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 Update: New Medicare Cards with MBIs (Medicare Beneficiary Identifiers) 

CMS is currently mailing new Medicare cards to beneficiaries residing in Illinois. It will 
take about one month for all cards to be sent. The new cards will be sent automatically.   
You don’t need to do anything to receive one as long as your address is up to date. As 
soon as you receive the new card, you should start using it immediately for health care 
services. Be sure to destroy the old card. To see if your new card has been mailed, go 
to www.medicare.gov and login. The status of your new card will be shown in a yellow 
box near the top right part of the page. If you don’t currently have a www.medicare.gov 
account, you can create one when you access the site.           (Resource: www.medicare.gov) 

 

 Immigration Scam 
With the current national focus on the legal status of immigrants, the number of scams 
perpetrated on individuals who have come to the U.S. from other countries has risen. 
The most common one involves a victim’s immigration documents. 
 

How the scam works: Victims receive a telephone call from someone claiming to be an 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) official. The caller says there is a problem 
with the victim’s immigration papers. The “ICE official” may provide some details about 
the individual’s immigration status in order to establish credibility. Victims are instructed 
to send payment immediately by wire transfer or gift card to fix the documents. They are 
threatened with deportation or imprisonment if they fail to comply.  
 

How to avoid being a victim: If you receive such a call, hang up the phone. Do not remit 
any payment. ICE officials never request money or threaten individuals over the 
telephone. Their communications will always arrive by U.S. Mail on official government 
stationery.                                                                                                (Resources: Various) 

 
 Automobile “Oil Warning Light” Crime 

In a recent letter to the editor of a newspaper column, it was reported that as an 
employee was leaving her part-time job one evening in Chicago, she noticed that the oil 
warning light on her car’s dashboard was on. She also noticed that there were four 
young men in a car directly behind her. Feeling threatened, she decided to drive until 
she got to a gas station where she could seek help in a safe environment.  Needless to 
say, she caused extensive damage to the car’s engine in the process. The next evening 
when she went to work, she found her car’s oil filter on the ground in the same spot 
where she had parked the night before.  
 

Conclusion: It is likely that the men in the car behind the victim intended to cause her 
physical harm when she exited the car after noticing that the oil warning light was on. 
Despite the damage done to her car, she was wise to drive to a safe location to avoid 
being the victim of a serious crime.                                                       (Resource: Chicago Tribune)  
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