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Website:  MCL588.Org 

 Commandant's Corner 

It's February, and we are already plowing our way into 2025! Speaking of 
plowing, I hope that everyone enjoyed the Kansas Day festivities and 
that those from more urban environs have a new appreciation for the 
critical differences between Buffalo Chicken and Buffalo Chips.   

We seated our new board at the January meeting. Many thanks to Dave 
Matthews, Ron Kosey, Bob Fields, John D' Alusio and Ron Schneider, who 
are stepping down and Mike Young, Kolleen Young, Cindy Clark and Walt 
Ridgeway who are stepping up. Mathematically astute observers will 
notice that there is one more down than up. We still have an opening for historian. Typically, 
the job of the historian is recording the activities of the organization. That function has been 
well served by our multiple award winning newsletter so, our historian has been providing 
articles of historical significance for the newsletter. If you would like to submit a story, even 
without taking up the official mantle of historian, I'm sure that Kolleen Young, our new editor, 
would appreciate the input.  Have a great month and don't forget Valentine's Day!  

Adjutant's Alerts 

Exciting news, Marines and Associate Members! To keep you all in the loop without flooding 
your inboxes, I'll be streamlining our communication with a new weekly email update. Every 
Monday morning, you'll receive a comprehensive email detailing everything happening at The 
Bunker that week, from upcoming events and meal specials to important announcements and 
news. Be sure to check your inbox each week so you don't miss a beat! 

Your membership cards have arrived! Please stop by The Bunker at your convenience to pick 
up your new card. If you have any questions or need to make special arrangements for 
pickup, don't hesitate to reach out. If your card isn't at The Bunker, please contact 
mcl588bunkeradjutant@gmail.com.   

We’re proud to announce that our new website is up and running! Visit MCL588.org to stay 
updated with the latest announcements, photos, archived newsletters, and more. Be sure to 
bookmark it now and check back often!  

It’s that time again! 2025 Membership Dues are now due—$35, payable by cash or check. 
Stop by The Bunker to take care of it at your earliest convenience. Stay current and stay con-
nected!  

Finally, we want to hear from you! Have any exciting news, interesting stories, or sugges-
tions for the newsletter? Send your inputs to mcl588bunkeradjutant@gmail.com no later 
than the 21st of each month for inclusion in the following month's newsletter. Let's make this 
newsletter a reflection of our vibrant and active detachment! 

Table of Contents on Page 2  
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Installation of Officers: The new board was sworn in at the January meeting, including:   

• Commandant: Joe Filice   

• Sr. Vice Commandant: Michael Young   

• Jr. Vice Commandant: David Hildebrand   

• Judge Advocate: Denny Palmer   

• Pay Master: Cynthia Clark   

• Adjutant: Kolleen Young   

• Sergeant at Arms: Matt Richards   

• Chaplain: Walter Ridgeway 

• Historian: Vacant 

Awards Presented: Congratulations to the following members for their outstanding contributions:   

• Letter of Appreciation: Art Dehart (Sarasota Trophies and Awards Inc.)   

• Certificate of Appreciation: Kimberly Cartano 

• 2024 Marine of the Year: Ron Kosey   

• 2024 Associate of the Year: Kevin Windisch   

Toys for Tots: A Resounding Success! 

The 2024 Toys for Tots campaign wrapped up with incredible results, demonstrating the generosity and dedi-
cation of our members and the community. We collected a total of 52,817 toys, which were distributed to 
16,439 children in need across 33 different organizations. 

In addition to the toys, we also distributed 600 bikes, bringing smiles to countless faces. The success of this 
campaign wouldn't have been possible without the 670 volunteer hours contributed by our dedicated mem-
bers.  A special shout-out to Jason, Kevin, Bob, Denny, David, Joan, Cindy, Toni, Tom, Gayle, and all of the vol-
unteers who donated their time and energy to make this year's Toys for Tots drive a triumph! Thank you to 
everyone who played a part in making this happen!  

 

January General Membership  
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Upcoming Events 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events: 

• Annual Bunker Garage Sale: March 22, 2025, at 0900  
 Spots are $10 for members and $20 for non-members 
 Volunteers needed! 

• Special Meals – Thanks to Jim Kaskey! 
 February 8th (approx. 1230): Rigatoni, Salad, and Garlic Bread – $6 
 February 22nd (approx. 1230): Chicken & Dumplings, Salad, and a Roll – $6 

• Bunker Field Day Update: Unfortunately, the Bunker Field Day scheduled for Monday, February 3rd, 
2025 was canceled due to low turnout. But don't worry, we're not giving up on sprucing up our beloved 
Bunker! Keep an eye out for a new date and time for the rescheduled Field Day. We'll need all hands on 
deck to make it a success, so please consider volunteering your time when the new date is announced.  

Reminders  

• Next General Membership Meeting: February 17, 2025, at 1830 

• Honor Guard Practice: Monday, February 24, 2025, at 1730 

Announcements 

• January Raffle Winner: Bernie Jage  

• New Raffle  
 Raffle tickets are available for $10 each 
 Drawing will be held at the next General Membership Meeting 
 This is a great way to support the detachment and potentially take home a prize! 

Bunker Rules 

• No Children at the Bar: For legal reasons, anyone under 18 is not permitted to sit at the bar. Minors must 
sit at tables or high tops. (Though let’s be honest, a few unnamed grunts might also qualify under this 
rule! ) 

• Guest Policy Reminder: Guests are welcome at The Bunker—but only up to three visits. After their third 
visit, they must submit a membership application before returning. 

• Non-Member Surcharge: Non-members will be charged an additional $1.00 per drink. Yet another great 
reason to become a member! 

• Using Free Drink Chips: If you’re using free drink chips, please inform the bartender before they tally your 
cash out in the system. Producing them after the total is calculated creates a hassle. Be considerate of 
your volunteer bartenders—and TIP THEM WELL! 

