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WITCH

Editors Letter

Welcome to the tenth issue of WITCH magazine.

Autumn is well and truly here, can you feel the changes? As we move
in to October, we hope you enjoy the latest issue — you might have noticed
they have got bigger in recent months — we have received some wonderful
features and articles and we decided to increase our pages to make room for

them!

As you all may know, new issues are released every full moon, and in
October, we are blessed with two of them, the second taking place on 31*
October.

As it’s a full moon AND Samhain, we have decided to release a limited
rint run of 100 copies — more details are included in this issue and on our
p p

social media pages.

This does mean that for the Samhain edition, the online version will be
£2.00 — however we will return to our usual price of FREE for Novembers

issue!

Remember, if you have something you would like to share with us,

contact us at www.witchzine.co.uk or email

witchzine.submissions@gmail.com

-Bekki, Editor of WITCH magazine
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AN lagazinc

Featuring. ..
Full Moon in Aries

Circle Casting — Part 3
Understanding the Dark Goddess
Black Moon Cove: November Tarotscopes

Witch Picks

Five Minute Fiction

...and more!
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Ritual Artist Bekki Milner i
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Lunar paintings channelled T
under the full moon. .

Created with sacred water
from Chalice Well

Find Magick Moon Art
on Facebook

e
gmail.

Free UK
delivery on
all orders

@blackbirdoak

BLACKBIRD

Hand Crafted Keepers

www.blackbirdoak.co.uk !
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The next issue of WITCH will be
|y, our Samhain Special edition

1)
LA

Only 100 copies will be printed!

Preorder yours at
www.witchzine.co.uk

£5 + £2 p&p

We aim to deliver physical copies by 31st October Where possible
Online edition £2* - avallable onBlst OctoBer

/ 5’ o

*digital copy for this issue will be £2 - we feturn to our usual price of FREE in November
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Residency Writers
Abbie Mearns

Abbie is an American witdiving in the UK and following her own magica
path influenced by her personal Germanic, Celtic, and Native Americarg
heritage. When she can, she enjoys bouncing around the the USA visit
family in various states and enjoying the vastly different mafijgseiurs of
each location. However she is usually found knitting or walking her dog
her home in Worcestershire.

,:' A G Worthington

A G Worthingtonis an eclectic writer of the weird and the
whimsical. She is a Liverpool based short story writer, hawellis

w Wwitch. Find her online @agworthing on Instagram and on her blog
H agworthing.tumblr.cony/

Cherry Doyle

Cherry Doyle lives in Staffordshire and spends most of her
spare time on Cannock Chadee 8as a BA in Creative

Writing and is currently studying for an MFA in Poetry. She
a pamphlet, 'September’, available frapffaspress.co.uk '

Portland Jones

Portland Jones is long time pagan, wribg@timist and thrower of

fancy dress parties. She used to think there would be time to sleep
when she was deadSix kids, morris dancing, playing drums with a
band, rituals, camping tripgalore and working full time confirmed

that sleep was a luxury sheas denied. A stroke changed all that,

but she still lives life to the full, with university, writing, and learning a
new way of living, but now she does it with a lot more sleep.
https://www.facebook.com/Portlandjonesauthor



http://agworthing.tumblr.com/
http://offaspress.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Portlandjonesauthor

Jessica O’Shea

Hi ! | 6m Jessi ca, |l am a poet f
eclectic Wiccan for around two years now. | write about anything al
everything, from poetry to feminist essayaveran unruly obsession
with words. Reading them, absorbing them and writing them is oneft
our sincerest forms of magic.

Fairy Bec

Fairy Bec AKA Rebecca Edwards is a healer, wellness guide and holistic health
practitioner. Bec practices Reiki and bsiRgpiki energy into
everything she does. Being Pagan and following the wheel of

| the year is very important to Bec as she travels her pathway
through life. Bec often finds that people radiate towards her for
help and advice, which she give with light amé lo. . and a
handful of crystals! Bec was given her first tarot set aged 14
and uses stones, cards and pendulums for her readings. Bec is
. always happy to swap a reading for a bottle of mead!

Instagram: fairybecadventures. Website.rubek.co.uk

Sophie Fletcher

Most of my blog posts are drunken ramblings, my stréatkihg
opinions and theories on the world and my pagan life full of crazineg
never mean to offend anyone anay opinions are my own, and my o
alone. Some are funny, some are sad, some will make your eyes ro
| am studying holistic medicine, and training to become a therapist,
can work with others like myself to feel more 'Happy' and environme
| offer one to one anonymous talking sessions, | am far from a
professional, but I'm a listening private ear. Enjoy.

Whilst our residency is full for this season, look out for our next residency

opening in January 2021.

