
 
 

SCAMS REPORT 
MILTON TOWNSHIP S.A.L.T. COUNCIL MEETING SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 (VIRTUAL) 

Submitted by Arnold H. Shifrin 
 

 

Property Deed Theft  
 

When an individual’s personal information is stolen, any property they own is at risk.  Since 

property ownership is public information, criminals can search records at the office of the county 

assessor or the county recorder of deeds where the property is located to determine what real 

estate parcels are owned by the victim.  In many locales, property ownership information is also 

available online.  The criminals then forge the victim’s signature on a new deed and have the deed 

notarized.  Armed with fake IDs and other stolen information, criminals assume the victim’s identity 

and transfer ownership of the property to themselves or another party.   

 

Once the new deed is recorded, the criminals apply for a loan.  The loan is secured with the equity 

the victim has in the property.  When payments are not made to the lender, the property goes into 

foreclosure.  The victim is now unable to sell or refinance the property or pass it on to heirs until 

the lien is satisfied.  Victims are typically unaware of their predicament until they start receiving late 

payment notices from the lender.  

 

How to protect yourself from being a victim if you are a property owner: 

• Periodically check the property record to see if there have been any changes in ownership.   

• If something appears out of order, get a copy of the deed from the county recorder’s office 

and report the incident to your local law enforcement agency. 

• Look for instances in which the property was used to secure loans that you did not take out.  

• See if there are liens from contractors, real estate brokers, or attorneys whose services you 

did not hire.  

• Look for court filings involving the property. 

• Be sure the county in which the property is located has the correct contact information to 

send you notices regarding the property. 

• If you plan to be away from the property for a time, arrange to have mail forwarded to your 

temporary location. 

• If you stopped receiving property tax bills or utility bills, this could be a sign that you are no 

longer on record as the owner of the property.   

• It may be necessary to bring a lawsuit known as an “Action to Quiet Title” to resolve 

challenges or claims to ownership of the property.  An attorney can provide further 

advice about pursuing such an action. 
                                                                                                                                                [Resource: FBI] 

 

 


