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 Commandant's Corner 

Heavens to Murgatroyd! Can you believe it’s already March? The first 
quarter of 2025 is nearly in the books! I’d be tempted to say we didn’t 
have much of a winter—though, somehow, there was snow in Florida. 
With any luck, we’ll get to enjoy at least a few days of spring before Flor-
ida’s infamous sauna turns on full blast. 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 15th—it’s time for our St. Pad-
dy’s Day Celebration! While cities like Chicago, Boston, New York, San 
Francisco, Washington D.C., and Seattle may claim some of the biggest 
St. Patrick’s Day festivities in the country, none of them can say their event is run by an Italian 
Leprechaun! From what I hear, this will be year two of our new tradition—where Maggie en-
sures there’s plenty of corned beef but somehow still doesn’t get a sandwich. At least this 
year, it won’t be because we ran out! 

Come out and enjoy the fun at the Bunker—it’s one of the few places left (outside of nursing 
homes) where people still recognize a quote from Snagglepuss. 

A big thank you to those who have stepped up to help with burger day and the honor guard. 
We still need more hands for both—as well as for bartending. No prior experience? No prob-
lem. If you’re willing to lend a hand, we’d love to have you. 

Until next month, 
Semper Fi! 

Adjutant's Alerts 

A new batch of membership cards has arrived! Stop by the bar and check with the bartender 
to see if yours is available. 

This month, we’ve added several new features to The Bunker Newsletter, including The 
Monthly Member Spotlight, "Getting to Know Your Board," "Getting to Know Your Bartend-
ers," a Uniform Guide, and Monthly Humor and Trivia. These additions are designed to help 
members stay informed, engaged, and connected. 

Do you have a memorable experience from your time in the Corps? A funny anecdote or a 
lesson learned, a joke, or even a comic? We want to hear about it! Sharing your story is a 
great way to connect, reminisce, and strengthen camaraderie within our Detachment. Wheth-
er it’s a boot camp tale, a deployment memory, or a reflection on your service, your story is 
part of our shared Marine Corps legacy. 

Submit your story to mcl588bunkeradjutant@gmail.com, and we’ll feature it in an upcoming 
edition of The Bunker News. Let’s keep the spirit of Semper Fi alive by sharing our experienc-
es and celebrating the bonds that unite us. 
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E-Board Meeting – Monday, March 10th @ 1800 
• Board members are required to attend 

• Bar will close at 1800 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration – Saturday, March 15th @ 1300 
• Traditional Irish meal and camaraderie 
• 60 pounds of corned beef will be served – thanks to all the volunteer cooks 

• There will be no St. Paddy’s Day Basket Raffle this year 

• Lottery Board Raffle Drawing will take place during the event ($5 per ticket) 

General Membership Meeting – Monday, March 17th @ 1830 
• Open to all members 
• Bar Closes at 1830; no drinks allowed during the meeting 

• Updates, discussions, and key decisions affecting The Bunker 
• Glenn’s Raffle Drawing will take place during this meeting ($10 per ticket) 

Annual Bunker Garage Sale – Sunday, March 22nd@ 0900  
• Spots are $10 for members and $20 for non-members 
• Set up at 0800; bring your own tables and chairs 

• Volunteers needed 

Honor Guard Practice – Monday, March 31st @ 1730 
• All Honor Guard members should report for practice 

Department of Florida MCL Annual Convention – June 5th–8th 2025 
• Location: Hilton Melbourne, 200 Rialto Place, Melbourne, FL 

• Action Required: Members interested in attending should contact [Your Name] for more information and 
registration details 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Burger Wednesdays – Volunteers Needed 
• Seeking two teams of four to rotate weekly for summer grilling 

• If no volunteers step up, Burger Wednesdays will be canceled 
• If interested, contact Joe Intoppa 

Honor Guard – Volunteers Needed 
• Members are needed to assist with Honor Guard ceremonies 
• If interested, contact Matt Richards or Joe Filice 

Historian Position Open 
• Looking for a member to help document and preserve The Bunker’s history 

• No prior experience needed 

• If interested, contact any of the board members 

Monday Bartender – Volunteer Needed 
• Training will be provided if necessary 
• If interested, contact Joe Intoppa 

Bar Poker – Dealers Needed 
• Volunteers are needed to deal for Bar Poker 

• No prior experience is required; training will be provided 

• If interested, sign up at the bar or contact Joe Intoppa 

Announcements 

Discontinuation of Hot Dog Tuesdays 
• Due to low demand, hot dogs will no longer be offered on Tuesdays 

Discontinuation of Scrabble Tuesdays 
• Scrabble Tuesdays have been discontinued due to lack of participation 

Reminder: Wednesday Opening Time is 1200  
• The Bunker has always opened at 1200 on Wednesdays; however, members have been arriving earlier 

and earlier 
• Please refrain from arriving before opening, as staff and volunteers require time to prepare 

Final Call for Interest – Quantico Trip 
• Seeking interest in a trip to visit the Marine Corps Museum and Quantico 
• Members interested in attending must confirm no later than March 15th 

• For further details or to express interest, please contact Kolleen Young or Dave Hildebrand 

Special Meals-Thanks Jim Kaskey 

• March 8th (approx. 1230): Spaghetti and Meatballs, Salad, and Garlic Bread – $6 

• March 22nd (approx. 1230): Beef Hard or Soft Tacos with Sour Cream, Guacamole – 2 for $5 
 

The Bunker Briefing 
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The Bunker Scuttlebutt 
What’s the latest buzz around The Bunker? 

Supporting Our Troops-One Cookie at a Time! 
• The Bunker proudly raised $225 to send Girl Scout cookies to de-

ployed troops, bringing a taste of home to those serving overseas  
• A special thank you to Jim Grote for his generosity and support in 

making this possible. Your contributions help boost morale and show 
our troops that they are never forgotten!  

Membership 
• All new and renewing members are required to complete an applica-

tion  

February Raffle Winners 
• Glen’s Raffle-Anne T 
• 50/50 Raffle-Maggie Richards 

Bunker Rules & Reminders 
• No Children at the Bar – For legal compliance, individuals under 18 are not permitted to sit at the bar. 

Minors must remain at tables or high tops 
• Guest Visits – Guests are always welcome at The Bunker but are limited to three visits before they must 

submit a membership application to continue attending 
• Non-Member Surcharge: Non-members will be charged an additional $1.00 per drink. Yet another great 

reason to become a member 
• Proper Use of Drink Chips – If you’re redeeming free drink chips, please present them before the bar-

tender rings up your order. This ensures a smooth transaction and avoids confusion 
• Reminder: Our bartenders volunteer their time—please show your appreciation by tipping generously 

Dice Game Rules 
• Three of a kind = 1 free drink (same as the purchased drink) 

• Four of a kind = 2 free drinks (same as the purchased drink) 
• Five of a kind = cash prize based on roll sequence 

Bar Etiquette: Celebrate with Class 
• At The Bunker, we value camaraderie, and a time-honored tradition is for big winners—whether from 

dice, pull tabs, or other games—to tip the bartender well and buy a round for the bar when luck is on 
their side 

• While not required, it’s a sign of good sportsmanship and appreciation for the community. Walking 
away with a big payout but leaving only a drink chip or a minimal tip tends to be remembered… and not 
in the best way 

• So if you score big, spread the goodwill—because generosity has a way of coming back around! 

Growing Our Membership 
• Members can now use Bunker-branded business cards to recruit potential new members. Each card is 

redeemable for one draft beer or well drink 
• If you know someone who would be a great addition to our community, pick up some cards at the bar 

and help grow our membership! 
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 March Events at a Glance 

MARCH 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

1500-1700: Poker 

2 

1400: Darts 

3 4 5 

1200-1500: Burg-

ers/Hot Dogs 

6 

1200-1800: Sand-

wiches 

7 

1800-2100: Karao-

ke 

8 

1230: Spaghetti 

and Meatballs, 

Salad, Garlic 

Bread 

1500-1700: Poker 

9 

1400: Darts 

10 

1800: E-Board 

Meeting 

11 12 

1200-1500: Burg-

ers/Hot Dogs 

13 

1200-1800: Sand-

wiches 

14 

1800-2100: Karao-

ke 

15 

1300-1800: St. 

Paddy’s Day Cele-

bration 

1500-1700: Poker 

16 

1400: Darts 

17 

1830: General 

Membership Meet-

ing 

18 19 

1200-1500: Burg-

ers/Hot Dogs 

20 

1200-1800: Sand-

wiches 

21 

1800-2100: Karao-

ke 

22 

0900-1400: Annual 

Garage Sale 

1230: Tacos 

1500-1700: Poker 

23 

1400: Darts 

24 

 

25 26 

1200-1500: Burg-

ers/Hot Dogs 

27 

1200-1800: Sand-

wiches 

28 

1800-2100: Karao-

ke 

29 

1500-1700: Poker 

30 

1400: Darts 

31 

1730: Honor Guard 

Practice 
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3/1 SAT 1500-1700 BAR POKER & HOTDOGS & PIZZA - ALL IN, NO REGRETS! 

3/2 SUN 1400 DART LEAGUE - AIM HIGH, MISS LESS!  

3/5 WED 1200-1500 BURGERS & HOTDOGS - GRILL’S HOT, BUNS ARE READY! 

3/6 THURS 1200 SANDWICH DAY - MORE LAYERS, MORE FLAVOR!  

3/7 FRI 1800-2100 KARAOKE - SING LOUD, SING PROUD! 

3/8 SAT 1230 JIM’S MEAL: SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS - TWIRL IT RIGHT! 

3/8 SAT 1500-1700 BAR POKER - BIG BETS, BIG FUN! 

3/9 SUN 1400 DART LEAGUE - HIT THE BOARD, NOT THE WALL!  

3/10 MON 1800 E-BOARD MEETING - DECISIONS, DECISIONS… ! 

3/12 WED 1200-1500 BURGER & HOTDOGS - FLIP IT, DON’T FLOP IT!  

3/13 THURS 1200 SANDWICH DAY - STACKED TO PERFECTION!  

3/14 FRI 1800-2100 KARAOKE - EVERY SONG IS YOUR SONG!  

3/15 SAT 1300-1800 ST. PADDY'S DAY CELEBRATION - KISS ME, I’M SORTA IRISH!  

3/15 SAT 1500-1700 BAR POKER - FOLD? NEVER HEARD OF IT! 

3/16 SUN 1400 DART LEAGUE - CLOSE ENOUGH COUNTS!  

3/17 MON 1830 GEN MEMBERSHIP MEETING - MORE MEMBERS, MORE FUN!  

3/19 WED 1200-1500 BURGER & HOTDOGS - EXTRA CHEESE = EXTRA HAPPINESS!  

3/20 THURS 1200 SANDWICH DAY - ONE BITE, TOTAL DELIGHT!  

3/21 FRI 1800-2100 KARAOKE - MIC DROP… OR NOT! 

3/22 SAT 0900-1400 BUNKER ANNUAL GARAGE SALE - DEALS YOU CAN’T RESIST! 

3/22 SAT 1230 BEEF TACOS (SOFT/HARD) - HARD OR SOFT? CHOOSE WISELY! 

3/22 SAT 1500-1700 BAR POKER - LUCK FAVORS THE BOLD!  

3/23 SUN 1400 DART LEAGUE - BULLSEYE OR BUST!  

3/26 WED 1200-1500 BURGER & HOTDOGS - LOAD IT UP, NO REGRETS!  

3/27 THURS 1200 SANDWICH DAY - BUILT FOR BIG BITES!  

3/28 FRI 1800-2100 KARAOKE - MORE ENERGY, LESS TALENT!  

3/29 SAT 1500-1700 BAR POKER & HOTDOGS & PIZZA - BIG BETS, BIG!  

3/30 SUN 1400 DART LEAGUE - JUST THROW AND HOPE!  

3/31 MON 1730 HONOR GUARD PRACTICE - STAND TALL, LOOK SHARP! 

