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Craigslist Scams 
 

Craigslist is a free classified ads website for conducting online transactions.  It’s a popular way for 
consumers to buy, sell, and trade goods and services.  It’s also used as a dating service and as a tool 
for job searches and housing rentals.  Most of these transactions are perfectly legitimate, but users can 
be scammed if they’re not careful.     
 

How to avoid being a victim: 
• To ensure your safety, complete the transaction in a public place (e.g., police station, coffee shop).       
  Ask a friend or relative to accompany you when the item and money are exchanged.  
• Avoid sellers who ask you to pay with a bank wire transfer or by Western Union.  If you pay by these 
  methods, you’ve been scammed and will not receive the item.  The scammer has all the money you  
  sent, and it cannot be recovered. 
• If you are the seller, wait until the buyer’s payment clears your bank before shipping the item.  Payment       
  by cashier’s check or money order poses little risk, but you’ll be out the money and the item if the   
  buyer’s payment is counterfeit.     
• Be wary of housing rentals advertised on Craigslist.  A lot of money for deposits and rentals is lost to  
  scammers who don’t have the right to rent the properties they advertise.  Many advertised properties  
  are fabricated and don’t actually exist.  Be sure to inspect a rental property in person before remitting  
  payment.  Do not rely on the advertiser’s photographs to represent the features of the property you’re  
  considering. 
• Listings with misspelled words and grammatical errors originate from advertisers in other countries and  
  are sure signs of scams.                                                                                                                [Resource: Bob Rankin] 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DEA National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day 
 

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has designated Saturday, April 25, 2020, as the day for 
consumers to responsibly and anonymously dispose of unneeded and expired prescription drugs, 
including controlled substances.  Thousands of sites will be available across the country for collecting 
these medications. There is no charge to consumers for this service.    
 

In the DuPage County area, unneeded drugs can be discarded any day of the year at the drop-off boxes 
at the following locations:     
                       • Addison Police Dept.                           • Naperville Police Dept.                                       
                       • Bloomingdale Police Dept.                  • Oak Brook Police Dept.                                        
                       • Carol Stream Police Dept.                   • Westchester Police Dept.                                         
                       • Clarendon Hills Police Dept.                • West Chicago Police Dept.                                       
                       • DuPage County Sheriff’s Office           • Wheaton Police Dept.                                       
                       • Elmhurst Police Dept.                          • Woodridge Police Dept.                                       
                       • Glendale Heights Police Dept.             • CVS Pharmacy (various) 
                       • Glen Ellyn Police Dept.                        • Walgreens Pharmacy (various)     
                       • Lisle Police Dept.                                       
 

Drug storage considerations: 
○ Medications prescribed for seniors can be harmful to others, especially to children. 
○ Controlled substances diverted from legitimate patients fetch high prices on the illicit drug market. 
○ In order to prevent theft, medications should be stored out of the sight of visitors (e.g., not in a    
   bathroom medicine cabinet).  
○ Medications that are no longer needed or past the expiration dates on their labels should be removed   
   from the premises and properly discarded.                      [Resource: National Association of Boards of Pharmacy] 


