
kutnau ihnh ouhv of,t vumn hfbt rat ohrcsv kfn rux, tku
 /// oscgk ohrjt ohvkt hrjt ,fkk(sh-jf)grud ;hxunv kf - 

    d'uhrcs kg rhnjvk hkcn wlurg ijkawv hrcs ,t ou,c ohhen ostaf vb
kg rhnjvk aecnv vz okut 'a"ak ov uh,ufhkv kfu 'raf ost tuva lfc jhfun
/uckc ,rruav vrh,h vtrhn ,ugcub uh,urnuju 'ohrafv in tuv oda if,h 'uhrcs
uv,pnv rmhv ,mg ot hf vz ihtu 'vtrhn vtmu, uh,urnuj ihta rnuk ouen ah okut
arpunu kscun ubhva 'h,hnt ohna trhu ofj aht od ///wrhnjnw tuva lfc rtp,vk
rrugk zg iumrn er ,ugcub uh,urnuja unmgc gsuhu ',urtp,vu trvuh ka dhx kfn
uhkgu 'v"cev ka ubumr uvz ifta juyc ,uhvk kufh ubht ihhsg 'utruck jur ,jb
,ukucj,n sjt hf 'vke, hshk uthcvk ,ukufh ukt uh,urnuj iht ot cyhv eusck
'hutrv in vz ihta ouenc utruc og sxj,vk uhkga ostv ,t ,u,pk tuv rmhv
'ohtrhvu ohehsmv ,t lfc vxbn rehgcu 'u,ushxjn vke, rcs tm, ;uxcka ubhcvc

 /vgnanf vrhcgk ,u,pk jhkmh tk ukt ,ta ubhcvc
 og tscug v,utfu    gggg""""hhhhzzzz    wwwwoooohhhhhhhhjjjj    ....ppppjjjjwwwwvvvv    kkkkggggcccc    iiiirrrrnnnnu,chah hshnk, kg shpeva '

'ovk ,arsbv vbhav ,uga ,t utknha hsf 'vkhkc rag vgac iuahk ufkha ihstrc
/,rjnv ouhc hgcsf otruc ,t sucgk o,kufhc vhvhu ovhkg ,cauhn o,gs vhv,u
vchahv kfhvc euksv rutv ,t vcfn vhvu 'ogumh kg ,ukgk ohrujcv ,t zrzn vhvu
ohrujc vzht uhv okut /u,gs kg ohnfj,nv ohrujc vzht urtah tka lfc tsuuk hsf
vcrv f"f ohfhrm obhta urghau 'wohhj .pjwv ka u,gsn vph o,gsa cuajk ugya
'ufrsk lkv wohhj .pjwva rjtu 'osunk, kg sueak ov ohkufh ihhsgu 'vbhak ,uga

/osunk,k ucau kfhvv ,t urhtv cuau vchahv kfhvk urzju ocfann ov une
   

lmrtn thc, rat vnstv hrp kf ,hatrn ,jeku
 /// lk i,b lhekt wv rat(c-uf)ohrufhc ka jfv ihbgc - 

    nvumnv ksud rtck hsfu /vhc cdabu rhst jf ahu !tkpb vumn thv ohrufhc ,um
,ukzn hp kg ,ukrud vag garv inva /r,xt ,khdn kg hba oudr,v hrcs ohseb
asuju asuj kfcu /ohsuvhv kf ,t durvku shnavk jfv uk vhvh asuj vzhtc ,utrk
tca sg /ktrah kkf ,t durvk ,kufhv uk vhv tk kznv hp kg gusn vchx vhv
kkfk vhv ixhb asujcs /kznv hp kg ,kufhv uk vhv asuj u,utcu 'rst asujk
kkf durvk ,kufhv invk vhv tk if kgu ovhkg ihdn vhva jxp ka djv ktrah
kf kg ihdn vhv vzu vru, i,n ka cuy ouhv vhv iuhx asujcu /vz asujc ktrah
in kg tk ycac" :k"zu tkpb rcs hba oudr,v rnt yca asujcu /vz asujc ktrah

