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Seniors and Law Enforcement Together 

S.A.L.T. The 
Communicator 

Mission Statement  ————————————————————————————————— 

The purpose of the Milton Township S.A.L.T. Council is to determine and to meet the needs of senior citizens by reducing crime and abuse and by enhancing safety through communication 

and education in cooperation with the Township, law enforcement agencies, and other community agencies and organizations.  
www.miltontownship.net 

Wired seniors, internet users 65 and over, comprise the 
fastest-growing demographic segment online, having 
grayed into this category.  And as one in three Ameri-
cans have suffered a cyber hacking incident in the last 
three years, the threat to everyone’s identity is clear 
and growing.   
 
Phishing, the attempt to obtain sensitive information by 
disguising it as a trustworthy entity within electronic 
communications, threatens each person online.  Hale 
emphatically recommends the following tips: 
 
 Never click on a link contained in an email; hovering 

over a link with a mouse will show the full name of 
the site, but it takes no particular expertise to make 
a legitimate-looking website 

 Use anti-virus software and keep it updated 
 Look for the https:// preceding any website name 
 
Hale cautions against the use of craigslist.com.  Many 
crimes, such as burglaries, occur once a seller arranges 
for a buyer to meet at the seller’s home.  A safe zone 
could be established instead, perhaps in the lobby of a 
local law enforcement department.  Criminals will also 
lift information from legitimate real estate listings to 
post for rent, asking potential renters to wire the first 
month’s rent for a home they cannot occupy.  
 
When purchasing online, Hale endorses PayPal. This 
payment system keeps credit card data private and uti-
lizes the secure ACH (Automated Clearinghouse) meth-
od of transferring money which has more safeguards 
than wiring for sending money .  With wiring, the recipi-
ent can withdraw funds immediately as such funds are 
considered cleared money.  The buyer has little re-
course if a scam becomes evident afterward.   

Serving & Protecting Seniors 

Cybersecurity and Identity Safety 

Presented by Hale Guyer at the January 8 SALT meeting 

 
Hale detailed new devices used to perpetrate fraud to 
highlight how cyber crime is constantly evolving.  Key-
stroke logging, or keylogging, is both hardware plugged 
in via a device to a computer or free downloadable 
software which records every keystroke.  
 
Criminals are moving beyond installing skimmers on 
credit card readers at gas pumps and ATMs to skim-
mers with blue tooth capability inserted directly into a 
reader with a universal key, purchased inexpensively 
online.  Skimmer Scanner, an app available on Google 
Play, will detect  a blue tooth skimming device nearby 
and issue a waning signal.  No iOS version yet exists. 
 
Traditional skimmers, installed over card readers, are 
still in active use.  As these cannot obtain PIN entries, 
criminals may install small wireless cameras to record 
customers entering their PIN into a keypad.  Hale advis-
es shielding one hand with the other so that a camera 
would not be able to record the typing of a PIN.  At the 
gas station, choose the pump closest to an employee 
who can easily view it .   
 
Sweepstakes present a cyber threat as well.  A phony 
organization can alert a ‘winner’, send a fake cashier’s 
check to the winner’s bank, and ask that person to wire 
funds to cover taxes.  Often banks do not hold such 
checks to verify sufficient funds for deposit before the 
unsuspecting recipient writes a check. 
 
To defend against cyber threats, Hale urges a check of 
monthly credit statements upon arrival.  Phone imme-
diately about any unauthorized charges.  He also utiliz-
es KeePass, a free and secure password manager.   

Hale Guyer 

Special Investigator, retired 

Consultant/Public Speaker 
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Upcoming S.A.L.T. Meetings  
  

Monday, April 9, 2018  Monday, May 14, 2018   

10 am at St. Daniel the Prophet Church in Wheaton 

2nd floor, West Education Wing 

Enthusiasm ~ Leadership ~ Commitment      
   A Legacy of Service 
 
The SALT Council honors Joe Vanest upon his retirement from the SALT Chair position after years of exemplary work.  

Joe’s dedication to furthering the quality of life of Township seniors at the helm of the SALT 
Council has been evident in his tireless work.   SALT celebrated Joe’s tenure on Monday, 
March 12, at the regular SALT meeting. 
 