Of course you can still submit your articles as usual — visit www.witchzine.co.uk
for all the details!



http://www.rubek.co.uk/
http://www.witchzine.co.uk/

Veneficia Publishing presents. ..

Voices frdm the Ashes

1 =
our of love for all involved. It is an anthology of short
v d stories that focuses on those tried as witches.

The intention being to dramatize the individual
stories, bringing to life the individuals involved. In
many cases precious little is known of the men and

From Hle
es women behind the accusations and trials, and this

anthology breathes fresh life into what has, for far
'&»Resurrechng;

the Cytch

too long been little more than a list of names.

All the stories blend known historical facts
(where applicable) with fiction, to bring you a
heartfelt look at the lives of just some of the many
tried for their beliefs or unorthodox behaviours. This
book spans centuries, various countries and cultures
and includes men, women, and children. It is in
many ways an acknowledgement of their sacrifice
and has been a journey for all involved. Sadly, even
today people are still persecuted in many countries,
Complal 05 Drne TSy +1Maraha Kiddle with accusations of witchcraft being commonplace.

The stories in this book are emotive, and we have no doubt that you will scowl, smile,

laugh and shed the odd tear. However, one thing we are very sure of, is that you will always

remember them.

Available from www.veneficiapublishing.com and Waterstones Online.

Includes full colour illustrations from contributing artists.

“This collection is a fine testimony to the continuing power of the witch figure to move
hearts and inspire minds and pens. In their two-thousand year progress, spanning three
continents, its stories embody the nobility and the tragedy, the horror and the pathos, the
beauty and the poetry, the redemption offered by nature and evil inflicted by humans, that
are all bound up in the image of the witch. No other human type has the ability to produce

such a variety of reactions and associations, and all are represented here.”

Professor Ronald Hutton
Author/Professor Bristol University



http://www.veneficiapublishing.com/

THE AARVENT I100M - FULL TTOOM I ARILS

BY MICHELLE ROSE BOXLEY FOR SISTERS OF THE MOoON

DEAR ONES, THIS WEEK ON THURSDAY 1ST OCTOBER WE WELCOME IN THE FuLL MooN 1IN
ARIES. THIS BEING THE CLOSEST FULL MOON TO THE AUTUMN%EQUINOX MAKES IT THE
HARVEST MoON. WE WILL HAVE THE SUN IN LIBRA, TﬁEcSIéM’OF RELATIONSHIPS AND
BALANCE, AND THE MOON\IN ARIES, THE SIGN OF THE SELF/ AT FIRST IT MIGHT SEEM
THAT THESE SIGNS CONTRADICT EACH OTHER BUT WHEN WE UOOK CLOSER THEY ACTUALLY
HELP US TO NAVIGATE OURWAUTUMN THEME OF FINDING BALANCE. LIBRA IS A SIGN
THAT IS ALWAYS WANTING TOWMAKE PEACE AND HARMONY, THEIR FOCUS ON
RELATIONSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS CAN SOMETIME§;MEXN THEIR OWN NEEDS AND
BOUNDARIES GET OVERLOOKED. ARIES‘IS—AHSEthéELIANT, HEAD STRONG FIRE SIGN
WITH CLEAR BOUNDARIES AND AN OFTEN DEVIL MAY CARE ATTITUDE. SOMEWHERE
BETWEEN THESE TWO SIGNS IS A WONDERFUL

BALANCE OF TAKING CARE OF OUR RELATIONSHIPS

AND COMMUNITY AND TAKING CARE OF OURSELVES.

Aries is the first sign of the zodiac, and when the
moon is in Aries it asks us to take a step back and
ourselvesvho am 17?7, 'What do | want?', 'What are
my goals?'. If we feel we've been getting lost in ot
people's dramas and problems now is a wonderfu
time to come home to yourself in order to establis
balance. This means you can also spend some tin;
asking yotself if you feel your needs are being me
your voice is being heard and if you're being true t

yourself. How could we add some of that powerful

selfreliantAries energy into our life at the

moment?Moon in Aries is a wonderful time to

concentrate onur relationship to self, to cheickwith

ourseltlove and selfcare knowing that these have a huge impact on our relationships.

