
Cove Grove: This sanctuary forest was created by Jeff and Carmen in a quiet valley in Herriman, Utah, and is based on a real location near where Jeff grew up.

• The Trees: They embody a "perfect society" that silently understands and welcomes the outcast, manipulating forest paths to guide Travelers to the hidden

tapes.

• Skeleton Barn: A wooden shelter built by the Woodsmen at the heart of the Grove, it is where they took refuge before their deaths, and where the tapes

containing their stories are hidden.

• The Pauper's Grave (The Overgrown Grave): This is an old, unmarked grave  in the woods of the real Cove Grove in Herriman, Utah, made many many years ago.. 

• Witch Hat Hill: A real mountain in Herriman, Utah, that looks like a witch hat, it sits above the Grove, which is located at its foot. A key element of the story.

• Old Bingham High School: A real high school in Copperton, Utah, attended by all of Them (The Shadow, The Jester, The Ragdoll, The Scarecrow).

• Bingham Copper Mine: A real mine attached to Copperton, Utah, where many moved to work after the Civil War..

• The Town of Perfect Worship (Copperton): The real mining town, located just three miles north of Herriman, where they’re all from..

• The Tapes/Journals: Journals filled with the souls' stories and agonies were collected by the Woodsmen after each death and turned into sorrowful tapes to

ensure their stories were told.

• The Cemetery: A real 1800's mining cemetery at the entrance to Copperton where all the characters' family members are buried, holding significant importance

in the story.

Travelers (Fans): The Travelers are the ones who now carry on the meaning of Cove Grove. They listen to the tapes, share what they learn, and bring the memory

of the Grove into the world beyond the valley.

• Bingham Highway: The main road that they walked down to get to the Cove Grove.

• The White Church: The church where The Ragdoll (Julia) killed the abusive priest and subsequently burned it down to destroy evidence of her crime.

• The Name Carved in the Tree (The Name): A symbol in a secret language, the last name of somebody inside of a heart, found above the Pauper's Grave in the real

Cove Grove in Herriman, Utah, which only those called to the grove can read..

• The Jester Paint: Makeup worn by The Jester and his lover, it served as a way to express their true queer identities and defiance against being called "fools."

• Indian Paintbrushes: A native flower that grows in Herriman, Utah, correlating to the jester paint and symbolizing The Jester's lover, "Paintbrush."

• The Jester's Partner (Paintbrush): The Jester's lover, nicknamed "Paintbrush," whose secret relationship was exposed when they were caught kissing in the

cemetery, leading to The Jester's abandonment and suicide.

• The Scarecrow's Mother: A person who loved and understood The Scarecrow but tragically died when he ran her over in a farming accident, and she had given

him the family letter whose secret writing she could read.

• Mr. Ugly: A horrific figure with the grotesque face of the Scarecrow's crushed mother, who represents the Scarecrow's immense trauma and guilt as he deals

with schizophrenia while homeless.

• The Old Family Letter: A letter carried by The Scarecrow that had gone down his families lineage, it belonged to confederate soldier 2.

• Lineage and Connection: Every modern ghost is related to one of the original soldiers, a connection meant to show that homophobia, cruelty, and societal

judgment still cause individuals to die after hundreds of years.

• Connection: All six spirits are victims of a world that refused to let them be themselves, tying them together through shared generational trauma and pain.
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Jeff and Carmen retreated into a quiet valley in the mountains

of Herriman, Utah. They had both lived through deep trauma,

and from that pain they created something sacred called Cove

Grove.

The Grove was inspired by their real lives and by the healing

that came after years of struggle and grief. It became a

sanctuary built from everything they had been through.

The trees in Cove Grove were not ordinary trees. They

represented understanding, compassion, and belonging. They

did not speak, but they listened. They did not judge, but they

welcomed anyone who had been cast out or broken.

Over time, the Grove drew in six lost souls from across

different times. Each of them came because they were ready to

let go of life but not ready to disappear. In Cove Grove, they

found a place where their stories could rest and still be

remembered.

The Woodsmen, who watched over the Grove, knew these six

souls were coming. They built a wooden shelter at the center of

the forest called The Skeleton Barn. It became a place of peace,

where final moments were met not with fear but with silence

and warmth.

Each of the six carried a journal filled with their memories,

thoughts, and pain. When each soul passed away, the Woodsmen

collected these journals and turned them into tapes. The

recordings captured their voices and emotions, preserving

their stories forever.

The Woodsmen hid these tapes inside The Skeleton Barn. The

trees began to guide those who entered the forest toward them.

The paths of the Grove would shift and lead new visitors,

called Travelers, to discover the stories left behind.

The Travelers are the ones who now carry on the meaning of

Cove Grove. They listen to the tapes, share what they learn,

and bring the memory of the Grove into the world beyond the

valley.

The Jester was a transgender man who lived in Copperton, Utah. He kept his true

identity hidden, surviving in a world that refused to understand him. He was in

a secret relationship with another boy, and together they called themselves the

Jesters. They painted their faces to show pride in who they were and to defy the

world that rejected them.