Dice Game Rules 

• Three of a kind = 1 free drink (same as the purchased drink) 
• Four of a kind = 2 free drinks (same as the purchased drink) 
• Five of a kind = cash prize based on roll sequence 

 

The Bunker Briefing  
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The Bunker Scuttlebutt 

What’s the latest buzz around The Bunker? 

• Have You Invited a Potential Member Lately? When’s the last time 
you invited someone new to The Bunker or an MCL Meeting? Keep 
an eye out for that USMC decal on your neighbor’s car—let’s keep 
growing our community! 

• Bar Poker Needs Dealers! Want to be a celebrity poker dealer for 
Bar Poker? Joe Intoppa is looking for volunteers—no experience 
needed! It’s a great way to get involved and have some fun! 

• Honor Guard Needs You! No experience? No problem! Honor Guard 
practice is open to both Members and Associate Members. Step up 
and be part of something meaningful. See any member for details. 

• Extended Hours on Fridays: The Bunker is now open until 2100 on 
Fridays! Come enjoy the extra time! 

• Remember to Tip Your Volunteer Bartenders! Our bartenders are volunteers who generously give their 
time to keep The Bunker running. Show your appreciation with a good tip! 

• Bunker is Now Open Sundays! The Bunker is now open Sundays from 1100-1800, so stop by, enjoy a 
drink, and catch up with fellow members! 

• Got news, stories, or a good joke to share? Let us know, and we might feature it in the next newsletter! 

Bar Manners: Winning with Class 

• While it’s not mandatory, it’s an accepted tradition at The Bunker that when a member wins big on dice 
or pull tab cards, they tip the bartender generously and buy a round for the bar. 

• Those who walk away with a fat stack but leave only a drink chip or a small tip… well, let’s just say they 
earn some "colorful" nicknames we won’t print here.   So, if you hit it big, share the love—because 
what goes around, comes around! 

Share Your Story 

• Have a memorable experience from your time in the Corps? A funny anecdote or a lesson learned? We 
want to hear about it! 

• Share your story with your fellow Marines and associate members. It's a great way to connect, remi-
nisce, and build camaraderie within our Detachment. Whether it's a tale from boot camp, a deploy-
ment memory, or a reflection on your time in service, your story is part of our shared legacy. 

• Submit your story to mcl588bunkeradjutant@gmail.com and we'll feature it in an upcoming edition of 
the Bunker News. Let's keep the spirit of Semper Fi alive by sharing our experiences and strengthening 
the bonds that unite us. 

February Marine Corps Trivia 

What is the only Marine Corps unit to be awarded the Presidential Unit Citation twice in the same war?  

Answer: 1st Battalion, 5th Marines  

February Marine Corps Terminology 

Leatherneck: A historical nickname for Marines, referencing the leather collars worn in the past to protect 
against sword slashes. 
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FEBRUARY 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 

Scrabble 

Hot Dogs 

5 

Burgers 

6 

Sandwiches 

7 

Karaoke 

8 

Poker 

Rigatoni, Sal-

ad, Garlic 

Bread 

9 

Darts 

10 

E- Board 

Meeting 

 

11 

Scrabble 

Hot Dogs 

 

12 

Burgers 

13 

Sandwiches 

14 

Karaoke 

15 

Poker 

16 

Darts 

17 

General Mem-

bership Board 

Meeting 

18 

Scrabble 

Hot Dogs 

19 

Burgers 

20 

Sandwiches 

21 

Karaoke 

22 

Poker 

Chicken & 

Dumplings, 

Salad, Roll 

23 

Darts 

24 

Honor Guard  

Practice 

25 

Scrabble 

Hot Dogs 

26 

Burgers 

27 

Sandwiches 

28 

Karaoke 

 

February Events at a Glance 
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2/4 1300 SCRABBLE SHOWDOWN & HOTDOGS @ THE BUNKER!  

2/5 1300 BURGER DAY @ THE BUNKER!  YUMMERS. 

2/6 1200 SANDWICH DAY @ THE BUNKER!  HOT HAM AND CHEESE. 

2/7 1800 KARAOKE @ THE BUNKER!  … SING LIKE ZZ TOP. 

2/8 1230 RIGATONI @ THE BUNKER. 

2/8 1500 BAR POKER @ THE BUNKER!  GO HOME WEALTHY. 

2/9 1400 DART LEAGUE @ THE BUNKER! 

2/10 1800 E-BOARD MEETING @ THE BUNKER! 

2/11 1300 SCRABBLE SHOWDOWN & HOTDOGS @ THE BUNKER!  

2/12 1200 BURGER DAY @ THE BUNKER!  I WANT IT WELL DONE! 

2/13 1200 SANDWICH DAY @ THE BUNKER!  NO VEGAN SANDWICHS. 

2/14 1800 KARAOKE @ THE BUNKER!  … SING LIKE TOM JONES! 

2/15 1500 BAR POKER & HOTDOGS @ THE BUNKER!... SHOW ME THE MONEY! 

2/16 1400 DART LEAGUE @ THE BUNKER! 

2/17 1830 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING @ THE BUNKER! 

2/18 1300 SCRABBLE SHOWDOWN & HOTDOGS @ THE BUNKER!  

2/19 1200 BURGER DAY @ THE BUNKER!...I’LL TAKE IT VERY RARE.   

2/20 1200 SANDWICH DAY @ THE BUNKER!  GET A MOUTHFULL. 

2/21 1830 KARAOKE @ THE BUNKER!  … SING LIKE STEVIE.NICKS! 

2/22 1230 CHICKEN & DUMPLINGS @ THE BUNKER 

2/22 1500 BAR POKER @ THE BUNKER!...FOUR ACES TAKES IT ALL!   

2/23 1400 DART LEAGUE @ THE BUNKER! 

2/24 1730 HONOR GUARD PRACTICE @ THE BUNKER!  JOIN IN. 