Aries can sometimes get a bad rep for being selfish, and though this may be an aspect of
Aries' shadow side it's actually a part of their archetype that can be really helpful to

work with. Instead of viewing them as selfish, view them instead of jugtthavevel of
selflove and selfrespecthat means they take good care of themselves whilst at the

same time taking care of othefgies helps us to make time for our own needs and wishes
which means we end up with more to offer the world around wdasHiour relationship

with yourself? Do listen to your needs? Do you feel nourished?



https://sistersofthemoononline.weebly.com/blog/the-harvest-moon-full-moon-in-aries

THE WARRIOR WITHIN

Aries is ruled by the planet Mars, the planet of strength, passion and the archetype of the
warrior. This Full Moon we have the opportunity tottmékies for help building

resilience in the face of adversity and tune into our inner warrioress. This global crisis is
forcing us all to dig deep, face our fears and do some real spiritual wwekcan use

this time to create deep transformation. R&s both the power to create and destroy

and we are in a situation where we can see these dualities playing out in both human
nature andviother Naturenerself. As the old way of being begins to crumble around us,
we have the chance to ask ourselves whatwerld we wish to create together, like the
phoenix rising from the ashes.

Aries rules the head, sinuses and eyes so whilst the moon is in Aries it's really important t
look after these areas of the body. We'll be more susceptible to picking up cwidg d
moon in Aries days, especially if we're already run down so wrap up warm, rest and take
care of yourself. Aries can often suffer from
being too much in their head and because they
are a fire sign are often called hot headed. If
you resonate with thasxd have been dealing
with thoughts of overwhelm, it would be really
helpful to dedicate some time for meditation to
help soothe your mind and calm your thoughts.
Journaling about what's overwhelming you
could also be really helpful, especially in
relation to the people pleasing and over
committing that we just spoke about. Maybe it's
time to scale back and admit we can't do
everything? Full moons are a great time to take
an honest look at what isn't working and let it
go, we may have just started a newopact or
venture and for whatever reason it's just not in
flow, sometimes we need to push through and
sometimes we need to let go and accept that
perhaps it's not the right time. How much are
we clinging on to this particular thing out of
fear of what othes might think?

oln the end, only thr
I

e things matt
and how graceful | et

e
y you go



ARIES GODDESSES

Now is a great time to call upon fire Goddesses and
Goddesses of transfioration such as Kali, Durga, Lilith,
Brigid, Pele, Eos, Bast and the Morrigan. Set up an alt
or a place on your altar for one or a few Goddesses, |
seeing them there each day will help you to draw
strength, guidance and power from them. You may eve
like to do a daily meditation with them or even a mantr
practice. Durga's mantra is incredibly powerful for
protectionOM DUM DURGAYEI NAMAHA

FREE ONLINE COURSE

We are delighted to be offering this free online course to help you deepen your
connectioto the Moon. The moon moves through a different zodiac sign eSeatsy3

and each sign is associated with a different archetype, element, charge and part of the
body. Over the 30 days we will be sharing dagglfcare prompts for working with the
moonon each day, this will also include which phase and zodiac sign the moon is in and
the ruling planet of the day. This course will help you to create a much more intimate
relationship with the moon as well as keep welfrcare practices active during thes

difficult and uncertain times.

This course will stardiy - 1st October and is free to join. Once the course begins you
will then receive a daily lunar prompt every day for 30 days.

Click here to sign upttps://seekingblissonline.com/courses/1304/about



https://seekingblissonline.com/courses/1304/about

Sisters of the Moon is an
online community, magazine,
and so much more!

You can find them at

L https://www.facebookcom/sistersofthemooncommunity/

Join The Soul Shala Online Yoga . }

N
Studio! &7 Soad B
Online weekly yoga classes - Shala


https://www.facebook.com/sistersofthemooncommunity/
https://www.patreon.com/thesoulshala

Each month we bring you our P ‘%
favourites from pagan and witch IC

small businesses!

Fleece Lined Jedi Poncho
by Wobble & Squeak

Our favourite for Autumn and Winter
layering, this fleece lined poncho has a

hidden pocket and a cosy hood!
£45
Available from

www.wobbleandsqueakclothing.co.uk

Season of the Witch home

fragrance

by Moonseed Rituals

A scent made just for Autumn lovers, sweet
orange, autumn spices and benzoin. Use it in

your oil burner and around your home.
£10.00
Available from

hitps:/fwww.etsy.com/uk/shop/MoonseedRituals



Geranium and Orange Balm

by The Happy Little Lab Co.

\ . N
\ A soothing balm with uplifting orange
e —  and geranium — great for clarity and achy
i | 1 1 1
The Happy . heads! Organic and natural ingredients
Little too!
Lab Company
— £7
Available from

@thehappylittlelabcompany on Instagram

Gobbolino’s Garden Tea
by Tarn and Moon

A wonderful Autumn tea with
Organic Ingredients ~ Black Fire
Smoked Hill Cardamom, Lemon
Bee Brush, Pink Berry Peppercorns,
Pot Marigold Flowers, Rooibos,
Turmeric Root + Real Cinnamon

Bark

£6.50
Available from

www. tarnandmoon.co.uk

Got something you’d love to share?

