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Common Travel Scams 

 

Camera Theft: You’d like a photograph of you and your travel companion at a tourist site, but both of 
you can’t be in the picture together.  Someone standing nearby sees your predicament and offers to take 
your picture.  The person is friendly and looks like any other tourist at the site. So you hand over your cell 
phone or camera and proceed to pose for the photograph.  Suddenly, the individual runs away and 
escapes with your device.   
 

In a variation of this scam, the individual doesn’t run off with your phone or camera, but demands 
payment for taking the picture.  If you refuse, the individual creates a scene in front of the other tourists in 
an attempt to embarrass you into forking over some money. 
How to avoid being a victim: 
• Don’t hand your phone or camera to someone you don’t know to take your picture. 
• Practice taking “selfies” so that you and your companion can both be in the photographs you take.                                                                                                   

 
Phony Phone Calls: You wish to make a purchase or pay a restaurant bill with a credit card and hand 

your card to the cashier or waiter to complete the transaction.  As the card is processed, you notice that 
the individual waiting on you is talking on a cell phone.  What may actually be occurring is he is taking a 
picture of the front and back sides of your credit card, including the security code.  He can then purchase 
items online and charge them to your account.  Your card information may also be sold to other 
scammers who make purchases that are charged to your account.   
How to avoid being a victim: 
• Pay for purchases with cash.  
• Closely watch anyone to whom you hand your credit card.  Be especially alert for anyone holding a  
  cell phone while processing your card, as the individual may be taking photographs of your card. 
• Always check your monthly statements for unauthorized charges. Contact your bank immediately if you  
  notice any irregularities. 

  
Hotel “Room Inspectors”:  You hear a knock on your hotel room door.  You open the door, and there 

are two men who claim to be hotel “room inspectors.”  One man waits outside while the other enters the 
room to look around.  While you’re distracted, the second man sneaks in and takes valuables you may 
have left on a dresser or in a drawer. Both men leave before you realize anything is missing.  

How to avoid being a victim: 
• Do not open the door or allow anyone to enter your room if you’re not expecting them. 
• Immediately call the hotel desk if anyone knocks on your door and claims to be a “room inspector.”                                                                                                   

 
Taxi Driver Scam: You hail a taxi.  When you arrive at your destination, the driver informs you that the 

meter is broken.  You’re charged an exorbitant fare for the ride.  
How to minimize your risk: 
• Negotiate the fare with the driver before you depart. 
• Take a picture of any license or identification posted in the cab.  

• Report the incident to authorities. 

 
Phony Wi-Fi Service: Scammers have established Wi-Fi network hubs in parks and other sites that 

attract travelers. Tourists who connect to the internet via these hubs may unknowingly allow their 
personal information to be transmitted to the scammers. 
How to avoid being a victim: 
• Do not access the internet in tourist locations just because the connection is available.   

• It is generally safer to connect to the internet in libraries, restaurants, or coffee shops with public  
  Wi-Fi access than to use Wi-Fi networks in parks and tourist sites.  
• Do not conduct banking business or make online purchases in public Wi-Fi environments.                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                           (Resources: rick steves / scam busters) 


