11/22/2021 LBPC WEEKLY MESSENGER

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021

First Sunday of Advent

Worship Schedule: 10 AM
In —person and livestreamed

Worship lead by The Rev. Nona Holy

302-658-2326 phone 302-658-1861 Fax
! www.lowerbrandywine.org

OFFICE STAFF LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

Bridge Pastor, Nona Holy pastor@lowerbrandywine.org
cell: 302-299-9077 VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
Office, Becky Kennedy Ibpc@lowerbrandywine.org
Finance, Linda Natali finance@lowerbrandywine.org
Cemetery, Jason Casper cemetery@lowerbrandywine.org CHECK OUT OUR
CALENDAR OF EVENTS!
Pastor’s Ponderings The Rev. Nona Holy

If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough.
Meister Eckhart

It’s amazing how thanksgiving, a spirit of gratitude, can change our lives, or at least how we experience our lives. As
Willie Nelson is said to have reflected, “When | started counting my blessings, my whole life turned around.” When we
are conscious of our blessings, we live in an attitude of abundance instead of deprivation. Noticing how we experience
good fortune, or grace, changes how we see and understand our lives, even when our losses and challenges are very
real.

One way to be more mindful of our blessings, to cultivate a spirit of gratitude, is a practice called examen. A spiritual
discipline that invites us to pause each day and name the things for which we are grateful. Doing this at the end of the
day can take a harried, frustrating day and help us to see the good, the unexpected, the undeserved grace in the midst
of that day.

Perhaps Thanksgiving might be more than a day for you this year. Maybe the practice of examen can help you take the
spirit of gratitude into the coming weeks and months.

There are only two ways to live your life.
One is though nothing is a miracle.
The other is as if everything is a miracle. Albert Einstein

Peace, be well -
Pastor Nona


https://www.facebook.com/Lower-Brandywine-Presbyterian-Church-1419447025042780/?ref=page_internal
http://lowerbrandywine.org
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=lowerbrandywine&
https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=lowerbrandywine&
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JOYS AND CONCERNS FROM NOVEMBER 21, 2021

Our pastor’s contact information can be found on the front page of this newsletter. Pastor Holy is
available for conversation and prayer. Also, please continue to share your joys and concerns with us so
that we may continue to support each other in specific prayer requests.

Joys and concerns may be submitted to the office via email or by phone. We check messages regularly.

Please let us know of answers to prayer — so that we can give thanks to God!

We give thanks for the worship leadership of the Rev. Dr. Tracy Keenan!

We ask for travelling mercies for all those who will be travelling over the Thanksgiving holiday.
We continue to pray for those in our congregation who are suffering from injury and illness.
We lift up those who are facing this holiday season after having lost friends and loved ones.

We prayer for our communities and our country after another weekend of violence and unrest.

WORSHIP LINKS

November 21, 2021
Year to Date Total Giving 2021: $220,137 «\Whose Is This”

Budgeted Giving 2021: $244,249 0



https://youtu.be/5HGNUjwiFnE
https://calendarwiz.s3.amazonaws.com/31099/11_21_21_Bulletin.pdf
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LOWER BRANDYWINE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

7:00 PM

SHOWING OF THE ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING
SERVICE IN THE LBPC SANCTUARY FOLLOWED BY A
RECEPTION IN THE SOCIAL HALL. OFFERING
BENEFICIARY IS THE ALS PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER.

10:00 AM

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP AS WE LIGHT THE FIRST
ADVENT CANDLE SYMBOLIZING HOPE.

10:00 AM

WE LIGHT THE SECOND CANDLE IN THE ADVENT
WREATH SYMBOLIZING PEACE, AND CELBRATE THE
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. A PANCAKE
BREAKFAST BENEFITING THE YOUTH SUMMER MISSION
TRIP WILL FOLLOW.

10:00 AM

WE LIGHT THE THIRD CANDLE SYMBOLIZING JOY. DR.
DONNA BEECH AND THE LBPC SR. CHOIR PRESENT
THEIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA, 'GLORIA," BY VIVALDI.

10:00 AM

WE LIGHT THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE SYMBOLIZING
LOVE. CHILDREN AND YOUTH RETELL THE CHRISTMAS
STORY IN, "AN IMPROMPTU CHRISTMAS PAGEANT."

5:00 PM

COME CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST CHILD IN
THIS TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS!
WE LIGHT THE CHRIST CANDLE AND THEN SHARE IT'S
LIGHT WHILE WE SING, "SILENT NIGHT."
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW

Our next LIFT meeting is Thursday, December 2nd at 6:00 PM. Then, MARK YOUR CALEN-
DAR...Thursday, December 16th we will meet for a special Christmas celebration dinner. Time
and location to be announced. Stay tuned! Also, Urban Promise is slowly sending us their fami-
lies’ Christmas wish list. We’ll schedule a time for shopping and wrapping at our next meeting.