2/25 1330 SCRABBLE SHOWDOWN & HOTDOGS @ THE BUNKER!  

2/26 1200 BURGER DAY @ THE BUNKER!...GRILL IS GETTING. HOT. 

2/27 1200 SANDWICH DAY @ THE BUNKER! 

2/28 1800 KARAOKE @ THE BUNKER!   

Operational Schedule  
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Darts Championship & Progressive Bullseye  

Five teams battled through an intense double-
elimination tournament on February 2, with Amy 
McElwaine & Dave Hildebrand emerging as champi-
ons after a series of nail-biting matches. Steve Car-
tano & Mike McClain Jr. put up a strong fight to se-
cure second place. A huge thank you to all partici-
pants, our enthusiastic cheering section, and Diane 
for keeping everyone hydrated!   The Progressive 
Bullseye Challenge remains unclaimed, so there’s 
still a chance to win big. 

Think you’ve got what it takes to dethrone last 
week’s champs? Step up to the line and prove it—
darts kicks off every Sunday at 1400! Come join the 
fun, test your aim, and maybe even walk away as the 
new reigning champ!  

 

Scrabble Showdown: Can You Beat the Champ? 

Word wizards, take note—Keri Campagna has officially claimed the title of Scrabble Champi-
on! With a mind as sharp as a triple-word score and 
a vocabulary to match, she’s the one to beat. Think 
you’ve got the skills to take her down? Or just look-
ing for a fun way to sharpen your wit and enjoy 
some great company? Join us every Tuesday at 
1330 for a friendly (but competitive!) Scrabble 
showdown at The Bunker. Whether you're a sea-
soned wordsmith or just in it for the laughs, there’s 
always room at the table. Grab a coffee, bring your 
best game, and let’s see who can claim the next 
championship title! 

 

Brains & Bullseyes 
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MISSION AND PURPOSE 
 

The mission of the Marine Corps League is to promote the interest and to preserve traditions of the    United 
States Marine Corps; strengthen the fraternity of Marines and their families; serve Marines and FMF Navy 
Personnel who wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and Anchor; and foster the ideals of Americanism 
and patriotic volunteerism.  

Dedicated to supporting our local veterans and enriching our community, DeSoto Detachment #588 is the lo-
cal arm of the Marine Corps League, serving the greater Bradenton/Sarasota area. Annual initiatives      in-
clude Honor Guard and honors services for fallen service members, Toys for Tots drive, charity golf      tourna-
ment, USMC Ball, scholarships and support for Young Marines, and other community initiatives that support 
or honor US Marines and their families. 

All Marine Corps League Members and Associate Members are encouraged to wear the official Red Cover 
with the appropriate emblem: 

• Members wear the Red Cover with the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor (EGA). 

• Associate Members wear the Red Cover with the Sunburst Associate Member emblem. 

In addition, members may wear the official red polo shirt as a comfortable yet professional alternative for 
casual events and meetings. It’s a great way to show your pride and represent the League. Covers and polos 
can be purchased at the "Semper Fi" Store. Wear yours with pride and honor! 

HTTPS://THE-SEMPER-FI-STORE_MYSHOPIFY.COM 

Marine Corps League 
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Section 7050. Life Members.  Effective 1 September 2021 the Life Membership fee 
shall be as established by the National Board of Trustees and shall be posted on the 
National Website. 
The National Board of Trustees has the fiduciary responsibility for the operation and budget requirements 
of the Marine Corps League. The last time fees were adjusted was 19 years ago. The National Board of Trus-
tees voted and approved the following: 

Effective 1 July 2023, the Life Membership Fees will increase: 
$1000.00 – 35 years of age and lower 
$  800.00 – 36-50 years of age 
$  600.00 – 51-64 years of age 
$  400.00 – 65-84 years of age 
$  100.00 – 85 years of age and higher 

Life Membership Notice 
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Tricare Regions Changing 2025 
FALLS CHURCH, Va.  –  Jan. 1, 2025, marks the start of health care delivery under TRICARE’s new regional  contracts. There will be 

changes to the TRICARE regions in the United States as part of the new contracts. While there will still be two TRICARE regions, 

six states currently in the East Region (Arkansas, Illinois, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas, Wisconsin) will move to the West Region. If 

you’re located in one of the six states moving to the West Region, this article will help you understand what that will mean for 

you.  

If you live in the current West Region, you’ll need to take the actions discussed in this article, too. Your TRICARE contractor is also 

changing. If you don’t live in one of these states, keep an eye out for upcoming articles about how the transition may impact you.  

“These changes will help balance the TRICARE population between the two regions and improve the quality of service for all ben-

eficiaries,” said Laura D’Antin, team lead, Customer Support, TRICARE Health Plan, Education and Outreach Branch at the De-

fense Health Agency.  

States switching regions  

Six states are moving from the East Region to the West Region:  

• Arkansas  

• Illinois  

• Louisiana   

• Oklahoma  

• Texas  

• Wisconsin  

If you live in one of these six states, your TRICARE regional contractor will switch from Humana Military to TriWest Healthcare 

Alliance on Jan. 1, 2025. This change will affect about 1.1 million eligible beneficiaries.  

If your state is switching regions, Humana Military will continue as your TRICARE contractor until Dec. 31, 2024.  Before then, you 

should check your DEERS account to confirm that all your information is up to date.  

• Create an account on the TriWest patient portal.  

• Update your payment information with TriWest. This will help make sure you can make your payments to TriWest (if applica-
ble) starting Jan. 1, 2025. (Note: If you pay by allotment, you don’t need to do this. Allotment payments will transfer auto-
matically.)  

• Search for providers in the new TriWest provider network directory. You’ll find the directory on the patient portal.  