Their joy was misunderstood and mocked by their town. His family compared him

to his missing uncle, The Scarecrow, calling both of them delusional and

unstable. They refused to see that his identity was real.

The Jester and his lover often escaped to Cove Grove, where they could live

freely and without fear. They spent time together inside The Skeleton Barn. The

Jester dreamed of rebuilding The Skeleton Barn and making it their home

forever. That dream inspired the song “A House in the Rockies.”

His lover loved the wild Indian paintbrush flowers that grew throughout Cove

Grove. The Jester would pick them for him, and soon the flowers became a symbol

of their love. The bright red paintbrush petals reflected the paint they wore on

their faces, a mark of their shared identity and rebellion. His lover’s nickname

became Paintbrush.

Their secret world ended when the two were caught together in the town

cemetery. The story spread quickly, and his partner was sent away to a

wilderness camp that claimed to “fix” people like them through conversion

therapy. Losing him broke the Jester completely. Heartbroken and alone, he

returned to Cove Grove, the only place that had ever accepted him.

Before he entered Skeleton Barn to die, he looked at the oak tree with the

carving etched deep into its bark. The writing was in a foreign language, but

somehow, he could read it. He recognized it as someone’s last name, though he did

not know why. In that moment, he felt as if he had been meant to find the Grove

all along, as if his whole life had been leading him here, and his life was always

supposed to be a tragedy.

As he looked around, he began to see figures moving quietly through the forest.

The Confederate Soldiers, the Scarecrow, and the Ragdoll appeared to him. The

Jester felt drawn to them. He sensed that they carried pain like his own, that

their spirits had also found refuge in this place. He looked again at the carved

name on the oak tree, looked up and saw the soldiers . The language of the trees,

he realized, was their language too, a voice that connected every soul who had

ever been called to the Grove, though he did not know where it came from or why

it was there.

Soon after, he went to The Skeleton Barn. He slit his wrists and bled out onto the

floorboards. As he sits on the floor in his final moments, he notices that The

Ragdoll is inside the barn, keeping him from feeling alone as he dies. His blood

ran like the paint the color of the Indian paintbrushes, making it so he felt

close to his paintbr before dying in the grove.

He died in 2005, leaving behind a story of love, defiance, and tragedy. The Jester

was related to the Confederate Soldier and was the nephew of The Scarecrow. He

attended Old Bingham High and found his only peace within Cove Grove, where he

could finally exist without judgment.

The last to go missing was a young boy who had never been accepted by his

family, his community, or his church. He was raised by his grandparents

after his mother supposedly left just weeks after his birth. Their home

was cold and distant, filled with control. Love was never shown, and was

extremely conditional. Every day reminded him that he did not belong

anywhere. The only place that brought him any sense of peace was Cove

Grove.

As a child, he often ran away there to escape, sleeping in the old Skeleton

Barn and spending nights listening to the wind move through the trees.

He always felt a strange presence in the Grove, something gentle and

watchful. At first it frightened him, but as the years passed it became

comforting. He later came to understand that this presence was a woman

named Julia. She was quiet, kind, and deeply disturbed. Through her, he

began to learn pieces of her story, and what she had been through in her

life. The more he understood her, the more he recognized himself in her.

They shared the same loneliness, the same grief, and the same longing to

be seen. In her presence, he felt understood for the first time in his life.

When he grew older, he experienced love briefly with another boy,

something real but short. The relationship ended quickly under the

weight of social pressure, leaving him feeling more isolated than ever.

Eventually, he returned to the Grove again, the only place that had ever

truly felt like home.

In 2018, after years of rejection and emotional pain, he went back to the

Grove one final time. That night, the air was still and heavy, and the

trees were reverent. He walked to the river that feeds the pond inside the

grove, and ended his life there.

After his death, it was said that a quiet figure began appearing around

the Grove, often near the Skeleton Barn, or hiding behind trees. People

started to refer to this presence as The Shadow of Cove Grove.

In death, the shadow found an old 1800’s paupers grave, and carved into a

tree above it was a heart with his last name carved into it. He believed it

had been carved as a tribute to him by the boy who once loved him, but it

had been there long before him.. Inside the heart his last name was

written in a foreign language, yet The Shadow could supernaturally read

it as if he had always known how. It was as though he was meant to find it,

meant to understand it.

His story is deeply tied to Cove Grove itself, his life and death now

interwoven with the deep history of the land.. To him, the name carved in

the heart was a message of love and belonging, one that made him feel

remembered, but in reality.. it had seen many stories just like his..

Julia's story is one of profound tragedy and desperate, final

vengeance. She was a 16-year-old from in Copperton. Her intense

passion for acting and music fueled her dream of moving to a city

to achieve fame and recognition in show business. This burning

ambition for a known name became a central theme in her short

life and enduring legacy.

The course of her life was savagely altered when she was raped by

a church leader and subsequently became pregnant. Despite

turning to her family for help, they shamed her, disbelieved her,

and forced her to carry the child. After giving birth to the baby

who would eventually be known as The Shadow, Julia refused to

raise him. Her family, adhering to a cruel standard of morality,

disowned her and kicked her out, while keeping the baby.

