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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (18)
As stated, the mirzvah of prika and teina, unloading an animal in
distress and reloading it in a way it can travel further, applies to
helping a motorist who is having car trouble. One is obligated to
do Prika for free. For the mitzvah of Teina, when there is no
Tzaar Baalei Chaim involved, one is allowed to ask for money.
Prika by a Human Being, Is there a mitzvah of prika when one
sees a person struggling under a load? At first glance we would
say that if one has to help an animal in distress from a heavy
load, certainly he must help a human. However, one could argue
that an animal didn’t have a choice or the intelligence to not be
under such a load; a human should know better, and maybe
there is no obligation to help a careless person? The Mechilta (1)
seems to indicate that there is a mitzvah to unload a person, not
from the above-mentioned logic, but rather from an extra word
in the posuk. This is also made clear in the Rambam (2.
Talmudic Proof. The Rashba ¢3) rules that there is a mirzvah of
prika by a human struggling under a load and proves it from a
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load of wood and unloaded it to rest. The man asked the Tanna
to help him reload. The Tanna didn’t want to do it, as explained
further, and instead gave the man the value of the wood (likely to
relieve himself of the mitzvah). The Gemara asks, isn’t there a rule
that if a mirzvah is not befitting the honor of a elderly sage he is
exempt? It answers that he did so beyond the letter of the law. Why
didn’t they ask a stronger question; there is no such mitzvah by a
human, only by an animal? Since the Gemara did not ask that
question we see there is a mitzvah to help a human, even though
he has more sense than an animal and could have taken better
care of himself. The Radvaz () argues and tries to disprove this
proof from the Gemara, but many Poskim rule like the Rashba.

For Pay or For Free? As stated previously, one must help
unload (prika) for free but for reloading (teina), he can demand
payment for his time. There are a few variables here. If it is a
reasonable load, but he got tired, or did not realize that it was too
heavy, there is definitely a mirzvah to help him unload for free,
and reload for pay. If he has a load which is clearly overloaded,

Gemara & that tells about the Tanna, Rav Yishmael ben Rav Yosi, and was negligent with such a load, R> Moshe Sternbuch shlita
who was walking and met a man who had been carrying a heavy ) suggests that he can ask to be paid, see there for his reasoning.
123p N2 N33 — 7N 72 TYaN — NN T2
Teoi 2D P 2w Mzt - We know "pmom pamnnd vy 2w a1 (o). This means that although to give a gift or transfer
ownership of an item, a y3p is always required, the 27 were ypmn that this is not necessary for a yn 20w, The ©"aw [3np] explains, this
was established for fear that the 1"s>w might be anguished at the prospect of his children not fulfilling his last wishes. The 127 were concerned
that this pain could aggravate his already dire medical condition, so to give him peace of mind, all that is required of him is to verbally say to
whom he would like to bequeath his estate and it will be halachically binding. Sxmw says, if a n">w gives away his possessions but uses a
PP (oW N D), we must assume that he doesn’t want to take advantage of this oon mjpn and consequently his namn is NOT effective.
This is because, as all people who are very ill, he wants this y3p to be 5n only after his death, however, a y3p can't transfer property after
one’s death, because the v have inherited it at this point. Only the special Y5277 77 of a n">w can accomplish this. So, if the Py can't
work and the nspn doesn’t work, his transfer is void.

PHON " [N X 2"1] brings the X490 n"w who quotes the psak of the 9oy n»a regarding a 1">w that gave away his ©o to NPy,
but reinforced it with a y3p, the 1 says the ow v must be ywn m27 o»pr. The N questions this psak from our Gemara that says if the
1w uses a PIp, it is Yvan the n">w mpn and the nxny is . PNHX 1 defends the »"a and says the Y7 is a person may say *waN X"
"o MpmM. This is because since a mipn is for his benefit, he may opt out if he so desires. Therefore, when we see a 13"sw using a vov,
we assume he is saying >wax >~ that my verbal instructions should work and | prefer to use a 3. However, in the case of the »*a we say
VYT MPOND MY M PNN. So even if he adds a i to this pledge of N1y, it doesn't undo the N, so the pledge remains valid.[357]

