Nashua Telegraph — Letters to the Editor

Subject: Clarification on the Nash Casino "Charity" donation.

| need to correct the page 1 reporting on the February 16 Sunday Telegraph regarding
Mayor Donchess' apparent comments that the forthcoming Nash Casino will donate 35
percent of its weekly gross profits to a non profit organization. That commentis both
factually incorrect and misleading. For example, the very popular slots (technically
historic horse racing machines), making most of the money for the casino, have the
casino operator keeping 75 precent of the take.

The factis that the Legislature has decreed that charitable gaming establishments must
transfer a defined amount of theirwinnings to charity. Currently 8.75 percent of the HHR
slot money. Thatamountis notthe casino's choice. ltis in state law. What the casino
can do is pick winners and losers, something they are very good at doing. The casino
can pick which charity will "win" five days worth the mandated distribution. And decide
not pick any charity that they don't like.

So when you see those pictures of a big ceremonial check being "given" from some
smiling casino operator, please realize it is not their money being given out. They are
not donating even a penny. ltis all the tax that the legislature mandates be given to
charity. What the picture should show is your state legislators, like myself, who decided
to pull that money away from the Treasury and give it to charity. The casino operator is
justthe tax collector. And I think | know how most of you feel about tax collectors.

State Rep. Bill Ohm
Ward 9, Nashua