Operational Schedule  
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Members Transferred from another MCL:  

• Marine Sergio Herrero 

Associate Members Sworn In:  

• Elizabeth Emery 
• Clinton Emery 

• Lauralynn “Charlie” Hyatt 
• Ronald Koper 

• Terri Andrews 
• Carmen Celline 

• Dave Eley 

• Niki Moore 

• Judi Moore 
• Richard “Dick” Moore 

• Russell Thompson 

• Cherie Thompson 
• John Wolfe 

• Charles Catob 
• John Gilcrest 

• Dawn Gilcrest 

Challenge Coin Tradition: Commandant Joe Filice explained the significance of possessing a Challenge Coin. 
All members and associate members should carry one. The tradition states that if someone places their chal-
lenge coin on the tabletop or bar, all others present must also produce theirs. 

• If someone fails to produce a coin, they must buy a round for their group (table or bar). 

• If everyone meets the challenge, the initiator must buy the round. 

• Any challenge coin is acceptable; however, monetary coins, slugs, poker chips, or drink chips do not qual-
ify.  

Bylaws Update: Annual revisions are in progress, focusing on grammatical edits with no major content 
changes. Once finalized, they will be presented for approval and submitted to the Department of Florida. 

Canteen Rules of Conduct: New rules will be introduced soon, including a three-strike policy for inappropri-
ate behavior. Previous warnings will be reset when the new rules take effect. Serious violations may be sub-
ject to further disciplinary action. 

Bunker Business Cards: Members can now use Bunker-branded business cards to recruit potential new 
members. Each card is redeemable for one draft beer or well drink. 

Garage Door Repair: Scheduled for February 24, 2025. 

MCL Uniform Regulations: Due to complaints about improper wear, uniform regulations will be distributed, 
and reference copies will be available in the Bunker. 

Marine Corps Ball: The usual venue will be under renovation, so the event’s status will depend on member 
interest. 

February General Membership Meeting 

Highlights 
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February New Members and Associates 

February was a month of growth and camaraderie at the Bunker! We welcomed one new member transfer-
ring from another detachment and proudly swore in 16 new Associate Members—each bringing their own 
spirit and enthusiasm to our ranks. Whether they’re here to support, serve, or simply share in the camara-
derie, we’re thrilled to have them on board. Please join us in giving a warm Marine Corps League welcome 
to our newest members!  

As we continue to grow, it’s a reminder that the strength of our League comes from the dedication and ca-
maraderie of our members. Whether you’re a longtime Marine Corps League member or newly sworn in, 
your presence makes a difference. Let’s keep the momentum going, support one another, and make the Bun-
ker a place where traditions thrive and friendships grow. Semper Fi!  
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Elijah’s Boot Camp Send Off 
On Saturday, February 22nd, the Bunker was filled with pride, camaraderie, and well wishes as we gathered to celebrate and send 
off Elijah Richards before he embarked on his journey to become a United States Marine. The turnout was nothing short of in-
credible, with friends, family, and fellow members coming together to show their support. The room buzzed with energy as sto-
ries were shared, laughter echoed, and a true sense of Marine Corps brotherhood filled the air. 

Matt and Maggie Richards beamed with pride as they watched their son take this monumental step toward earning the title of 
Marine. Their unwavering support and dedication to both Elijah and the Bunker Family were evident throughout the day. Sur-
rounded by loved ones, they shared in the joy, laughter, and camaraderie, knowing Elijah was setting off on a path of honor, cour-
age, and commitment. 

From the moment the doors opened, it was clear this wasn’t just any farewell—it was a celebration of dedication, strength, and 
the beginning of something extraordinary. Guests enjoyed great food, swapped stories, and raised a glass in Elijah’s honor, filling 
the Bunker with warmth and encouragement. Seeing our community rally behind one of our own was a powerful reminder of the 
unwavering support that exists here. We are immensely proud of Elijah for taking this step, and we know he’ll make both his fam-
ily and the Corps proud. 

Elijah’s journey to becoming a Marine is not just a personal milestone—it is a continuation of a proud family legacy. Among those 
standing by his side was his grandfather, Marine Chris Morand, whose service and dedication to the Corps set an inspiring exam-
ple. Seeing Elijah follow in his grandfather’s footsteps made the send-off even more meaningful, as generations of Marines came 
together to honor the commitment, courage, and tradition that bind them. 

Fair winds and following seas, future Elijah! 
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Toys For Tots Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

The Toys for Tots Volunteer Appreciation Dinner was a night dedicated to celebrating the hard work and generosity of those 
who made this year’s campaign a success. Volunteers came together to enjoy a well-earned evening of gratitude and camarade-
rie. Their dedication ensured that countless children experienced the magic of the holiday season, and this event was a way to 
recognize and thank each person who played a role in bringing joy to families in need. It was a heartfelt reminder that small acts 
of kindness can make a big impact.  
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This month, we are proud to spotlight Courtney Nunemaker, a dedicated Neonatal Pediatric 
Transport Respiratory Therapist and valued member of the Bunker. Her work takes her into 
high-stakes environments, providing critical care to infants and children in need. Here’s a 
closer look at Courtney’s journey, experiences, and what the Bunker community means to 
her. 

A Career Built on Passion and Purpose 
Courtney describes her profession as her “unicorn job”—something she once thought was 
unattainable. She interviewed in front of a panel of 18 professionals, including two medical 
directors. She was supposed to have a second interview, but she impressed them so much 
that she was offered the job after just one. Now, she plays a critical role in transporting and 
caring for some of the most vulnerable patients. 

Memorable Moments in the Field 
One unforgettable experience occurred at the Gasparilla Children’s Parade. As she walked with her crew and ambu-
lance, tossing beads, she was flagged down. A child in the crowd pointed at her and excitedly exclaimed:  

“You took care of me! You took care of me! I was sick, and you took care of me.”  

Courtney immediately went over, asked how he was, and told him how happy she was to see him healthy. His mother 
had tears in her eyes. Seeing a former patient thriving was an emotional and career-defining moment. 

Facing Challenges with Skill and Adaptability 
Transporting critically ill children is unpredictable, requiring creative problem-solving in real-time.  

“Sometimes you have to ‘Girl Scout’ a situation.”  

Courtney explains, as she often has to adapt hospital-based treatments for field conditions. Whether improvising 
equipment use or adjusting ventilator settings mid-transport, she thrives on thinking outside the box to ensure her pa-
tients receive the best care possible. 

The Emotional Toll of the Job 
While Courtney strives to separate work from her personal life, some cases linger. One of the most difficult was trans-
porting an 11-year-old boy who had the flu for three days. Despite his parents taking all the right steps—seeing a pedi-
atrician, then an ER—he deteriorated quickly and passed away 24 hours after she transported him.  

“This one hurt my soul.” 

In tough moments like these, she relies on her team to debrief and process what happened, knowing she made the 
best medical decisions possible. 

A Unique Workplace 
Courtney’s work environment is anything but ordinary. Her “office” consists of an ambulance, a helicopter, and an air-
plane. She treats patients ranging from micro preemies at 22 weeks gestation to 18-year-olds. Her smallest patient ev-
er weighed 460 grams (about 1 pound)—small enough to fit in the palm of her hand, barely extending to her wrist. 

 

 

 

 
 
(Continued on next page) 

March Member Spotlight:  

Courtney Nunemaker 
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Unexpected Moments in the Field 
Courtney has encountered some wild moments in her career. Once, they unknowingly flew into MacDill Air Force Base 
airspace without clearance, forcing the helicopter into a ninety-degree bank turn, leaving her cheek nearly parallel to 
Tampa Bay. Another time, she was involved in an ambulance accident on I-75, a stark reminder of the dangers of 
transport. There was also the time a grateful parent insisted on giving her two hundred dollars for lunch after she flew 
their child to Miami. Courtney politely declined, joking, “Not sure where she thought we’d eat… Burns Steakhouse?” 
But perhaps the most unexpected part of her work is the immense gratitude from parents, even during their worst 
days. “This is my job. Gratitude is not expected, but it means everything.” 

How She Stays Prepared 
Before every transport, Courtney listens to the doctor-to-doctor conversation between the sending and receiving hos-
pitals. In that moment, she mentally prepares for every possible scenario. 

“What if I have to intubate? What if I need mechanical ventilation? What tube size will fit? What ventilator settings will 
this patient need?” 

By the time she leaves the hospital, she has already calculated every setting and possible move. Does it always go to 
plan? No, but 24 years of experience has trained her to be ready for anything. 

Balancing Work and Personal Life 
Most of the time, Courtney doesn’t let work affect her personal life. But sometimes, emotions catch up. When a call is 
particularly difficult, she processes it, debriefs with her team, and reminds herself that she made the best possible 
medical decisions for her patient. 

“Most of the time, I conduct myself like a machine. But sometimes, those emotions don’t leave.” 

When she needs to unwind, she heads to the Bunker—sometimes with a cold one in hand! 

Advice for Aspiring Neonatal Transport Respiratory Therapists 

“Do it! It’s the best job.” 

Courtney emphasizes that neonatal transport is a different beast from in-hospital respiratory therapy. In a hospital, 
there are ample resources. In the back of an ambulance, helicopter, or plane, it’s just her and a nurse—with a para-
medic driving or a pilot flying. They have to be on point with every decision. 

“In the hospital, we’re an integral part of every emergency. We educate families, advise doctors, and advocate for our 
patients. But in the field, our doctors respect our assessment and treatment plans in a way that’s unlike any other. They 
trust us.” 

Connection to the Bunker 
Courtney’s father, a Vietnam War veteran, served as a small arms repairman in the U.S. Army. Growing up, she was 
always proud of his service and the sacrifices he made. Now, she feels honored to be part of a community that shares 
that same deep respect for service and country. 

“I am proud to rub elbows with those badasses who selflessly gave their time to ensure I live free. To me, that is every-
thing.” 

The Bunker is more than just a gathering place—it’s her second family. One of her favorite activities at the Bunker 
is Friday Night Karaoke with Keri and singing with Matt. 

Final Thoughts 
To her fellow Bunker members, Courtney shares this message: 

“For those who have served, I appreciate my freedom. From the bottom of my heart, thank you for your service.” 

March Member Spotlight: Courtney 

Nunemaker (cont) 
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Ever wondered about the people working behind the scenes to keep things running at the Bunker? We’re 
kicking off a new series to introduce you to the dedicated board members who help make it all happen. This 
month, we’re featuring six of our board members, with more to come in future issues. Stay tuned as we 
highlight the rest of the team in the months ahead!  

Joe Filice – Commandant 

Branch & MOS: 
• United States Marine Corps 
• MOS: 0848 (Field Artillery Operations Man) 

Rank & Service: 
• Rank: Sergeant 

• Years of Service: 5 years 

Notable Assignments & Deployments: 
• Joe jokes that he is notable for being so unremarkable 

Military Decorations: 
• Fire Watch (Honorably performed) 
• Good Conduct Medal (a.k.a. "Good Cookie" – and well-earned!) 

Marine Corps League / Bunker Membership: 
• 16 years with the Marine Corps League 
• 5 years at the Bunker 

Career: 
• A long and varied career, most recently retired as a Computer Systems Analyst 

Family: 
• Married to Cindy 

• Together, they have a "geriatric Brady Bunch" of five—Joe’s two sons and Cindy’s two daughters and one 
son 

Hobbies & Interests: 
• Captain, Florida Highway Patrol Auxiliary 
• Vice Commander, American Legion Post 2 (Wauchula) 

Getting to Know Your Board: Joe Filice 
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Michael Young – Sr. Vice Commandant 

Branch & MOS: 
• United States Marine Corps (1991-2021) 

• MOS: 0431 (Embarkation) & 0430 (Strategic Mobility Officer) 

Rank & Years in Service: 
• Rank: Staff Sergeant, Chief Warrant Officer-3, Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) 

• Years of Service: 30 years 

Duty Stations/Notable assignments and Deployments: 

During Michael Young’s 30-year career in the U.S. Marine Corps, he served at 
Camp Pendleton, CA, 32nd St Naval Base, CA, and Okinawa, Japan. Throughout his service, he participated 
in numerous global operations, including Operation Desert Thunder and Operation Restore Hope in Soma-
lia, Operation Native Furry in the UAE, Operation Safe Departure in Eritrea, and Operation Southern Watch 
in Iraq. His deployments also included Operation Stabilize in East Timor, Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi Freedom in Iraq. 