Email witchzine.submissions@gmail.com
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THAT'S TOO DARKT EEKT
BY MICHAEL DAoUST ‘

“THAT'S TOO DARK/MATURE FOR CHILDREN,” I GET TOLD SO OFTEN.

Butr I REMEMBER BEING A CHILD. AND I MAY BE JUST ONE PERSON, BUT WHEN
I WAS A CHILD, I WITNESSED

DEATH. I WONDERED AT NATURE. I

EXPERIENCED CHRONIC DEPRESSION

a2t~ i~
AT A VERY YOUNG "meEy TO00.

Now, as an adult, I'm forced to-learn
all the concepts that were taught to me
within the religious structure | was raise
with. | sit back and wonder, every now
and then, and think of how much easie
would havebeen had my children's book
and religious structure embraced the
realities of mental illness, death, abuse
the world, and gender diversity.

| think I'm not the only one, too. When |
look at fellow queer witches and pagan:
we all have a heapload of t@chings to unlearn. We all are striving to fix ourselves from
the damages that have been inflicted upon us as children. And so | @ihaerwere

to try, just give a hop and skip of an eff@to try and not do this to our next generation,
what would hat look like?

| come back to stories often. It's what | breathe, live, and write. | dream in stories, | even
mourn for them. And so, my answer to fixing generational trauma and solving societal
problems is through stories.

| wish | could write everythithat young witches would need. I'm not that magnificent
though, but I can write my own little sliver. | think we all can, in some way or shape or
form. We can all tune in, write truths, and help to heal future generations.

Well, as great a notion and ideas that can be, how does one do it? It's all in the 'how’,
isn't it? So how do we, through stories, try and build up strong, capable, and open
hearted pagan children?

Now, I'm not a parent. I'm not even that close to my nieces and nephews, to miynisery.
notions of what children need to learn about is all based upon my own experiences and
observations from fellow pagan parents. So take the following guidelines with a few
grains of salt.

But if you are willing to take my opinion for it, then this ispmjon, on three points that
are very dear to me.

| think that, first and foremost (and very appropriate for this season) we need to help
children face death and darkness. | remember, as a child, being paralyzed

with fear of not only monsters in the dakt of the cycle of death which | thought
ended up in a pit of hell. Had | been taught about death and rebirth and the very natural



cycles of death, I think it might have been different. So, really, | encourage parents to
teach children to face the dar&ss and death. To know that death is not a big punishment
or horrid thing, and that it's natural and just part of our lives.

Now, let's mention the monsters. | think that, as children and then later as teens and then
even later as adults, we often feggbwerless. Whether it be to our abusers, to the

monsters under our bed (or in the window for my case), | think that we should teach
children how to be proactive in their defence and standing up for themselves. We should
teach them the basics of sefffen@ spiritually, not just to keep the bathe monsters

away but, by teaching children to deal positively and constructively wittiroed

monsters, we teach them how to handle their fear and see the process of overcoming as
process, instead of a orghotbattle. We teach them that it's not the end of the world to
have a boogeyman. For there will always be some sort of problem/boogeyman in life. It's
all in the 'how' we deal with it, not just once but again and again and again. And by
teaching this to chikeh we prepare them for the slew of life challenges that life brings.

Another really important point that | see being brought up in queer circles but not hardly
enough in neopagan circles is gender. Let's face it, pagans love to gender things in an
overamplified binary. We like to declare that even plants have their own genders, for
crying out loud. But for a culture that loves to appropriate Native American white sage
and drums and smudging practices, we forget that they had many, many, more than two
genders. We like to polarize gender into a stark binary while forgetting about the
(sometimes) sacred berdache. We ignore the rich history of transgender and homosexual
persons throughout history and their acceptance and manifestation in so many different
cutures. Where does this leave us? It leaves our children oppressed and suppressing thel
own inner nature.

Yeah, I'm going there. I'm saying that to not educate your children on gender diversity
makes them hide their truths. Here's why: chances areghatay be gender nen
conforming, and if they only see a brutish binary within which they are not represented,
they will question their inner impulses. They will try and conform to what is not natural to
them. They will suppress their traess, their q@e-ness, and hide it in order to do what
they know is expected of them.

The thing is that kids are smart. They know what's expected of them, and they know it's
better to conform. So please, please, show them that there's so much more than a binary
Evenf you are cis and straight as a pin, do some research. Let your kids know that
diversity is okay. Teach them about how there were ergi during the viking era. Teach then
about Alexander the great's homosexuality. Teach them about the berdache so a@hat if th
resonates with them, they have some way of expressing what they're feeling. Encourage
them to express gender divergence.

So, really, tell your children stories. Te
them about life and death, and the
cycles of rebirth. Make death and
contemplation tieof a part of life.
Teach them to confront their fears ang
find solutions to overcome them. Fina
teach them about the diversity of
gender so that they can express and
understand themselves.




