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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (46)
Driving on Chol Hamoed. Since we have been discussing laws
of cars and Chol Hamoed Sukkos is around the comer, it is
relevant to talk about the following common cases. On Chol
Hamoed, the general rule is that one may only do a simple activity
for needs of the Yom Tov or Chol Hamoed itself. Skilled work
(ma’asei uman) is only permitted for cases of monetary loss or
for food needs (1. One might argue that since a license is
required to drive and necessitates care and extreme attention,
one should not be permitted to drive a car, even for Yom Tov
needs and certainly not for pleasure trips. However, this is not
the case. In regards to Chol Hamoed, a skilled activity means
when something new is created, such as building, plumbing,
sewing. Driving, however, doesn’t create anything but rather
transports a car from place to place 2. Therefore, one may take a
pleasure trip as a bonafide holiday need and even use a GPS.
One may even drive a short distance that he could easily walk @3).
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and should not be done. If a situation would come up where a
final driving lesson is necessary to take a road test that will allow
the driver to do festival needs that he needs, it is permissible.
Similarly, if someone is only home Chol Hamoed, and will never
otherwise be able to attain a skill that he will need as a life
necessity, it is like a monetary loss - Taxm 7127 - and is permitted.

Filling up a Car with Gasoline. One may deliberately wait till
Chol Hamoed to purchase foods . Other needs, such as tissues,
should be purchased before Yom Tov and not left on purpose to
buy on Chol Hamoed. In case they were not bought before Yom
Tov, even on purpose, one can buy them on Chol Hamoed if
necessary for Yom Tov. Accordingly, one should fill up his gas tank
before Yom Tov to avoid having to fill up on Chol Hamoed ). If
one didn’t and needs to fill up for Yom Tov needs, it is permitted
to fill up on Chol Hamoed (), even if not all the gas will be used
on Chol Hamoed [D w2 ™ is even permitted on Yom Tov, as
in O.C. 533:2, and certainly on Chol Hamoed]. Car repair is a bit

Driving Lessons. Usually driving lessons are not a festival need morg complicated and will be explained next week IY”H.
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PN IR D W N272 TR ) e 172 - The Mishnah states: 772 does not bring a (127 obyin 93] Y20y for a mistaken oo,
unless the poa resulted in Sn v 555 21 being oiver a Wb that if done w2 one would be 775 a»n and if done awa one would be a7 a
nxon. Earlier we learned, if a - followed this erroneous 772 o9, he would be s from bringing a INVN Y29p. 'O [PX 1T N MNDD]
explains: m1o W1 Yy comes to exclude Y »2»n that one does not receive m for if he is 921y and "nxon v Sy excludes Nos and
nom. Although they do have the punishment of 13, one does not bring a mxvon if he is 121y them.

The 0" [X'D X' mw Dn] says: if one is 12w a nwyn N3 vww nwyn N9 mxn that one would be 15 2»n on if he did it intentionally,
if he did it »»wa he must bring a mxvN 1277. The 0" says: Every npay that one is w2 115 270, one is (always) 2»n a nxvon Y27 if it
is done »wa. There are only 3 exceptions to this rule. 1) qx one who curses 'n. This has no nwyn so it is excluded. 2 and 3) nom & Noa.
They're excluded because they are nwy mxn and one only brings a nxvn on a NWYN Y.

The Mishnah 0] says that a -prv brings a npyw w naw> (she-lamb or she-goat) for his mxwn. Whereas a now) that must bring a mxon yap
brings a vyw (he-goat). The Gemara [>] leams that when the Torah says a »owa brings a -y, itis referring to a king who is the highest authority
and 'n NOX 13 By PN, This excludes a standard aown of a vaw that does have someone above him. The Gemara relates [20] that 2 asked
NN, MNP, is my minown considered great enough that if the "2 would be o»p | would have to bring a Pyw for my mxon? xon
answered that you aren't the highest authority as you have a counterpart in 913, namely the xmb) e and we pasken that you need 'n xoN 3 PN,

The yaw 9xa asks: What significance is there to his question, the w1 12 wasn't standing during his lifeime? Some answer that 27 wanted
to know the nabn in case he ever was a xw, this way he could write it Yop392 S0 21930 MW he will know which 127 to bring. Similarly to
when [: nmaw] YerON 12 SNy " was 2 a nvon, he wrote in his ©R)9 to bring a v nxon when the "> will be rebuilt 2.