Alice and Joe Vanest 

Township Supervisor Chris Heidorn with retiring SALT Chairman 
Joe Vanest and incoming Chairman Chuck Smith 

SALT Director of Communications Arnold Shifrin with 
Vice Chairwoman Jodi Hefler and Joe Vanest 

Arlene and David DeMott 

Chuck Smith with Wheaton Police Officer 
Jill Uhlir and Arnold Shifrin Long-time SALT supporters Bill Mennell and  

Jim Hatcher with DuPage County Sheriff Dept. 
Lt. Randy Groh  

Chris Heidorn with Township Highway Commissioner  
Gary Muehlfelt and Township Assessor Chris LeVan 

Long-time SALT contributor Larry Gage 
with Jodi Hefler 

Alice Vanest with Penni Cannova,  
Social Services Coordinator 
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 Help for Seniors: Property Tax 
 
I am honored and privileged to serve as your Township Assessor. My office is responsible for locating all taxable 
property in Milton Township and establishing a taxable value for all property subject to property taxation. With 
41,000 parcels, we are one of the largest townships in DuPage County.  
 
My staff and I are committed to serving the Milton community by delivering professional services with integrity, 
while providing accurate and fairly assessed property values that foster public trust and confidence.  Our aim is to 
offer you the best possible assistance and to provide you with your needed property-related information. We are 
always available to assist you with your questions and concerns.  
 
The image below shows where our property tax dollars are spent. As the graph clearly displays three taxing bodies, 
schools, cities and parks make up 88.18% of the total tax bill.  

Senior (65+) exemptions which, when applied to the 
property tax, can help reduce the taxable value of 
your home.  Senior Assessment Freeze provides  
seniors with limited income protection against real 
estate tax increases due to rising property values. A 
person qualifies for this exemption if: 
  property owner is at least 65 years old 
  total household income is $65,000 or less 
  property is owner-occupied by the senior on 
 January 1st of application year and January 1st 
 of prior year 
  property is residential single family home, 
 town home, or condominium 
  annual application is completed to maintain 
 the Assessment Freeze 
 
This exemption “freezes” the senior citizen’s equalized 
assessed property value the year the senior citizen 
qualifies for the exemption. The equalized assessed 

property value does not increase as long as qualification for the exemption continues. The tax bill may still increase 
if any tax rates are increased or if improvements are added that increase the value of the property. 
 
The Senior Assessment Freeze allows senior citizens who meet the qualifications to maintain the equalized  
assessed value (EAV) of their homes at the base year EAV and prevent any increase in that value due to inflation. 
The amount of the exemption benefit is determined each year based on (1) the property's current EAV minus the 
frozen base year value (the property's prior year's EAV for which the applicant first qualifies for the exemption), 
and (2) the applicant's total household maximum income limitation.  Please contact our office at 630.653.5220 or 
check our website at www.miltonassessor.com for the required documents.  We will photocopy each and return 
the originals to you.  We will ask you to sign the application form and will notarize your signature.  All information 
is kept strictly confidential and is not part of any public records. 
 
While the General Homestead exemption is available to all homeowners ($6,000/year), the Senior Homestead  
Exemption allows eligible homeowners to deduct an additional $5,000 in equalized assessed value. This annual 
exemption is available if:   
  property owner is at least 65 years old 
  property is owner-occupied or unoccupied but owned by a senior 
 who has moved into a nursing home during the year 
  property is a residential single family home, town home, or condominium 
 
Please visit the Township Assessor’s office at 1492 N. Main Street in Wheaton to apply for these exemptions. 
The Deputy Assessors are very knowledgeable and there to help you.   
 
 

By Chris LeVan, CIAO, Milton Township Assessor 
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Scams Report 

Reminder about new Medicare Cards 
 
New Medicare health insurance cards are coming soon!  The 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) will begin mailing the cards to beneficiaries this spring.  The 
transition is expected to continue into 2019.  Below are examples of the current and new cards:   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The new card will have a Medicare Beneficiary Identifier (MBI) instead of the Social Security number.  The 

MBI is designed to protect against fraud and identify theft.   
 The MBI is unique to the beneficiary and will consist of 11 randomly-assigned letters and numbers.  
 New cards will automatically be mailed to current beneficiaries.  You don’t need to do anything special to    

receive one. 
 There is no charge to beneficiaries for the new card. The cards are free.  Be aware that scammers are          

currently calling Medicare recipients, asking for checking account information and Medicare numbers, and 
telling individuals that they have to pay for the new card.   