LET’S CELEBRATE! The Major family will be hosting a Christmas party for the LBPC
a. children on Sunday, December 19th following the worship service. For more infor-

="

&% mation, please contact Miss Candace at candacesmithevents@gmail.com

S

The Missions Committee would like to remind everyone that the deadline for turning in
Walmart gift cards to support the families of the Refuge is December 15th. Need a remind-
er? Grab a tag off the giving tree in the social hall. Gift cards may be submitted to the office
or dropped in the offering plate.

| A BIG thank you to Betsy Coons for sharing her cooking gifts with the LBPC children and
youth by showing them how to make delicious spring rolls! Yumm!!!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW

Leave Gifts to Benefit Lower Brandywine Presbyterian

Please consider making a gift to Lower Brandywine Presbyterian that tells the story of
your hope in Christ. Each will is unique and must be structured to fit the needs and

¥ estate plans of the individual in accordance with the laws of the state in which they
live. For this reason, you should consult a lawyer to assist you in drafting your will

and estate plan. Our Presbyterian Foundation Ministry Relations Officer (MRO) can

guide you through this important giving process:

Olanda Carr, Jr. 5141 Sharon Rd, Charlotte, NC 28210 olanda.carr@presbyterianfoundation.org

Legacy Options You can leave a gift to your church in the following ways: ¢ A bequest in your will ® Retirement plan bene-
ficiary e Life insurance beneficiary  Proceeds from the sale of real estate or property ¢ Other ways that suit your situa-
tion.

Consult with an attorney or professional advisor before making changes to your estate plans.

For more information visit:

Did you know that you can contribute to LBPC with a stock contribution or electron-

: love oty £ §d Gion&e ically through our website? Visit the Giving tab on our website to see how!
are
q’ S Cl]m
2 §Charlbgg§§ - prospenty Stock Transfers — inform your investment company to send the transfer to Fidelity
ig, go"tiﬁiiﬁ,‘f“ aSSIsbance Investments. Our DTC is 0226, Account Z72-118389.
£ smklndnesso SOCB'M If needed — Fidelity Investments — 4001 Kennett Pike Ste. 120, Greenville, DE 19807,
§ § g’% pe humanmm our Account Executive is Daniel Glazer 302-428-3776 ext. 78869.
.C gveh.lnd‘u

Please remember to advise Linda Natali at finance@lowerbrandywine.org of your
donation, so that we may credit your giving account promptly.

www shutterstockcom - 184553630

Donations of Required Minimum Distributions from Retirement Accounts

Did you know that you can make a donation of all or a portion of the Required Minimum Distribution from your re-
tirement account to tax exempt charities, such as Lower Brandywine Presbyterian Church and your donation will be
tax exempt?

Here's how it works. If a person is at least age 70%, they must take at least a minimum distribution from their IRA or
incur a penalty equal to one-half of the otherwise required minimum distribution amount. They may take more
than the minimum at their discretion. These individuals may instruct their IRA account manager to distribute any
amount of their choosing to one or more tax exempt charities such as Lower Brandywine Presbyterian.

When that is done, it is considered to be a tax-exempt contribution. Lower Brandywine would acknowledge to the
giver the receipt of that contribution from their IRA. Also, this contribution is tax exempt even if the individual does
not itemize deductions for income tax purposes because the IRA account manager would not identify this to the IRS
as reportable income in accordance with the tax code.

For more information about Qualified Charitable Distributions, check out the Internal Revenue Service Publication
590-B, “Distributions from Individual Retirement Arrangements (IRAs)” or speak with your tax advisor.



https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/directory/listing/olanda-carr-jr
mailto:olanda.carr@presbyterianfoundation.org
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/wills-legacy-giving/
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CALENDAR
NOVEMBER 15TH—NOVEMBER 28TH

Start Date Start Time Subject
11/22/2021 10:30 AM  Staff Meeting

7:00 PM Al-Anon

7:00 PM Al-Ateen

11/23/2021 7:00 PM Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
8:00 PM Fellowship
11/24/2021 12:00 PM  Al-Anon
7:30 PM Senior Choir Rehearsal
11/25/2021 12:00 AM **OFFICE CLOSED**
11/26/2021 12:00 AM  **QOFFICE CLOSED**
11/28/2021 First Sunday of Advent