 /f"g '"thhrufhc ihchren iuvbn hs thhbkhtk t,a tjrh ahr tuv vhc hs kkdc
tuv vz asujcs 'ktrah kkf durvk ,kufhv uk vhv tk inv 'yca asujc hrv    
ka ,urhpn ohrufhc thcvk ,kufhc ktrah kkf 'vz asujnu ',ubkhtk vbav atrv
invk jfv vhv tk 'uz vumn jfa ohrufhc ka jfv ibhzj !tkpb rcs /vasjv vbav
kkf kg ihdvk jfc ohrufhc ,umn gusn rtck ahu /ktrah kkf ,t durvk garv

rzju 'rcsc wohhj .pjwv ihjcv ohnhv in ouhca sg ',faunn vpue, udvb lf    
urzj vrhrc ,hkcu 'u,suepk ,hhmk ohrujcv uktk ,uruvk vchahv kfhvk tuv od
'trndv kt vbuatrcf urzj cuau 'ovn vexp tk ihhsga uktf uhv okut 'ogumhk
cua tmnafu 'u,suepk oh,hhmn okufa t#S%u&k hsf ,hahkac ghpuv ohhj .pjvu
tna 'ohrehv hhshnk, :rntu j,p 'ovhrpx kg ohbufr ovaf wohnfjwv ,t
!ofshc thv ,ugya ofk ugs !?vkhkj vru,c uexg, tka hbumra o,t ohrucx
kcek r"vmhv kufh lhtv vbvs !arus hbt of,ru, ,tu of,cuy ,t er 'vcrstu
hfu ?vru, ka vnkugc er ohgueav 'ihstr ,chahn ohrujc kmt hvakf vzhjt
/uk u,hhmh tk vchahv hshnk,a tuv gsuh tukv ?usnkh tka ovk rnthu tuch
vtmnv rmhv tmn ifk 'rauhv in ostv hbc ,uyvk shep, uk aha rjtn okut
,uga sugu sug ahsevk uphxuha o,u,pku 'w,uhbumhewk ohshnk,v ,t ,u,pk
;uxck ufpv,hu 'ovk usngh tk ohrujcv ka ovh,ujufa ugshc 'vru,v exgk
ufrymh hf 'ovhhj hnh kfc ovh,u,ut ,t ub,h ohrcsvu 'k"r apbcu ;udc ohkujk
/hgcsf osunhkc shn,vk o,kufhc vhv, tk cuau 'ovh,uakuj og ssun,vk

 !?ub,ut xurvk ushc ghhxb otv :urntc uhrcs ,t wohhj .pjwv rhypv itfu
vumn hfbt rat ohrcsv kfn rux, tkuw rnta rjta cu,fv znr vz rcs kgu    
rsdc vhybv ihta lk vnsb ot oda ,uruvk 'wkut«n&GU ihnhw ;hxuv wouhv of,t
?vnku 'vzn rhvz v#h+v if hp kg ;t 'wihnhw whjc - trnuj ot hf vz ihtu 'wtyjw
ut ihnhw rnuk u,buuf htsu wkut«n&Gu ihnhw rnutaf 'rnukf !wkut«n&GUw :thv vcua,v
u,hhyba hnu 'wkut«n&Gwk u,hhyb iht wihnhwk thv u,hhyba hn hf 'wkut«n&G
ihnhk iv thv vhhyva ugnanf uarpk rapt hta lf 'wihnhwk u,hhyb ihtwkut«n&Gwk
lu,na ,uruvk ?;hxunv wut-uwc wkut«n&GU ihnhw c,f if ot vnku 'ktnak ivu

///tkue hshk h,ts trnujc rcusna - 'kh.t&n&G%v&k ;uxck lhan, ih.nhh%n v,ta
 /uzf trub jfv ovk aha ubhmn tku ',umn vnfu vnf ah 'ktrah