 Medicare coverage and benefits will not change under the new MBI. 

   

Arnold Shifrin 

Director of Communications, SALT 

DuPage County Resources Available to Seniors 
 

DuPage County offers many resources through its Senior Services Program.  The Communicator continues to high-
light these offerings, this time on the County’s Community Care Program (CCP).  
 
The CCP offers affordable help for the activities of daily living that a senior can no longer manage on his or her 
own. This allows seniors, who would be forced to enter a nursing home, the choice of remaining in their own 
homes. 
 
The CCP provides affordable homemaker, emergency home response system, and adult day services to Illinois 
residents who are at least 60 years of age, have less than $17,500 in liquid assets (for one person) and have phys-
ical or mental impairments. Services include help with basic household tasks and personal care, supervision, so-
cialization as well as ongoing case management. The purpose of this state sponsored program is to help seniors 
maintain some supportive independence, and to prevent unnecessary nursing facility placement. 
 
Upon receipt of an application for services, an applicant will be contacted by a case manager who will make an 
appointment to complete an in-home assessment of the senior’s needs. At that time financial documentation will 
be required and a care plan for services will be established according to the Illinois Department on Aging's guide-
lines.  DuPage County Senior Services Department may be reached at 630.407.6500. 
        -DuPage County Senior Services Department 



 5 
S.A.L.T. On-line Resource Library and Facebook Page 

Where will you go to find helpful links and resources for senior’s questions about safety & communications, legal and financial help, food security, 

health, transportation, scams and so much more?  Check the resources on the new www.MiltonTownshipSALT.com website or on Facebook (Milton 

Township SALT).  

 

Lenita AuBuchon, JD 

Mary Kay Furaisse, BNS, JD, LLM 

AZ Health, Trust & Elder Law LLC 

Prevention and Prosecution Act of 2017, enhancing the 
federal government’s response to elder abuse and fi-
nancial exploitation of seniors.  Particularly, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services will be required to 
assess the legal proceedings that result in court-
appointed guardianships for elderly individuals.   
 
At the state level, the Illinois Adult Protective Services 
Act directs the Illinois Department on Aging to inter-
vene in situations of reported alleged abuse, neglect 
and financial exploitation of adults, over the age of 60 
and those with disabilities age 18-59, who may be vic-
tims of abuse. The Adult Protective Services Act pro-
vides that a person who in good faith reports suspected 
abuse or cooperates with an investigation shall be im-
mune from criminal or civil liability or professional disci-
plinary action. It further provides that the identity of 
the reporter shall not be disclosed except with the 
written permission of the reporter or by order of a 
court. Anonymous reports are also accepted.  
 
To report suspected abuse, neglect, or exploitation, 
please call the State of Illinois Elder Abuse 24-Hour 
Hotline toll-free at 1.866.800.1409, or DuPage County 
at 630.407.6500.   Callers should be prepared to report 
the alleged victim’s name and address, the location, cir-
cumstances and time of the event of concern, whom 
the suspected abuser might be, and whether the al-
leged victim is in immediate danger.  Mary Kay and Len-
ita emphasize that an individual should follow their gut 
instinct if they suspect abuse. 
 
They also mention prevention as the best plan to com-
bat abuse.  They recommend that that individuals con-
sider designating Power of Attorney, and reviewing it 
annually, to manage their affairs in case they become 
unable to do so as one method to plan ahead.  The Du-
Page County Bar Association sponsors a Lawyer Referral 
& Mediation Service which pre-screens attorneys to de-
termine their area of concentration and good standing 
with the Illinois State Bar.  The service may be reached 
at 630.653.9109. 