PN SAYS: "N INND NON IR N2 1w mnn'”. Although we say the words and instructions of a 3"sw are ymom pamd3, this is only on
after the nzwn. This is how we pasken [7,n"m1 "0 1N o], However, when the 90 [x," 1n"n] explains the o7 of 1n"ow he says that after
the 1w dies, the Yapn is nnp the property Ny nywn yr915. The qov 1 says » nwip, because we said above that the Sapn is only
nnp after nrn? The n'a answers that the 1 means to say that when we say ywom p2noo we mean we view it after nron as if it
happened now, before his death. »ax5 saying that we only view his words after his death and then it's ymom 2135, that would not work

as oyp can't be bn after v because j?:l‘N n’n Nl‘n the ow v have inherited it first.

PIND I8N 990 0"3109 (2) 233 MDY XNZIN (1)
Rabbeinu Bechaya z¢”1 writes as follows:

2 NIO¥D N2 (4) NI,209N N"aW9D NN (3) X'y
X YA INMM MWD (6) N"IWN 12719 (5)
Py NIM NTYN 10 WY XY PR APy T - That which Yaakov was eager to sell, Esav was eager to buy, and vice versa.
Yaakov wished to divest himself of the desire for worldly pleasures, symbolized by the pottage of lentils. This was
something that Esav wished to acquire. At the same time, Esav sought to free himself from the birthright, symbolic of a
higher level of attachment to Hashem, something which Yaakov Avinu obviously desired very much.”
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As twins, Yaakov and Esav shared the same DNA the same nature, and yet, they emerged radically different people. One
became a patriarch of our people and the other a great villain of Jewish history, the progenitor of Edom, the exile in which we

remain until this very day. Sharing the same “nature,” they bring contrasting attitudes toward their “nurture.” Esav is satisfied |

with who he is from the start while Yaakov feels entering the world is just the first of many steps and journeys to come.
Indeed, while Esav is spiritually stagnant, Yaakov spends his life struggling, and thereby growing. He overcomes his shy
nature to assert himself, first by obtaining the birthright and then collecting on it by going entirely against his nature and
tricking his father into giving him a blessing. The shy, passive yeshiva bochur who is characterized as sitting, learning diligently
in the tent, emerges the strong, dynamic, assertive patriarch and leader who is among the greatest role models of our people.

Born identical twins, Jack Yufe and Oskar Stohr shared the same DNA, the same nature, and yet, they emerged radically
different people. Born in Trinidad in 1933, they were six months old when their parents divorced. Oskar went to Germany
with his mother, while Jack stayed with his Romanian father. Oskar grew up as the Nazis rose to power, greeted the school
principal with “Heil Hitler,” and later joined the Hitler Youth movement. Jack, meanwhile, always thought of himself as
Jewish, but didn’t feel its significance until he was 15 years old and was sent to Venezuela to live with his aunt. A survivor of
the Dachau concentration camp, she was the only person from his father’s side to make it out alive. After the war, Jack’s aunt
encouraged him to move to Israel and so at 16, he made aliyah and joined the Israeli Navy, ultimately becoming an officer.

In 1954, Jack went to Germany to meet his identical twin. They were 21 when they met for the first time as adults.
Psychologist Nancy Segal tells the story of that encounter in her book, “Indivisible by Two: Lives of Extraordinary Twins.”
Jack and Oskar examined one another as if they were looking at an alien, even though the other’s appearance should have
been entirely familiar to them. Their cultural differences were as immediately apparent as their physical similarities. Casting a
wary eye at Jack’s Israeli luggage tags, Oskar removed them and told his long-lost brother to tell others he was coming from
America, not from Israel. Suffice it to say that first reunion did not go well. Two brothers - one raised a proud Jew who served
in the Israeli Navy and the other raised a German Catholic who had risen in the Nazi Youth movement and been taught to
hate Jews. Because of the language barrier they couldn’t communicate much. At the end of the visit, they shook hands like
strangers and Jack set off to San Diego where he lived the remainder of his life.