NUMBERS, I LOVE

HOMES AND USING
SE IN DEMAND AND

MORE UNETHICAL?

As awitch who is ado Pagan, | am growingly concerned about this. My personal beliefs
are based on Mother Earth and protecting our planet, especially for our futures. | eat

ethically, | recyclgandreuse not wasteful and | | ive mi
my best.
| prefer | ocal businesses and al ways <che

produced them and where theydre from bef
craft, | am even more particular.

So | find it so troubling when | see crystals dmfarsa pound, white sage sticks premade
on what and so much plastic material, it almost makes me want to weep in despair.

What is cheap and easy for us, comes from very dark places?

The growing trend oHifyouwart to eali tn{tioat) isgrdaia by v
for our community, our acceptance. Convenience is rad for our busy lifeistitlas
what cost?

Is it worth it? Is it okay?

Crystals should be pure, not man made, one spells enriched from the soils of the planet
and our natural surrodings well protected in order for us to harness our true powers at
full force.

So my message this month?

When you find a cute crystal, or see a nmade spellkibt ake a moment , e
come from, how it was sourced, where you could find aettaoal product and if you
candt afford a mésaveubkomiinabl ket pwiodluche
feel more gratification when you get it.

Blessed Be.

Witchgasm.

ANNOUNCEMENT! !!
I WILL BE REVEALING NEW WITCHGASM MERCH ON OCTOBER 315!

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR IT.



[1VE FOCTRT DOOKS THIREWAEE STT TOUOUL OM T1RE

By JESS 0 SHEA - WITCH RESIDENCY WRITER

IF YOU'VE JUST FINISHED READING YOUR LATEST BOOK ANDWOU' RE LOOKING

TO EXPAND YOUR READING ENDEAVOURS, I 'MHERE TO HELP YOU! WE’'VE ALL
SEEN THE BOOM IN MICRO-POETRY AND POETRY BLOGGING LATELY, BUT WHAT
ARE SOME OF THE BEST CONTEMPORARY POETRY BOOKS OUT THERE? IN THIS
LIST, I'M GOING TO GIVE YOU ALL TIME FAVOURITE POETRY BOOKS THAT HAVE

INSPIRED, MOTIVATED AND ENLIGHTENED ME! INSNO“PARTICULAR ORDER, HERE
GOES..

1. Hold Your Ownd Kae Tempest
OHow many yous have you been? How ma

This is one of the first poetry books in a long time to really inspire and move me. As
soon as | finished itwanted to write so many equally beautiful pieces as there are
in this book. Tempestods words and the
captivating, hearbreaking and so unapologetically real. The use of theme in

Greek Mythology is particulariyntieresting, as Tempest writes about their teen

years coming to terms with with sexuality, sensuality and gemdaimer: this book is
published using Kaebds previous name
Kate, but they have now officially come out asbimary, and now uses the naikae].

2. Teaching my Mother How to Give BirthWarsan Shire

oOoYou have to understand, t hat nNo one
i's safer than | and. o6

Shire is probably one of the most important contemporary poets at the moment.
Bornm Kenya to Somal i parents, Shireds
experience throughout the entire book. Her words, so painful and raw, are utterly
thoughiprovoking and moving. Though her poetry has themes of war, racism, and
immigration,it s so beauti ful that you just w
thinking about it for a while afterwards. It sticks with you for a long time. 1 still think
about these poems often, arehd this book again and again.

3. Mancunian MeandeB Mike Garry

6o00Of ficial bloody | ifewreckersdéd sho
From outside the Red Admiral door

Swigging cider, sprawled on the fl oo
Mi ke Garryods short but sweet coll ect

nostalgic and the hidden gems of the Northern life widnds spelled out in the
Mancunian accent, giving the reader a full immersive experience reading
Garryodos signature short andMagnRunmngy |
with the most fabulous account of well, a man running, and the locals he



encounters along the way. Just one of out of the amazing selection of Northern
poets (and goodness, do we need more of them published!)

4. Preparing My Daughter For RaiKey Ballah

oOYour body wasndt made to be | oved o
ltwas madetobedoed every night with warm ha

This collection is so unbelievably life affirming and moving. The collection is split
into five sections, The Body, The Heart, The Land, The Soul & Notes. The notes
are there for readers to add their own pieces of poetiywhat they may have
learned from this collection. We are on a journey with Ballah as she writes about
loving herself, thoroughly and unconditionally, as well as dedicating this for her
future daughter, ensuring she too, will love herself and carrydbegeous
words with her through her I i fe too.
their own selfliscovery/seHlove journey! | come back to it time and time again
when | begin to feel setfonscious and anxious.