You should also plan to take any actions for TRICARE Open Season through TriWest. Keeping your care on track If you have ongo-

ing care, don’t worry. If you live in these six states, referrals or authorizations from Humana Military that began before Dec. 31, 

2024, will be valid through the referral expiration date, up to June 30, 2025. Additionally, TriWest will work with Humana Military 

to ensure you get care without disruption for the following conditions:  

•  Cancer  

• Pregnancy  

• Neurological disorders  

• Mental health  

• Kidney disease  

• Disease management/case management services  
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Marine Corps Reunions 
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Retiree Appreciation Days 
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February is a month filled with pivotal moments in Marine Corps history, showcasing the courage, innova-
tion, and determination that define our Corps. 

February 16, 1804 – “To the Shores of Tripoli” 
During the First Barbary War, Lt. Stephen Decatur led a daring raid in Derna, Libya, destroying the captured 
USS Philadelphia to prevent its use by enemy forces. This mission became one of the Marine Corps' first ma-
jor expeditionary operations and inspired the famous line in the Marine Hymn: “To the Shores of Tripoli.” 

February 1912 – Birth of Marine Corps Aviation 
The Marine Corps took to the skies when 1st Lt. Alfred A. Cunningham reported for flight training, laying the 
foundation for what would become a vital aspect of Marine Corps operations. 

February 1942 – First Black Marines Begin Training 
Breaking racial barriers, the first African American Marines began training at Montford Point, North Carolina. 
These trailblazers paved the way for greater diversity in the Corps and earned their place in Marine Corps 
history. 

February 17-22, 1944 – Battle of Eniwetok 
Marines from the 22nd Marine Regiment launched an assault on Eniwetok Atoll in the Pacific, securing a 
crucial foothold for further Allied operations against Japan during World War II. 

February 19, 1945 – Battle of Iwo Jima Begins 
One of the most iconic battles in Marine Corps history, the fight for Iwo Jima lasted 36 days, with Marines 
overcoming fierce Japanese resistance to capture the island. On February 23, 1945, five Marines and a Navy 
corpsman raised the American flag atop Mount Suribachi, immortalized in one of the most famous images in 
history. 

February 1951 – First Combat Helicopter Insertion 
During the Korean War, Marine Helicopter Squadron HMR-161 executed the first-ever combat helicopter 
insertion, revolutionizing battlefield mobility and shaping the future of modern warfare. 

February 1968 – Battle of Hue City 
As part of the Tet Offensive, Marines fought in brutal house-to-house combat to retake Hue City from North 
Vietnamese forces. This battle became a defining moment in Marine Corps history, demonstrating the grit 
and determination of the Corps. 

February 1904 – Marines Land in the Dominican Republic 
Marines deployed to the Dominican Republic to protect American interests and restore stability—one of 
many early examples of the Marine Corps' role in crisis response and security operations. 

February reminds us of the legacy we carry forward—one of service, sacrifice, and unwavering resolve. Sem-
per Fi! 

February Marine Corps History 
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Pfc. James Anderson Jr. 

Born:  January 2, 1947 

Died:  February 28, 1967  

Hometown:  Compton, California  

The President of the United States takes pride in presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR         
posthumously to 

 

for service as set forth in the following CITATION: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Company F was advancing in dense jungle northwest of Cam Lo in an effort to extract a 
heavily besieged reconnaissance patrol. Pfc. Anderson's platoon was the lead element and 
had advanced only about 200 meters when they were brought under extremely intense ene-
my small-arms and automatic-weapons fire. The platoon reacted swiftly, getting on line as 
best they could in the thick terrain, and began returning fire. Pfc. Anderson found himself 
tightly bunched together with the other members of the platoon only 20 meters from the ene-
my positions. As the firefight continued several of the men were wounded by the deadly ene-
my assault. Suddenly, an enemy grenade landed in the midst of the marines and rolled 
alongside Pfc. Anderson's head. Unhesitatingly and with complete disregard for his personal 
safety, he reached out, grasped the grenade, pulled it to his chest and curled around it as it 
went off. Although several marines received shrapnel from the grenade, his body absorbed 
the major force of the explosion. In this singularly heroic act, Pfc. Anderson saved his com-
rades from serious injury and possible death. His personal heroism, extraordinary valor, and 
inspirational supreme self-sacrifice reflected great credit upon himself and the Marine Corps 
and upheld the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his 
country. /S/ RICHARD M. NIXON 

PFC JAMES ANDERSON JR. 

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

Medal of Honor Spotlight 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Nixon
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Recommended Reading 
TITLES REVIEWED IN THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE’S 
1. SEMPER FI MAGAZINE 