In 1979, Jack read about a study being done on twins and the great debate between nature and nurture. He asked if he and
his brother could participate in the study and thought after 25 years it might provide another opportunity for them to see one
another and develop a relationship. They met at the Minneapolis airport and to their amazement discovered they were wearing
the exact same thing: a white sports jacket, similar shirt and wire-rimmed glasses. During the study, they learned that they had
so much in common. Both were stubborn and arrogant, both fiercely competitive. Both read books from back to front, both
sneezed incredibly loudly, they walked in a similar fashion, and they both wore rubber bands around their wrists.

And yet, with all that “nature” gave them in common, “nurture” had made them different. Very different. In fact, too
different for them to ever really become close brothers. They could never agree on issues about the State of Israel and her
enemies, or who was responsible for World War II and the Nazi atrocities. Oskar’s repeated reference to German soldiers as

we” infuriated Jack. In an interview later, Jack described that they tried to like each other and enjoy each other’s company
but there was always something in the background that they could not tolerate about one another. Jack died in 2015 at 82
years old. Oskar passed away in 1997. Jack and Oskar did not leave legacies based on the “natures” they shared in common

like sneezing loudly or by the way they walked. Because of how they were nurtured, Jack left a legacy of having been an |
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Asa preface to Yaakov Avinu’s receipt of the coveted berachos, the posuk says that Yitzchok smelled the aroma of the

"C, clothing, commented on their pleasant, holy fragrance, and in the next posuk bentched Yaakov. What is the connection

between smelling and bentching?

There is a Gemara in Sanhedrin (37.) which says on this posuk, "W NOX Y12 "N ON', even Yidden who rebel - sinners,
possess a beautiful aroma. Perhaps this is the connection to the beracha. And we’ll elaborate.

Some meforshim ask; why in his beracha did Yitzchok reference Y0 and not owy? The Sefer Shem Mishmuel answers as
follows: One of the many differences between dew and rain is, that it’s not a given that we will be blessed with rain, (as we

"C} " have seen in recent weeks). We must be deserving of it. Dew, on the other hand, is a constant blessing. Yitzchok Avinu felt that
¥ | if he were to bless us with rain, the beracha would be contingent on us deserving it, which poses a risk. He instead, wisely
5| chose 90, which will always come down; knowing that even if Klal Yisroel would o on not be worthy, they’d still be
"C, recipients of Hashem’s benevolence.

Accordingly, we can now understand the connection between the above posukim. When Yitzchok realized, by inhaling that

Y| smell, that even the bogdav - the sinners, contain a modicum of purity, and that “the pintele yid’ in the deep recesses of the

neshama, remains pure, untainted and holy, he understood that his children qualified to be blessed with the more constant

R beracha of Dv. Maybe that’s the reason we say the fefillah of "onwN 501 .. 72 \" on motzei Shabbos. We are asking that even

if we are not fully deservant of parnassa, Hashem should provide for us regardless; as the v, the more constant blessing.
Yehi Ratzon that whether or not we age worthy, Klal Yisroel should be blessed with refitos, yeshuos, nachas and besuros tovos!
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= ;'"3, Yon: Two meshulachim were given a room to sleep in. For

their privacy, a small curtain separated the two, each

5 provided with the necessary provisions to give their souls a

peaceful night from their “grueling” day of “work.”
One night, Yankel hears his roommate Berel crying out in
anguish. “Hashem,” he wailed, “how much longer do I have to

| suffer, I can’t take this anymore ...” This continued for many

hours, well into the wee hours of the night. Finally, Yankel,

"G who hadn’t slept the whole night due to the noises that filled
%] the room, waited for a quiet moment and then bellowed out in

the deepest resonating voice he could: “My son, your prayers

=w| have been answered. You can now sleep in peace!”

Startled by the revelation, Berel calmed down a bit, but

Lord,” he began, “how much longer do I need to suffer?”
“T'welve months!” came the reply in a booming voice.
“And what will be after that, will I have a house? Will I be

rich? How about my wife? My children?” he begged.