Beyond combat operations, he played a vital role in multinational training exercises such as Cobra Gold in 
Thailand and PHIBLEX in the Philippines. As a Combat Cargo Officer aboard the USS Bonhomme Richard, he 
was instrumental in managing logistics and transport operations and Maritime security operations in the 
Middle East. Additionally, he contributed to Operation Unified Assistance, providing humanitarian aid fol-
lowing the devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami in Southeast Asia and supported search and rescue mis-
sions Earthquake Relief in Nepal. 

Military Decorations: 

Marine Corps League / Bunker Membership: 
• 3 years 

Hometown and Siblings:  
• Arboles, CO; two sisters and three brothers 

Profession: 
• Vessel Assessment Team/Combat Cargo expert SLV (STS) Matilda 1 

Family: 
• Married to Kolleen for 20 years with four children; Jesse (33), Alexis (26), Tristin (25), Slade (18) 

Hobbies:  
• Fishing 

Getting to Know Your Board: Michael Young 

• Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal  

• Global War on Terrorism Service Medal  

• Southeast Asia Service Medal 

• Presidential Unit Citation-Navy  

• Navy Unit Commendation  

• Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal (3)  

• Meritorious Service Medal (2)  

• Navy & Marine Corps Commendation Medal (6)  

• Navy & Marine Corps Achievement Medal (5)  

• Iraq Campaign Medal (1 star)  

• Afghanistan Campaign Medal (1 star) 

• Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (2) 

• National Defense Service Medal (2)  

• Sea Service Deployment Ribbon (11)  

• Humanitarian Service Medal (2) 

• NATO Medal - ISAF Afghanistan 

• Kuwait Liberation Medal 
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Dave Hildebrand – Jr. Vice Commandant 

Branch & MOS: 
• United States Marine Corps (1971-1974) 

• MOS: 1371 (Combat Engineer) & 0131 (Unit Diary Clerk) 

Rank & Service: 
• Rank: Meritorious promotions to Lance Corporal and Corporal 

• Years of Service: 3 years 

Duty Stations: 
• Parris Island, Camp Lejeune, Camp Pendleton 

 

Marine Corps League / Bunker Membership: 
• 5 years with the Marine Corps League 

• 1 year Life Member 

Hometown: 
• Pottstown, PA 

Profession: 
• Mental Health & Addiction Therapist, Employee Assistance Professional 

Hobbies & Interests: 
• Enjoys spending time with family, fishing, and good friends 
• Vice Commander, American Legion Post 2 (Wauchula) 
 
 

Getting to Know Your Board: Dave Hildebrand 
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Denny Palmer – Judge Advocate General 

Branch & MOS: 
• United States Marine Corps (1965) 

• MOS: Helicopter Mechanic 

Duty Stations:/Notable Deployments 
• Quantico, VA 

• Served as a CH-46 Crew Chief, supporting the President’s helicopter squad-
ron along with other duties 
• Logged an average of four flight hours per day during his three years at 
Quantico 

Hometown: 
• Wilmington, DE 

Profession: 
• Auto mechanic before and after his Marine Corps service 
• Over 40 years in the automotive industry 

• Technician, business owner, and manager of multiple shops 
• Owned two gas stations and a garage 

• Served 20 years as a college professor, teaching automotive technology 
• Retired in 2011 and moved to Florida full-time in 2020 

Family: 
• Met his wife in Washington, D.C. during his time at Quantico 

• Moved to Illinois after leaving the Marine Corps 
 
 

Getting to Know Your Board: Denny Palmer 
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Kolleen Young – Adjutant 

Branch & MOS: 
• United States Marine Corps (1997-2020) 
• MOS: 0431 (Embarkation) & 0430 (Strategic Mobility Officer) 

Rank & Years in Service: 
• Rank: Staff Sergeant, Chief Warrant Officer-3, Major (Retired) 
• Years of Service: 23+ years 

Duty Stations/Notable assignments and Deployments: 

During her career in the U.S. Marine Corps, Kolleen Young was stationed at Camp 
Lejeune, NC, Camp Pendleton, CA, and Okinawa, Japan. She participated in numerous global operations, including 
Operation Enduring Freedom in Kuwait and Operation Iraqi Freedom in Iraq. Her humanitarian efforts included Ty-
phoon Haiyan Response, Operation Damayan, and Typhoon Bopha Response in the Philippines, and hurricane relief 
operations for Hurricane Maria (Dominica and Puerto Rico) and Hurricane Irma (Caribbean and Virgin Islands). 

Additionally, she played a key role in multinational training exercises such as Operation Trident Juncture in the Atlan-
tic Ocean and Norwaway, Ssang Yong in the Republic of Korea, Cobra Gold in Thailand, Talisman Sabre and Opera-
tion Koolendong in Australia, PHIBLEX and Balikatan in the Philippines. She also supported maritime security opera-
tions in the Middle East, reinforcing global stability and security. 

Military Decorations: 

Marine Corps League / Bunker Membership: 
• 3 years 

Hometown and Siblings:  
• Bradenton, FL; two brothers and two sisters (Coco, Saturday’s Bartender) 

Profession:  
• Principal Program Manager, CANA LLC (HQMC) 

Family: 
• Married to Michael Young with four children; Jesse (33), Alexis (26), Tristin (25), Slade (18) 

Hobbies: 
• Poker and Cruising 

Getting to Know Your Board: Kolleen Young 

• Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal  

• Global War on Terrorism Service Medal  

• Presidential Unit Citation-Navy (2)  

• Navy Unit Commendation (3)  

• Navy Meritorious Unit Commendation (4)  

• Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal (2)  

• Meritorious Service Medal (2)  

• Navy & Marine Corps Commendation Medal (3)  

• Navy & Marine Corps Achievement Medal (1)  

• Iraq Campaign Medal (1 star)  

• Kosovo Campaign Medal  

• Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal  

• National Defense Service Medal (1)  

• Humanitarian Service Medal (2) 

• Armed Forces Service Medal  

• Sea Service Deployment Ribbon (7)  

• Navy & Marine Corps Overseas Service Ribbon  

• NATO Medal - Kosovo  
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Matt Richards – Sergeant-at-Arms 

Branch & MOS: 
• No prior military service, but actively involved in supporting Marines and vet-
erans through The Bunker 

Marine Corps League / Bunker Membership: 
• 8 years  

Hometown: 
• Born and raised in California  

• In 2004 moved to Bradenton to attend Marine Mechanic School in Orlando  

Profession: 
• Marine mechanic for 21 years 

Family:  
• Married to Maggie for 24 years with two children; Elijah, (21) and Abigail (18)  

Hobbies & Interests: 
• His 1989 Fox Body Mustang  

• Cars and Guns 
  
 

Getting to Know Your Board: Matt Richards 



Bunker News —Page 20              DESOTO DETACHMENT 588, BRADENTON, FLORIDA                MARCH 2025 

Desoto Detachment #588, 5225 26th Street West, Bradenton, Florida 34207 (941) 301-4598 

Joe Intoppa – Bar Manager  

Volunteering at the Bunker: 
• Has been a volunteer since 2014 with a brief break but 
couldn’t stay away for long  

Branch & MOS: 
• United States Navy (1971-1974) 
• Rate: Fireman  

 

 

Rank & Years in Service: 
• Rank: E-3 

• Years of Service: 3 years 

Duty Stations/Notable assignments and Deployments: 
• Norfolk, VA 

• Mediterranean Deployment abord the JFK 

Hometown: 
• Born in Jacksonville, Florida, but grew up in Massachusetts Medford  

Favorite Drink to Make or Recommend: 
• Beer, because it is easy! 

Profession: 
• Retired from the food industry on the warehouse side; worked for Shaws in New England for 30 years   

What She enjoys Most About the Bunker: 
• He loves the camaraderie, he says it feels like we’re all in it together  

• He enjoys associating with all different kinds of veterans  

Hobbies & Interests: 
• Candlepin Bowling; Joe was a semi professional candlepin bowler in New England 

Fun Fact: 
• He has been known to have an instant or two of road rage  

• He dislikes the sweltering Florida summers, still considers himself a New Englander at heart, and he has-
n’t ruled out the possibility of returning one day  

• Jokingly refers to himself as a "self-proclaimed hockey casualty" after taking one too many pucks to the 
head during his hockey days  

• Not fun, but, allergic to dogs  

Getting to Your Bartenders: Joe Intoppa 
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Glen and Georgetta Weik (Wednesdays) 

Volunteering at the Bunker: 
• Glenn has been involved with The Bunker for several years, always looking 
for ways to give back to our veterans  
• Together, Glenn and Georgetta have been bartending for two years  

• Glenn is also a member of the Honor Guard  

Affiliated Service:  
• No military service, but dedicated to supporting our veterans at The Bun-
ker  

 

Family and Background: 
• High school sweethearts, Glenn and Georgetta have been married for 52 years (celebrating 53 in April)  

Hometown: 
• Originally from Pennsylvania, they started as snowbirds for five years before deciding to permanently 

move to Florida 20 years ago  

What They enjoy Most About the Bunker: 
• The opportunity to give back to veterans while meeting great people and building lasting friendships  
 

Getting to Your Bartenders:  

Glenn and Georgetta Weik 
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John D’Alusio (Thursdays) 

Volunteering at the Bunker: 
• Has been bartending every Thursday since 2017 and occasionally fills in on 
other days 
• Served 13 consecutive years as Historian on the Board of Trustees 

• Honor Guard member since 2014 
• Ran the Gun Raffles for five years 

Affiliated Service:  
• No military service, but dedicated to supporting our veterans at The Bunker  

 

Profession: 
• Property and Casualty Insurance Executive (Retired) 

Family: 
• Married to Mariann for 39 years 

Favorite Drink to Make or Recommend: 
• Espresso Chocolate Martini; a smooth and rich favorite  

What he enjoys Most About the Bunker: 
• The camaraderie; The Bunker is our version of Cheers, where everybody knows your name  

Hobbies & Interests: 
• History, Political Science, Fine Cigars, Cold Adult Beverages, Boating, Dining Out, and Travel  

Fun Fact: 
• If really inebriated, he claims he can lick his eyebrows; though this remains unverified  
 

Getting to Your Bartenders: John D’Alusio 
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Keri Campagna (Fridays) 

Volunteering at the Bunker: 
• Has been a volunteer since 2011 with a brief break but couldn’t stay 
away for long  
• Previously served as Bar Manager but stepped down due to work 
commitments  

Affiliated Service:  
• No military service, but dedicated to supporting our veterans at The 
Bunker  

 
Profession: 
• Works in Customer Service for a Manufacturing Company, celebrating 15 years this year 
• Has worked in the manufacturing industry since 1999  

What She enjoys Most About the Bunker: 
• The people, camaraderie, and friendships that make The Bunker feel like home  
• The way members come together to support one another in times of need  

Hobbies & Interests: 
• Loves spending time with her “babies”—her two birds, one dog, and fish  

Fun Fact: 
• Known as "Keri Sprinkles", she’s always ready to brighten a bad day  

• A lifelong animal lover, she has cared for a wide variety of pets, including:  
 11 parakeets, 8 cockatiels, 1 blue crown conure, 1 Senegal parrot, 2 ferrets, 1 Nile monitor, pet mice 

(rescued from the Nile monitor), a red rat snake, 4 dogs, 1 cat, and numerous fish  

Getting to Your Bartenders: Kerri Campagna 
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Collette (Coco) Quinehan (Saturdays) 

Volunteering at the Bunker: 
• Began volunteering in 2023 after joining The Bunker  

Affiliated Service:  
• No military service, but dedicated to supporting our veterans at The 
Bunker  

Profession: 
• Realtor with extensive experience in the industry 
• Over 35 years in the hospitality industry working as a server and bar-
tender 

Family: 
• Two brothers: Steven and Brian 
• Two sisters: Koltier and Kolleen (Bunker Adjutant) 

• Two nephews: Tristin and Slade 

Hometown:  
• Bradenton, FL 
• Graduated Bayshore High School 

Favorite Drink to Make or Recommend: 
• Strawberry Banana Daiquiri -because it always makes people extremely happy! 

