 
…And when we raise our heads   
to see our redemption draw near   
at the end of all time,   
we will join our sisters and brothers   
in singing Your praises forever and ever, God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

You are invited to come forward to receive bread and cup and then to 
return to your seat. Please hold the elements until all have been served 
so that, as one, we may share in this holy meal. 

Please join in singing Hymn #292 As the Wind Song, while everyone is served. 

Prayer After Communion and the Lord’s Prayer (and forgive us our sins…) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
 Hymn No. 91 Come, Come, Emmanuel Come, Come, Emmanuel 
 

 
 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 
 One: John the Baptist said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  

   His message for the people was urgent and hopeful: 
   The Messiah is Coming!  Get Ready! 

 His was the voice crying out in the wilderness, 
 Prompting the people, get ready and pray: 

 All: Messiah, Come soon! 
 
Two candles are lit, and this response is used: 
 
 One: Jesus is the light of the world. 
 All: A light no darkness can ever put out. 
 
Congregation and Choir join in singing:  Advent Candles Tell Their Story (over) 

 



Advent Candles Tell Their Story 
E. G. Monk 1819-1900  Lyrics by Mark Earey 

 
    1Advent candles tell their story as we watch and pray, 
    2John the Baptist, by his preaching and by water poured, 
 

    longing for the Day of Glory, ‘Come, Lord, soon,’ we say. 
    brought to those who heard his teaching news of hope restored: 
 

 
 
  Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness changed for gladness on that Day. 

‘Keep your vision strong and steady, and be ready for the Lord.’ 
 
          Angel Voices 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
 One: May the coming God be with you.  
 All: And also with you.  
 One: Lift up your hearts, people of God, your redemption draws near.  
 All: We will offer them to the One who leads us down paths of faithfulness.  
 One: Join together in singing thanksgiving to God, our righteousness.  
 All: We praise the One for whom we wait, this day and every day.  
 
Prophets came, speaking of Your promises  
and calling us back to Your truths,  
  but we continued to reflect on  
  the teachings of temptation.  
So You sent Jesus to us,  
Your Word which will never fade.  
 

 