,umnc ,hkf,v rehga urthc oharpnv kf vbvs 'ihbgv rtck vtrbu     
ufhrtvu /ubk vb,hba ,urhpv kf kg ,"havk ,usuvk '"cuyv ,rfv" tuv ohrufhc
hshk tck tuv cuyv ,rfv ka vsucgv rehgu /vkusd ,ufhrtc vzc oharpnv kf
ka vrhac ohrnut ubtu /usckn sug ihtu /kfk xbrpnu izv tuva ',"havc vbuntv
icre ohthcnaf ohrnuta runznv tuva '(e ohkv,) vsu,k runzn ka vtsuv

/"u,hgrn itmu ung ubjbt uku ubag tuv ohvkt tuv wv hf ugs" - vsu,
 whgu    oooo""""hhhhcccckkkknnnnccccokuf ov ,ujufv kfa rnuk vbuufva '"ohekt tuv wv" rthca 

/"usckn sug iht" vbuntv ann uvzu /okuf ,t dhvbnv tuvu ',uthmnc ohyap,nv
 rthcu /"uk" hreu "tk" ch,f '"ubjbt uku ubag tuv" ohrnut ubta vn odueeee""""ssssrrrrvvvv

khjv ,t ubk vag ubhsh omugu ubjf rnuk kfub tka uaurhpu" :k"zu ch,fv ,buuf
',"havc vnhka vbuntv hshk tck ,"havk vtsuv ka ,hkf,v uvzu /k"fg '"vzv
,tcv ka ,hkf,v rehg uvzu /"ubjbt tk" '"hsh omgu hjf" rnuk a"uj tku
ov okuf vasjv vbav ,urhpc ubdava vn kfa 'vbuntv hshk tck ohrufhc
,umn gusn cyhhv icun 'ifa iuhfu /usckn sug ihta ubhjufn tku ,"hav ,tn
sug iht" ka ohhjv apbv ka gushv vkudxv uvza /ktrah kkf kg ihdn ohrufhc