2. Airborne Marine by Eugene Dale Schwartzlow, Fall 2024, V80N04 

3. Rescued by Andy L. Vistrand, Fall 2024, V80N04 

4. A Table in the Presence by Carey H. Cash, Summer 2024, V80N03 

5. Fire in the Hole: The Untold Story of My Traumatic Life and Explosive Success, by Bob Parsons, Summer 2024, V80N03 

6. Hue 1968: A Turning Point of the American War in Vietnam, by Mark Bowden, Spring 2024, V80N02 

7. Blue Gray Black: My Service to Country, by Don Cesare, Spring 2024, V80N02 

8. The Devine Way, by Donald Harlin, Winter 2024, V80N01 

9. Tears of an Assassin, by DJ Power, Winter 2024, V80N01 

10. A Smoldering Wick, by Ron Brandon, Fall 2023, V79N4 

11. Shoot, Move, and Communicate, by Albert Dixon, Fall 2023, V79N4 

12. The Boxer Rebellion: Bluejackets and Marines in China, by Emily Abdow, Summer 2023, V79N3 

13. Commanding the Pacific: Marine Corps Generals in World War II, by Stephen R. Taaffe, Summer 2023, V79N3 

14. Traumas and Suicide Prevention For Warriors By Warriors, by Charles Wright, Spring 2023, V79N2 

15. The Haunted Garden: Poems of the Vietnam War, by Michael Closz, Spring 2023, V79N2 

16. Radioman: Twenty-Five Years in the Marine Corps: From Desert Storm to Operation Iraqi Freedom, by Andrew Hesterman 

& Robert Einaudi, Winter 2023, V79N1 

17. Lest We Forget, by Avery Chenoweth, Sr, Winter 2023, V79N1 

18. Marines, Medals and Vietnam by William L. Myers, Fall 2022, V78N4 

19. Sunrise at Sunset: Part 1: The Defender Series by BJ Barnes, Fall 2022, V78N4 

20. Semper Parents – Supporting Your Marine and Sharing the Journey by Mary Regner, Summer 2022, V78N3 

21. Military Transition for dummies by Angie Papple Johnston, Spring 2022, V78N2 

22. The War Years by Jay F. Johnson, Spring 2022, V78N2 

23. Tanks In Hell by Oscar Gilbert and Romain Cansiere, Spring 2022, V78N2 

24. The Life Experience of MGySgt John Ulus Irwin Jr USMC (Ret) by John Irwin Jr., Winter 2021, V78N1 

25. The Crucible by Christina Hadwin, Fall 2021, V77N4 

26. On Contested Shores from Marine Corps University Press Quantico, Virginia. Edited by Timothy Heck and B.A. Friedman 

27. Extraordinary Warriors by Christina Hadwin, Summer 2021, V77N3 

28. Green Side Out by Jay F. Johnson, Summer 2021, V77N3 

29. Devil’s Den: Marines War in Lebanon 1983 by David Brown LtCol/USMC (ret) – Spring 2021, V77N2 

30. Tracks: Memoirs of a Vietnam Veteran by Clyde Hoch – Winter 2021, V77N1 

31. Iwo Jima’s Battlefield Promise by Charles Jones Col/USMC (ret) – Winter 2021, V77N1 

32. You Are Worth It: Building a Life Worth Fighting For by Kyle Carpenter and Don Yaeger – Fall 2020, V76N4 

33. Countdown 1945: The Extraordinary Story of the Atomic Bomb and the 116 Days that Changed the World by Chris Wallace 

with Mitch Weiss – Fall 2020, V76N4 

34. A Quiet Cadence by Mark Treanor – Summer 2020, V76N3 

35. We’ll All Die As Marines: One Marine’s Journey from Private to Colonel  by Jim Bathurst Col/USMC (ret) – Summer 2020, 