What She enjoys Most About the Bunker: 
• Supporting the veterans and the camaraderie among members  

Hobbies & Interests: 
• Bingo 

• Hanging out with friends and playing Yahtzee  

Fun Fact: 
• Former owner of Coco’s Place and Night Club in Bradenton FL 

• Known as the “Honorary Mayor of Bradenton” because she knows everyone in town!   
 

Getting to Your Bartenders: Collette Quinehan 
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Jackie Edmund (Fills in as Needed) 

Volunteering at the Bunker: 
• Began volunteering in 2020 after joining The Bunker  

Affiliated Service:  
• No military service, but dedicated to supporting our veterans at The Bunker  

Profession: 
• Over 40 years in the hospitality industry working as a concierge, server, bar-
tender, and supervisor in hotels, restaurants, and bars  

 

Family: 
• Married to Jon for 41 years  

• Proud mother of two sons  
 Kenn – A Marine veteran of Desert Storm (thankfully returned home safely), married to Kristie, with two 

sons: Seth – A mechanic, Sean – Currently serving in the U.S. Marine Corps 
 Chris – A trucker with over 5 million accident-free miles. Married to Susan, with three children: Jason – 

An IT professional, Joshua – A Marine veteran, now a diesel mechanic working toward his A&P license, 
Hannah – A registered nurse 

• Jon and Jackie are immensely proud of their family and their accomplishments 

Favorite Drink to Make or Recommend: 
• Dirty Martini and wine  

What She enjoys Most About the Bunker: 
• Meeting new people and supporting others who love The Bunker  

Hobbies & Interests: 
• Sewing and creating jewelry using crystals, wire, and beads  
• Loves cooking and trying new foods   

Fun Fact: 
• Enjoys traveling with no set destination—jumping in the car and taking an unplanned road trip, stopping 

wherever the journey leads  

Getting to Your Bartenders: Jackie Edmund 
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Uniform Guide: Cover 

Marine Corps League Cover 
A. The basic uniform of the Marine Corps League is the unique cover that identifies the members of the Marine Corps League. 

Because all other parts of the uniform that are designated in this enclosure are optional, the cover remains as the only con-

sistent identifier for Marine Corps League members, which is why the cover is worn indoors at appropriate Marine Corps 

League functions. When Marine Corps League Members are wearing the appropriate cover, as listed below, they are consid-

ered in uniform 

NOTE: NO OTHER TYPE OF COVER MAY BE WORN AT A MARINE CORPS LEAGUE FUNCTION OR MEETING. All members of the 

Marine Corps League are authorized to wear the RED COVER 

A. All members of the Marine Corps League are authorized to wear the RED COVER 

• Members Elected or Appointed at the Department Level are authorized to wear the RED COVER with a GOLD CROWN 

• Members Elected to a National Office or Appointed to a National Staff/Committee are authorized to wear GOLD COVERS 

• National Commandant will wear a WHITE COVER 

D. The Past National Commandants and Honorary Past National Commandants are authorized to wear a GOLD COVER with 

WHITE CROWN 

• The Past Chief Devil Dogs and Honorary Chief Devil Dogs are authorized to wear a GOLD COVER with a BLACK CROWN 

• Past National Vice Commandants of Divisions, Past National Directors, and Past National Directors of Young Marines are au-

thorized to wear a GOLD COVER with a GOLD CROWN 

• Past Department Commandants and Past Pack Leaders are authorized to wear a RED COVER with a GOLD CROWN 

• Past Detachment Commandants and Past Pound Keepers are authorized to wear a RED COVER with a RED CROWN 

• All Past Officers listed above will identify their Past Office with a title strip or embroidery and will display the years that they 

held that office 

• With the exception of Past National Commandants, Honorary Past National Commandants, Past Chief Devil Dogs, and Honor-

ary Chief Devil Dogs, they all will also display the organization where they held that office (i.e., Southeast Division, Depart-

ment of Ohio, Chattanooga Detachment, etc.) 

• Only the officers listed in this paragraph are authorized to retain the Cover for their previous office after they leave that 

office. All other members will revert back to the appropriate cover for the elected or appointed office currently held, and if 

any, removing the officer identification STRIP(S) for prior offices no longer held 

• You MUST have a separate cover for POUND, PACK or KENNEL Officer. POUND, PACK OR KENNEL text CANNOT be on the 

same cover as DETACHMENT, DEPARTMENT OR NATIONAL 

D. The only insignia authorized for wear on the Marine Corps League Covers is the 1-1/2" X 1-1/2" Anodized Solid Gold Color 

or Polished Brass Marine Corps Emblem (Enlisted Style Only) on the Left Side. The Devil Dog patch, if authorized, will be 

worn up front on the right side of the cover. The identification strips, i.e., Department or Detachment strip, or embroider-

ing, will be centered on the right side. If the "LIFE" strip is worn, it will be to the rear of the right side. The "LIFE MEMBER" 

strip will be worn the same as the identification strips are worn and should be worn above other strips 

 

NOTE: NO DIVISION PINS OR OTHER PINS/ORNAMENTS ARE AUTHORIZED ON MARINE CORPS LEAGUE COVERS 
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Marine Corps League Cover 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HTTPS://THE-SEMPER-FI-STORE_MYSHOPIFY.COM 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Guide: Cover (cont) 

MOOD Cover Patch 
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Marine Corps League Cover 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Guide: Cover (cont) 
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Red Polo Shirt  

MCL Detachment 588’s members may wear the official red polo shirt as a comfortable yet professional 
alternative for casual events and meetings. It’s a great way to show your pride and represent the 
League. Covers and polos can be purchased at the "Semper Fi" Store. Wear yours with pride and honor! 

 

HTTPS://THE-SEMPER-FI-

STORE_MYSHOPIFY.COM 
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MALE UNDRESS UNIFORM LONG SLEEVE 
• Standard Cover 

• Devil Dog collar, if authorized (optional) 
• Nametag (optional)  

• White Shirt, with military creases (to be Airline Pilot style with two (2) pockets with button down flaps 
and shoulder epaulets) 

• Regular Members Marine Corps League Sunburst insignias on collar, centered 1/2" inside the collar tip, 
with the wings of the emblem parallel to the deck  

• The Associate member is to wear the Marine Corps League sunburst insignia in lieu of the Marine Corps 
Emblem on their cover. The 1/2" x 1/2" gold “MCL” insignia will be worn on the shirt collars 

• Regular Members the Marine the Corps League shoulder patch  
• Associate Members the Marine Corps League Associate shoulder patch  

• Flag patch, on right shoulder, may be worn  
• Marine Corps League ribbons or Department of Defense authorized ribbons, wings, badges, (MCL AND 

DOD RIBBONS CANNOT BE WORN TOGETHER 
• MCL ribbons should be centered over the left breast pocket 1/8" above the pocket flap, DOD-awards and 

decorations should be worn as authorized to the individual  
• The Marine of the Year (National, Division, Department or Detachment) Medallion and Ribbon; the Chap-

el of Four Chaplains (Legion of Merit, Humanitarian Award, and Bronze Medallion Award); or the Military 
Order of Devil Dogs collar, if authorized, may be worn with the Undress Long Sleeve Uniform. Only one of 
these devices, medallions, or collars, may be worn at a time at the option of the wearer 

• The Associate Member of the Year (National, Division, Department or Detachment) Medallion and Rib-
bon; Only one of these devices, medallions, or collars, may be worn at a time at the option of the wearer 

• TIE. PLAIN BLACK with Marine Corps or Marine Corps League gold tie bar ENLISTED STYLE ONLY (no open 
collar) 

• Trousers, Dress Blue (Regular Members with NCO "RED" stripe and Associates without NCO Stripe) with 
Belt, Marine Corps khaki web, with web belt brass buckle 

• Shoes, Black, plain toe (military style, highly glossed) 
• Socks, Black  

• Optional: Trousers, black, dress, with the black leather belt with square gold buckle with Marine Corps 
emblem (EGA); a ratcheting black leather belt with a gold Marine Corps emblem buckle (EGA); or a ratch-
eting black leather belt with a gold buckle with Marine Corps League logo may be worn instead of the 
Dress Blue trousers and khaki web belt 

MALE UNDRESS UNIFORM LONG SLEEVE 
• The Short sleeve UNDRESS uniform is the same in every way to the Long Sleeve UNDRESS uniform with 

the following exceptions:  
• The shirt shall be the same Airline Pilot style, but short sleeves instead of long. The shirt shall be worn 

with an open collar and NO TIE OR TIE BAR IS WORN WITH THE UNDRESS SHORT SLEEVE SHIRT 
• The Marine of the Year (National, Division, Department or Detachment) Medallion and Ribbon; the Chap-

el of Four Chaplains (Legion of Merit, Humanitarian Award, and Bronze Medallion Award); or the Military 
Order of Devil Dogs collar, if authorized, may be worn with the Undress Short Sleeve Uniform. Only one 
of these devices, medallions, or collars, may be worn at a time at the option of the wearer 

NOTE: MEDALLIONS MAY NOT BE WORN WITH ANY OTHER STYLE SHIRT (I.E., POLO, T-SHIRT, OR CIVILIAN 
DRESS SHIRTS)  

Uniform Guide: Male Undress Uniform 
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FEMALE UNDRESS UNIFORM LONG SLEEVE 

• Standard cover, Male or Female style with 1-1/2" x l-1/2" (ENLISTED STYLE) anodized solid gold color or polished brass EGA  

• Devil Dog collar, if authorized (optional) 

• Nametag (optional)  

• White Shirt, (to be Airline pilot style with two (2) pockets with button down flaps and shoulder epaulets or Women's White 
USMC Shirt or Army White ASU.) (Rev 2021)  

• Regular Member the Marine Corps League Sunburst insignias on collar, centered 1/2" inside the collar tip, with wings on the 
emblem parallel to the deck 

• The Associate member is to wear the Marine Corps League sunburst insignia in lieu of the Marine Corps Emblem on their cov-
er. The 1/2" x 1/2" gold “MCL” insignia will be worn on the shirt collars 

• Regular Members the standard Marine Corps League shoulder patch 

• Associate Members the Marine Corps League Associate shoulder patch  

• Flag patch, on right shoulder, may be worn 

• Marine Corps League ribbons or Department of Defense authorized ribbons, wings, badges, (MCL AND DOD RIBBONS CANNOT 
BE WORN TOGETHER 

• MCL ribbons should be centered over the left breast pocket 1/8" above the pocket flap, DOD-awards and decorations should 
be worn as authorized to the individual on the AIRLINE PILOT STYLE WHITE SHIRT 

• TIE. PLAIN BLACK with Marine Corps gold (enlisted) or Marine Corps League gold tie bar or women's USMC black neck tab (no 
open collar)  

• Skirt, black, straight (length should be 1" to 2" below the knees} or trousers, black, dress, with the black leather belt and 
square gold buckle with EGA, or female dress blue trousers to match male uniform regulations, dress blue trousers with NCO 
red stripe (Associate Members no NCO Stripe) with Marine Corps khaki web belt with web belt dress buckle 

• Women's Dress Blue Trousers do not have belt loops and cannot be altered to have belt loops. When wearing the Female 
Dress Blue Trousers, you must wear the women's white USMC shirt (shirt is worn outside of the trousers)  

• When wearing the Male Dress Blue Trouser you must wear the men's white shirt as authorized under the male undress long 
sleeve regulations 

• Shoes, black oxford patent leather with trousers. patent leather flats or pumps with skirt. Heels for pumps will measure up to 
2" in height 

• Hose, nylon, black or flesh tone (with pumps) or socks, black, (with trousers.) (Rev 2021)  

• Earrings, (optional) small white pearl (or pearl like) or gold ball, not to exceed 9mm. When worn, earrings will fit tight against 
the ear and will not extend below the ear lobe 