The oomnx ask: Why does a vt who is "1 mna (under 20 years old) bring a nixwon? After all, only one above 20 is 115 2»n? Yy y0n
[:08 maw 'on ©"wn 3] brings this nwi and explains: A mxon 1277 does not come as a N9 for the 1750 wny 193 [0, rather it comes to
atone for the nonn 9. When we say that only on a w5 that has a m15 wny does one bring a mxon, it is the o way that tells us that this n»ay
is very mon. Itis only on these ynNo awan that one brings a mxwon, but the mxon has no ~wp to the mo waw. So, even if one is under 20 and
doesn't actually receive ™o (yet), he has still been 22w a very w5 awon that comes together with > and he therefore must bring a nixon.

228 0on 0w that brings this 9"4ih owa noxe. mm n‘,n N“ﬂ I ;g;;;’; Uin I (2 Napn o 2’5?1(2.7
Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim ben Attar zz”I (Ohr HaChayim HaKadosh) would say: | " > ™ asemam 7" ™ 7
“n 92 yown 8O oX Y - The curses detailed in Parshas Bechukosai are written in plural, while those in our parsha are
expressed in the singular. The punishments mentioned previously are national in nature and will only transpire if the entire
nation engages in sinful activities. For this reason, they are written in the plural. Our parsha, on the other hand, is expressed

in the singular, as it addresses individuals who sin even at a time when the nation as a whole is behaving properly.”

A Wise Man would say: “Those who lack courage will always find a philosophy to iustifv it.” “@ﬁﬂg&‘gﬁ;};ﬂ;’mﬂe&
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Sigmund Freud, the Austrian neurologist and psychiatrist who is widely considered the father of psychoanalysis and a
founding figure in psychology, is best known for developing a therapeutic technique that explores unconscious thoughts and
feelings to treat mental health issues. Freud was 82 years old and suffering from cancer of the jaw when he fled to London
from Vienna in 1938. Freedom gave him a final burst of creative energy and in the last 18 months of his life he finished a
book which he had hesitated over for years and compiled a summary of his life’s work, An Outline of Psychoanalysis.
When asked about his productivity at the time, he was known to give a rather curious response: ‘“Thank the Fuhrer.”

After Hitler came to power, many Jews saw the writing on the wall and left Germany. Einstein, for example, did so almost
at once. But Freud steadfastly refused, even though many friends warned him that the Nazis were bound to take over Austria.
When they finally did in March 1938, Freud still would not consider leaving. He only changed his mind on March 22nd when
the Gestapo arrested his beloved daughter Anna. Gripped with fear, Freud frantically paced up and down his apartment and he
did not even know of the pills she had taken with her so that she could commit suicide in case she was tortured.

In the end, Anna was allowed to return home as a result of intense pressure from two close friends of Freud, Princess Marie
Bonaparte, Napoleon’s great grandniece and William Bullitt, the American ambassador to France. These connections,
however, would not have been enough to persuade the Nazis to let Freud leave. Here, he had an improbable stroke of luck.
The Nazis imposed a Komissar to run every Jewish business in Austria just as they had done in Germany. The Komissar’s job
was to fleece Jews of as much money as they could. By sheer fluke, the Nazis appointed as Freud’s Komissar Dr. Anton
Sauerwald, a forty-four year-old chemist whose hobbies included bomb-making and gardening. It was Freud’s good fortune
that Sauerwald’s professor had been one of Freud’s friends. As an academic, Sauerwald felt he had to read Freud’s books so
that he could perform his duties properly. Recognizing Freud’s brilliance, slowly the Nazi chemist became convinced that he
should help Freud, even though he was a Jew. He hid damning evidence that the analyst had secret bank accounts in a number
of European countries. Then he helped Freud and sixteen members of his family get exit visas. These cost a great deal of
money which Freud did not have, but his Komissar arranged for the sale of some of Freud’s antiquities to foot the bill. Even
more remarkable, Sauerwald got the Gestapo to pay for transporting Freud’s books and the famous analytic couch to London.

On the day of his escape, the Gestapo would not let Freud board the train for Paris until he provided a statement that
absolved them of blame. “I can heartily recommend the Gestapo to anyone,” Freud wrote. The Nazis did not see the irony.