V76N3 

36. War Animals: The Unsung Heroes of World War II by Robin Hutton – Spring 2020, V76N2 

37. Time In The Barrel: A Marine’s Account of the Battle for Con Thien by James P. Coan – Spring 2020, V76N2 

38. A Plains Indian Warrior’s Story: Hethu’shka Washoeshay by Hollis D. Stabler – Winter 2020, V76N1 

39. Excitement!: “Shot At And Missed” by Bob Lonn – Winter 2020, V76N1 

40. Ten Stars – The African American Journey of Gary Cooper – Marine General, Diplomat, Businessman, and Politician by 

Kendal Weaver – Fall 2019, V75N4 

https://www.facebook.com/semperfimagazine/
https://www.amazon.com/Airborne-Marine-Eugene-Dale-Schwartzlow/dp/B0CBLB7HNX/ref=sr_1_1?crid=MX48RMTULFFV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WWuvehJaYUYm3E0v0sXU1A.MYdrCGU8wxA7FqU0qpp6SkLYm10OwfZ4IJO_IE5nKPU&dib_tag=se&keywords=airborne+marine+by+eugene+dale+schwartzlow&qid=17
https://www.amazon.com/Rescued-Andy-L-Vistrand/dp/B0CMFTC84G/ref=sr_1_1?crid=30XZ811MGV6YY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DHF2hQOjLfNivRfIJ6mMsQ.d8tyhp-Wp49SJMzLO9hwmQPWKK9xKiZ5e7Fpxjx9SU0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rescued+by+andy+vistrand&qid=1724683335&sprefix=rescued+by+andy%
https://www.amazon.com/Table-Presence-Carey-H-Cash/dp/0849918235/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZRVAGSDWULMM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.h2tp3dAi2nOhuz7R3kv8uAp850khga5VlbatTqDPzxFAIlIs3stlFzgtp6iW7nH9hipT2twsNRGcT2QvQsp7GHMetDKxavpbBeLsJWJuq0L92kga07H5l0DKBZlnEtG5MePAK2tck7mtECY77ip
https://www.amazon.com/Fire-Hole-Traumatic-Explosive-Success/dp/1637632983/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3T8W7WHKR7WLT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wERn4KVqXyjp2V7bz3ZsMPAew1GDj4pXphC0Ahcfod3GjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.HoWC-olMhVFKJRbgjdU85NeQSxIXWcxaTVHwl9Xz8vw&dib_tag=se&keywords=fire+in+
https://www.amazon.com/Hue-1968-Turning-American-Vietnam/dp/0802127002/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._b8CKu-f4--eZr2IpiIZv9ttzOeUh4xsi3qWbU1Cxoqz9v6iSSvY455yVk9CM3wxiE2Zixenbg608zsm2Qb3oDplpuSvQUX3Nri5fxjvwLKJYePnVpEa76wXTgbo
https://www.amazon.com/Blue-Gray-Black-Service-Country/dp/1943829047/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3AIIZZHGM2LL6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZrklDCF0PfrYJx7IslFDvRn_j7Ovuq6OdpwhDXlN0Ue61iNLfUmRnMZybuBAfrPzBYPzoZjLo5qXERA10q0_Vx8IpZ8cPYLirn38c-ypveGCGoo-Or5yCLtuIvR66wnDZvoXO6RRTSai0Qy
https://www.amazon.com/Devine-Way-Donald-Harlin/dp/1961282542/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1696604606&sr=8-1#customerReviews
https://www.amazon.com/Tears-Assassin-Unforgettable-DJ-Power/dp/150356181X/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://btjohnsonpublishingstore.unionactive.com/product/a-smoldering-wick-ron-brandon/
https://www.amazon.com/Shoot-Move-Communicate-Albert-Dixon-ebook/dp/B09HCT461D/ref=sr_1_1?crid=113XYBK364TUA&keywords=shoot%2C+move%2C+and+communicate+albert+dixon&qid=1692883846&sprefix=shoot%2C+move%2C+and+communicate+albert+dixon%2Caps%2C86&sr=8-1
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/publications/publications-by-subject/boxer-rebellion.html
https://www.amazon.com/Commanding-Pacific-Marine-Corps-Generals/dp/1682477088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3UKTZRH1G8U8V&keywords=Commanding+the+Pacific%3A+Marine+Corps+Generals+in+World+War+II&qid=1690893751&sprefix=commanding+the+pacific+marine+corps+generals+in+world+w
https://www.amazon.com/Traumas-Suicide-Prevention-Warriors-ebook/dp/B09CG4TL5R/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3L5MYPYQCB9ER&keywords=traumas+and+suicide+prevention+charles+wright&qid=1670334364&sprefix=traumas+and+suicide+prevention%2Caps%2C71&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Haunted-Garden-Michael-Closz-ebook/dp/B08Z3BTC1R/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21MQTG89DD2HN&keywords=the+haunted+garden+poems+of+the+vietnam+war&qid=1670334294&sprefix=the+haunted+garden+poems+of+the+vietnam+war%2Caps%2C78&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Radioman-Twenty-Five-Marine-Operation-Freedom/dp/1399090755/ref=sr_1_1?crid=M8F2LRUYADN1&keywords=radioman+by+andrew+hesterman&qid=1661972458&s=books&sprefix=radioman%2Cstripbooks%2C70&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lest-We-Forget-Extraordinary-Forgotten/dp/0984688323/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1661972256&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Marines-Medals-Vietnam-William-Myers/dp/0967436516/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3IH88SGBKN4QW&keywords=marines%2C+medals+and+vietnam&qid=1658758498&sprefix=marines%2C+medals+and+vietnam%2Caps%2C65&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sunrise-at-Sunset-BJ-Barnes/dp/B08S2YYC1M/ref=sr_1_1?crid=29QNC85A6XRKL&keywords=sunrise+at+sunset+bj+barnes&qid=1658758449&rnid=2941120011&s=books&sprefix=sunrise+at+sunset+%2Caps%2C54&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sunrise-at-Sunset-BJ-Barnes/dp/B08S2YYC1M/ref=sr_1_1?crid=29QNC85A6XRKL&keywords=sunrise+at+sunset+bj+barnes&qid=1658758449&rnid=2941120011&s=books&sprefix=sunrise+at+sunset+%2Caps%2C54&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Semper-Parents-Supporting-Sharing-Journey/dp/1934617644/ref=sr_1_1?crid=R2P2QDKKWCOX&keywords=semper+parent&qid=1658758267&sprefix=semper+parent%2Caps%2C64&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Military-Transition-Dummies-Career-Education/dp/1119824788/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=military+transition+for+dummies&qid=1639504763&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/War-Years-Jay-Johnson/dp/1465376437/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1639504694&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/War-Years-Jay-Johnson/dp/1465376437/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1639504694&sr=8-4
https://starroutebooks.com/product/the-life-experience-of-mgysgt-john-ulus-irwin-jr-usmc-ret/
https://www.amazon.com/Crucible-Hardships-Forge-Extraordinary-Warriors/dp/B0898ZJPPR/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=christina+hadwin&qid=1623419969&sr=8-1
https://www.usmcu.edu/Outreach/Marine-Corps-University-Press/Books-by-topic/MCUP-Titles-A-Z/On-Contested-Shores/
https://www.amazon.com/Extraordinary-Warriors-Christina-Hadwin/dp/B08KB8T7F2
https://www.amazon.com/Green-Side-Out-Jay-Johnson/dp/1465376453
https://www.amazon.com/Devils-Den-Marines-Lebanon-1983/dp/1984588605/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2JFK85ALGQAJU&dchild=1&keywords=devil%27s+den+marines+war+in+lebanon+1983&qid=1610460846&sprefix=devil%27s+den%2Caps%2C138&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tracks-Memoirs-Vietnam-Veteran-Sergeant/dp/1475091109/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=tracks%3A+memoirs+of+a+vietnam+veteran&qid=1604524855&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Iwo-Jimas-Battlefield-Promise-University/dp/1976351553/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=iwo+jima%27s+battlefield+promise&qid=1604524895&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/You-Are-Worth-Building-Fighting/dp/006289854X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=you+are+worth+it&qid=1593696822&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Countdown-1945-Extraordinary-Story-Changed/dp/1982143347/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=countdown+1945&qid=1593695680&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Quiet-Cadence-Novel-Mark-Treanor/dp/1682475069/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=a+quiet+cadence&qid=1586558481&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Well-All-Die-Marines-Journey/dp/1475956932/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1586558433&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/War-Animals-Unsung-Heroes-World/dp/1621576582/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33EA970B9HJHY&keywords=war+animals+the+unsung+heroes+of+world+war+ii&qid=1578835029&sprefix=war+animals%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Time-Barrel-Marines-Account-Battle/dp/0817319999
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781732429901
https://www.amazon.com/Excitement-Shot-Missed-Bob-Lonn/dp/1680976656
https://www.amazon.com/Ten-Stars-Cooper_Marine-Businessman-Politician/dp/1588383245/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549028866&sr=1-1&keywords=ten+stars
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Commandant of the Marine Corps’ (CMC) 
Professional Reading List: 