Elder abuse falls across all racial, socio-economic and 
ethnic categories.  Many factors can contribute to elder 
mistreatment, making it difficult to diagnose.  Because an 
elder often relies upon a trusted person or relative, and 
their capabilities can diminish over time, elder abuse is 
often underdiagnosed by health and social service agen-
cies.  It is often difficult to determine as it is frequently 
perpetrated by a close family member who could be iso-
lating the elder and is significantly underreported due to 
embarrassment on the part of the victim.   
 
Financial exploitation, the abuse most reported to the De-
partment of Aging, may be even more difficult to detect.  
Under Illinois law, criminal financial exploitation against 
an elderly person, a felony-level offense, is committed 
when a person in a position of trust takes an elder’s prop-
erty by deception, intimidation, or illegally using their as-
sets.  Most commonly these result from family members, 
friends, nursing home staff or church pastors gaining un-
due influence in an elder’s decision-making.  Exploitation 
methods include convincing the senior to grant Power of 
Attorney for the purpose of stealing money or assets, us-
ing a joint bank account to take the victim’s money, charg-
ing for services never provided, forging signatures or re-
fusing to use the victim’s money to pay for medical care or 
personal needs.  The abuse can lead to devastating conse-
quences for financial security.   
 
Everyone has a role to play in watching out for such 
abuse.  Certain signals may indicate that an elder is being 
compromised physically or financially: 
 
     The elder lacks amenities he or she can afford 
 The elder has signed financial or legal documents but 

does not understand the effect of the transactions 
 Visitors aren’t allowed to see the elder 
 A person with access to the elder’s accounts appears 

to be using money to benefit themselves 
 Sudden changes to wills or trusts 
 An unusual pattern of withdrawals from banks 
 Evidence of inadequate care or poorly-treated injuries 
 
Responding to statistics on elder fraud and abuse, Con-
gress passed and the President signed The Elder Abuse  

Elder Abuse:  Planning and Action 
  

Presented by Mary Kay Furaisse and Lenita AuBuchon  
of AZ Health, Trust & Elder Law LLC 
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Want to read a past issue of this 
newsletter? 

www.miltontownship.net 
 

Want to call the Township? 
630.668.1616 

 
Want to visit the Township? 

1492 N. Main St 
Wheaton 

 
Questions or comments? 

p.cannova@miltontownship.net 
  
 
 

S.A.L.T. Council Members 

Chuck Smith, Chairman · Jodi Hefler, Vice Chairperson · Penni Cannova,  

Social Services Coordinator, Milton Township · Arnold Shifrin, Director of 

Communications · Officer Jill Uhlir, Wheaton Police Dept. ·  Officer Kayte 

Witten, Wheaton Police Dept. ·  Cpl. Mike Urso, DuPage Sheriff’s Dept. ·  

Officer Joe Nemchock, Glen Ellyn Police Dept. 

 

DuPage Sheriff’s Office 

Sgt. Bob Harris, Deputy Sheriff Liaison   

 

Chief James Volpe, Wheaton Police Dept. · Chief Bill Schultz, Wheaton Fire 

Dept. · Fire Admin. John Chereskin, Glen Ellyn Volunteer Fire Dept. · Sue 

Davison, Glen Ellyn Senior Center · Chief Philip DiMenza, Winfield Fire 

Dist.·  Chief Dennis Rogers, Warrenville Fire Dist.·  Firefighter Clifford 

Mortenson, Wheaton Fire Dept.·  Patti Terkovich, Autumn Leaves · Dennis 

Luehring, Wheaton Mosquito Dist.·  Sarah Kleiva, Glen Ellyn Public Library 

· Kathleen Drouin, Metropolitan Family Services · Lenita AuBuchon & Mary 

Kay Furiasse, A/Z Health and Elder Law · Leonard Sanchez, BrightStar 

Care · Kathy Fezzuoglio, Travanse Living 

Serving & Protecting Senior Citizens 
 

1492 N. Main Street 

Wheaton, IL 60187 

www.miltontownship.net 
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Inside this issue 

Elder Abuse:   Signs of trouble, solutions to know  

Cyber Security:  Keeping up to stay safe 

New Medicare cards mailed out over coming year 
Want to “go green” and receive The Com-

municator electronically?  Email 

p.cannova@miltontownship.net with your 

name, postal address, and email to switch to 

email-only delivery! 