Freud told his friends he thanked Hitler for making it necessary for him to leave. Sauerwald stayed in touch and then came
to London himself to see the old man; Freud promptly complained about English doctors and asked him to get his Vienna
doctor to come to treat him. As the doctor was a Nazi he didn’t need an exit visa, and Sauerwald offered to drive him to
London. The doctor operated on Freud the day after he arrived, an operation Freud believed gave him another year of life.

One might have expected the Freud family to be very grateful to Sauerwald, but sadly they were not. After the war, one of
Freud’s nephews, Harry, who was an American officer tracked Sauerwald down and had him arrested. Sauverwald was charged
with war crimes, specifically of robbing the Freud family of its assets. Sauerwald’s trial lasted longer than those at Nuremberg.
He spent months sick in jail before he ever set foot in the court. From his cell Sauerwald appealed to the Freud family for help
and eventually Anna wrote a letter detailing how Sauerwald had saved her father. But even then, she did not actually sign it.

‘When the dust settled, it was determined that Dr. Anton Sauerwald had saved 16 Jews in all. He failed to obtain exit visas

for four of Freud’s sisters, and they all died in concentration camps. Although he was prosecuted, many historians feel he =%
deserved far better than he received. Perhaps when Freud was thanking the Fuhrer, he had another Nazi in mind. &capeof Sigmnd Freud) | o
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rom this posuk, the Torah is clearly detailing to us how critical it is to serve Hakadosh Boruch Hu with happiness. It

Rachmana Litzlan, must sometimes endure.

"C, would seem that nrnw - true happiness and joy, is the antidote or can at least help prevent NN - the harsh curses that we,

It is told that one year, as the Baal Shem Tov z¢#”’l waited to recite kiddush levana on Motzei Yom Kippur, there was no
visible moon as the sky was completely overcast. He saw with ruach hakodesh that it was imperative for it to be recited

G that night, or the results could be catastrophic for Yidden around the world. He tried all sorts of his holy avodah to clear the
g | skies, but to no avail. The clouds remained overcast and the holy fefillah could not yet be recited.

The Chassidim, oblivious to their Rebbe’s angst and actions, were dancing joyously as every year, to celebrate the

g% ;] culmination of the holy day. Their ecstatic dancing reached a frenzy and they dared to ask their Rebbe to join. He agreed
and did indeed dance with them. In the midst of rejoicing, they suddenly realized that the moon appeared! A neis!

The Baal Shem Tov exclaimed: “What I couldn’t accomplish through Kabbalistic supplications was achieved with the

. | simcha we exuded just being nnnwa N >12.” In fact, the Rebbe, Reb Bunim zt”I quotes the posuk, "N NNNW1 »" -

“With happiness you will go out” and explains it as follows: Through the middah of simcha, you will be enabled to leave —

to exit — from all your tzaros.

We read these words specifically at this juncture, that we may strengthen our resolve, both personally and communally,
to live and serve Hashem b’simcha. Perhaps through the joy we exhibit, Hashem will rescind all mwp m ) and shower us

& all with unlimited beracha and besurgs tapos! MO MW YNN PMYYP v N9oN!
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»\; ;";‘1} Ywn: Moshe Shmuel Noll, a 21-year-old Israeli soldier from
<& | Beit Shemesh, fell in battle in northern Gaza on July 3, 2025,
Y& after a life marked by extraordinary perseverance. From

struggling to read, to embodying joy and faith, his story,

(t, shared by his rabbis at his moving funeral, reveals the
o$_| profound spirit behind the soldier’s sacrifice.

At the funeral, his rebbi from Kfar Zeitim Yeshivah shared
one thing of profound significance. This is what he said:

C *| “Moshe had unimaginable learning difficulties. He couldn’t
%] read or write when he arrived at the yeshivah. Yet he never

gave up. He borrowed children’s books to practice reading,

~¥m| without shame, just pure determination. When he wanted to

learn to daven, he memorized the entire prayer service over a

But this is what really struck me: Despite all his struggles,
Moshe was always happy and smiling! When I asked how he
managed to stay so positive, Moshe’s response was profound
and well beyond his years: “Things are hard enough for me as
itis. Do I need to add the challenge of sadness too?!””