• The Marine of the Year (National, Division, Department or Detachment) Medallion and Ribbon; the Chapel of Four Chaplains 
(Legion of Merit, Humanitarian Award, and Bronze Medallion Award); or the Military Order of Devil Dogs collar, if authorized, 
may be worn with the Undress Long Sleeve Uniform. Only one of these devices, medallions, or collars, may be worn at a time 
at the option of the wearer 

• The Associate Member of the Year (National, Division, Department or Detachment) Medallion and Ribbon; Only one of these 
devices, medallions, or collars, may be worn at a time at the option of the wearer 

FEMALE UNDRESS UNIFORM SHORT SLEEVE 

• The Short Sleeve UNDRESS UNIFORM is the same in every way to the Long Sleeve UNDRESS UNIFORM with the following ex-
ceptions:  

• The shirt will be the same Airline pilot style. but Short Sleeve instead of Long Sleeve, or Women's USMC white blouse, style 
worn with Dress Blue Trousers or Army White ASU style. (Rev 2021)  

• The Female USMC style white shirt can be worn with either Female Dress Blue Trousers or with black trousers, open collar 

NOTE: MEDALLIONS MAY NOT BE WORN WITH ANY OTHER STYLE SHIRT (I.E., POLO, T-SHIRT, OR CIVILIAN DRESS SHIRTS)  
NOTE: THE MEN’S WHITE SHORT SLEEVE SHIRT CANNOT BE ALTERED TO WEAR ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE FEMALE DRESS BLUE 
TROUSERS 
 
 

Uniform Guide: Female Undress Uniform 
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MEDALLONS 

• The Marine of the Year (National, Division, Department or Detachment) Medallion and Ribbon; the Chapel of Four Chaplains 
(Legion of Merit, Humanitarian Award, and Bronze Medallion Award); or the Military Order of Devil Dogs collar, if authorized, 
may be worn with the Undress Uniforms (Male and Female) 

• Only ONE of these of these devices, medallions, or collars, may be worn at a time at the option of the wearer 

• NOTE: Medallions may not be worn with any other style shirt (i.e., Polo, T-Shirt, or Civilian Dress Shirt). NOTE: MODD Members 
are required to wear their Dog Collar to be considered “in uniform” 

SHOLDER PATCHES 

• Shoulder patches are worn on the undress uniform white aviator shirt, short sleeve or long sleeve, and the female white USMC 
style shirt ONLY 

• The Marine Corps League shoulder patch will be worn on the LEFT sleeve, centered on the sleeve and 1-1/2" below the shoulder 
seam 

• The United States Flag patch (2" x 3") will be worn on the RIGHT Sleeve, centered on the sleeve and1-1/2" below the shoulder 
seem. The United States Flag patch will have a WHITE border, and will have a field of BLUE to the right (to the wearer's front) 

• At the Wearer's Choice: if a member is a Member of the Military Order of Devil Dogs, the MOOD patch may be worn in place of 
the United States Flag patch, centered on the sleeve and 1-1/2" below the shoulder seam 

• NO Service or Unit patches are to be worn on the Marine Corps League Uniform 

SPECIAL UNIFORM AUTHORIZATION 
The standard Marine Corps League cover is the minimum uniform item worn by members to be considered "IN UNIFORM". Members 
who are participating in Memorial Services and who are in MCL Uniform may wear "WHITE GLOVES" of the same type as worn by the 
Uniformed Services. Wearing of White Gloves will be at the discretion of the Senior Officer in charge of the detail. Although clothing 
and apparel worn with the standard cover may or may not have a Marine Corps or Marine Corps League theme, and may be appro-
priate attire, that attire is not a uniform of the League 

CEREMONIAL UNIFORMS  
There is not a unique Ceremonial Uniform following action at the 2009 National Convention. Whenever Ceremonial Functions are 
preformed, the Uniform will be the UNDRESS UNIFORM (either Short Sleeve or Long Sleeve) or the CASUAL UNIFORM as determined 
by the jurisdictional Commandant, and weather conditions. The National SOP for Funeral Honors should be reviewed  

WHITE DUTY BELT 

• White Duty Belts may be worn by a member while performing the duty as Sergeant-at-Arms or as a member of a Color Guard or 
Honor Guard, and only with the Undress Uniform Short Sleeve White or Long Sleeve White Shirt  

• The Duty Belt should be the Standard Plain White Cotton Web Belt (2-1/2") with brass Marine Corps waist plate (3 ½” x 2 ½”) 
(DRILL INSTRUCTOR STYLE) or Standard Plain White Cotton Web Belt (2-1/2") with Gold (in color) Marine Corps Buckle (3 ½” x 2 
½”), either highly shined brass or Hamilton gold plated anodized brass with the EGA 

HONOR GUARD 
At no time will an NCO or Officer Sword be used by anyone participating in a Funeral Honor Guard Detail. Commanders shall render a 
“hand-salute” when required 

WEB BELT 
The tip end of the web belt will pass through the buckle to the wearer's left and will extend from 2 to 4 inches beyond the buckle. The 
metal belt tip and the buckle will be kept highly polished. The buckle will be worn with the buckle tongue depressed into the buckle 
 
NOTE: AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER MAY WEAR THIS BUCKLE WHILE PREFORMING THE DUTIES OF SERGEANT-AT-ARMS OR DURING AN 
HONOR GUARD DETAIL CEREMONY ONLY. THE ASSOCIATE MEMBER MAY NOT WEAR THIS BUCKLE AT ANY OTHER TIME 
 
 

Uniform Guide: Miscellaneous 
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 Individual Uniform Items 

MALE UNDRESS UNIFORM SHORT AND LONG SLEEVE SHIRTS 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular Member Associate Member American Flag or MODD Patch-Right 

Regular Member Collar Ornaments and 

Cover EGA 

Associate Member MCL Collar Ornaments and 

Cover Ornament 

MODD Cover Patch 

Black Leather Belt 

Regular Member White Duty Belt Associate Member Waist Plate 

Khaki Web Belt 

White Short Sleeve  

Aviator Style 

White Long Sleeve  

Aviator Style 

Women’s White USMC  

Style Short Sleeve 

All three Tie Bars  

Are Authorized  

Black Tie  

Plain 

Black Female 

Neck Tab 

Men’s Dress Blue Trousers Female Black Skirt Black Trousers Women’s Dress Blue Trousers 

Women’s Pumps Oxford Shoes 
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Undress Uniform Quick Reference 
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Profiles of Valor: USMC SgtMaj Daniel J. Daly 
“The fightingest man ever to serve with the Marine Corps”  

MARK ALEXANDER 

Tens of millions of Veterans have served our nation since the first Medals of Honor were awarded for the val-
orous actions of Andrews’s Raiders in 1862. Of those, a split percentage of former combat Vets — 3,528 to be 
exact — have earned the Medal of Honor. Among them, amazingly, there are 19 double recipients. 

Marine Corps SgtMaj Daniel J. Daly is one of the 19 and one of only two Marines who earned that dual dis-
tinction — the other being MajGen Smedley D. Butler. Notably, their military service paths crossed several 
times when earning those Medals. 

Dan Daly was born in Brooklyn, New York, to Irish Catholic parents John and Ellen Daly. There is not much his-
torical information about his early years other than that he sold newspapers on the streets of New York City 
from a young age. When he was a teenager, his parents, along with his sister Mary and brother David, moved 
to Glen Cove on Long Island. He had a seedling career as a boxer despite being only 5'6" and 132 pounds. 
Clearly, he would distinguish himself as a fighter. 

Hearing accounts of Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough Riders during the Spanish-American War inspired Daly to enlist 
in the United States Marine Corps in 1899 at age 25. After boot camp, he was assigned to the Asiatic Fleet 
just ahead of the Boxer Rebellion, led by members of the secret Chinese group known as the Society of the 
Righteous and Harmonious Fists. The SRHF was brutal in its attacks on Christian missionaries, Chinese Chris-
tians, and diplomatic missions. It was the siege of a foreign diplomatic area near Peking that led to U.S. in-
volvement. 
After Daly’s Marine detachment arrived in Taku Bay, China, his first combat encounter was retaking a posi-
tion near the American legation outside of Peking. In that era, Marines were armed only with bayoneted ri-
fles, which meant firing on enemy positions and then approaching those positions in a bloody face-to-face 
encounter. 
 
 
(Continued on next page) 

March Medal of Honor Spotlight 

https://patriotpost.us/alexander
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Profiles of Valor: USMC SgtMaj Daniel J. Daly 
After the Marines re-secured the American legation, the Chinese SRHF rebels regrouped, returned after dark, 
and attempted to destroy the American consulate. It was then they confronted a lone Marine at a critical 
breach point, whom they thought they could dispatch quickly. But Dan Daly would have none of that and 
stood his ground. He was armed with his rifle and then an M1895 Colt-Browning “potato digger” machine 
gun. After defending his post through the night, by daybreak there were, by some estimates, almost 200 
dead Boxers near Daly’s post. 

It was for his actions that night of August 14, 1900, that Daly was awarded his first Medal of Honor for, as 
the citation briefly notes, having “distinguished himself by meritorious conduct.” 

In the years between his first and second Medals of Honor, Daly exemplified heroic actions in other combat 
engagements. 

In July 1915, Woodrow Wilson ordered 330 Marines to Port-au-Prince with orders from the Secretary of the 
Navy to “protect American and foreign interests” during the Occupation of Haiti and quell the revolution 
there, which had already accounted for six regime changes since 1911. 

On October 24, then-Gunnery Sergeant Daly and his 35-man platoon of the Fifteenth Company of Marines, 
under the leadership of Capt William Upshur, 1stLt Edward Ostermann, left Fort Liberte for a six-day recon-
naissance mission. Two days later, while crossing a river in the Haitian backcountry, they were ambushed by 
an estimated 400 Haitian Cacos rebels, who soon had surrounded their platoon. The Marines managed to 
fight their way to the other river bank and up a hillside where they established a defensive position. But their 
prospects for survival grew evermore dim after nightfall, under continuous skirmishes to overtake their posi-
tion, because they had lost their machine gun in the river during the initial attack. 

Daley knew their best chance at survival rested on being able to defend their position at daybreak when a 
frontal offensive was sure to ensue. Thus, he crept out of their defensive hold late that night amid the skir-
mishes and returned to the river bank on the off chance he would be able to find their machine gun. Amaz-
ingly, he managed to do that, strapped it to his back, and crawled back to his platoon without being discov-
ered. 

As the sun rose, the Cacos rebels were preparing to begin their offensive. But as noted in Daly’s sec-
ond Medal of Honor citation, he and the two officers divided their badly outnumbered Marines “into three 
squads,” which “advanced in three different directions” confronting the enemy lines. They dispensed ma-
chine gun saturation fire into the rebel lines, “surprising and scattering the Cacos in all directions.” 

The expeditionary commander said of the gallantry displayed by the officers and men of this detachment: 
“The action of the 35 men in the attack made upon them during the night of October 24 can not be com-
mended too highly. It is true that these men were in pitch darkness, surrounded by 10 times their number 
and fighting for their lives, but the manner in which they fought during that long night, the steady, cool disci-
pline, that prevented demoralization is remarkable. Had one squad failed, not one man of the party would 
have lived to tell the story. The actual assault upon the enemy, made in three different directions and begin-
ning as soon as the light permitted them to see, was splendid. It meant success or utter annihilation.” 
Indeed, GySgt Daly “fought with exceptional gallantry against heavy odds throughout this action.” 
 
(Continued on next page)

March Medal of Honor Spotlight (cont) 
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Profiles of Valor: USMC SgtMaj Daniel J. Daly 
Additional Medals of Honor were awarded to Capt Upshur and 1stLt Ostermann. 

SgtMaj Daly would further distinguish himself in combat during World War I. 

He was the recipient of combat awards for valor, the Navy Cross and the Distinguished Service Cross (Army) 
— the second-highest award under the Medal of Honor for the Navy and Army, respectively — for repeated 
acts of heroism at the risk of his life. Both awards were issued for his service with the 73d Company, 6th Regi-
ment (Marines), 2d Division, A.E.F., between June 5 and 7, 1918, at Lucy-le-Bocage, and on June 10, 1918, in 
the attack on Bouresches, France. 