/kkf vhc yukak kufh gr oua iht 'usckn sug ihtc ihntnva '"usckn

"",tyj u,ddau ,rf ubusza rcsc uruha sg ihchhj s"c iht - The Mishnah states: s"c does not bring a [rcs okgv rp] icre for a mistaken exp,
unless the exp resulted in ktrah kkf cur being oiver a utk that if done shznc one would be ,rf chhj and if done dduac one would be chhj a
,tyj. Earlier we learned, if a shjh followed this erroneous s"c exp, he would be ruyp from bringing a ,tyj icre.  [iht v"s :j ,unch]wxu,
explains: ,rf ubusz kg comes to exclude  ihutk hchhj that one does not receive ,rf for if he is rcug and ",tyj u,dda kgu" excludes jxp and
vkhn. Although they do have the punishment of ,rf, one does not bring a ,tyj if he is rcug them.
     The  [t"v 't"p ,udda wkv]o"cnr  says: if one is rcug a vagn vc aha vag, tk ,umn that one would be ,rf chhj on if he did it intentionally,
if he did it dduac he must bring a ,tyj icre. The o"cnr says: Every vrhcg that one is shznc ,rf chhj, one is (always) chhj a ,tyj icre if it
is done dduac. There are only 3 exceptions to this rule. 1) ;sdn one who curses wv. This has no vagn so it is excluded. 2 and 3) vkhn & jxp.
They’re excluded because they are vag ,umn and one only brings a ,tyj on a vag, tk.
     The Mishnah [/y] says that a shjh brings a vrhga ut vcaf (she-lamb or she-goat) for his ,tyj. Whereas a thab that must bring a ,tyj icre
brings a rhga (he-goat). The Gemara [/h] learns that when the Torah says a thab brings a rhga, it is referring to a king who is the highest authority
and wv tkt uhcd kg iht. This excludes a standard thab of a yca that does have someone above him. The Gemara relates [:th] that hcr asked wr
thhj, hbt iudf, is my ,uthab considered great enough that if the e"nvhc would be ohhe I would have to bring a rhga for my ,tyj? thhj wr
answered that you aren’t the highest authority as you have a counterpart in kcc, namely the t,ukd ahr and we pasken that you need wv tkt uhcd iht. 
    The gca rtc asks: What significance is there to his question, the asenv ,hc wasn’t standing during his lifetime? Some answer that hcr wanted
to know the vfkv in case he ever was a ddua, this way he could write it uxebpc so e"nvhcv vbchaf he will know which icre to bring. Similarly to
when [:ch ,ca] gahkt ic ktgnah wr was chhj a ,tyj, he wrote in his xebp to bring a vbhna ,tyj when the e"nvhc will be rebuilt c"c.
    The ohburjt ask: Why does a kusd who is wfn ,ujp (under 20 years old) bring a ,tyj? After all, only one above 20 is ,rf chhj? kdbg h"rdv
[:yp ,ca wxn x"av hbuhkd] brings this vae and explains: A ,tyj icre does not come as a vrpf for the ,rfv abug ,rpf [,rf], rather it comes to
atone for the tyjv ;ud. When we say that only on a utk that has a ,rf abug does one bring a ,tyj, it is the ,rf abug that tells us that this vrhcg
is very runj. It is only on these ihuutk runj that one brings a ,tyj, but the ,tyj has no rae to the ,rf abug. So, even if one is under 20 and
doesn’t actually receive ,rf (yet), he has still been rcug a very utk runj that comes together with ,rf and he therefore must bring a ,tyj. ihhgu
hcm ofj ,"ua that brings this  oac vktak"rvnv .                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim ben Attar zt”l (Ohr HaChayim HaKadosh) would say:
    “wv kuec gna, tk ot vhvuw - The curses detailed in Parshas Bechukosai are written in plural, while those in our parsha are
expressed in the singular. The punishments mentioned previously are national in nature and will only transpire if the entire
nation engages in sinful activities. For this reason, they are written in the plural. Our parsha, on the other hand, is expressed
in the singular, as it addresses individuals who sin even at a time when the nation as a whole is behaving properly.”

A Wise Man would say: “Those who lack courage will always find a philosophy to justify it.”                               
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (46)
Driving on Chol Hamoed. Since we have been discussing laws
of cars and Chol Hamoed Sukkos is around the corner, it is
relevant to talk about the following common cases. On Chol
Hamoed, the general rule is that one may only do a simple activity
for needs of the Yom Tov or Chol Hamoed itself. Skilled work
(ma’asei uman) is only permitted for cases of monetary loss or
for food needs (1). One might argue that since a license is
required to drive and necessitates care and extreme attention,
one should not be permitted to drive a car, even for Yom Tov
needs and certainly not for pleasure trips. However, this is not
the case. In regards to Chol Hamoed, a skilled activity means
when something new is created, such as building, plumbing,
sewing. Driving, however, doesn’t create anything but rather
transports a car from place to place (2). Therefore, one may take a
pleasure trip as a bonafide holiday need and even use a GPS.
One may even drive a short distance that he could easily walk (3).
Driving Lessons. Usually driving lessons are not a festival need

      

and should not be done. If a situation would come up where a
final driving lesson is necessary to take a road test that will allow
the driver to do festival needs that he needs, it is permissible.
Similarly, if someone is only home Chol Hamoed, and will never
otherwise be able to attain a skill that he will need as a life
necessity, it is like a monetary loss - suctv rcs - and is permitted.
Filling up a Car with Gasoline. One may deliberately wait till
Chol Hamoed to purchase foods (4). Other needs, such as tissues,
should be purchased before Yom Tov and not left on purpose to
buy on Chol Hamoed. In case they were not bought before Yom
Tov, even on purpose, one can buy them on Chol Hamoed if
necessary for Yom Tov. Accordingly, one should fill up his gas tank
before Yom Tov to avoid having to fill up on Chol Hamoed (5). If
one didn’t and needs to fill up for Yom Tov needs, it is permitted
to fill up on Chol Hamoed (6), even if not all the gas will be used
on Chol Hamoed [ohrughac huchr is even permitted on Yom Tov, as
in O.C. 533:2, and certainly on Chol Hamoed]. Car repair is a bit
more complicated and will be explained next week IY”H.

