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The “Blessing Loom” Scam 

With many people currently out of work and looking for revenue sources, a new online scam that 
promises a large return for a modest investment has surfaced.  The scam is a chain letter 
pyramid scheme in which money is paid out to early investors with funds that come from 
subsequent investors.  The scheme is also known as the “Circle Game,” “Money Board,” and 
“Infinity Loom.”  Scammers promise that after paying an entry fee of $100, you can collect $800.  
You’re urged to invite family members and friends to participate so they, too, can benefit from an 
800% return on their investment.  
 

How it works:  You receive an unsolicited notice in the U.S. mail or electronically via email, text 
message, or social media site inviting you to take advantage of a rare opportunity to make some 
money quickly and with very little effort.  All you have to do is send a $100 payment to the person 
whose name is at the center of an octagon-shaped game board.  (See below for an illustration of 
the board.)  Once you make the payment, you will get one of the eight spots on the outer ring.  
The person at the center takes the money and leaves the board.  As you recruit others to join, 
you move towards the center.  Once you land at the center, you collect $100 from each of the 
eight new recruits on the outer ring.  
 

The “success” of this scam depends on the continuous recruitment of new players who are willing 
to pay $100 to join. In practice, this “pyramid” arrangement is not sustainable.  Once players 
exhaust their supplies of new recruits, the scheme collapses, and there is no money for the 
person at the center of the board.  Without fresh money from new recruits, players cannot collect 
their $800.    
 

Should you play this game?  Do not participate in this scheme!!  If you do, you will lose your 
money.  Family members and friends you recruited will lose their money as well.   
 

What you should keep in mind:  
• This scam involves the exchange of money without goods or services in return. It is considered  
  a form of gambling and is illegal.  If you start one of these boards or participate in the scheme,   
  you are breaking the law and may face imprisonment or a fine.      
• The person starting a game often places their name at the center of several boards and uses  
  a different name on each one.  This gives the impression to others that there are many  
  participants, when, in fact, the money from all the boards goes to one individual.                                                                                                                                 
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