Had the rules at the time permitted a third Medal of Honor, Daly would have qualified. 

He was also awarded a Silver Star for his heroic actions while serving with Machine Gun Company, Sixth Regi-
ment (Marines), 2d Division, American Expeditionary Forces at Chateau-Thierry, France, June 6 through July 
10, 1918. 

At the Battle of Belleau Wood in June 1918, Daly is popularly attributed with having yelled to his men as they 
prepared to charge the Germans: “Come on, you sons of bitches! Do you want to live forever?” He would lat-
er recount to a Marine historian that he recalled yelling: “For Christ’s sake, men — come on! Do you want to 
live forever?” 

Daly was twice offered an officer’s commission but rejected the offers, saying that he would prefer to be “an 
outstanding sergeant than just another officer.” MajGen Smedley Butler described his fellow Marine double 
Medal of Honor recipient as “the fightingest man ever to serve with the Marine Corps,” adding, “It was an 
object lesson to have served with him.” 

Daly was nicknamed “Devil Dog” by those with whom he served, a moniker that stuck with all Marines after 
the Battle of Belleau Wood. 

He retired from the Marine Corps in February 1929, living with his sister in New York and working as a bank 
guard on Wall Street. In the humility that characterizes such men, he rejected public recognition for his ser-
vice and, in self-effacement, said he “disdained it and disliked all the fuss made over him.” 

He led a quiet life until his death in April 1937 and is buried at Cypress Hills National Cemetery in Brooklyn, 
New York. In 1943, the destroyer USS Daly (DD-519) was named in his honor. 

Marine Sgt Maj Daniel Joseph Daly: Your example of valor — a humble American Patriot defending Liberty for 
all above and beyond the call of duty and in disregard for the peril to your own life — is eternal. 

“Greater love has no one than this, to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (John 15:13) 

Live your life worthy of his sacrifice. 

 

 

March Medal of Honor Spotlight (cont) 
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March 2, 1867: First Marine Corps General Officer 
Colonel Commandant Jacob Zeilin was promoted to Brigadier General, becoming the first Marine Corps officer to hold this rank.  

March 14, 1863: Sergeant Pinkerton R. Vaughn's Heroism 
During the Civil War, Sergeant Pinkerton R. Vaughn displayed exceptional bravery aboard the USS Mississippi during the engage-
ment with Confederate batteries at Port Hudson, Louisiana. He was later awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions.  

March 16, 1861: Establishment of the Confederate States Marine Corps 
The Confederate Congress authorized the creation of the Confederate States Marine Corps, serving as the maritime force for the 
Confederacy during the Civil War.  

March 19 – April 19, 1967: Operation Prairie III 
The U.S. Marine Corps conducted Operation Prairie III in Quảng Trị Province, South Vietnam, aiming to eliminate North Vietnam-
ese forces south of the Demilitarized Zone.  

March 25, 1945: Reconnaissance of Kerama Retto 
As part of the preparations for the Battle of Okinawa, Marine reconnaissance units landed on the Kerama Retto islands to secure 
anchorage points and eliminate enemy artillery positions.  

March 1966: Operation Utah 
Elements of the 1st Marine Division engaged in Operation Utah, a significant battle against North Vietnamese forces in Quang Ngai 
Province, Vietnam.  

March 30, 1972 – Easter Offensive Begins in Vietnam 
North Vietnamese forces launched a massive invasion of South Vietnam, known as the Easter Offensive. U.S. Marines, primarily 
advisors and aviation assets, played a role in supporting South Vietnamese forces through air support and logistical operations. 

March 1975 – Evacuation Planning for Saigon Begins 
As the fall of Saigon approached, U.S. forces, including Marine security detachments, began preparations for Operation Frequent 
Wind, the final evacuation of American personnel and South Vietnamese allies from Saigon. 

March 24, 1983 – Marine Barracks in Beirut Attacked Again 
A truck bomb attack targeted the U.S. Embassy Annex in Beirut, Lebanon. This followed the deadly October 1983 barracks bomb-
ing and further demonstrated the ongoing threats U.S. forces faced while stationed in Lebanon as part of a peacekeeping mission. 

March 1986 – U.S. Navy and Marine Corps Engage in Gulf of Sidra Incident 
As part of Freedom of Navigation Operations, U.S. Marine Corps aircraft aboard carriers in the Mediterranean supported U.S. Navy 
strikes against Libyan forces in the Gulf of Sidra, reinforcing U.S. military presence and policy against Colonel Muammar Gaddafi’s 
territorial claims. 

March 1, 1989 – Marines Deploy to Honduras for Operation Golden Pheasant 
In response to Nicaraguan incursions into Honduras, a Marine Air-Ground Task Force (MAGTF) rapidly deployed to Honduras to 
demonstrate U.S. military support for the region and deter further aggression. 

March 8, 1991 – Marines Return Home After Desert Storm 
Following the successful liberation of Kuwait during Operation Desert Storm, thousands of Marines from I Marine Expeditionary 
Force (I MEF) began returning home after completing combat operations in the Persian Gulf. 

March 24, 1999 – Operation Allied Force Begins 
The U.S. launched airstrikes against Serbian forces in Kosovo as part of Operation Allied Force. Marine Corps aviation assets from 
aircraft carriers in the Mediterranean participated in air support missions during NATO's campaign. 

March 20, 2003 – Operation Iraqi Freedom Begins 
U.S. Marine forces led the invasion of Iraq, launching Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF). 
This marked the beginning of a long and complex Marine Corps involvement in Iraq, shaping U.S. military operations for years to 
come. 

March 1, 2002 – Operation Anaconda Begins 
One of the first major battles of the War on Terror, involving Marines, Army, and coalition forces against Taliban and Al-Qaeda 
fighters in eastern Afghanistan. This battle set the tone for future U.S. counterinsurgency operations in Afghanistan, showcasing 
the Marines' adaptability in mountain warfare. 

March Marine Corps History 
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Joke of the Month 
"Why did the Marine bring a ladder to the bar?" 
"Because he heard the drinks were on the house!"  

St. Paddy’s Day Joke– Courtesy of John Wolfe 
I saw a man going up a hill with a wheelbarrow full of horseshoes, four-leaf clovers and rab-
bits feet. I thought: “Wow, that guy is really pushing his luck.”  

Did you know? 
The Marine Corps’ official motto, Semper Fidelis ("Always Faithful"), was adopted in 1883. 
Before that, Marines used other mottos, including "Fortitudine" (With Fortitude) and "By Sea 
and by Land", which reflected their amphibious capabilities. 

Comic of the Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Humor and Trivia 
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MISSION AND PURPOSE 
 

The mission of the Marine Corps League is to promote the interest and to preserve traditions of the  United 
States Marine Corps; strengthen the fraternity of Marines and their families; serve Marines and FMF Navy 
Personnel who wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and Anchor; and foster the ideals of Americanism 
and patriotic volunteerism.  

Dedicated to supporting our local veterans and enriching our community, DeSoto Detachment #588 is the lo-
cal arm of the Marine Corps League, serving the greater Bradenton/Sarasota area. Annual initiatives   include 
Honor Guard and honors services for fallen service members, Toys for Tots drive, charity golf   tournament, 
USMC Ball, scholarships and support for Young Marines, and other community initiatives that support or hon-
or US Marines and their families. 

We are Marines 

“Once a Marine, always a Marine” is familiar to us all. It is that feeling you get when you see a Marine Corps 
sticker on a car or a home proudly displaying the Marine Corps flag. All we need to do is knock and that Ma-
rine will be there for you. It is not just a tag line for a commercial. That flag is the embodiment of our soul. 
Despite our many years of service to different causes and in various times, we all have that one tangible thing 
in common: It is the knowledge that we have all earned the privilege to wear the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor; a 
symbol that will forever be seared into our hearts. 

What we do 

• Promote USMC, history, & traditions 
• Strengthen the fraternity of Marines 

• Serve Marines and FMF Navy Personnel 
• Foster ideals of Americanism and patriotic volunteerism 

Active, reserve, retired, and veteran Marines continue the faithful tradition of looking out for the Marines to 
their left and right. Providing mentorship, career counseling, Veteran Service Officer VA support, assisting 
with transitions, and providing opportunities for family. Founded by MajGen John Lejeune in 1923; for over 
100 years we continue to stand proud as a veteran’s service organization. 

Semper Fidelis 

Our flag has unfurled in over 1,000 communities across America. We honor veterans, mentor youth, support 
the Marine Corps’ Honor Guard and Toys for Tots missions, and we are here for you. 

 

Marine Corps League 
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Section 7050. Life Members. Effective 1 September 2021 the Life Membership fee shall 
be as established by the National Board of Trustees and shall be posted on the National 
Website. The National Board of Trustees has the fiduciary responsibility for the operation and budget re-

quirements of the Marine Corps League. The last time fees were adjusted was 19 years ago. The National 
Board of Trustees voted and approved the following: 

Effective 1 July 2023, the Life Membership Fees will increase: 
$1000.00 – 35 years of age and lower 
$ 800.00 – 36-50 years of age 
$ 600.00 – 51-64 years of age 
$ 400.00 – 65-84 years of age 
$ 100.00 – 85 years of age and higher 

The above Fees are only available if the member’s annual dues have been paid and the member is in 
good standing.  

Life Membership Notice 
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Tricare Regions Changing 2025 
FALLS CHURCH, Va. – Jan. 1, 2025, marks the start of health care delivery under TRICARE’s new regional contracts. There will be 

changes to the TRICARE regions in the United States as part of the new contracts. While there will still be two TRICARE regions, six 

states currently in the East Region (Arkansas, Illinois, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas, Wisconsin) will move to the West Region. If 

you’re located in one of the six states moving to the West Region, this article will help you understand what that will mean for 

you.  

If you live in the current West Region, you’ll need to take the actions discussed in this article, too. Your TRICARE contractor is also 

changing. If you don’t live in one of these states, keep an eye out for upcoming articles about how the transition may impact you.  

“These changes will help balance the TRICARE population between the two regions and improve the quality of service for all bene-

ficiaries,” said Laura D’Antin, team lead, Customer Support, TRICARE Health Plan, Education and Outreach Branch at the Defense 

Health Agency.  

States switching regions  

Six states are moving from the East Region to the West Region:  

• Arkansas  

• Illinois  

• Louisiana  

• Oklahoma  

• Texas  

• Wisconsin  

If you live in one of these six states, your TRICARE regional contractor will switch from Humana Military to TriWest Healthcare Alli-

ance on Jan. 1, 2025. This change will affect about 1.1 million eligible beneficiaries.  

If your state is switching regions, Humana Military will continue as your TRICARE contractor until Dec. 31, 2024. Before then, you 

should check your DEERS account to confirm that all your information is up to date.  

• Create an account on the TriWest patient portal.  

• Update your payment information with TriWest. This will help make sure you can make your payments to TriWest (if applica-
ble) starting Jan. 1, 2025. (Note: If you pay by allotment, you don’t need to do this. Allotment payments will transfer auto-
matically.)  

• Search for providers in the new TriWest provider network directory. You’ll find the directory on the patient portal.  