8:00 AM Adult Topical Study
9:00 AM Adult Bible Study
10:00 AM  Worship Service (In-Person and Livestreamed)
10:15 AM  Children's Sunday School
11:00 AM  Fellowship
11/29/2021 7:00 PM Session
7:00 PM Al-Anon
7:00 PM Al-Ateen

12/01/2021 12:00 PM  Al-Anon
7:30 PM Senior Choir Rehearsal
12/02/2021 11:00 AM Brown Bag Bible Study
6:00 PM LIFT
12/05/2021 Second Sunday of Advent

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper and Good Samaritan Offering
8:00 AM Adult Topical Study
9:00 AM Adult Bible Study
10:00 AM Worship Service (In-Person and Livestreamed)
11:00 AM Fellowship: LIFT Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
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November 2021 Readings

All Saints’ Day—November 1
Isaiah 25:6-9
Psalm 24:1-10
Revelation 21:1-6a
John 11:32—44

Sunday, November 7 (Proper 27)
Semicontinuous
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17
Psalm 127
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38—44

Sunday, November 14 (Proper 28)
Semicontinuous
1 Samuel 1:4-20

1 Samuel 2:1-10
Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25
Mark 13:1-8

Christ the King (or Reign of Christ)—N¢
Semicontinuous
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18)
Revelation 1:4b—8
John 18:33-37

[Begin Year C]

First Sunday of Advent—November 28
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

11/3  Akin Odutola
11/4 Barbara Heckman
11/7 Sandra Borror
11/7 Joan Kenton

11/10
11/12
11/14
11/15
11/16
11/17
11/22
11/22
11/23
11/23
11/24
11/26
11/30

Padraig Kennedy
Carl DeMartino
Joan Wysham
Bob Hartman
Francine Craven
Thomas McGraw
Beverley Jones
Herbert Oettgen
Carlee Bennett
John Hileman
Joshua Csuy
Caroline Kenton

Don Coats

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

11/14
11/16

11/17

Darlene & Robert Sullivan
Susan Latimer & Ralph
Schwendeman

William & Christa Kaiser
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Nowember 2, 2021

Friends:

Lower Brandywine has served as a focal point in our lives, our refuge where we gather as God"s family
in faith, giving one another comfort in times of illness and loss, sharing our happiness at weddings and
baptisms, working together on mission projects, encouraging and praying for one another and for
peace in the world, joining in songs of praise and joining in true fellowship with one another.

This year reminds us that financal support, in the form of a pledze to the Operating Budgzet of Lower
Brandywine Presbyterian Church, is vital to carry out the church’s work. Whether we gather for
worship inside our building, in our parking lots, or anline, we continue to be the body of Christ
through our ministries, owr witness, and our care for one another. As in past years, we have attached
a narrative budzet explaining expenses for the year with a 3% increase.

We cannot know what lies ahead of us, but we remain confident in the assurance of God's abiding
and steadfast love. Because of your genercus and faithful gifts, our church can keep doing what love
requires of us by nurturing |ife-giving, joyful ministries both inside and outside our church.

Im recognition of the many, many blessings that God continues to bestow on us, and as stewards of
the message of God"s unceasing love, | ask you to prayerfully consider your pledge for 2022 using the
enclosed pledge card to communicate your commitment. You may mail the pledze card, email your
pledge to the address below, or bring it to the church office; howewer, please consider bringing it for
dedication on Stewardship Sunday, November 21st

On behalf of the Session and each of your fellow congregants, | thank you for every offering that you
give. If you hawve any questions or would like to discuss further making a financial pledge to Lower
Brandywine Presbyterian Church, please don't hesitate to getin touch.

To pledge directly, please email finance@lowerbrandywine.org.

Faithfully,

Linda Matali
Financial Assistant
finance&lowarbrandywine.orz
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Lower Brandywine Presbyterian Church
2022 Asking Budget

These income figures were developed by the Finanos Commities o show the level of support required to meet the
financisl chasllerges of the church, and to make the congregation awsre of the sources of income thet support our
mission and minishry.

2021 Budget INODOMIE .ﬁ.shing 202Z
5204000 Pledees 5240,000
365,290 Doraaticns (identifinbds mifts) 3E,000
2,000 Plate cash 2 000
18, E00 Beptal imcome 18 500
29,000 Other [Tower fund, irberest] 27 200
SZE2B 250 Total 5291 B0

Lower Brandywine Mission & Ministry
Thie sessicn, in response to the budget reguests and program needs of esch committes, proposes the following
budget for 2022, This prefiminary budget shows pledges remaining fat to 2021 sxgpected kewels, however, this is a
challenging envircnmient for predicting costs and revenues due to the unceriainty presented by the Covid pandemic.