5. The Colleetd Stories of Lydia Da¥isydia Davis

OExampl es of Remember:
Remembehat thou art but dust.

| shall try tdbearitinmind 0
Okay so really this isndt just a poet

work which is just filleditly absolutely sublime stories and poems. Some of her short
stories will only contain one sentence, one line or a few words. Her work is unlike

any | 0dve ever read. It is surreal, un
collection containsmgstt ever yt hing sheds written f
19906s to the 20000s. Her character s,

unexpected twists and turns, just blows my mind! This is one of the main books you
definitely need in your collectisgg you can see Lydia Davis taking her ideas for a

walk.

And those are my absolutely favourite collections! | hope you gain some inspiration from
this and continue to expand your book shelvesithelps open your mind. These books

will show you that there is still so much beauty and magic in our words and our world.
Many Blessings all!



FOTCULTWITCIT

By ABBIE MEARNS — WITCGH RESIDENCYX.WMRITER

IT IS NO SECRET THAT INTEREST ANB#UTL“PRACTICE OF WITCHCRAFT IN
VARIOUS FORMS IS, AND HAS BEEN{FOR'SEVERAL YEARS; ON THE RISE IN
EUROPE AND AMERICA. THIS IS REFUECIED\I*NTMAINSTREAM AMERICAN POPULAR
CULTURE, JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF WHTCH™FS™SPHE“RECENTLY RE-BOOTED CHILLING
ADVENTURES OF SABRINA. TQ+QUOTE THE-TITLE -CHARACTER, “WITCHCRAFT IS
HAVING A MOMENT.”

It is interesting that this resurgence of witchcraft is occurring now as theatigred

Millennial generation is approaching middle age and preparing to be passed the reins of
control fom the generations that preceded them. We are no longer in passive roles,
forced to comply with rules set out by our elders. We are becoming the elders, or at least
find ourselves among them, instead of continuing to be relegated to a lesser platform like
children at a kidodés table. Given the age
and values, more and more of us in the Millennial demographic are acknowledging a
positive connection to the earth and supernatural. As a Millennial, as a witch,agand a
student of culture | find myself asking why. What is it about this unique moment in history
that is emboldening more and more people to either take up witchcraft, or to come out of
the proverbial broom closet and be open about their practice?

Yes, thee have always been witches. And yes, there have always been outspoken witches
to whom fellow practitioners can look either as role models or apriofjle

embarrassments, depending on individual sensibilities. However, the first wave of moderr
witchcraf to appear in mainstream Western European and American society appears to
have occurred in the early 1960086s with t
Leek, and the creation of the Witchcraft Research Association. In terms of popular culture
there has always been a demand for tales of witchcraft but between the Victorian era
and the end of the 1950080s witches servec
imaginatioh. Throughout these 60 years, when a witch appeared in fictional aaritati

was almost always as an antagonist. If not the antagonist, the temptations of witchcraft as
a concept was a protagonistdés downf all
Numerous examples of positive (if reductive) depictions of witches toegppear in
mainstream popular culture.

1 A notable exception to this is Glinda frafhe Wizard of OHowever, this nearly ubiquitous staple in Western
popular culure was not entirely a product of the mitventieth century. The 1939 film is based on a series of

books that were first published in 1900, and on a subsequent Broadway musical adaptation that debuted in

1902. This supports the theory that the Victoriahid not view witchcraft as inherently negative, as it was
Ll2aaAoftsS Ay GKS LRLJzZ FN AYFIAYlLGA2y 2F GKS SN G2



Just some of these examples include the first appearar®abaha the Teenage Witoh

1962 as an Archie comic book series, popular television prograawishe(1964),

The Addams Fam(iyp64), and amated Hannah Barbara segméfiinsome Witch

(1965). Other programmes suchl&ream of Jeann{@965) andDark Shadowd.966),

while not featuring witchcraft specifically, nonetheless portray at least the concept of
magic in a positive light. Sixty yearftex the Victorians were so interested in witchcraft,
magic, and how these two concepts intersected with science and industry, practitioners
again found themselves less demonised in the popular imagination. These programmes
may or may not have caused atdobnsumers to become less intolerant of the idea of
witchcraft. However, more importantly, the young adults and teenagers these programme
were actually targeting were witnessing serious social and political unrest on a daily basis
in their real lives. Beg exposed to alternative ideas about acceptable spiritual beliefs as
well as societal beliefs created, or helped to create, an atmosphere where witchcraft
could, if not flourish, at least be less persecuted. It could be argued that this trend was
brough to a screeching halt with the popular i s e ma r (195&). ThHdsafilnycan

also be pointed to as one of main modern examples of confusing witchcraft with Satanisir