You should also plan to take any actions for TRICARE Open Season through TriWest. Keeping your care on track If you have ongo-

ing care, don’t worry. If you live in these six states, referrals or authorizations from Humana Military that began before Dec. 31, 

2024, will be valid through the referral expiration date, up to June 30, 2025. Additionally, TriWest will work with Humana Military 

to ensure you get care without disruption for the following conditions:  

•  Cancer  

• Pregnancy  

• Neurological disorders  

• Mental health  

• Kidney disease  

• Disease management/case management services  
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Marine Corps Reunions 
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Retiree Appreciation Days 
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Recommended Reading 
TITLES REVIEWED IN THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE’S 
1. SEMPER FI MAGAZINE 

2. Airborne Marine by Eugene Dale Schwartzlow, Fall 2024, V80N04 

3. Rescued by Andy L. Vistrand, Fall 2024, V80N04 

4. A Table in the Presence by Carey H. Cash, Summer 2024, V80N03 

5. Fire in the Hole: The Untold Story of My Traumatic Life and Explosive Success, by Bob Parsons, Summer 2024, V80N03 

6. Hue 1968: A Turning Point of the American War in Vietnam, by Mark Bowden, Spring 2024, V80N02 

7. Blue Gray Black: My Service to Country, by Don Cesare, Spring 2024, V80N02 

8. The Devine Way, by Donald Harlin, Winter 2024, V80N01 

9. Tears of an Assassin, by DJ Power, Winter 2024, V80N01 

10. A Smoldering Wick, by Ron Brandon, Fall 2023, V79N4 

11. Shoot, Move, and Communicate, by Albert Dixon, Fall 2023, V79N4 

12. The Boxer Rebellion: Bluejackets and Marines in China, by Emily Abdow, Summer 2023, V79N3 

13. Commanding the Pacific: Marine Corps Generals in World War II, by Stephen R. Taaffe, Summer 2023, V79N3 

14. Traumas and Suicide Prevention For Warriors By Warriors, by Charles Wright, Spring 2023, V79N2 

15. The Haunted Garden: Poems of the Vietnam War, by Michael Closz, Spring 2023, V79N2 

16. Radioman: Twenty-Five Years in the Marine Corps: From Desert Storm to Operation Iraqi Freedom, by Andrew Hesterman 

& Robert Einaudi, Winter 2023, V79N1 

17. Lest We Forget, by Avery Chenoweth, Sr, Winter 2023, V79N1 

18. Marines, Medals and Vietnam by William L. Myers, Fall 2022, V78N4 

19. Sunrise at Sunset: Part 1: The Defender Series by BJ Barnes, Fall 2022, V78N4 

20. Semper Parents – Supporting Your Marine and Sharing the Journey by Mary Regner, Summer 2022, V78N3 

21. Military Transition for dummies by Angie Papple Johnston, Spring 2022, V78N2 

22. The War Years by Jay F. Johnson, Spring 2022, V78N2 

23. Tanks In Hell by Oscar Gilbert and Romain Cansiere, Spring 2022, V78N2 

24. The Life Experience of MGySgt John Ulus Irwin Jr USMC (Ret) by John Irwin Jr., Winter 2021, V78N1 

25. The Crucible by Christina Hadwin, Fall 2021, V77N4 

26. On Contested Shores from Marine Corps University Press Quantico, Virginia. Edited by Timothy Heck and B.A. Friedman 

27. Extraordinary Warriors by Christina Hadwin, Summer 2021, V77N3 

28. Green Side Out by Jay F. Johnson, Summer 2021, V77N3 

29. Devil’s Den: Marines War in Lebanon 1983 by David Brown LtCol/USMC (ret) – Spring 2021, V77N2 

30. Tracks: Memoirs of a Vietnam Veteran by Clyde Hoch – Winter 2021, V77N1 

31. Iwo Jima’s Battlefield Promise by Charles Jones Col/USMC (ret) – Winter 2021, V77N1 

32. You Are Worth It: Building a Life Worth Fighting For by Kyle Carpenter and Don Yaeger – Fall 2020, V76N4 

33. Countdown 1945: The Extraordinary Story of the Atomic Bomb and the 116 Days that Changed the World by Chris Wallace 

with Mitch Weiss – Fall 2020, V76N4 

34. A Quiet Cadence by Mark Treanor – Summer 2020, V76N3 

35. We’ll All Die As Marines: One Marine’s Journey from Private to Colonel by Jim Bathurst Col/USMC (ret) – Summer 2020, 

V76N3 

36. War Animals: The Unsung Heroes of World War II by Robin Hutton – Spring 2020, V76N2 

37. Time In The Barrel: A Marine’s Account of the Battle for Con Thien by James P. Coan – Spring 2020, V76N2 

38. A Plains Indian Warrior’s Story: Hethu’shka Washoeshay by Hollis D. Stabler – Winter 2020, V76N1 

39. Excitement!: “Shot At And Missed” by Bob Lonn – Winter 2020, V76N1 

40. Ten Stars – The African American Journey of Gary Cooper – Marine General, Diplomat, Businessman, and Politician by 

Kendal Weaver – Fall 2019, V75N4 

https://www.facebook.com/semperfimagazine/
https://www.amazon.com/Airborne-Marine-Eugene-Dale-Schwartzlow/dp/B0CBLB7HNX/ref=sr_1_1?crid=MX48RMTULFFV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.WWuvehJaYUYm3E0v0sXU1A.MYdrCGU8wxA7FqU0qpp6SkLYm10OwfZ4IJO_IE5nKPU&dib_tag=se&keywords=airborne+marine+by+eugene+dale+schwartzlow&qid=17
https://www.amazon.com/Rescued-Andy-L-Vistrand/dp/B0CMFTC84G/ref=sr_1_1?crid=30XZ811MGV6YY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DHF2hQOjLfNivRfIJ6mMsQ.d8tyhp-Wp49SJMzLO9hwmQPWKK9xKiZ5e7Fpxjx9SU0&dib_tag=se&keywords=rescued+by+andy+vistrand&qid=1724683335&sprefix=rescued+by+andy%
https://www.amazon.com/Table-Presence-Carey-H-Cash/dp/0849918235/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZRVAGSDWULMM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.h2tp3dAi2nOhuz7R3kv8uAp850khga5VlbatTqDPzxFAIlIs3stlFzgtp6iW7nH9hipT2twsNRGcT2QvQsp7GHMetDKxavpbBeLsJWJuq0L92kga07H5l0DKBZlnEtG5MePAK2tck7mtECY77ip
https://www.amazon.com/Fire-Hole-Traumatic-Explosive-Success/dp/1637632983/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3T8W7WHKR7WLT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wERn4KVqXyjp2V7bz3ZsMPAew1GDj4pXphC0Ahcfod3GjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.HoWC-olMhVFKJRbgjdU85NeQSxIXWcxaTVHwl9Xz8vw&dib_tag=se&keywords=fire+in+
https://www.amazon.com/Hue-1968-Turning-American-Vietnam/dp/0802127002/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._b8CKu-f4--eZr2IpiIZv9ttzOeUh4xsi3qWbU1Cxoqz9v6iSSvY455yVk9CM3wxiE2Zixenbg608zsm2Qb3oDplpuSvQUX3Nri5fxjvwLKJYePnVpEa76wXTgbo
https://www.amazon.com/Blue-Gray-Black-Service-Country/dp/1943829047/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3AIIZZHGM2LL6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ZrklDCF0PfrYJx7IslFDvRn_j7Ovuq6OdpwhDXlN0Ue61iNLfUmRnMZybuBAfrPzBYPzoZjLo5qXERA10q0_Vx8IpZ8cPYLirn38c-ypveGCGoo-Or5yCLtuIvR66wnDZvoXO6RRTSai0Qy
https://www.amazon.com/Devine-Way-Donald-Harlin/dp/1961282542/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1696604606&sr=8-1#customerReviews
https://www.amazon.com/Tears-Assassin-Unforgettable-DJ-Power/dp/150356181X/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://btjohnsonpublishingstore.unionactive.com/product/a-smoldering-wick-ron-brandon/
https://www.amazon.com/Shoot-Move-Communicate-Albert-Dixon-ebook/dp/B09HCT461D/ref=sr_1_1?crid=113XYBK364TUA&keywords=shoot%2C+move%2C+and+communicate+albert+dixon&qid=1692883846&sprefix=shoot%2C+move%2C+and+communicate+albert+dixon%2Caps%2C86&sr=8-1
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/publications/publications-by-subject/boxer-rebellion.html
https://www.amazon.com/Commanding-Pacific-Marine-Corps-Generals/dp/1682477088/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3UKTZRH1G8U8V&keywords=Commanding+the+Pacific%3A+Marine+Corps+Generals+in+World+War+II&qid=1690893751&sprefix=commanding+the+pacific+marine+corps+generals+in+world+w
https://www.amazon.com/Traumas-Suicide-Prevention-Warriors-ebook/dp/B09CG4TL5R/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3L5MYPYQCB9ER&keywords=traumas+and+suicide+prevention+charles+wright&qid=1670334364&sprefix=traumas+and+suicide+prevention%2Caps%2C71&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Haunted-Garden-Michael-Closz-ebook/dp/B08Z3BTC1R/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21MQTG89DD2HN&keywords=the+haunted+garden+poems+of+the+vietnam+war&qid=1670334294&sprefix=the+haunted+garden+poems+of+the+vietnam+war%2Caps%2C78&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Radioman-Twenty-Five-Marine-Operation-Freedom/dp/1399090755/ref=sr_1_1?crid=M8F2LRUYADN1&keywords=radioman+by+andrew+hesterman&qid=1661972458&s=books&sprefix=radioman%2Cstripbooks%2C70&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lest-We-Forget-Extraordinary-Forgotten/dp/0984688323/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1661972256&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Marines-Medals-Vietnam-William-Myers/dp/0967436516/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3IH88SGBKN4QW&keywords=marines%2C+medals+and+vietnam&qid=1658758498&sprefix=marines%2C+medals+and+vietnam%2Caps%2C65&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sunrise-at-Sunset-BJ-Barnes/dp/B08S2YYC1M/ref=sr_1_1?crid=29QNC85A6XRKL&keywords=sunrise+at+sunset+bj+barnes&qid=1658758449&rnid=2941120011&s=books&sprefix=sunrise+at+sunset+%2Caps%2C54&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sunrise-at-Sunset-BJ-Barnes/dp/B08S2YYC1M/ref=sr_1_1?crid=29QNC85A6XRKL&keywords=sunrise+at+sunset+bj+barnes&qid=1658758449&rnid=2941120011&s=books&sprefix=sunrise+at+sunset+%2Caps%2C54&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Semper-Parents-Supporting-Sharing-Journey/dp/1934617644/ref=sr_1_1?crid=R2P2QDKKWCOX&keywords=semper+parent&qid=1658758267&sprefix=semper+parent%2Caps%2C64&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Military-Transition-Dummies-Career-Education/dp/1119824788/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=military+transition+for+dummies&qid=1639504763&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/War-Years-Jay-Johnson/dp/1465376437/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1639504694&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/War-Years-Jay-Johnson/dp/1465376437/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1639504694&sr=8-4
https://starroutebooks.com/product/the-life-experience-of-mgysgt-john-ulus-irwin-jr-usmc-ret/
https://www.amazon.com/Crucible-Hardships-Forge-Extraordinary-Warriors/dp/B0898ZJPPR/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=christina+hadwin&qid=1623419969&sr=8-1
https://www.usmcu.edu/Outreach/Marine-Corps-University-Press/Books-by-topic/MCUP-Titles-A-Z/On-Contested-Shores/
https://www.amazon.com/Extraordinary-Warriors-Christina-Hadwin/dp/B08KB8T7F2
https://www.amazon.com/Green-Side-Out-Jay-Johnson/dp/1465376453
https://www.amazon.com/Devils-Den-Marines-Lebanon-1983/dp/1984588605/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2JFK85ALGQAJU&dchild=1&keywords=devil%27s+den+marines+war+in+lebanon+1983&qid=1610460846&sprefix=devil%27s+den%2Caps%2C138&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tracks-Memoirs-Vietnam-Veteran-Sergeant/dp/1475091109/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=tracks%3A+memoirs+of+a+vietnam+veteran&qid=1604524855&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Iwo-Jimas-Battlefield-Promise-University/dp/1976351553/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=iwo+jima%27s+battlefield+promise&qid=1604524895&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/You-Are-Worth-Building-Fighting/dp/006289854X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=you+are+worth+it&qid=1593696822&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Countdown-1945-Extraordinary-Story-Changed/dp/1982143347/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=countdown+1945&qid=1593695680&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Quiet-Cadence-Novel-Mark-Treanor/dp/1682475069/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=a+quiet+cadence&qid=1586558481&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Well-All-Die-Marines-Journey/dp/1475956932/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1586558433&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/War-Animals-Unsung-Heroes-World/dp/1621576582/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33EA970B9HJHY&keywords=war+animals+the+unsung+heroes+of+world+war+ii&qid=1578835029&sprefix=war+animals%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Time-Barrel-Marines-Account-Battle/dp/0817319999
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781732429901
https://www.amazon.com/Excitement-Shot-Missed-Bob-Lonn/dp/1680976656
https://www.amazon.com/Ten-Stars-Cooper_Marine-Businessman-Politician/dp/1588383245/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1549028866&sr=1-1&keywords=ten+stars
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Commandant of the Marine Corps’ (CMC) 
Professional Reading List: 