       



    On our posuk, Chazal say: "atrca ihkhp, ukt", this refers to the tefillin worn on the head. My grandfather would often share
a story about the Baal HaTanya. When the Alter Rebbe was imprisoned by Russian authorities, a jailor entered his cell and
saw him wearing tefillin. He immediately fled in fear. The Chassidim asked what had frightened him so. The Baal HaTanya
answered: “Chazal say that the nations will see Hashem’s name upon us and fear us, which is fulfilled through the tefillin shel
rosh.” But they pressed further: “Rebbe, the Cossacks see us wearing tefillin regularly, and they show no fear!” The Rebbe
explained: “The Gemara doesn’t say tefillin ‘Al harosh’, tefillin upon the head, but tefillin ‘Shebirosh’ - tefillin within the head.
When tefillin become part of who we are, shaping our thoughts and essence, then their power shines forth and commands awe.”
    The Meshech Chochma, R’ Meir Simcha Hakohen zt”l, adds further depth. The tefillin shel rosh and shel yad each
contain Hashem’s Name 21 times. Together, they total 42, corresponding to a special forty-two letter Name of Hashem
mentioned in the Gemara, revealed only to men of great stature. This is our goal; to reach a point when Hashem’s Forty-Two
Letter Name will be revealed to the world. In our current exile, a time of hester panim, we primarily experience the aspect of
shel yad, which is hidden from view. By internalizing the message of tefillin, we can reach a period of shel rosh, which is worn
openly. Hashem’s forty-two letter Name will be revealed, and the nations will revere Him and His people.
    This idea appears at our redemption’s beginning. When Moshe asked what Name to tell Bnei Yisroel in Mitzrayim,
Hashem replied: v-hvt, numerically 21. At the Exodus, Hashem revealed v-hvt rat v-hvt, two times 21, equaling 42.
Redemption moved from concealment to revelation. May we merit the final Geulah, when the posuk will be fulfilled: utru"
"lhkg treb wv oa hf .rtv hng kf - all nations will see Hashem’s Name upon us, and the world will stand in awe.

    From this posuk, the Torah is clearly detailing to us how critical it is to serve Hakadosh Boruch Hu with happiness. It
would seem that vjna - true happiness and joy, is the antidote or can at least help prevent vjfu, - the harsh curses that we,
Rachmana Litzlan, must sometimes endure.
     It is told that one year, as the Baal Shem Tov zt”l waited to recite kiddush levana on Motzei Yom Kippur, there was no
visible moon as the sky was completely overcast. He saw with ruach hakodesh that it was imperative for it to be recited
that night, or the results could be catastrophic for Yidden around the world. He tried all sorts of his holy avodah to clear the
skies, but to no avail. The clouds remained overcast and the holy tefillah could not yet be recited. 
     The Chassidim, oblivious to their Rebbe’s angst and actions, were dancing joyously as every year, to celebrate the
culmination of the holy day. Their ecstatic dancing reached a frenzy and they dared to ask their Rebbe to join. He agreed
and did indeed dance with them. In the midst of rejoicing, they suddenly realized that the moon appeared! A neis! 
     The Baal Shem Tov exclaimed: “What I couldn’t accomplish through Kabbalistic supplications was achieved with the
simcha we exuded just being vjnac wv hscug.” In fact, the Rebbe, Reb Bunim zt”l quotes the posuk, "utm, vjnac hf" -
“With happiness you will go out” and explains it as follows: Through the middah of simcha, you will be enabled to leave –
to exit – from all your tzaros.
     We read these words specifically at this juncture, that we may strengthen our resolve, both personally and communally,
to live and serve Hashem b’simcha.  Perhaps through the joy we exhibit, Hashem will rescind all ,uae ,urhzd and shower us
all with unlimited beracha and besuros tovos! vh,ufrcu vba kj, 'vh,ukkeu vba vkf,!                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 ///.rt vxfh lajv vbv hf(c-x whgah)