By now Yankel was getting annoyed, his ploy wasn’t
working as well as planned. He switched back to his regular
voice and blurted out: “Twelve months, and after that you’ll
regulate to the soliciting routine - just like the rest of us did!”
Ywns: Esav lived his life with a constant “pursuit of
happiness.” He spent his time doing various activities to
quench his unsatiable thirst for pleasure. He was ready, and
ultimately did, sell his entire heritage for a mere bowl of
lentils. Even Yitzchok gave him a blessing of constant
worldly pleasures. “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness,” is thus the way of Esav. Our task is to break that
routine and replace it with the pursuit of Hashem

"C, wasn’t about to let the opportunity pass so fast. “Oh merciful
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The Torah tells us that when Yitzchok realized that Yaakov had taken the berachos from Esav, “Vayecherad charada

officer in the Israeli Navy while Oskar left a life-long legacy of having been an enthusiastic member of the Nazi youth.

DANDNT 1 RN BONN NaAN
(3-NON5D) . BOSNN T
Hashem declares that he loves us unequivocally. Such a
close relationship with the Creator of the World was never
afforded to any other nation - only to Klal Yisroel. To what
do we owe this incredible distinction? R” Shimon Sofer zt”’
(Michtav Sofer) says that the simple understanding is that
Hashem loves us because we are the only nation worthy of
that love, but the question still remains. Why specifically us?
He explains that Chazal (Chulin 89a) tell us, “Not because
you are more in number than any other people did Hashem
desire you and choose you...” But the reason why Hashem
desires Bnei Yisroel more than any other nation in the world
is because even when the Almighty elevates us to great
heights, and even when the Jewish people control the world’s

armEmveavoms ormewzmay FIIODT 2 XTI N

economy and have all nations subjugated under them - as in
the times of Shlomo HaMelech - nevertheless, Klal Yisroel
remains subservient to Hashem. They accredit their success
to Him. They thank Him for their good fortune. And they
create a Kiddush Hashem by showing the world what
happens to a nation who follows in the ways of Hashem.

Says the Michtav Sofer, this elevation and affection that the
Almighty has comes with a heavy responsibility for the
Jewish people - for we represent the very image of Hashem
on this world. All the nations of the world see Hashem
through us and we must act accordingly. Due to the fact that
we try to behave correspondingly, Hashem showers us with
His love and helps us achieve success.

¥ gedola ad meod,” he trembled a great and awesome trembling. Rashi says that he saw Gehinom open up beneath him. What
%% | was it that caused Yitzchok to tremble in this extreme way? The Medrash Tanchuma tells us that there was another time in

5 | Yitzchok’s life that he trembled. The Medrash explains that when Avraham lifted the knife over Yitzchok’s head at the Akeida,
"C, he trembled. Why did he tremble? Because he was afraid that he might move and invalidate himself as a korban. He was afraid

that he would not be a perfectly fitting sacrifice for Hashem. The Medrash asks: Which trembling was greater? And the answer

»“ ;'”:;l, is that it was the trembling at the time of the giving of the brachos, as the posuk says, “Charada gedola AD MEOD.”

Explains the Shevet Sofer, Yitzchok Avinu was lying on the altar, and he was scared. He was afraid that his performance

Y bein adam 'Makom might not be up to par, and so the Medrash tells us that he trembled - “Vayecherad.” However, in Parshas

Toldos, when Esav came to Yitzchok to get his beracha, Yitzchok realized that he had already given it to Yaakav. He

&H understood that now he might be causing pain and harm bein adam ’chaveiro - to Esav - even though the berachos were his to
x| give to whomever he wanted. Esav was his own son and he gave the berachos to Yaakov unintentionally. It’s not the end of the

"' *] world. Still, he trembled in a way that he had never trembled before. “Vayecherad charada gedola AD MEOD.” This would
w be a mistake that would have terrible ramifications on his olam haze and his olam haba. Chazal tell us “Hizaharu B’chvod
S | Chavreichem” -
X:s| playing with fire. Fire only burns in this world, but causing someone pain burns in this world and in the next.

Be careful with the honor of your friends. Playing with someone’s feelings is much more dangerous than

The Chazon Ish z¢”l put it quite succinctly. “The kuntz (the trick) of life is to get through this world without hurting others.”