The generation of children who witnessed the social revolution that took giace in t
19600s eventually grew up to become th
would be consumed by children of the 1
created by that generation would again shift the ideas of the populardéarntchcratt,
someti mes ref er r @dgainiocoredly equatand vatechcraft wiha n i c &
Satanismt hat surrounded met al music i n the
the idea that witches are not necessarily a social malignancy.

e
9 &

One of the first examples in mainstream American media of this ideal shift is the 1987
film The Witches of Eastwibleveloped from a novel of the same name published in

1984, witchcraft is featured in this narrative as neither a benign or malignant fasce

simply a way of life for the main characters. While, yes, the main characters get
themselves into a mess that involves their craft, they also continue to practice after the
main conflict has been resolved. And this film was by no means a low filodget

intended for a small niche audience. It boasts-ast Alollywood cast and was one of the
most successful films of the year, receiving two Academy Awards nominations and winnir
one BAFTA.

Ot her fil ms early i n t heasdn@aglisisgThaWitdhes, n d e
1990 and Hocus Pocus, 1993). However the witches in these examples, while technically
the villains, also have endearing qualities that render them at least partially sympathetic
characters. The rest of the decade is filled ext@imples of makustream popular culture

that worked to devilify witchcraft.



The concept of witchcraft is not used as a strictly cautionary Ryvakctical Magitnovel

1995, film 1998),The Craff1996), Sabrina the Teenage Wi{&896), Buffy he Vampire
Slayer(tv programme, 1997 Charmed1998), orAngel(1999). JustaRo s e mar y 6 s
contributed to the end of s dleiBaiiWitehc cept &
Projec{ 1999) al so cast the ¢ oncgopbofvilbain.Itd wi t c
can be no coincidence that a generation brought up on the idea of witchcraft as an
acceptable alternative way of life is now embracing it as such. Similar to the practitioners
that found confidence and popular representationinthe 8Q A mer i can Mi
also survivors of an embarrassing and failed military effort and dissatisfaction with
government. Again harkening to the past, just as the first wave of modern witchcraft
occurred in the 19600 s , tert&inedtyepassibditythdt t er \
witches could be benevolent, the current second wave is occurring a further 60 years on,
2020.

If the pattern of positive representations of witchcraft in popular culture occurring roughly
every 30 years,andanewwavwef O6outd practitioners occ
continues, | have renewed hope for the future. While | suspect some amount of
backsliding will occur due to whatever the iext s e ma r/ Bla@irs\Vitdh &rojgatill

be, | also suspect that witchtraill continue to thrive, as it always has, in the face of
adversity. The combination of thep@pularisation of witchcraft in popular culture,

incredible amount of social unrest the Centennial generation is currently enduring, and th:
g e n e r a tvenahililyso b@ autspoken about their values and beliefs, makes me
hopeful that in another 20 to 30 years witchcraft will again become a mainstream notion
and foster even more acceptance and representation.

From the editor of WITCH Magazine

Bekki Jo Milner,
Jlunamosity

www.wildwitch.co.uk

A collection of poems inspired by the moon, the sea, magick and nature.

Available from www.payhip.com/bekkimilner




CIRCLE CHSTIHG DHSICS BY NITA SIMPSON

FART, THREE... CRLLING THE CIRCLE AID GROUNDING

IN MY PREVIOUS TWO ARTICLES WE HAVE DISCUSSED
THE UNDERSTANDING AND REASONS BEHIND CASTING OUT
CIRCLE AND FROM PART ONE AND PART TWO AND WE HAVE
PREPARED WELL IN ADVANCE. OQUR SACRED SPACE IS
CLEANSED AND SMUDGED AND WE HAVE ALL TO HAND AND
READY .

The evening before or early on the morning of the casting | make a herbal tisane of
mint, rosemary, nettle and sage. Sometimes | add thyme and lemon balm. All my herbs |
grow in the garden and after the camony | burn the Affirmations and Wishes of my
fellow participants and spread them liberally in amongst my herbs. This way | add to the
cycle of life.

| make a concoction of dried herbs, rock salt and fresh water in my chalice, in
advance. Rain water iogd but do be aware it can have pollutants in and can go slimy
after a short time. | visit Chalice Well gardens in Glastonbury regularly so try to save
some of the sacred water for each casting. | set my chalice in a window where it can be
bathed in moorght. | try to leave it in a window over a full moon. This is for drawing my
virtual circle.