 wv oa hf .rtv hng kf utru
 /// lnn utrhu lhkg treb(h-jf)

 lhekt wv ,t ,scg tk rat ,j,
/// kf crn cck cuycu vjnac (zn-jf)/// uhbpk xub, ohfrs vgcacu uhkt tm, sjt lrsc lhcht hbpk ;db wv lb,h (vf-jf)

     Sigmund Freud, the Austrian neurologist and psychiatrist who is widely considered the father of psychoanalysis and a
founding figure in psychology, is best known for developing a therapeutic technique that explores unconscious thoughts and
feelings to treat mental health issues. Freud was 82 years old and suffering from cancer of the jaw when he fled to London
from Vienna in 1938. Freedom gave him a final burst of creative energy and in the last 18 months of his life he finished a
book which he had hesitated over for years and compiled a summary of his life’s work, An Outline of Psychoanalysis. 
    When asked about his productivity at the time, he was known to give a rather curious response: “Thank the Fuhrer.”
    After Hitler came to power, many Jews saw the writing on the wall and left Germany. Einstein, for example, did so almost
at once. But Freud steadfastly refused, even though many friends warned him that the Nazis were bound to take over Austria.
When they finally did in March 1938, Freud still would not consider leaving. He only changed his mind on March 22nd when
the Gestapo arrested his beloved daughter Anna. Gripped with fear, Freud frantically paced up and down his apartment and he
did not even know of the pills she had taken with her so that she could commit suicide in case she was tortured.
    In the end, Anna was allowed to return home as a result of intense pressure from two close friends of Freud, Princess Marie
Bonaparte, Napoleon’s great grandniece and William Bullitt, the American ambassador to France. These connections,
however, would not have been enough to persuade the Nazis to let Freud leave. Here, he had an improbable stroke of luck.
The Nazis imposed a Komissar to run every Jewish business in Austria just as they had done in Germany. The Komissar’s job
was to fleece Jews of as much money as they could. By sheer fluke, the Nazis appointed as Freud’s Komissar Dr. Anton
Sauerwald, a forty-four year-old chemist whose hobbies included bomb-making and gardening. It was Freud’s good fortune
that Sauerwald’s professor had been one of Freud’s friends. As an academic, Sauerwald felt he had to read Freud’s books so
that he could perform his duties properly. Recognizing Freud’s brilliance, slowly the Nazi chemist became convinced that he
should help Freud, even though he was a Jew. He hid damning evidence that the analyst had secret bank accounts in a number
of European countries. Then he helped Freud and sixteen members of his family get exit visas. These cost a great deal of
money which Freud did not have, but his Komissar arranged for the sale of some of Freud’s antiquities to foot the bill. Even
more remarkable, Sauerwald got the Gestapo to pay for transporting Freud’s books and the famous analytic couch to London.
    On the day of his escape, the Gestapo would not let Freud board the train for Paris until he provided a statement that
absolved them of blame. “I can heartily recommend the Gestapo to anyone,” Freud wrote. The Nazis did not see the irony.
    Freud told his friends he thanked Hitler for making it necessary for him to leave. Sauerwald stayed in touch and then came
to London himself to see the old man; Freud promptly complained about English doctors and asked him to get his Vienna
doctor to come to treat him. As the doctor was a Nazi he didn’t need an exit visa, and Sauerwald offered to drive him to
London. The doctor operated on Freud the day after he arrived, an operation Freud believed gave him another year of life. 
    One might have expected the Freud family to be very grateful to Sauerwald, but sadly they were not. After the war, one of
Freud’s nephews, Harry, who was an American officer tracked Sauerwald down and had him arrested. Sauerwald was charged
with war crimes, specifically of robbing the Freud family of its assets. Sauerwald’s trial lasted longer than those at Nuremberg.
He spent months sick in jail before he ever set foot in the court. From his cell Sauerwald appealed to the Freud family for help
and eventually Anna wrote a letter detailing how Sauerwald had saved her father. But even then, she did not actually sign it.
     When the dust settled, it was determined that Dr. Anton Sauerwald had saved 16 Jews in all. He failed to obtain exit visas
for four of Freud’s sisters, and they all died in concentration camps. Although he was prosecuted, many historians feel he
deserved far better than he received. Perhaps when Freud was thanking the Fuhrer, he had another Nazi in mind. (Escape of Sigmund Freud)        
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 /// vjnac lhekt wv ,t ,scg tk rat ,j,)zn-jf(
llllyyyynnnn: Moshe Shmuel Noll, a 21-year-old Israeli soldier from
Beit Shemesh, fell in battle in northern Gaza on July 8, 2025,
after a life marked by extraordinary perseverance. From
struggling to read, to embodying joy and faith, his story,
shared by his rabbis at his moving funeral, reveals the
profound spirit behind the soldier’s sacrifice. 
   At the funeral, his rebbi from Kfar Zeitim Yeshivah shared
one thing of profound significance. This is what he said:
“Moshe had unimaginable learning difficulties. He couldn’t
read or write when he arrived at the yeshivah. Yet he never
gave up. He borrowed children’s books to practice reading,
without shame, just pure determination. When he wanted to
learn to daven, he memorized the entire prayer service over a
year, section by section, reviewing until he knew it by heart.