The proposed spending bevels will allow Lower Erandywine to continee maintasining all of the worship, education, and
MuisEion programs we currenthy enjoy.

Christian Education F'IIE:I. - $HE-_.IIHD] H022 - 536,430
Aduit sducetion, Suncay School, Hursery Care, 'Wacation Bible Schiosal and Yowth b inirl:r'll are supported by this 'nl-l'l-ﬂrr'

srea. Christism Educstion is mn ares of fooas for Loswsr Brund:."-l.'inc Chwrch, and we intend b corrtinwes this 5u:||:|-:-rt|'|1
the 2022 budgset.

Waorship [2021 - $57,030) 2022 - §55,520
Owr -l.'l:lr'.:l1i|:| c:-lp-u'l'm:efm:udu fraditbonal and sfternative servicoss ard offers oraise through music, drama, i'tl.lgr'_.

speskers and specal programs. Funds support chancel and communion supplies, bulletins, puest speakers, and a
|:|-:Ir|:|'-:ln of the minest=r salary and property costs.

Music [IIIE:I.- 54[!_.53[!] 2022 - 540,630
Music is an important part of cur -l.'l:lr'.:l1i|:| c:-:pa'l'em:e. |:|r-:-'.|1'|:|'l15 Frui;e amd FEI.‘I:I-HE a mood for reflection and prayer.

Funds support aur M usic Director, supp s, imstromantaists, vocalsts, srd & purl:icn of our property budgst to support
the :|ui||:i'|15u5c.
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Church Administration and Member Communication (2021 - $30,900) 2022 - 530,900

This budset enables ws to stay in towch with ons another and the communites arownd us. Measleti=rs, ul:h'trﬁ:fn;.
offiice ?Jppies. pastage, and & |:|-:-r|:|'-:-n of the church secretany's wages are covered im Ehis budget. A member per |:u|:|itu
of 56,500 F-uil:l to the prestytery iz alzo nckuded in this smount

Member Care and Recruitment (2021 - 564,860) 2022 - 554 850

W comtines o resch owt as & church 'I'urnir:.'_. :I:r'r.rl'rE o IJI'iI'E each other closer to Sod and His word. This budget
supports paur felliowshio, pasiorsl care amd com "I1Ll1i'|.':|' outreach efforts, and mchudes & porticn of the Minst=r's salary Bz
well as property costs utilized to support these efforts.

Finance, Administration, and Stewardship [2021 - 527,4040) 2022 - 527,400

This group plans and carries out financal campaigns, tracks and reports the church's financial condition, and sducates
tha -:un;re;u‘h'-:ln on the |'rn|:|-:-r|a.|1|:-= of regular ﬁnunchlguirgtrr-:ug'ﬂmtm yEar. This budget supports a F-:Irl:l'-:ln-:-'r
the office and administration costs, stewardship materialks, computer equipment and supplies.

Missions [2021 - $31,600) 2022 - 531,600

This budget supports a variety of local mission projects including Sunday Breakfast Mission, Salvation Army, The
Refuge, and Tick Tock Early Learning Center. 2022 continues to include additional funds for local and international
outreach; including youth mission trips, and greater opportunities for the entire congregation to participate in mis-
sion works and education.

Stewardshlg;.':;;:,,.,,g

growing C
commltment o LOVE= PLEDGEg—
Sfaith

blessing £
community

sharing

visi
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dre You

Gr'ateful Foi* T&dh’&r‘-’

Draw, write, create a collage, or in some other way express your gratitude here!
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Keep up with the latest news from the PCUSA and the NCP (New Castle Presbytery) by subscribing to one
of the many available e-newsletters. There is so much happening in our denomination beyond our walls!
Learn more about how other Presbyterians are responding to the needs of our world. Follow the links be-
low to subscribe:

eRlAy
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==
—

i

"Usr\‘

tRESy
oy

Lower Brandywine Presbyterian Church
101 Old Kennett Road ~ Wilmington, Delaware 19807

Rev. Nona Holy, Bridge Pastor

Dr. Donna Beech, Music Director

Candace Smith, Christian Education Program Manager
Becky Kennedy, Office

Linda Natali, Finance and Payroll

Jason Casper, Cemetery Manager


mailto:Beechmartin@msn.com
mailto:Candacesmithevents@gmail.com
mailto:lbpc@lowerbrandywine.org
mailto:Linda.natali@comcast.net
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/newsletter-subscribe/
https://ncpresbytery.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=607453f5cd9d6c84d2b8f9596&id=4bfb27e2b7