Profession of Arms 
1. AFTER ACTION: THE TRUE STORY OF A COBRA PILOT’S JOURNEY by Dan Sheehan 
2. Black Hearts: One Platoon’s Descent Into Madness in Iraq’s Triangle of Death by Frederick, Jim 
3. FIRST TO FIGHT: AN INSIDE VIEW OF THE U.S. MARINE CORPS by Victor H. Krulak 
4. FORGOTTEN WARRIORS: THE 1ST PROVISIONAL MARINE BRIGADE, THE CORPS ETHOS, AND THE KOREAN WAR by T.X. Hammes 
5. HESITATION KILLS: A FEMALE MARINE OFFICER’S COMBAT EXPERIENCE IN IRAQ  by Jane Blair 
6. MARINE SNIPER: 93 CONFIRMED KILLS by Charles Henderson 
7. NEPTUNE’S INFERNO: THE U.S. NAVY AT GUADALCANAL by James D. Hornfischer 
8. THE LAST STAND OF FOX COMPANY: A TRUE STORY OF U.S. MARINES IN COMBAT by Bob Drury 
9. THE MARINES OF MONTFORD POINT: AMERICA’S FIRST BLACK MARINES by Melton A. McLaurin 
10. WE WERE ONE: SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH THE MARINES WHO TOOK FALLUJAH by Patrick K. O’Donnell 
11. WOMEN AT WAR: IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, AND OTHER CONFLICTS by Jame E. Wise Jr. 

Innovation 
1. ASSAULT FROM THE SEA: ESSAYS ON THE HISTORY OF AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE by Merrill L. Bartlett 
2. CODE TALKER: THE FIRST AND ONLY MEMOIR BY ONE OF THE ORIGINAL NAVAJO CODE TALKERS OF WWII by Chester Nez 
3. COUNTDOWN TO ZERO DAY: STUXNET AND THE LAUNCH OF THE WORLD’S FIRST DIGITAL WEAPON by Kim Zetter 
4. CURIOUS: THE DESIRE TO KNOW AND WHY YOUR FUTURE DEPENDS ON IT by Ian Leslie 
5. ISSUES ON MY MIND: STRATEGIES FOR THE FUTURE by George P. Shultz 
6. MILITARY INNOVATION IN THE INTERWAR PERIOD by Williamson Murray 
7. ON CALL IN HELL: A DOCTOR’S IRAQ WAR STORY  by CDR. Richard Jadick 
8. SGT RECKLESS: AMERICA’S WAR HORSE  by Robin Hutton 
9. THE MASTER ALGORITHM: HOW THE QUEST FOR THE ULTIMATE LEARNING MACHINE WILL REMAKE OUR WORLD by Pedro Domingo 
10. THE WHITE DONKEY: TERMINAL LANCE by Maximilian Uriarte 
11. WIRED FOR WAR: THE ROBOTICS REVOLUTION AND CONFLICT IN THE 21ST CENTURY by P.W. Singer 

Leadership 
1. CALL SIGN CHAOS: LEARNING TO LEAD by GEN. Jim Mattis 
2. DARE TO LEAD: BRAVE WORK. TOUGH CONVERSATIONS. WHOLE HEARTS by Brene Brown 
3. IT WORKED FOR ME: IN LIFE AND LEADERSHIP by Colin Powell 
4. LEGACY by James Kerr 
5. RESILIENCE: HARD-WON WISDOM FOR LIVING A BETTER LIFE by Eric Greitens 
6. SMARTER FASTER BETTER: THE SECRETS OF BEING PRODUCTIVE IN LIFE AND BUSINESS by Charles Duhigg 
7. START WITH WHY: HOW GREAT LEADERS INSPIRE EVERYONE TO TAKE ACTION by Simon Sinek 
8. THE LEADER’S BOOKSHELF by James Stavridis 
9. TRIBE: ON HOMECOMING AND BELONGING by Sebastian Junger 
10. UNBROKEN: A WORLD WAR II STORY OF SURVIVAL, RESILIENCE, AND REDEMPTION by Laura Hillenbrand 
11. YOU ARE WORTH IT: BUILDING A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING FOR by Kyle Carpenter 

Strategy 
1. A NEW CONCEPTION OF WAR: JOHN BOYD, THE U.S. MARINES, AND MANEUVER WARFARE by Ian T. Brown 
2. CYBERSECURITY AND CYBERWAR: WHAT EVERYONE NEEDS TO KNOW by P.W. Singer 
3. FLEET TACTICS AND NAVAL OPERATIONS (3rd ED.) by Wayne Hughes 
4. GOOD TO GREAT: WHY SOME COMPANIES MAKE THE LEAP AND OTHERS DON’T by Jim Collins 
5. HUMILITY IS THE NEW SMART: RETHINKING HUMAN EXCELLENCE IN THE SMART MACHINE AGE by Edward D. Hess 
6. LIKEWAR: THE WEAPONIZATION OF SOCIAL MEDIA by P.W. Singer 
7. MONSOON: THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN POWER by Robert D. Kaplan 
8. ONE HUNDRED DAYS : THE MEMOIRS OF THE FALKLANDS BATTLE GROUP COMMANDER by Sandy Woodwards 
9. RED STAR OVER THE PACIFIC: CHINA’S RISE AND THE CHALLENGE TO U.S. MARITIME STRATEGY by Toshi Yoshihara 
10. THE UNDOING PROJECT: A FRIENDSHIP THAT CHANGED OUR MINDS by Michael Lewis 
11. THINKING, FAST AND SLOW by Daniel Kahneman 

CMC Choice 
1. THE KILL CHAIN: DEFENDING AMERICA IN THE FUTURE OF HIGH-TECH WARFARE by Christian Brose 

Foundational 
1. CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA by James Madison, et. al. 
2. LEARNING (MCDP-7) by United States Marine Corps by United States Government US Marine Corps (Author) 
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Commandant of the Marine Corps’ (CMC) 
Podcasts and Periodicals List: 