My fellow pagans usually arrive at a given time so we can start the casting
together without interruptions.

| walk around the table, between it and my pagah stssr s, s a.ycashthie é é .
circle in perfect love and perfect tiuick out droplets of the ready made herbal waters
and repeat it until | have circled as many times as | feel is appropriate, sometimes only
the once, sometimes more. | had notsealuntil it was pointed out that | circle more if
we have a lot of people. Maybe this is my subconscious making sure it is well cast and
accommodating. All the time | dip my fingers in the Chalice and splash the contents lightly
as | go. | always assureymisters that it will not harm their clothing.

| then invite each individual to step ir
How do you enter the circle? Each individual will respond:

In perfect love and perfect trust In the light and love of the Goddess



| thenmove towards each quarter and light each candle in turn as stated below.

Il call upon the Guardians of the Watchtc

Guardians of the East, and Air | call upon you to watch over us all here today.
RING A BELL and LIGHT THE CANDLE

We ask that you kep watch over us within this circle.

Guardians of the South and Fire, | call upon you to watch over us all here today.
RING A BELL and LIGHT THE CANDLE

We ask that you keep watch over us within this circle.

Guardians of the West and Water, | call upon ytuwatch over us all here today.
RING A BELL and LIGHT THE CANDLE

We ask that you keep watch over us within this circle.

Guardians of the Earth and Grounding, | call upon you to watch over us all here
today.

RING A BELL and LIGHT THE CANDLE
We ask that ya keep watch over us within this circle.

As above, so below. As the universe, so the soul. As without, so within. This Circle is
cast. Blessed be.

NOTEAII the words for the calling of the Quarters and the final admission that the
circle is castan be chnged as the seasons progress to include something for each
Sabbat or season.

| then hold a short breath meditation first in order to invoke our own energies and
find our own power zone and focus our whole selves.

Often we envisage a journey and afterwardspend a few moments discussing
these if people feel they can. It is no problem if someone prefers to keep their
visualisations private. Again, it is up to the individual. We follow different mediations,
some pathway mediations, some a conscious nmadaatl others a mental chanting, but
always begin and end with breathing exercises.

| will have made a tisane of herbs, honey and lemon for each participant to sip
after we enter the circle, call the Quarters and have a meditation.

| usually have a shallowowl full of tea lights and invite each person to light a
candle and add it to the altar circle. | then invite each person to write their wishes and
affirmations then to place their affirmation papers into a censer ready to be burned.



| have burned themt&hat time but it does smell and had set off my smoke alarms.
It can be more provident to do this at a later time and outside.

Once | have only ashes, | allow the wind to take these ashes away in my garden or
add then to my vegetable patch or my herb gard

We then consider our own affirmations and | light a white sage bundle and take it
around the outside of my circle and smudge away any negativity. | usually then add this
to my censer.

We then can indulge in spell work and | always include a poemtonats link
with the season.

To close the circle | extinguish each candle in turn as the circle was cast.

Guardians of the East, South, west, North, | bid you peacefully depart but your blessings
remain. My thanks and farewell.

Place hands on the table ground any further energy.

The circle is cut but the blessings remain.

Just make sure that you donot spend so n
any time left for the rest of your ceremony. It is important to eat drink and be merry after
the circle is closed for both grounding and also for the social aspect of the casting.

Blessed Be
The Old Crone

theoldcrone5@agmail.com  www.rubek.co.uk

COMING SOON..
PART FOUR

RITUALS AFFIRMATIONS AND SPELLWORK


mailto:theoldcrone5@gmail.com

‘MLVER I10011: CONVERTING T0 FAGAI RELIGIONY UflT]il’( [ LIFE

BY CHERRY DOYLE — WITCH RESIDENCY WRITER

sometimes 17 can FeeL Like witcHcrarT — (GGG

-

However, not everybody finds their path in their
formative year® some of us come to paganism much
later than our teens and twenties. This in itself
presents unique challenges of breaking away from
established belief systems, communérgsroutines,

so whatdraws people to paganism later in life, and
what support is out there? | spoke to tiweenen

who converted to pagan religions, to find out more
about their experiences.

ol 6ve al ways been fascinated by anything
I

witchcraand spi ri tual work, é6 says Gil , who
begin to practice unti|l her thirties. | t
threadd curiosity piqued at an early age, and the subsequent repression through a sense
of propriety fostered by religion, family, or society. Ginette, whobeea a -of ul | vy
fledged witchdé at 43, broke away from a
knew | was a witch at 13, but rejected I
she explains.

Esther also started following a pagan path in heriésirShe says of her upbringing as a
Jehovahds Witness; o0The i mage of going t
very early aged should | question or dabble in paganism, eternal damnation was on the
cards for me. 6 A srtidebdarlieedegctonsof wstches intmedian h €
connected them with devil worship and evil, which might have contributed to nervousness
about adopting paganism, or O6coming out
been brought up with these legesi Often, families of older witches, druids, and others
can be reticent in accepting their | ovec
faiths.