  

But this is what really struck me: Despite all his struggles,
Moshe was always happy and smiling! When I asked how he
managed to stay so positive, Moshe’s response was profound
and well beyond his years: ‘Things are hard enough for me as
it is. Do I need to add the challenge of sadness too?!’”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: One of the most important ideas in Judaism is
happiness. The Torah tells us the reason for so much
suffering is, “Because you didn’t serve Hashem with
happiness.” Imagine if we all thought the same way young
Moshe Shmuel, Hy”d, felt throughout his short life -
choosing not to add unnecessary suffering to life’s inevitable
challenges. We would be better people. We would feel better
and have better relationships with the people closest to us.
Ultimately it is up to each individual to choose his or her life.
Is it going to be a life of burden, or a life of glamour, light as a
bird reaching ever higher levels of spirituality?

     Yeshaya HaNavi exhorts Klal Yisroel to arise, for their
light has dawned. However, in the next posuk, the Navi says
that darkness shall cover the earth. In fact, Chazal (Sanhedrin
99a) tell us that one should be cautious to hasten the day of
reckoning, for it will be a day of darkness - as is relayed by
Amos HaNavi (5:18). As such, Chazal say that Moshiach
will come when “darkness befalls the people.” If so, why are
we so anxiously awaiting the coming of Moshiach?
   The answer lies in the words of Chazal. The Gemara tells
us there that the following question was asked to Rabbi
Avahu: “When will Moshiach come?” He answered that he
will come “when darkness enshrouds these people.” To this
the questioner remarked that it would seem as though Rabbi

Avahu was cursing the Jews. However, the truth is that Rabbi
Avahu was conflating the heretic questioner with the heretical
nations of the world. This, says Chazal, is comparable to a
rooster and a bat who are looking forward to the light of day.
For the rooster, light is an indication of his impending time to
become active. But for the bat, nighttime is his daytime, when
he is active. What may appear to be darkness to one, may just
be lightness in disguise – and vis-a-versa.
    Klal Yisroel anxiously awaits the coming of Moshiach
because we know that while there may be an incredible
darkness that will befall the world, Hashem will always shine
light upon his children, and the light we are so desperately
seeking is right there waiting for us.
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