Profession of Arms 
1. AFTER ACTION: THE TRUE STORY OF A COBRA PILOT’S JOURNEY by Dan Sheehan 
2. Black Hearts: One Platoon’s Descent Into Madness in Iraq’s Triangle of Death by Frederick, Jim 
3. FIRST TO FIGHT: AN INSIDE VIEW OF THE U.S. MARINE CORPS by Victor H. Krulak 
4. FORGOTTEN WARRIORS: THE 1ST PROVISIONAL MARINE BRIGADE, THE CORPS ETHOS, AND THE KOREAN WAR by T.X. Hammes 
5. HESITATION KILLS: A FEMALE MARINE OFFICER’S COMBAT EXPERIENCE IN IRAQ by Jane Blair 
6. MARINE SNIPER: 93 CONFIRMED KILLS by Charles Henderson 
7. NEPTUNE’S INFERNO: THE U.S. NAVY AT GUADALCANAL by James D. Hornfischer 
8. THE LAST STAND OF FOX COMPANY: A TRUE STORY OF U.S. MARINES IN COMBAT by Bob Drury 
9. THE MARINES OF MONTFORD POINT: AMERICA’S FIRST BLACK MARINES by Melton A. McLaurin 
10. WE WERE ONE: SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH THE MARINES WHO TOOK FALLUJAH by Patrick K. O’Donnell 
11. WOMEN AT WAR: IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, AND OTHER CONFLICTS by Jame E. Wise Jr. 

Innovation 
1. ASSAULT FROM THE SEA: ESSAYS ON THE HISTORY OF AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE by Merrill L. Bartlett 
2. CODE TALKER: THE FIRST AND ONLY MEMOIR BY ONE OF THE ORIGINAL NAVAJO CODE TALKERS OF WWII by Chester Nez 
3. COUNTDOWN TO ZERO DAY: STUXNET AND THE LAUNCH OF THE WORLD’S FIRST DIGITAL WEAPON by Kim Zetter 
4. CURIOUS: THE DESIRE TO KNOW AND WHY YOUR FUTURE DEPENDS ON IT by Ian Leslie 
5. ISSUES ON MY MIND: STRATEGIES FOR THE FUTURE by George P. Shultz 
6. MILITARY INNOVATION IN THE INTERWAR PERIOD by Williamson Murray 
7. ON CALL IN HELL: A DOCTOR’S IRAQ WAR STORY  by CDR. Richard Jadick 
8. SGT RECKLESS: AMERICA’S WAR HORSE  by Robin Hutton 
9. THE MASTER ALGORITHM: HOW THE QUEST FOR THE ULTIMATE LEARNING MACHINE WILL REMAKE OUR WORLD by Pedro Domingo 
10. THE WHITE DONKEY: TERMINAL LANCE by Maximilian Uriarte 
11. WIRED FOR WAR: THE ROBOTICS REVOLUTION AND CONFLICT IN THE 21ST CENTURY by P.W. Singer 

Leadership 
1. CALL SIGN CHAOS: LEARNING TO LEAD by GEN. Jim Mattis 
2. DARE TO LEAD: BRAVE WORK. TOUGH CONVERSATIONS. WHOLE HEARTS by Brene Brown 
3. IT WORKED FOR ME: IN LIFE AND LEADERSHIP by Colin Powell 
4. LEGACY by James Kerr 
5. RESILIENCE: HARD-WON WISDOM FOR LIVING A BETTER LIFE by Eric Greitens 
6. SMARTER FASTER BETTER: THE SECRETS OF BEING PRODUCTIVE IN LIFE AND BUSINESS by Charles Duhigg 
7. START WITH WHY: HOW GREAT LEADERS INSPIRE EVERYONE TO TAKE ACTION by Simon Sinek 
8. THE LEADER’S BOOKSHELF by James Stavridis 
9. TRIBE: ON HOMECOMING AND BELONGING by Sebastian Junger 
10. UNBROKEN: A WORLD WAR II STORY OF SURVIVAL, RESILIENCE, AND REDEMPTION by Laura Hillenbrand 
11. YOU ARE WORTH IT: BUILDING A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING FOR by Kyle Carpenter 

Strategy 
1. A NEW CONCEPTION OF WAR: JOHN BOYD, THE U.S. MARINES, AND MANEUVER WARFARE by Ian T. Brown 
2. CYBERSECURITY AND CYBERWAR: WHAT EVERYONE NEEDS TO KNOW by P.W. Singer 
3. FLEET TACTICS AND NAVAL OPERATIONS (3rd ED.) by Wayne Hughes 
4. GOOD TO GREAT: WHY SOME COMPANIES MAKE THE LEAP AND OTHERS DON’T by Jim Collins 
5. HUMILITY IS THE NEW SMART: RETHINKING HUMAN EXCELLENCE IN THE SMART MACHINE AGE by Edward D. Hess 
6. LIKEWAR: THE WEAPONIZATION OF SOCIAL MEDIA by P.W. Singer 
7. MONSOON: THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN POWER by Robert D. Kaplan 
8. ONE HUNDRED DAYS : THE MEMOIRS OF THE FALKLANDS BATTLE GROUP COMMANDER by Sandy Woodwards 
9. RED STAR OVER THE PACIFIC: CHINA’S RISE AND THE CHALLENGE TO U.S. MARITIME STRATEGY by Toshi Yoshihara 
10. THE UNDOING PROJECT: A FRIENDSHIP THAT CHANGED OUR MINDS by Michael Lewis 
11. THINKING, FAST AND SLOW by Daniel Kahneman 

CMC Choice 
1. THE KILL CHAIN: DEFENDING AMERICA IN THE FUTURE OF HIGH-TECH WARFARE by Christian Brose 

Foundational 
1. CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA by James Madison, et. al. 
2. LEARNING (MCDP-7) by United States Marine Corps by United States Government US Marine Corps (Author) 
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Commandant of the Marine Corps’ (CMC) 
Podcasts and Periodicals List: 

Podcasts 
1. Sea Control (CIMSEC) 
2. DODReads: What Are You Reading? 
3. The Dead Prussian 
4. Horns of a Dilemma 
5. Net Assessment (War on the Rocks) 
6. Modern War Institute Podcast 
7. War Room (US Army War College) 
8. Wavell Room: Contemporary British Military Thought 
9. TED Talks Daily 
10. WSJ The Future of Everything 
11. Global News Podcast (BBC) 
12. The Truth of the Matter 
13. The Security Studies Podcast 
14. US-China Dialogue Podcast 
15. Council on Foreign Relations 

Periodicals 
1. The Cove 
2. The Forge 
3. Grounded Curiosity 
4. Journal of Advanced Military Studies (JAMS) 
5. Leatherneck 
6. Marine Corps Gazette 
7. Modern War Institute 
8. Proceedings (US Naval Institute) 
9. Small Wars Journal 
10. The Strategy Bridge 
11. War on the Rocks 
12. Yellow Sheet (Marine Corps Aviation Association)  
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Directory Assistance  
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Directory Assistance Pages 
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Directory Assistance (cont) 
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Directory Assistance (cont) 
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Veterans Assistance 

MANATEE VETERANS VILLAGE 

 (941) 896-9714 

 manateeinfo@voa-fla.org 

1430 55th Ave. West, Bradenton, FL 34207  

The Manatee GPD Program provides clinical treatment, transitional housing 

and case management services to homeless Veterans. We assist Veterans in 

identifying personal goals relating to education, employment, health, entitled 

benefits, spirituality, relationships and community participation. Program fees 

are based on income. Volunteers of America of Florida is a 501c3 nonprofit 

with results-driven outcomes.  

AMENITIES 

• Two bedroom/two bathroom shared unit 

• Case Management 

• Training, Education and Employment 

• Basic utilities paid 

• Laundry appliances on site 

• Computer lab 

• Bible Study 

• Substance Recovery Counseling 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

• Must have had 1 day of active duty 

• Must be a Veteran with General, Other, or Honorable Discharge 

• Must be homeless or in danger of becoming homeless 

• Follow program rules and guidelines (call for details) 

• U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) 

 

Turning Points: Supportive Service for Veteran Families (SSVF)  

(941) 747-1509  

701 17th Avenue West, Bradenton Florida 34205  

Turning Points is a leader in providing services for veterans and their families in Manatee County. Through various grants, we 
work with our partners to provide housing, shelter and supportive services to these individuals and families who have sacrificed 
so much for our country. Veterans Services through our Transitional Development Program focuses on securing and maintaining 
housing for Veterans who are currently homeless or would be homeless without this assistance. 

Services 

• Outreach Services 

• Case Management Services 

• Assistance Obtaining VA Benefits 

• Assistance Obtaining Other Public Benefits 

• Rental Assistance 
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If you need help with benefits claims, contact the Manatee 

County Veteran’s Service Office at 

(941) 745-3795 

VETERAN’S SERVICES 

Here in Manatee County, we appreciate our Veterans for their service 

and sacrifice and are happy to assist. You will always be treated with 

respect, courtesy, and compassion while at our office. Again, thank 

you for your service and we hope to hear from you in the near future. 

Our office is committed to providing you professional assistance and 

guidance  throughout your entire VA claim process. There is absolute-

ly no fee or cost for our services or for the submission of a claim for 

VA benefits. These have been paid in full by your service. 

Veterans Assistance (cont) 

VA Phone Numbers 

• MyVA411: 1-800-698-2411 

• VA benefits hotline: 1-800-827-1000 

• GI Bill hotline: 1-888-442-4551 

• VA health benefits hotline: 877-222-8387 

• My HealtheVet help desk: 1-877-327-0022 

• National Veteran Crisis Hotline: 988, Press 1 

• Florida Veterans Support Line: 1-844-MyFLVet (1-844-693
-5838) 
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Veterans Assistance (cont) 
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Veterans Assistance (cont) 

 Where to write for your medals (no cost to you): 

Navy Personnel Command 

Liaison Office Room 5409 

9700 Page Avenue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Louis, MO 63132-5100 

 

 

 

 

STOLEN VALOR…..Don’t imposters know it is very easy to verify valorous claims in these days of Google 

and other search engines? There are a lot of fakers out there claiming to be something that they are not. 

It is very easy to ascertain heroic status, both in the United States and the United Kingdom.   

Don’t be a faker ...If you earned it, wear it with pride, whether you rate one ribbon or a hundred rib-

bons. 

if you didn’t earn it go crawl back in your hole with the other worms. 

For more information about these worms, Go to: 

http://www.stolenvalor.com/index.cfm  

Or  

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Victoria_Cross_recipients_by_campaign 

 

IT’S OUR DUTY TO EXPOSE IMPOSTERS,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Victoria_Cross_recipients_by_campaign
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Veterans Perks 

 
Hunting and Fishing License 
Active-duty and retired military Florida residents can 
get a Military Gold Sportsman's License for $20. The 
license covers hunting, freshwater and saltwater 
fishing and a variety of associated permits at a great-
ly reduced cost. 100% permanently and totally disa-
bled service-connected veterans are entitled to a 
free five year hunting and fishing license. Visit 
the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs website 
for more information on any of these programs. 

 
 
If you have a service-connected disability and 
hold a VA Card indicating your status, you are 
eligible for a free entry pass to all Florida State 
Parks. Simply visit the Myakka State Park Rang-
ers Office off State Road 72, where you can be 
issued your pass. Take advantage of this benefit 
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Health Corner 
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