Podcasts 
1. Sea Control (CIMSEC) 
2. DODReads: What Are You Reading? 
3. The Dead Prussian 
4. Horns of a Dilemma 
5. Net Assessment (War on the Rocks) 
6. Modern War Institute Podcast 
7. War Room (US Army War College) 
8. Wavell Room: Contemporary British Military Thought 
9. TED Talks Daily 
10. WSJ The Future of Everything 
11. Global News Podcast (BBC) 
12. The Truth of the Matter 
13. The Security Studies Podcast 
14. US-China Dialogue Podcast 
15. Council on Foreign Relations 

Periodicals 
1. The Cove 
2. The Forge 
3. Grounded Curiosity 
4. Journal of Advanced Military Studies (JAMS) 
5. Leatherneck 
6. Marine Corps Gazette 
7. Modern War Institute 
8. Proceedings (US Naval Institute) 
9. Small Wars Journal 
10. The Strategy Bridge 
11. War on the Rocks 
12. Yellow Sheet (Marine Corps Aviation Association)  
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Benefits and Health Care Contacts 
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Directory Assistance Pages 
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Directory Assistance Pages 
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Separation and Retirement Branch 



Bunker News —Page 23                            DESOTO DETACHMENT 588, BRADENTON, FLORIDA                                FEBRUARY 2025 

Desoto Detachment #588, 5225 26th  Street West, Bradenton, Florida 34207 (941) 301-4598 

Veterans’ Assistance 

MANATEE VETERANS VILLAGE 

 (941) 896-9714 

 manateeinfo@voa-fla.org 

1430 55th Ave. West, Bradenton, FL 34207  

The Manatee GPD Program provides clinical treatment, transitional housing 

and case management services to homeless Veterans. We assist Veterans in 

identifying personal goals relating to education, employment, health, entitled 

benefits, spirituality, relationships and community participation. Program fees 

are based on income. Volunteers of America of Florida is a 501c3 nonprofit 

with results-driven outcomes.  

AMENITIES 

• Two bedroom/two bathroom shared unit 

• Case Management 

• Training, Education and Employment 

• Basic utilities paid 

• Laundry appliances on site 

• Computer lab 

• Bible Study 

• Substance Recovery Counseling 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

• Must have had 1 day of active duty 

• Must be a Veteran with General, Other, or Honorable Discharge 

• Must be homeless or in danger of becoming homeless 

• Follow program rules and guidelines (call for details) 

• U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) 

 

Turning Points: Supportive Service for Veteran Families (SSVF)   

(941) 747-1509  

701 17th Avenue West, Bradenton Florida 34205  

Turning Points is a leader in providing services for veterans and their families in Manatee County. Through various grants, we 
work with our partners to provide housing, shelter and supportive services to these individuals and families who have sacrificed 
so much for our country. Veterans Services through our Transitional Development Program focuses on securing and maintaining 
housing for Veterans who are currently homeless or would be homeless without this assistance. 

Services 

• Outreach Services 

• Case Management Services 

• Assistance Obtaining VA Benefits 

• Assistance Obtaining Other Public Benefits 

• Rental Assistance 
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If you need help with benefits claims, contact the Manatee 

County Veteran’s Service Office at 

(941) 745-3795 

VETERAN’S SERVICES 

Here in Manatee County, we appreciate our Veterans for their service 

and sacrifice and are happy to assist. You will always be treated with 

respect, courtesy, and compassion while at our office.  Again, thank 

you for your service and we hope to hear from you in the near future. 

Our office is committed to providing you professional assistance and 

guidance    throughout your entire VA claim process. There is abso-

lutely no fee or cost for our services or for the submission of a claim 

for VA benefits. These have been paid in full by your service. 

Veterans’ Assistance 

VA Phone Numbers 

• MyVA411: 1-800-698-2411 

• VA benefits hotline: 1-800-827-1000 

• GI Bill hotline: 1-888-442-4551 

• VA health benefits hotline: 877-222-8387 

• My HealtheVet help desk: 1-877-327-0022 

• National Veteran Crisis Hotline: 988, Press 1 

• Florida Veterans Support Line: 1-844-MyFLVet (1-844-693
-5838) 
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Veterans’ Helpful Information 
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Veterans’ Helpful Information 

 Where to write for your medals (no cost to you): 

Navy Personnel Command 

Liaison Office Room 5409 

9700 Page Avenue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Louis, MO 63132-5100 

 

 

 

 

STOLEN VALOR…..Don’t imposters know it is very easy to verify valorous claims in these days of Google 

and other search engines?  There are a lot of fakers out there claiming to be something that they are 

not.  It is very easy to ascertain heroic status, both in the United States and the United Kingdom.    

Don’t be a  faker ...If you earned it, wear it with pride, whether you rate one ribbon or a hundred rib-

bons. 

if you didn’t earn it go crawl back in your hole with the other worms. 

For more information about these worms, Go to: 

http://www.stolenvalor.com/index.cfm   

Or  

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Victoria_Cross_recipients_by_campaign 

 

IT’S OUR DUTY TO EXPOSE IMPOSTERS,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Victoria_Cross_recipients_by_campaign
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Veterans’ Perks 

 
Hunting and Fishing License 
Active-duty and retired military Florida residents can 
get a Military Gold Sportsman's License for $20. The 
license covers hunting, freshwater and saltwater 
fishing and a variety of associated permits at a great-
ly reduced cost. 100% permanently and totally disa-
bled service-connected veterans are entitled to a 
free five year hunting and fishing license. Visit 
the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs website 
for more information on any of these programs. 

 
 
If you have a service-connected disability and 
hold a VA Card indicating your status, you are 
eligible for a free entry pass to all Florida State 
Parks. Simply visit the Myakka State Park Rang-
ers Office off State Road 72, where you can be 
issued your pass. Take advantage of this benefit 
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Health Corner 
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