With nowhere left to turn, Julia walked toward Cove Grove. She

initially stopped at the Skeleton Barn, where she encountered the

spirits of the two soldiers (one of whom was her relative,

Confederate Soldier 2). They pointed to a rusted metal and a gas

can on the ground, supernaturally urging her to "go take care of

business" before she returned to the Grove to die. Heeding this

push, Julia went to the church where the abuse took place. In a

final, desperate act, she killed the priest who had raped her. To

destroy all evidence of her crime and mask it as a tragic

accident, she burned the church down. This event, where the

priest supposedly died tragically in the fire, is later referenced

in the story by the Jester.

After executing her revenge, Julia returned to the Skeleton Barn

to commit suicide by hanging. Just before her death, she noticed

her last name carved into a nearby tree. This carving, which

predated her arrival, offered a fleeting moment of solace and

comfort, giving her the feeling that she was seen and

acknowledged, even as her life ended in 2001. 

Her name, Julia, is specifically highlighted by The Woodsmen, Jeff

and Carmen, as she is the only character in the Grove whose full

name is known. This decision was made to honor victims of sexual

abuse whose names are often dismissed or denied justice,

fulfilling Julia's own lifelong wish to have her name known and

recognized. Her spirit now haunts the barn and trees, swinging in

ghostly silence. She is the Darkest Presence in the Grove.

Lore Elements/ The Real Locations:

The man who became The Scarecrow was once an Olympic track and

field star. His life was ruined by a youth trauma: a farming

accident where he accidentally ran over and killed his mother

with a tractor. His mother, his greatest supporter, gifted him an

old family letter before she died and always told him to look for

love like the one written about in it. Her death led directly to

his spiral in life, resulting in addiction, homelessness, and

schizophrenia.

His religious community never reached out to help him. His

mental illness manifested as the entity Mr. Ugly, a figure

representing his guilt. Mr. Ugly’s face was a grotesque depiction

of his mother’s face crushed underneath the tractor. Mr. Ugly

would initially stand hundreds of yards from him, but he was

always there, and every day he got a little bit closer.

He was The Scarecrow because he stood motionless in fields alone

watching cars drive by. The letter remained his only possession

as a homeless man. He was an alumni of Old Bingham High.

He found shelter in the Skeleton Barn at Cove Grove as winter

approached. He was a descendent of Confederate Soldier 2. His

ability to read the letter meant his life was a tragedy from the

start; he was always destined to go to the grove and speak the

language of the trees. While reading the letter, he discovered it

was written to another man, revealing a secret gay love story in

his family. His mother had known this secret, as she would always

tell him to look for love like how that letter was written,

hinting that she knew about the soldiers, and she had been to the

Cove Grove.

The truth was confirmed to him in his final moments when he saw a

matching heart and a name which was written in his letter carved

on the tree above the Pauper’s Grave, in this same moment he was

visited by two tall figures: the soldiers. Overwhelmed and

confused, The Scarecrow died, frozen against the barn. In his

final moments, Mr. Ugly finally reached him, standing only a few

feet away.

The origin of Cove Grove is anchored in the tragic love story of the two

Confederate Soldiers, CS1 and CS2, who were the first souls to perish there in

1880. The two young men grew up and fell in love in the same town in Missouri

before the Civil War. They were both drafted into the Confederacy and

maintained their secret relationship by writing each other love letters

throughout the conflict.

To hide their homosexuality and protect their lives, the soldiers created their

own secret language—the same language that would eventually be etched into

the Grove’s central tree. This script, which later became known as the “language

of the trees,” is a central metaphor for hiding, inequality, and oppression. CS1's

last name was “sax,” a name of German origin that likely relates to the region of

Saxony. When signing their letters, they would draw a heart with CS1's last name

inside, signifying their forbidden wish to one day be married and share the

same last name.

After the war, both of their families migrated to Copperton, Utah, to work in the

Bingham copper mine. They continued their relationship until they were caught

being affectionate. Facing severe laws against homosexuality, which would

result in jail or execution, they chose to flee to the Grove and die together as

lovers rather than be permanently separated. They took shelter in the Skeleton

Barn during the winter of 1880. They died of the freeze, with CS1 dying first.

CS2 then buried his lover in the first grave, which became known as the Pauper’s

Grave, carving the inscription: “hear lies a Confederate soldier who died with

the freeze.” CS2 then carved CS1’s last name onto the tree above the grave in

their secret language before he, too, succumbed to the cold.

This original sacrifice sets the tone for the Grove's entire narrative. CS1 is

established as the ancestor of later souls, The Ragdoll and The Shadow.

Furthermore, CS2 is related to The Jester and The Scarecrow. This connection is

evidenced by the fact that the Scarecrow and his mother possessed one of the

soldiers' letters bearing the original last name ("sax"), which was different from

their own family name. This suggests that the letter was originally owned by

CS2, showing their shared lineage. All subsequent souls are supernaturally

called to the Grove and can understand the "language of the trees" because they

experienced similar issues of oppression and emotional isolation that the two

soldiers faced.
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