Yon3: One of the most important ideas in Judaism is
happiness. The Torah tells us the reason for so much
suffering is, “Because you didn’t serve Hashem with
happiness.” Imagine if we all thought the same way young
Moshe Shmuel, Hy”d, felt throughout his short life -
choosing not to add unnecessary suffering to life’s inevitable
challenges. We would be better people. We would feel better
and have better relationships with the people closest to us.
Ultimately it is up to each individual to choose his or her life.
Is it going to be a life of burden, or a life of glamour, light as a
bird reaching ever higher levels of spirituality?

;’C’,‘T: year, section by section, reviewing until he knew it by heart.
NUGGETS ON THE P.

FOCUS
AND BE A BETTER JEW BY R' YEHOSHUA GOLD
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On our posuk, Chazal say: "wN12w P2>9n N, this refers to the tefillin worn on the head. My grandfather would often share
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Yeshaya HaNavi exhorts Klal Yisroel to arise, for their
light has dawned. However, in the next posuk, the Navi says
that darkness shall cover the earth. In fact, Chazal (Sanhedrin
99a) tell us that one should be cautious to hasten the day of
reckoning, for it will be a day of darkness - as is relayed by
Amos HaNavi (5:18). As such, Chazal say that Moshiach
will come when “darkness befalls the people.” If so, why are
we so anxiously awaiting the coming of Moshiach?

The answer lies in the words of Chazal. The Gemara tells
us there that the following question was asked to Rabbi
Avahu: “When will Moshiach come?” He answered that he
will come “when darkness enshrouds these people.” To this
the questioner remarked that it would seem as though Rabbi

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY n"jvsn
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Avahu was cursing the Jews. However, the truth is that Rabbi
Avahu was conflating the heretic questioner with the heretical
nations of the world. This, says Chazal, is comparable to a
rooster and a bat who are looking forward to the light of day.
For the rooster, light is an indication of his impending time to

become active. But for the bat, nighttime is his daytime, when |

he is active. What may appear to be darkness to one, may just
be lightness in disguise — and vis-a-versa.

Klal Yisroel anxiously awaits the coming of Moshiach
because we know that while there may be an incredible
darkness that will befall the world, Hashem will always shine
light upon his children, and the light we are so desperately
seeking is right there waiting for us.

% a story about the Baal HaTanya. When the Alter Rebbe was imprisoned by Russian authorities, a jailor entered his cell and
g% | saw him wearing fefillin. He immediately fled in fear. The Chassidim asked what had frightened him so. The Baal HaTanya
5 | answered: “Chazal say that the nations will see Hashem’s name upon us and fear us, which is fulfilled through the tefillin shel
”“"C, rosh.” But they pressed further: “Rebbe, the Cossacks see us wearing tefillin regularly, and they show no fear!” The Rebbe

explained: “The Gemara doesn’t say tefillin ‘Al harosh’, tefillin upon the head, but tefillin ‘Shebirosh’ - tefillin within the head.

3 ;‘”m} When fefillin become part of who we are, shaping our thoughts and essence, then their power shines forth and commands awe.”

The Meshech Chochma, R’ Meir Simcha Hakohen z¢”l, adds further depth. The tefillin shel rosh and shel yad each

¥ contain Hashem’s Name 21 times. Together, they total 42, corresponding to a special forty-two letter Name of Hashem

mentioned in the Gemara, revealed only to men of great stature. This is our goal; to reach a point when Hashem’s Forty-Two

’WC, Letter Name will be revealed to the world. In our current exile, a time of hester panim, we primarily experience the aspect of
gk | shel yad, which is hidden from view. By internalizing the message of tefillin, we can reach a period of shel rosh, which is worn
*| openly. Hashem’s forty-two letter Name will be revealed, and the nations will revere Him and His people.

This idea appears at our redemption’s beginning. When Moshe asked what Name to tell Bnei Yisroel in Mitzrayim,

_,‘V\} Hashem replied: n-nN, numerically 21. At the Exodus, Hashem revealed n-mnN 9WN n-nN, two times 21, equaling 42.
X5 Redemption moved from concealment to revelation. May we merit the final Geulah, when the posuk will be fulfilled: wn"

"IV XIPI 'D DV XIND Y D5 - all nations will see Hashem’s Name upon us, and the world will stand in awe.




